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GENERAL PICHEGRU. 

f 1 

1 HAT ofispring of rebellion, the Frcncfc Re- 
public, was from its cradle, and is still, surrounded 
by murderers and plunderers, and governed by 
men wko$e policy Jt is to dave every tking, an A 
ivhose religion consists in respeAiiag nothing, 
^either sacred, eminent, or illustrious ; who, in 
the name of liberty, plot the slavery of the world; 
"and ill holding out eq^uality, meditate their own 
aggrandizement and the wretchedness and ruin 
of the universe : their fraternity is destro^tion^ 
their alliance infamy, and their favours proscrip^ 
doB or death. Every man who is not an ac^- 
compUce, is regarded as an enemy, and punished 
as a traitor or a rebel. With tl^mf guilt k 
VOL* ii« . B merit 



2 PICHEGRU, 

merits and merit guilt ; and it is as dangerous 
to be innocent^ as it is a recommendation to 
power and advancement to be criminal .or cor- 
rupt. 

General Pichegru is a revolutionary phenome- 
non : he has passed through the blood and mire 
of the Revolution^ without contra£ting a soil, 
and has obtained renown, and deserved the esteem 
of the good and the loygl, although he has 
obeyed the orders of regicides, and fought the 
battles of republican tyrants — ^more dangerous, 
as well as more numerous, than all other despotic 
rulers. 

Un4er moral governments, where the law pu- 
nishes the vicious, and justice recompenses and 
promotes the deserving, it is a duty, it is the in- 
terest of all, to be virtuous and loyal. Under re* 
publican France, on the contrary, poverty and 
contempt, imprisonment, exile, and the scaffold, 
await loyalty; v«(hile riches, honours, dislinAion, 
and a throne, are the pleasing prospeftives for 
the accomplices of a rebellion, encouraged and 
sa]^Ai9ped.by success, approved or applauded by. 
i<sreQql^Hien, ^nd respedled by foreigners. In this 
age of egQtL^m, intrigue, and ambition, only to 
l^esi^a^ jb^, th^ ichoice, is goodness ; but to choose 
tb^J&fn^er apd decline the latter, is a greatness 
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seldom met with, and thd'efore so' much the 
more jMraiseworthy. The particulars ot Gt^nenl 
PIchegru's public and military life will prove that 
such an eminent charaAer exists. 

Pichegru, late a general of the French Repubt 
He, was bom^in 1761i at Arbob, in the province 
of Franche Comte. He began his studies at the 
college at Arbols, and continued and improved 
them in the same town, at the convent of the 
monks of the order called Minims. Shewing a 
great aptness, and a decided tast^e for the abstruse 
sciences, these monks persuaded him to teach 
philosophy and mathematics in a college of their 
order at Brienne. 

Innovators, and declaimers against Christianity 
and its religious' institutions, have forgotten that 
Europe is ihdebted to the so-much-blamcd and 
ridiifuled solitary aiid devout Inhabitants of mo- 
nasteries,* for the preservation of the sciences 
during the barb^oiis centuries of the middle 
ages 5 for the* cultivation of them in the succeed- 
irtg ones, and for the rapid advances that they 
have made within, the last three centuries. Eras- 
mliS) Bacon, and Mallebranche, were friars ; and 
CometUe, Descartes, Racine, and Voltaire, were 
^du^ated by friars, as well as Richelieu, Maza- 
rine^ Tur^anej Conde, and Eugene*. T?\idit^gc>i^ 

B 2 '^oxt^i. 



4 HCHEGRU. 

Moreau^ Eleber, Desaix, and Buonaparte, the 
five best republican generals, among the thoii* 
land others !wh6 have figured since the RevoIi> 
tion, had friars for their instruftors. What those 
guided aiid teachers of youth have cSe£tcd, we 
sU know; but time alone can shew what France 
has gained, by changing christian colleges into 
Irepublican prytanees^, and creating atheist* 
seal philosophers the successors of christian 
priests. 

PichegrUy in teaching the sciences to others, 
([Completed his own studies and information. As 
no^man, nor any class of men, are without their 
foibles, to augment the number of their own or* 
der with sutjefb of genius and virtue, was the 
constant endeavour of the' fathers of the Minim 
6rden Ficfaegru was strongly entreated by them 
to begin his noviciate, and become (me of theif 
community; but, having a natural inclinatiofi 
for a military life, he enlisted, in 1779, in the 
first regiment of artillery. His officers soon ob- 
served the unusual knowledge and valuable dis- 
positions of their recruit, and within six months 
he was made a seQeant. In 1780, he was, with 

adivi«» 

* Prytances ire the republican public schooh io France, so CalM 
4Ar/ the mckot Gfedao Fry taavct* 
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a division of tbe regiment to which hebelonged^ 
embarked for America ^ and during thie last three 
years of that war, he had an opportipiity of pro-^ 
fiting from his vast learning, by practising what 
he knew from theory. His disposition to study» 
to improvement, and to labour, prpciured him 
many opportunities of observing with advantage 
every thing connedbed with a maritime war, and 
of greatly enlarging his own ideas by useful com« 
parisons. 

. Ip 178d, Pichegru had the.post of adjutant in 
bis regiment, and was qi\ the eve of being pro- 
moted to the rankt>f an officer;; indcsed, Piche«) 
gjru had,.s0veral yoavs before this period^ been ho<4. 
noured with the confidence of his coloniel, an<i 
entrusted with all the particular transitions and 
management of this regiment, botji military and 
economical, and may therefore be said to have 
been its real chief; his reputation was tiien so weU 
known and established, that the royalists wished 
him to emigrate, and the democrats promoted 
him, as an encouragement to serve the cause of 
the Revolution. 

Pichegru believed, with many others, that the 
post of honour was the post of danger ; and that 
the post of danger, for all loyal men, was where 
loyalty was prescribed, and probity and virtue 

B 3 VivOa&w 
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butchered or sent to ihe scaffbki : and that these 4 
were his sentiments in 1789, the whole tenor of 
his life has proved. 

When other revolutionary generals, as a Jour- ., 
dan, a Hacbct a Vandamme, a Leibcait, and an 
Anselme, by intrigues or bloody deeds, ascended 
to the rank of generals in one leap, from com- 
mon soldiers, Pichegru's modesty caused him tO' 
be promoted only by degrees and seniority i and 
if change had not sheim the value of his ta- 
lents, and necessity and danger urged usurped 
power to employ them, he would probably have 
remained among the nameless thousands who 
have fought or died for a cause that they 
detested. 

Pichegru soon had occasion to prove that he 
deserved the reputation which he enjoyed. In , 
the latter part of the year 1790, the command 
was offered to him of a battalion of national 
guards, among whom several former command- 
ers had tried in vain to introduce order and sub- 
ordination. He accepted tlic od'er, and tn a 
short time estabUshed an exafl discipline, solely 
by that firmness and vigour, as calm as uninter- 
rupted, which have in such an eminent majnncr 
distinguished him during all his commands. This 
success caused him to be employed under the 
iiiinistrf 
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ministry of Narbonne, in the autums and "(riitter 
of 1791, to organize, or assist other command- 
ers in organizing, regularity and tadics among 
the national volunteers of no less than six de« 
partments*. 

In 1 7Si2, after, die Brissotine fadion had forced 
die virtuous Louis XVL to declare war against 
Austria, Pichegni was attached to the staff of the 
Army of the Rhine^ under Cu^ine^ and he con- 
tinued to serve in the same army during the spring 
Md Sttnimer of 179S, when Biron, Beauharnois, 
and <^er generab, were its commanders, al« 
diougK he had alrea4y been advanced, first to the 
rank pf general of brigade, and afterwards to that 
of a general of division. 

In the autumn, or 0£):ober the ISth, 179S, 
Genera] Wurmser forced the lines of Weisscm- 
' burgh. Some time before this, Valenciennes, 
Condej and Duquesnoy, had surrendered to the 
English and Austrians, and were taken possession 
rf in the name of the Emperor of Germany: the 
promise of the Prince of Cobourg to Dumourier, 
to settld a King of France upon his throne, having 
been laid aside. This impolitic condudt deter- 

B 4 mined 

* Di6lionoaire Biocraphique ; and Recueil d'AnecdoteSt Brum* 
wick, 1799, page 36, torn. i. 
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fitih«dfal! tfiieWd loyal Ffenchmeti rather to joitf 
and seiW \xiuiet live colours of the Revolution,' 
than to ^fiTer their country to be mvaded, con-* 
. qtiered, and divided, by fc^eigners. • Pichegrti^ 
therefore, accepted the command of the Army ol 
the Rhine; regarding it As a duty, cv^ at the 
risk of- his own life, aYidj v/iokt Urasfitiofc, contrail 
to his known principleii^'to^sist the regiddesi 
but to preserve, if possible, has country tirottk fci* 
reign dominion* • i 

The Army of the Rhine had) for the last nine 
months, experienced repeated defeats \ and one 
recently, by General Wnrmser, at the taking of 
the lines of Weissemburgh, which scattered and 
nearly annihilated it, during its retreat, or rather 
flight, to Zornn. 

It has with justice been remarked, that Gene^ 
ral Dumourier was the first French commander 
who, during the revolutionary war, taught Frcnch- 
inen how to fight ; but Pichegru certainly was the 
first general who instruAed his countrymen' how 
to become viftorious. In Alsace, as well as in 
Flanders, Pichegru found the territory of his 
country invaded, its armies disheartened and al- 
most dispersed ; and in neith^ country did he re- 
sign the command before he had fixed victory in 
his camp. 
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Prom the first day of his command over the Afw 
my of the Rhine, Pichegru occupied himself, not 
only to stop the farther progress of the enemy^ 
but to restore among his own 'troops a long-lost 
discipline, as being absolutely necessary and in* 
dispensable, before he could z£t either on the of- 
fensive or defensive ; but scarcely had he sao^ 
ceeded in this di£Scult task, and digested a plan 
of operations to deliver Alsace, and to pave the 
way for future viftory, before the commissaries of 
the National Convention, seduced by General 
Hoche's declamations and boastings, put Piche- 
gru under the orders of the latter. Hoche joined 
him with the Army of the MoseUe ; and he was 
forced to execute, as second under Hoche, his ovm 
projeAs, and se^ him appropriate to himself (he 
whole glcnry of their success. 

The modesty and prudence which have always 
charaderized General Pichegru, induced him to 
be silent under this injury ; and the only revenge 
that he took was worthy of him : ie was the first 
Hjohoi on the 8th and 9th of December, 1793, 
entered and forced the lines cf Haguenau. 

He carried the redoubts of tHisfe Kncs by the 
bayonet j and the Auistrians were evMi drnren from 
the town with gresA5<laughier. He had infused 
a new spirit into the troops j and itwas/!eter- 
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minedj both oa the part of the leader and the 
soldiery, either to conquer or perish. The heights 
of Reif hoffen^ Jandershoffen, and Wrmte, deem- 

I 

ed more impregnable than those of Jemappe, 
were therefore^ on the 26th of ths same month, 
sjtormed in succession.^ At lengthy after a. series, 
of battles hitherto ufiexampled in modern warfare, 
the republican army regained possession pf Weis- 
semburgh^ the siege pf Laijdau was raised. Port 
Louis evacuated, and Kdserslautern, Germers* 
heim, and Spires, submitted to the French under 
Pichegru. 

Such was the sudden change eSe^led by the 
confidence^ which ..his great talents and courage 
inspired ^ and such was, in consequence, becoxr^e 
the ^irit of enthusiasm with which the French 
soldiers on this frontier were actuated, that Ge->, 
neral.Wurmser, who had but lately attempted to 
obtain Strasburgh by a secret negotiation, and 
Lamdaa by force, was now obliged to retreat 
across the Rhine % while the Duke of Brunswick, 
astonished at the zeal and a^vity of the enemy, 
and uncertain of th)e. ultimate intentions of Pi- 
chegru and Hoche, whp now sustained the glory 
of their country, made a hasty retreat to cover 
Vltntz, and afoon withdrew irom* the conam^ 
in disgust. 

During 
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puring the sborl but iMillisoit period of three 
months, that Pich^ru had commanded the Armf 
of the RhiAe^ neither his services nor bis yidories 
ceold preserve him from the then proscribing im» 
putaticm and rqvoach of not bewg a sans-ciif 
lotfes general, or an anarchical jacobin, becavse 
his language was always, like his sentiments, tiMtt 
of a gentleman} and he had never carried a red 
cap, MMT once freqvented any jacobin dnb. It 
was not his merit, therefore, but the nrgent ne- 
cessity which Robe^ierre s Committee of Public 
Safety felt for his military talents, that preserved 
his life, and caused him, on the 5th of Febmarf, 
1794, to be appointed . commander in. chief of 
Che Army of the North. 

Before he left Strasbiirgh, and resigned his 
former command, the conventional commissaries 
sent for him, and told him, ^' that aU the foxaKer 
disasters of France originated from its generals 
not being true sans-culottes ; they therefore ad- 
vised him to change, for the future, his revolu- 
tionary opinions, and become a mountaineer* and 
a republican, that he might owe his prosperity 

B 6 hereafter 



' ^ The MooDtatncers of the National Convention wtre Robe* 
•picne, Marat, Damon, Barren:, Fouche, Carriere, and others, 
Ike mott Mo^oCbincy of (he fegif ides. 
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hereafiter to his own patrIdt»<iAj and not, as I»e> 
ly^to the patriotism of his army; to deserve vic- 
tory as a jacobin, and not to strindle it as art 
aristocrat.^ To this fraternal ^ admoftition P^he- 
ghi repBed, " that he did ntrt briiete either the 
Duke of York, the Prince of Cobourg, or the 
Duke of ]3ninswick, were sans^culottes, cm* their 
^Idiers jacobins : that ^hey had, however, been 
ofter viftorious ; and if the lOve of his cduntry, 
and his wishes for the liberty and welfarie of his 
coutitrymeny constituted true patriotism', he was 
the best patriot in France; as inuch above the 
fanatics of a club, as Ihe faftions in a national 
assembly*/*— *Tbis ais^dote evinces both the 
temper and qualities of the republican rulers of 
those timesj and the respeftable charafter of a 
republican general, who, when it was dangerous 
only to be stispe^led of virtuous principles, had 
Fortitude tinough to acknowledge virtue as his 
only guide. 

General Pidiegru received with his new com- 
mand no instructions for his proceedings, but ah 
imperative and ridiculous order ^ to conquer ;** 
and in his conferences with the ministers at Paris, 
he was vaguely direfted to attack the Allies in 

the 
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the centrei and, iQ tht mean time, to harass their 
blanks*. • 

Of his predecessors in this hazardous com- 
xnand, within ten months one had been outlaws 
edf, and deserted; one killed on the field of btf(i^ 
t)e^, and two were guillotihed^. The officers 

of tins army were ignorant, imdisciplined, withL 

« 

out education, skrll, or ardour; and the soldiers 
were worse than the officers; frequenters of clutfij, 
'denouncers and informers against their command- 
ers, whom,irom principles of equality, th^ hated^ 
and from experience o^istrusted ; hut how much 
depends upon the choice of a superior chief, xnust 
be evident^ when, with such an army, we see 
that Pichegru in. six months retook what had 
occupied the enemy, even assisted by treason^ 
upwards of twelve months in conquering ; and in 
three months move he added Holland to the other 
conquests of France. 

During the years 1793 and 1794, the reign of 
terror, enforcing obedience to the conventional 
decrees, caused an a^vity, and produced re- 
sources, which are totally incompatible with a' 

regard 

* David's Memoirs on Pichq^ru's Campaigns, 
f Dumourier. 
X Dampierre. 

S Cufdoc and Boucliud. ^ 
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regard for the lives and property of individuals^ in 
civilized nations. The existence of no individual 
3»as certain for an hour, and the possessions of all 
persons appertained to the nation at large. The 
.i^grarian law was not proclaimed, but the absurd 
s|i^iilations of h J* Rousseau were forced into 
praftice ; and. it may truly be said, that in France 
^* the earth belonged to nobody, but its produc* 
lions to every body *." 

The general who was not vi^lorious^was pu- 
nished as. Si traitor; an army defeated, was an aiy 
my suspected and proscribed; and many of those 
who had escaped the sword, the cannon, and the 
bayonets of the enemy, were doomed to suffer in 
republican bastiles, or perish by the revolutionary 
guillotine. 

The decree for the levy en mmsje had already 
placed all the youths of the most populous na- 
tion in Europe at the disposal of a government 
which boasted of having one million two hun- 
dred thousand men in arms. The war with the 
maritime powers having interdiAed the imports^ 
tion of gunpowder and military stores, these 
were now supplied by the talents of the che^ 

mists. 



* J. J. Rousseau, in hit disccurte on the inequality of the 
ditlous of mankind^ addressed to the Acsdemr at Dijon* 
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mistsy and the iodustry of the artisans of 
France. Paris .alonet. from its three hundred 
forges, and fifteen founderies, furnished eleven 
thousand five. hundred and twenty stand of armfi 
and one thou^^.one hundred. pieces of brass 
cannon^ e^j^rfi mouth** The insurgent cities 
were ordered -to transmit a certain portion of 
saltpetre^ by way of fine; the feudal castles of 
the murdered, exiled, or imprisoned nobility, 
still supposed to frown on the liberty, or ra- 
ther anarchy, of the Republic, as well as the 
forest that had sheltered the brave and loyal n^en 
of La Vendee, also provided their quota of an 
ingredient so necessary in the modern art of 
war. Nor were the commercial signs of wealtly 
at all times indispensable for carrying on mili- 
tary operations, wanting. In addition to the al- 
most inexhaustible fu;nd arising from assignats, 
the credit of which wa$ supported by the maxi* 
mum and xht guillotine^ thf virtuous piety of their 
ani;estors presented them with other resources^ 

^hich were at this period called into adion; for 

«■"■•■ 

the estates of the clergy, and the sacred trea- 
sures and vases of the Christian religion, were 
freely jreso^ed to; and even the consecrated bells 

were 

' . * X/tc Report olBan:eit»¥x\ma\ie»«Euii« 
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^re melted, tofurtdih cannon for- armies 
• amounting to 780,000 flglitfng inen*.' That 
iiothing might be wanting to give efficacy to 
tibese imtnense -preparations, the archives of the 
War department were searched for the schemes 
Snd memorials presented to the Duke de Sully, 
to the Cardinals iR^khelieu and Ma^sirine, and 
other gr^ar ministers, and drawn up during the 
tefgns of Henry TV. Louis Xlll. and Louis 
XIVV; a chosen body, consisting of the ablest 
iniiitary men in France, farmed plans for the 
fcampuigfi} and often laid down instruAions for 
the generals, under the ihspefHon of Camot, 2 
worthy member of the cruel Committee of Pub* 
lie Safety, who pretended to be one of the best 
engineers and ablest statesmen of the age, al- 
though he had never conducted a siege, coiti- 
manded a battalion, or carried on or negotiated 
a single treaty; but in the different situations in 
which rebellion and crime had placed him, he pro- 
fited by the information of those wKo groaned 
tmder his regicide tyranny, and arrogated to him- 
self 



' • Aceeriing to Carnot's stitcment, fubliAcd iy tlit NaHcnal 
tConvcntion in Nivote, an. li. the Army of the North consisted 
of 220,000 men; the Armies of the Rhine and the Mu.>>e11c, 
2X0,000; the Army of the Alps, 60,000 ; of the Eastern Pyrenees, 
fOoo i the Atmj oftkt Sotithi 60^000 *, oC \^« Vf t«i,%o^oQo« 
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sctfthe success of plans diametrically opposite to^ 
tiiose %£ his own mvention*. 

This was the case wi^ a plan for a campaign 
seni to Pichegru a short time after his arrival at 
the head-^uarters-of the Army of the North. 
According to Gamot*s orders, the war commit- 
tee at Paris, and the conventional deputies, in* 
shted that Pkhegm should attack the centre of 
the enemy in fhe ferett of Mormalci although 
5 ■ • ' ■ • ' this" 

* la dM IM ASomiairs Bio|npKique, a Work from tn able \mA^ 
i^(l9iB« ^ MB ^7|Jl ^hfiiblbwiiif note conccrping Caroot i 

On nt I'Murolt irop liin reiparquer I'jmpudeur avec laquelle ce 
<hftioti \ fpA, ^H^elt*M^t*ctord€ vne repvtati^n milltairet 
QPHIB ttit tw f i !> »it— 4 fMiftt*il m dnigM jmatt im bttoilion*. 
e( ^o*U oa.montni fuc dM talent d'adm'mistrateur ou dc curaliste» 
a voulu enleyer l-Jourdan la'glotre de la'bataiile de Fleurus, et 
fiift croH* aMWi f»V/ w«lr ^««/#«r 'du frtft^ frnvashfi de /«- 
H^sU FJftNl^t(vpf. 4^'RfP^4H dm ir# Vtndtmiairt^ Ah,i.) iU 
a'est pas etoonant que ce conspirateur« \ vues aussi etroitea que san* 
giiinalreii et dont rie^ ne s^aoroit egaler la vanite, ait cm pouvoir* 
fairMiblier t tnuttwunt avtelUquel U *9miKt itxplan^.sMr U font 
d/gMvrmaift puisqu 'il inagUieni biea pouvoir faiieoublier auan 
que fa maZ/r, qui osa tracer depu'is le& mats de vertu et d'bonneur^ 
avoit iigni twtncei arrets qui d'Tvasterent ta patrft^ Ennemiper* 
Miir/</r/'/«i6rxfrjr9 dDntileoviQicUgloire, ainti'qae celle de tnm 

_K —1. * 

leageoeraux, il a, dana wt^^Exptoits des Fvangois^ oxt^\% ou a|tri)>u6 \ 
^8 ofHciers en sous ordre, les viAoIres de ce general avee miuvais 
Ibi M«ia*fait maUadreke. - './:.«; 

^ The Report of Ba>eul to the Council of Five Hundred, concemlng 
the conspiracy of the iSth Frudlidor» an, v« confirms the aboveg an4 
exhibits Carnot in ^i^ true coil 
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this general represented both the danger and ab- 
surdity of so doing, which the several defeats al- 
ready experienced by the French) on this point, 
seemed to confirm: thus, when, after repeated 
losses, at the risk of bis life, Fichegru entirely 
changed this favourite plan of the infatuated 
Carnot into his own projeft of invading West 
Flanders, the regicide Carnot, in bis Report to 
the National Convention, of the iirst Veode- 
miaire, year iii. had the impudence to take to 
himself all the honour of Plchegru's viAo- 

Soon after Fichegru had assumed his new 
command, from the beginning of March, he 
formed a great number of encampments, to ac> 
custom the many recruits of his army to military 
movements. After a fortnight passed in this 
manner, he coUefted a great number of troops 
round Cambray and Guise, for the purpose of 
executing Carnot's orders, by driving the Allies 
from the forest of Mormale,and forming the siq[e 
of Qiicsnoy. He began on the 29th of the same 
month, by attacking the Austrian posts at Ca- 
teau, Beauvais, and Solesme, which he carried; 
but, although his attack was both well formed 
and 
• f«th»J«ltnoU. 




tad skilAiUy dlreCied, the Imperialists, rallying* 
obliged hiui, after being repulsed on his whole 
line, to retreat, with the loss of six hundred men 
killed and wounded. 

NotwithstaDdiD^ almost daily engagemeniS| 
the opening of one of the most famous and mo-i 
uientous campaigns, eittier among the ancients 
or moderns (and which placed Picbegru above 
Suooaparte and alt other republican generals, ai 
much for his talents as for his virtues), had not 
yet taken places at length, on the 16th of Aprilj 
the combined armies, consisting of Austrians, 
British, Dutch, Hanoverians, and Hessians, 
amounting to 187,000 men, assembled on the 
heights above Catcau, and were reviewed by the 
Emperor of Germany, who had lately assumed ■ 
the command in persoiL In pursuance of the 
plan previously agreed upon, they advanced dur- 
ing the succeeding day in eight columns, three 
of which were intended as corps of observation. 
"pie first, composed of Austrian and Dutch 
troops, under the command of Prince Christian 
of Hesse Darmstadt, took possession of the vil^^ 
lage of Calillon, where they obtained four pieces 
of cannon, and, having crossed the Sambre, ,im« 
mediately occupied a position between that river 
and the little Helpc, so as to invest Landrecics^ 
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M that side. The second, led by LicDtenanl- 
I^Cfleral Alvinizi, took post in the forest Nou- 
*ion. The third, headed by the Emperor and 
the Prince of Cobourg, afcer forcing the ene- 
my's entrenchments, advanced to the heights 
«a\led tht Grand and Petit Bloeiis. The fourth 
ind fifth columns were formed from the army 
under the Duke of York, that of which his 
RoyalHighncss took the direftion being intended 
(o attack the village of Vaux. Major-general 
Abcrcromby commenced the assault with the 
Tan, supported by the two grenadier companies 
oF the first regiment of guards, onder the com- 
mand of Colonel Stanhope, and stormed and toote 
the star redoubt, while three battalions of Aus- 
trian grenadiers, commanded by Major Petrascht 
attacked the wood, and made themselves masters 
of the works wlijch the French had constrtiiftcd 
fbirits defence. 
■ Sir William Erskine wai equally successful 
iHth the other column; for, finding the enemy 
postedat Wemontithe brigade of British infantry, 
with four Squadrons of light dragoons, was de- 
tached under Lieut en an r-gencral Harconrt to lam 
tfceir position; while he himself attaakcd it in 
front with three battalions of tJie regiment of 
KaunitZ) supported by a well-dircited fire of 
Bviu^li 
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British ind Austrian utiUerf, under the ord^ 
of Lieutenuit-colond Congrevc ; and not onlf 
obtained possession of the redoubts, but of two 
pieces of cannon and a pair of colours. , 

The success of this extensive and complicated - 
attack (in coDsequence of which the French un^ 
dcr General Pichegru tost thirty pieces of artil- 
ierjt nine of which were taken by the column 
under the iounediatc command ' of his Roy^ • 
Hi^iness the Duke of York) being now coii>- 
plete, it was immediately determined to lay siege 
to Landrecies. The direction of this important 
afiair was entrusted to the Hereditary Prince of 
Orange; while His ImperinJ Majesty, with the 
grand army, estimated at 60,000 men, covered 
.the operations on the side of Guise, and the 
troops under the Duke of York, amounting to 
near 30,000, were employed in a similar service 
toward C^imbray. A body of Austrians an4 
Hessians, to the number of 12,000, under Gene- 
ral Wurmb, were at the same time stationed ncaf 
Douay and Boucliain ; Count Kaunitz wit^ 
15,000 defended ihe passage of the Sambre*, and 
General Clairfayt, with 40,000 more, protefted 
flanders, from Toumay to the sea. Such were 
the strength and position of the Allies, even 
vrithout the assistance of the Prussians (who j 
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made no movement in tbcir favour)j thai all ge- 
nerals of [be old school imagined success to be 
inevitable: and appearances, for a time, seemed 
to confirm their conjeftures; for on the 21st of 
• the same month, the Hereditary Prince of Orange 
made a general attack upon, and carried, all the 
posts still occupied by the enemy in front of 
L^uidrecies: he also took their entrenched camp 
by storm, and obtained possession of a strong 
redoubt within six hundred yards of the body of 
the place. 

To raise the siege of Landrccies, Pichegru 
ordered an attack on the advanced posts of the 
Prince of Cobourg, at BIocus and Nouvionj at 
the former the French were repulsed; but Nou- 
vion was carried, and General Alvinizi obliged to 
retreat: some success on the part of General 
Wurmb, however, rendered this an event of smaQ 
importance. 

Apprehensive that he could not succeed in 
Yaisiug the siege of Landrccies, :ind yet not 
daring to Infringe the orders of the Committee 
of Public Safety, to persevere in attacking the 
centre of ihe allies, Pichegru collected, in Cwsar's 
Camp, a force of thirty thousand men under 
Souham, and twenty thousand under Moreau, 
tai the purpose of making a detached invasion of 
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West Flanders. General Otto being sent on 
the 23d to reconnoitre them, an engagement 
ensuedf in which the French were driven into 
Cambray with loss; and the next day were re- 
pulsed with great slaughter, in an attack on the 
heights of Cateau, where the Duke of York ^was 
posted; on this occasion Lieutenant-general Cha- 
pay, with three hundred and thirty officers and 
privates, were taken prisbners^ and thirty-five 
pieces of cannon fell into the hands of the Eng- 
lish. But these defeats were not of sufficient 
consequence to preventPichegru from persevering 
in his original enterprise. 

While the subordinate generals were employed 
in this incursion, Pichegru,on the 26th, advanced 
in five columns, drove in all the outposts and 
piquets of the. besieging army, attacking along 
the whole frontier, from Treves to the sea; but 
in the progress of this day he did not succeed; on 
the contrary, he was forced to retreat, and wals 
pursued to the very gates of Cambray, with loss 
both of men and artillery. 

Pichegru, however, returned to the charge on 
the 29th, assailing an almost impregnable post, 
defended by General Clairfayt at Moucron, and, 
by his success, retrieved the disaster of the for- 
mer confli^ besides animating his troops wtth. 
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itlie confidence resuhinjr from a iirst victory; and 
notwithstanding the defeat of a h&dy of 30,000 
.men of his army, who ha<j attacked the Duke «f 
.Yorft at Tournay (on which occasion they loit 
thirteen pieces of cannon, and above four hun- 
,<ired men taken prisoners), he in a short trme 
sfter obtained possession of Werwick, Courtray, 
and Menin, the last of which held out four days; 
'Wheo, finding no probability of succour, the gar- 
rison, consisting chiefly of emigrants, forced their 
way througji the enemy with great bravery, but 
with great loss. 

Landrecies had now surrendered} and Piche- 
gni, convinced of the impr aft! c ability of Carnot's 
plan, recommended by the Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety, desisted from further attacks on the 
centre of the Allies. He would not even at- 
tempt the recovery of Landrecies; but, leaving 
small garrisons in the central fortresses, to pre- 
vent surprize, projcQcii a combined movement 
with the army of the Ardemies, and, taking Beau- 
mont, made some incursions between the Sam bre 
:2ad the Meusc. 

The Army of the Allies, in consequence of 
tlie offensive operations of Pichegru, who, whe- 
ther vanquished or vidorious, proved incessant 
.in luB attacks, being thus broken into many se- 
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parate masses, aiid destitute 'of unity in its 6pera« 
tionsj was evidently liable to be overcome. 

Numerous skirmishes took place during the 
early part of May; and on the 10th an attack 
was made on the Duke of York, near Touraay, 
in which the French were defeated, and thrtfS 
thousand killed. General Clairfayt, who, sinceT 
his defeat at Moucron, had occupied a strong po-» 
sition, so as to cover Ghent, Bruges, and Ostend^ 
at the same time attempted to drive the French 
from Cotirtray ; but are inforcement was judici- 
ously thrown into the town by Pichegru ; and in 
an engagement which took place the ensuing 
day, General Qairfoyt was driven back into his^ 
original position at Thielt. Xhis last aftron did 
the greatest honour to the gallant, but unlucky 
Austrian general, and Pichegru decided the fate 
of the day solely by the celerity and imity of his 
attacks. 

During this conflift, while Pichegru was pur- 
suing his viftorious career in the West, General 
Jourdan, already celebrated for his viftories at- 
Hoondschoote and Maubeuge, had the command * 
of the Army of the Ardennes ; and with this 
army, and the right wing of tKe Arnly of the * 
North, he crossed the Sambre, forced General 
Kaunit2 to retreat, and took posse^sVoik oi ^<yei-^ 
VOL. II* C . xivcit. 
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tainerEvequci.and Binch; which, however, he 
vas obliged to relinquish, on the appearance of 
%a Austrian force, with the loss of near 5000 men 
9nd three pieces of cannon. 
, The Armies of the North and Ardennes, again 
partially united, were at this time under the ty- 
ranny of the constitutional deputies St. Just and 
Le Bas, who stimulated the troops to exertion by 
perpetual threats of e^iecution in case of failure ; 
threats which, from them, could never be con- 
sidered idle or nugatory ; because, as they often 
repeatedj ** the permanency of the guillotine ivas 
the order of the day** After the last defeat of 
Xourdan, Pichegru went to assist him to re«-orga- 
nize the Army of ^. the Ardennes, and to instruft 
him how to aft with more method even in acce- 
lerating his operations. He, however, not only 
found this army terrified by the cruelties of the 
two pro-consuls; but, when he had formed plans 
for passing the. Sambre, and besieging Charjeroi, 
they were frustrated by the precipitation, violcncfe, 
and ignorance of those men, who controlled him, 
and superseded his authority. 
. To expel the French from Flanders became a 
principal objeft.of the Allies; and Pichegru, in 
his turn, did every thing in his power both to 
jOfUntsuD and extend his conquest in this pro- 
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isJncc. To allure General Clairfeyt from his ad- 
vantageous position near Tliielt,Pichegru ordered 
General Moreau to hem in and blockade Yypres 
in the beginning of June. In his attack to re- 
lieve this city, General Clairfayt met with no- 
thing but defeats^ particularly on the ISth of 
June> near Hooglede, which caused the fall of 
Yypres, and by it chiefly decided the fete of 
West Flanders. The Allies were, however, de- 
termined to make another attempt; for this pur- 
pose, after many skirmishes, in which Lannoy,' 
Turcoing, Roubaix, Mouveaux, and all the great 
posts in the road from Lille to Courtray, were 
taken by the Duke of York on the iSth; and 
the next day, a general attack was made under 
the eye of the Emperor himself; but it was ren- 
dered unsuccessfulby the delay of two columns, 
which ought to have forced the- passage of La 
Marque, but whose tardiness, from fatigue, left 
open tlie communication between Lille and 
Courtray, and deranged the whole plan of ope- 
rations ; though, in detached points, the Allies 
gained some advantages. In several reports and 
narratives of the French, His Roval Hiiihncss 
the Duke of York is much praised for his vigor- 
ous attacks and able manoeuvres on I^cvjA, i;o«^ 
when, leading on seven battaVvon-s oS l?*t\x\§cs 

c 2 ' ^ 
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five of AustrianSj and two of Hessian's, with sis^ 
squadrons of light dragoons and four of hussars» 
he forced the French,, after the stoutest resist- 
ance, to evacuate Lannoy and Roubaii^, and af- 
terwards advanced against Mouveaux*. Gene-^ 
ral Abercromby attacked at the same time, with 
four battalicms of Guards, seconded by the se^ 
venth and fifteenth light dragoons, under Lieu* 
tenant-colonel Churchill; and the enemy was 
compelled to retire^ with the loss of three pieces 
of cannon. ^ 

Early in the ensuing morning, the republi- 
cans, under P^chegru, attacked, in great force, 
the post at Turcoing. Two battalions of Aus- 
trians, detached by the Duke of York to make a' 
diversion, failed in returning to, him, and thus 
left an opening on his right. The French, pour- 
ing in torrents of troops on every side, had c6n>- 
pletely surrounded the British battalions ; but 
these, with the greatest bravery, although with 
much difficulty and loss, cut thgir way through, 
and made an honourable retreat. General Piche- 
gru had received positive orders from the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, to direft the chief attack 
against the British troops s the Royal British 

' Com- 

^ Coup-d'oell sur la Cunpagne de FUndres, Ml Tan. li. par un 
Republicaiiif page 9. 



-Commander was therefore assailed on all sido^ 
by such a superior number of republicans^ that 
his troops were forced to give way, and he found 
h impossible either to join the Brigade of the 
Guards, or that commanded by Major-general 
Fox \ but " hy> the grrafest intrepidity and pre^ 
sena of mind^^ he was at length enabled to es- 
cape to a body of Austrians, commanded by 
iG^eral Otto, accompanied only by a few dra- 
goons of the sixteenth regiment j while Major- 
general Abercromby, with some difficulty, made 
•good his retreat to Templeuve,^ and Major-gene- 
ral Fox fortunately succeeded in gainihg the yil" 
. ' k^e of Leers** 

During this battle^ which lasted the whole day» 

Pichegra ordered Moreau, although with inferior 

forces, to occupy General Clairfayt, which, by 

his able manoeuvres^ he effected. According to 

• the French account, they took this day fifteen 

. hundred prisoners, and sixty pieces of cannon ;, 

. but it i$ on the other hand asserted, that they left 

on the field four thousand slain, while the Allies* 

lost only three thousand. 

In their estimated of the successes of this day, 
the opposing armies widely differed: the Duke 

c3' of 

*■ See Coup-d'eeil sur la Campagne de ¥Vatkd^tt«)^<l!^ \%« ^ twa% 
jfinmmtatmyUyju^Qt^ butao ftsmAry^- 
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of York^ in his public orders, declared that he had 
little to regret, except the loss of so many brave 
men.. Pickegru, believing the Allies to be des- 
titute of artillery, made on the 22d a general 
assault oh their lines with a hundred therusand 
menjintending to force the passage of the Scliel^t, 
and invest Tournay. The assault began at five 
o'clock in the morning, and the French, con- 
tinually bringing up fresh troops, continued it 
the whole day: about three o'clock in the after- 
neon the right wing of the Allies, being greatly 
fatigued, began to give ground ; when the Duke 
of York detached seven Austrian battalions, and 
the second brigade of British infantry, under 
Major-general Fox, to their support. , The spi- 
rit* and perseverance of the English soldiers de- 
cided the fate of the day; they stormed the 
village of Pont^achin, rushed with fixed bayonets 
into the heart of the French army, and threw 
them into such confusion, that they could ne- 
ver be rallied, notwithstanding all Pichegru's en- 
deavours, who continued for fourteen hours in 
the midst of the fire, leading on or rallying- his 
troops. This general had, during the battle, three 
horses killed bnder him, and two aides-de-camp 
shot by his side. 

The Allies lay on their arms that night, ex- 
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peAing a renewed attack in the morning ^ but tht 
French retreated to Lille, Tichegru having made 
the most judicious arrangements to prevent his 
army from being turned or assailed by the nume* 
rous Austrian jcavalry. Such a battle has seldom 
been fought : the republicans were in action, un- 
der an incessant lire of cannon and musketry, up- ** 
wards of twelve hours; besides a retreat of four 
hours, constantly within the reach of cannon 
shot : twelve thousand of their men were left 
dead on the field, and five hundred taken prison- 
ers. The loss of the Allies was estimated at four 
thousand^; 

The spirited conduft of the British troops,*^ 
though but ii very small numbef, on all these 
occasions, rendered them at once the admiration 
of the Allies and the terror of the French. Their 
heroic valour, however, which ought to have 
gained thern respcft, only kindled • the fury of 
the republican government 5 and the infamous 
Convention was. base enough to concur in a 
proposition made by the ferocious Committee of 
Public Safety, decreeing, on the 26th of May, 
tbi/t in future no quarter should he given to Bri" 
tisb or Hanoverian troops • This savage edift 
was recommended to the army by an address 

c 4f \!w\^ 
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the prbduftion of Barrerc, one of Buonaparte's 
iavourites^nd counsellors ; in which, after false- 
bf accusing the British government of all the 
-crimes perpetrated by French rebels, or regicides, 

• 

against their own country and countrymen, he 
declared, " that not one of the slavfes of George 
ought to return to the traitorous territory of 
England*." 

When Pichegru received this abominable de- 
cree, and the no less abominable address, he con- 
voked all the generals of his army about hin^, 
ancf in the presence of his staff told them, '^ tiat 
he^ believed them all to be brave men, and therefori 
no assassins : but if he was mistaken in his opinion, 
he would that instant throw up his command, 
though be knew that certain death would be the 
consequence f* but they unanimously agreed with 
their chief, and prqmised to instil the same sen- 
timents into the troops of their respeftive corps \ 
adding, that if the conventional deputies accom- 
panying the aripy insisted upon the enforcement 
of this law of blood, they would to a man resign. 
: As Robespierre had spies every where, it was 

not 



* This decree was of the 26ih May, and the address of the 29lh 
May» 1794. As monuments of, French republican ferocity^ they 
arc never to be forgotten. 
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'■or Tong before he obtained informatlbn of wHat 
lie called the aristocratical and mutinous con* 
du£t of Pichegru and his officers; and Pichegru's» 
Moreau's^ and 592 other names of military cha^ 
Tafters in the- Army of the North, were, after 
Robespierre's death, found upon his list for the 
guillotine, as a job (corvee) in mass after the 
campaign should be over. It requires more real 
courage to brave the scaffold than the mouths of 
cannons*. 

It is^ necessary to observe, however, that one 
republican general was cruel and cowardly enough 
to execute this mandate of the regicides. When, 
in July ITS^, .some Hanoverians were made 
prisoners in maritime Flanders, General Van 
Damme, to stimulate his troops by his exam- 
ple, put one to death with his own hands, as 
he had a few months before done to some unfor^^^ 
tunate emigrants at Pumessf. This General 
Van Damme is now amoiig Buonaparte's first 
friends and favourites, and his governor at Lille,^ 
in Flanders, after being, in 1794, imprisoned by 
d&e order of General Pichegru for his crimes in 
die Low Countries,, and in 1800 degraded by 

c 5 General 

• 

* Le Coup-d'ttil de la Campagne de Flaadres, page i6. 
>^ See the last-mentioned pamphlet, pa^ie xl \ vsA \Vvt V^^v\ ^1 
the CampBign o/ General Pkhcgru^bY \>w\\y ^%% ^ 
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General Moreau for his plunder and vexations m 
Suabia*. 

The conduA of the Duke of York upon this* 
occasion was at once dignified and humane^ be- 
coming the son of a kihg^ and a commander in 
the cause of honour, virtue, and loyalty. la- 
stead of issuing orders for immediate retaliation, 
and thus producing all the horrors of mutual as- 
isassination. His Royal Highness, in an address 
to his army, dated June 7, 1794, nobly requested 
the troops to suspend their indignation, and re- 
minded them, ** that mercy to the vanquished is 
the brightest gem in a soldier's charafter :" while 
the republican rulers were the butchers of their 
fellow-citizens, the English Prince a£ted as a 
generous soldier, whose profession was disgraced 
by such an attempt to abolish the laws of war and 
humanity i and as a guardian of the subjedls of 
his august father, who were thus invidiously 
singled out as people to whom alone the ordi- 
nary regulations of civilized states ought not to 
be extendedL. 

In 



• In August i8oo, General Moreau degraded Van Damme at 
•R accomplice of the Commissary General Pommier, condemned 
to be shot by the* sentence of a court*mirtial» for plunder and extor- 
tion in SuabiaL Van Damme continued during the whole campaign. 
in the rear oi th€ 9imf» 
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In the mean time the French army, pressed 
by the republican tyrants St. Just and Le Bas> 
had on the 20th of May repassed the Sambre, re- 
captured Fontaine TEveque, and Binch, and par- 
tially invested Charleroi j but they were again 
routed by General Count Kaunitz, with the loss 
of five thousand men killed, wounded and pri- 
soners, and fifty pieces of cannon. The loss was, 
however, compensated on the other side, where 
a portion of the Army of the Moselle was placed 
under Jourdan, and received the name of the Ar- 
my of the Sambre and the Meuse. This force, 
consisting of forty thousand men, invaded tbe 
duchy of Luxemburg, took possession of Arlon, 
and obliged General Beaulieu to fall hack on 
Marche, in order to cover Namur. The Duke 
of York's position at Tournay was thus rendered, 
for several days, very precarious, as a great pof- 
tion of the allied army was obliged to fall back 
to cover Brussels and Ghent, and the Prince of 
Cpbourg marched the principal part of his army 
.to their relief. . . 

St. Just and Le: Ba$, ignorant oftaflics^ and 
cruel, like most upstarts in power, were, coix- 
trary to the representations of Pichegru, still per- 
severing to sacrifice the lives of the soldiers for 
. t}xe attaimnent of a proposed point, and again 

c 6 . * ^^^S!«- 
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coiDpelkd the troops to cross the Sambre on the 
I 3d of June, and commence the blockade o£ , 
Charleroi ; but being attijcked by the combined 
.army under the Hereditary Prince of Orange, , 
and by a judicious sally of the garrison, they j 
were compelled once more to fall back to their 
former position, after a great loss both of men ] 
and artillery. ' 

Notwithstanding their reiterated miscarriages \ 
in that quarter, the enemy soon after re-crossed i 

the Sambre, and assumed a position near Cos- 
selics, for the purpose of covering the siege of ' 
Charleroi, before which tliey had already begun 
to open trenchesi but the same general who had i 
defeated them a few days before, arrived again, j 
and obliged them, on the 6th of June, to retreat 
with the loss of near six thousand men, twenty- 
two pieces of cannon, thirty-five ammunition 
waggons, a considerable number of horses, and 
a great quantity of baggage. But General Jour- 
- dan; having received numerous reiriforcements 
from the Army of the Moselle, crossed the Sam- V 
bre a fourth time, stormed the Austrian camp at 
Betignies, and prepared again to besiege a city 
which hod so long repelled his attacks. 

The right wing,of the Army of the North, so i 
often, by the infatuation of St. Just and X^e Bas, 
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defeated before Charlerol^ had now joined the 
Army of the Sambre and the Meuse ; and Piche* 
gruj who commanded them, confident in supe- 
rior forces, determined at all events to succeed; 
The Prince of Cobourg on this occasion ,aban-' 
donedToumay, fcaving the defence of theScheldt 
to the Duke of York, and withdrawing all his 
posts before Valenciennes, Quesnoy, and the 
other French towns in his possession, to ful-^ 
fil the more important task of succouring West 
Flanders. For this purpose he spent two days 
in preparation, and then made, on the 27th p£ 
June, a general attack on the advanced post of 
Jourdan's army. Charleroi had the preceding 
day been forced td suirender at discretion. The 
Prince of Cobourg, assisted by the Prince of 
Orange and General Beaulieu, not being ac- 
quainted with^this event, after the attack oa 
the advanced post, marched with the combined 
army, divided into five columns, and made pre- 
parations to relieve the place. * Having attacked 
the enemy's entrenchments, in the direction of 
Lambrissurt, Espinies, and Gosselies, he obliged 
a few detached bodies to retreat, though pro- 
tected by sevci^ very strong redoubts; but such 
Witt tile opposition, experienced on this occasion " 
by the Allies, that it was evening befbt^ \iva\^&. 
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wing had arrived at the principal heights, which 
•were fortified by an extensive range of fields 
works, lined with "an immense quantity of heavy 
artillery. Although a variety of unforeseen ol>- 
stacles had hitherto interposed, an attempt was 
now made to force this strong position with the 
biiyonet; while Jourdan, on the other hand, 
having obtained the assistance of the besieging 
army in consequence of the fall of Charleroi, de- 
termined, according to the advice and plqn rf 
Pichegru^y to decide the fate of Flanders in a 
pitched battle. He accordingly advanced with 
a numerous army, and made such a disposition^ 
as to enable the greater part of his forces to con- 
tend with the left wing of the Allies only. Ne- 
vertheless, such was the impetuous valour of the 
assailants against four times superior forces, 
strengthened and protefted by the nature of • 
their position, and by every tlung which the 
modern art of war could invent, that they re- 
peatedly penetrated the French Knes, and formed 
several times upder the fire of their jcannon; btit 
■towards sevei\,p'clock,in the evening, the advan- 
tage obtained by Jourdan. became conspicuous } 
for, having drawn his troops out of their en- 
trench- 



*¥ 



* See Le Coup-d'all, ^a^tH* 
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trenchmentS) and made three distin£): charges 
upon the enemy, after an aftion which com- 
menced at dawn of day, and did not entirely con- 
clude until near sun-set, victory, which had been 
hovering by turns over each of the rival armies^ 
declared finally in favour of the tepublicans. The 
combined troops, taking advantage of the night» 
immediately fell back, first on Marbois^ and next 
on Nivelle, with an intent, if possible, to covor 
Namur. 

Thus ended the battle of Fleurus, which ob- 
liged the Allies to forego all hopes of retaining 
possession of Flanders; as their force, which 
consisted originally of a hundred and eighty 
thousand men, was reduced to seventy thousand^ - 
while that of the republicans was increased to 
more thah three hundred thousand. Neither 
the loss of the combined powers during this bat- 
tle, nor that of the French, has been precisely 
"ascertained. The efFefts, however^ were prodi-^ 
gious ; for the Allies now retreated in aU quar- 
ters j and Bruges, Tournay, Mons, Oudenarde,, 
Brussels, and even Namur> were left without 
protedion. 

That the French, however, during the fitst 
three months of this severe campaign, had lost 
more men even than the combined powers, or. 
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rather sacrificed a greater number of their coun- 
trymen to the absurd and cruel obstinacy rf the* 

-national deputies^ may be concluded from a 
French author, who states, " that the officers^ 
and soldiers killed and wounded in one point, in 
the attempts to pass the Sambre, and to blockade* 

;9r besiege Charleroi, amounted, according to the 

: French army estimates and registers, to 44,604»;. 

-of whom,, the same author says, 30,000 at least 
might have been spared, if St.. lust and Le Bas^ 

•Ead not aAed contrary to the proposals and plans;. 

!4>f General Pichegru*." 

About the same period, or on the 26th of June, 

-that virtuous patriot and able general, the Eart 
of Moira,, arriving at Ostend, with seven thousand 
men, found Yypres and Thorout, /On one side,, 
■and Bruges on the other, in possession 6f the* 
French;, and, despairing of Tendering effeftual' 
assistance in any other quarter, on the 28th he 
pressed forward to join the Duke of York, who^ 

• with the body of the English and Allies under- 
kis command, had participated, of course, in the 

.disasters of the campaign; taking his route 
through Bruges, which, at his approach the 
{'rench evacuated, to Malle. General VanDamme- 

waa 

* See the Use-mentioned ^xn|»h\ett ^^t %^% 
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was in the neighbourhood with twenty thousand 
men^ and would have fiallen upon the English 
force,' but for the skilful marches and evolutions 
of the Earl of Moira, and the ingenious deception 
of that highly-valuable officer Major-geheral 
Doyle, the British Quarter-master-general> who 
made the burgomaster of Bruges believe that the 
English army consisted of fifteen thousand men, 
and that as many more would arrive the same 
evenings intelligence of which was conveyed to 
the French general, and prevented his attacking 
the English troops*. 

. It was on this occasion that General Piche^ 
grui who had -sent Van Damme purposely to in* 
tercept and capture the Earl of Moira's army 
(the small mumber of whicKwas known to him 
before it left Ostend), wrote to Van Damme^s 
proteAors, the conventional deputies^-and accused 
him of incapacity, concluding with saying, that 
he was as ignorant as barbarous. This letter 
had l^en expedited to Robespierre, and was found 
among his papers, marked, ^^ to ^ firwarded 
in time to the public accuser at the revolutionaff 
tribunal^ as a proof of PichegriCs aristocracy!^ 
This admirable patriot of thfe modern repub- 
lican 
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lican school, Van Damtne, had, before the Revo- 
lution, been condemned to the gallows, and had 
afterwards both murdered and plundered en masses 
To charge such a ivorthy citizen of the French 
commonwealth with incapacity and harbarityy was 
an unpardonable crime with his accomplices, the 
terrorists and jacobins, and, by their code qf laws 
and revolutionary justice, deserved nothing less 
than the guillotine*. 

After several marches and counter-marches 
between the 1st. and 8th of July, the Earl of 
Moira at last, having overcome numerous difii* 
culties, by means of a rapid movement, com- 
pleted the objeft of the expedition| and effefted 
his jun<5lion wjth His Royal Highness the Duke of 
York* During his Lordship's fatiguing marches, 
the French took possession of Ostend, and march-- 
cd towards Ghent ; the Prince of Cobourg was 
again, after a noble resistance, defeated by a 
vastly superior enemy at Mons and Soignea; the 
French gained possession of Mons ; the Duke 
of York, always pursued by Pichegru, was obliged 
to retreat from RevaiX to Grammont, and sub- 

'if • 

iequently to Aschc, Malines, and Kontieq, while 

the 



* Coup-d'sil, page 42, and Couitois' Report to the Katlooai 
CanvcDiioDt p^t 6, 
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the French rendered themselves masters of 
Gtient, Oudenarde, and Toumay. The French 
Army of the Sambre and theMeuse under Jonr- 
izo; being joined by thait of the North under Pi- 
chegruj they both pressed their advantages on 
every side; and after a series of engagements 
and skirmishes, possessed themselves of Brussels - 
en the 9th of July, where the conventional de- 
puties, the representatives of the Great Nation, 
sat in dreadful state, issuing orders of blood and 
plunder. 

. The republican armies halted in positions ap- 
pointed by Pichegru, and reached from Liege to 
Antwerp; while the Austrians defended the 
banks of the Meuse from Ruremonde to Maor 
stricht : the troops of England and Holland, hav- 
ing retired be}-ond Breda, were encamped at 
Osterwist, and a corps was posted at Ludhoven, 
to keep open the communication between thd 
armies. Malines, Louvaine, Judoigne, Namur» 
Antwerp, Tongers, Liege, St. Amand, Mar- 
chienner, Cateau, and other places, had already 
been evacuated ; and Conde, Valenciennes, Que$» 
noy, and Lahdrecies, abandoned to their own 
strength^ were invested by the republicans, who 
were fortified by the additional terror of a sa- 
yage decree of the regicide convention, forbid- 



I 
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ding them to give quartir to any of the gar- 
ii$ons> unless they, surrendered on the first' sum- 
mons. 

During the last four months, while PichegrUf, 
in , gathering so many laurels for himself, ha4 
done such great and effe<^hial services to. his^ 
country, he had not Qhly to contend with the 
ignorance, cupidity, and jealousy of the deputies 
accompanying his army ; but with the envy, ma- 
levolence, and cruelty of Camot, Robespierre,, 
and the other members of the Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety.— Aftar his Victory of the 18th of May,» 
at Turcoing, he intended, by a bold but wise 
combination, to pass the Scheldt near Oudenarde^ 
«nd to cut off General CUurfayt from all commn* 
nication with the Englisli army, to fight the 
Austrians singly, and afterwards to fall upon the 
rear of the troops opposing J'ourdan ; but the 
Committee of Public Safety sent him other orders 
for his operations,, which,, absurd as they were, he 
was obliged to obey \ and thousands of lives were 
lacrificed, which might have been spared,'afid the* 
same end obtained. 

Although Fichegru had only influence and 
command in the combined and general plans of 
•the motions and transaAions of the Army of the 
<Sambre and the Meuse^ he was. nevertheless re-^ 
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garded as the commander in chief over all the 
^publicaA ^troops and armies on this frontier* 
His powers, his successes, his talents, and his 
gloiy^ alike offended the republican pro-consuls ; 
and tl^y were mean enough to let him often per- 
ceive it, particularly at Brussels, where they did 
every thing to counteraA^^r change all his pro* 
je&Sf and to impede his future progress. With 
that virtuous severity which charaAerlzes him, 
Pichegru contented himself with telling them*, 
that be observed aristocracy bad only changed 
bands in Frcitice i but that the aristocracy of revo» 
lutionary upstarts^ or political hypocrites^ was 
tnore dangerous and disgraceful than that of kings- 
or patricians. In revenge for this just and point-, 
ed remark, the regicides, « to lessen the extent of 
his authority, forced him to separate the Armies 
of the North, and of the Sambre and the Meuse> 
which, but lately, and with so much pains, had 
formed a junction* 

Though Pichegru was disgusted with the be- 
haviour and^ principles of these deputies, and of 
the members of the Committee of Public Safety, 
his constant and. only study and labour were to 
serve his country, and to silenfce or calm the 
vile passions of its vile tyrants by ne^ vi<Slo- 
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rics. He therefore, after the capture of Ant- 
trerp, formed a plan, which, by cutting off all 
connexion between the English and Austrian ar- 
mies, would have brought him nearer td the last, 
and ensured the successes of the Army of the 
Sambre and the Meuse, as well as favoured the 
movementsof the republican troops on theRhine; 
but the jealousy of. his superiors, and of General 
Jourdan, prevented the execution of this well- 
contrived plan. 

From these scenes of carnage, in which the 
horrors of death are diminished by the ** pride, 
pomp, and circumstance of glorious war," our 
attention is called to contemplate transad^ions no* 
less sanguinary, though infinitdy more dreadful, 
exhibited in that internal government of France, 
which had appointed Pichegru to the command, 
and continually held the axe of the guillotine 
suspended over his head. Terror, avowed as a' 
system, stalked through the land, dealing on 
every side the blow of fate, and extinguishing 
love, mutual confidence, honour and pity. The 
various devices for proving treason, or treason- 
able inclinations, gave vigour to a host of spies, 
informers, and persecutors, some of whom were 
in the p;iy of government j some hoped to conci- 
liate 



■PICHEGRU. 4:^ 

liatc favour*; and others thought, by denouncing 
their nearest relatives or most intimate friends, to 
avoid those persecutions, of which the next mo- 
ment might make themselves the victims. No 
inati could consider himself sure of an hour's life, 
yet no man was permitted to prepare himself for 
death ; and he who dared to express or inculcate 
a hope of a- better existence beyond the grave, in* 
curred imminent danger of being sacrificed as an 
incorrigible fanatic. 

As no motive of safety, nor any prospeft of 
advantage, stimulated the conventional rulers 
of France to so profuse a waste of human life, 
it could be nothing but their own blood-thirsty 
charafters, and their total disregard for all moral 

and 

* Miot, one of the jacobin ministers in Tuscany during* the 
first six months of the French Republic, was suspedted of having 
rereiv«d bribe's, without sharing them with his ^vorthy employers^' 
and therefore was sent a prisoner to the Luxemburg at Paris ; where^ 
to obtain favour, he became an informer against his fellow-pri*' 
soners, and a spy of Chaumette, Robespierre, Barrere, and Fou- 
fuier Tinville ; and, according to the author of " Memoir et sur lei 
Prisons ie Paris^ en an, ii. et iii. page 44," Miot*s denunciations 
ArouKhi.tiA innocent persons to the scaffold. He was in disgrace 
under the Direftory { but in 1799' Buonaparte made bim one of bit 
iri^mnes ; mndbe is still a confidential friend of bis Consular Ma* 
Jesty^ \L'bo bas promised bim an embatsj^,^tt9 Nouvelies 2k U 
Miifli Bninulfe ix.N9.11. 
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and religious principle^, that produced so man^ 
horrors and such monstrous deeds^ but with 
the usual revolutionary cant of irepublican ty- 
rants^ while daily inundating the scaflfold. with 
the blood of hundreds of their viAims, and pro* 
scribing by a single decree 250,OpO families *, 
they spoke of their humanity, generosity, and 
justice, as often as of their liberty, equality, and 
fraternity. 

On the 31 si of January, 1794, Robespierre 
made a report to the National Convention, on 
the nature and op^ations of the revolutionary 
government ; in which he contrived, with singu- 
lar art and sagacity, to impress general notions 
of virtue^ mildness^ and benevolence ,• while, by. 

decrying 

> On the 17th of September^ 179J, Merlin de Douai caused the 
Convention to decree, 'f that all persons of the former privileged 
orders, and their relations, should be arrested as suspe&ed; and 
within four weeks 250,000 families were imprisoned] in all parts 
of France^ witji intent to expose them to the same massacres at 
the prisoners at Paris had experienced on the 2d of September* 
1 79Z. Merlin was then, and is yet, called Merlin-suspeiis — Mrriin* 
partnce. He is the same person who was made one of the direc« 
tsrs after the revolution of the 4th of September, 1797, and is «t 
present 6uonaparte*s favourite, and attorney -general to his tribunal 
of revision He was before the Revolution a pettifogging attorney, 
without chara^er or property ; but during the Revolution he has 
bought ten millions of national estates. — See DiQionftalre Bhm 
grapAigue^ pag. j8 et 1^; and Prudhomme^ art. Merlin. 
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decrying the two extremes of coldness and ultra- 
revolutionary vigour, he subjcfted every man to 
a rigorous inquisition, which might declare him 
the enemy of the Republic 5 and to persons of that 
description the revolutionary government owed 
no prcfteBionhut death^. 

Such were the avowed principles of the repub* 
Hcan government, or, what is the same, of the 
National Convention, which had usurped all 
powers 5 and each of its members, while he be- 
longed to the viftorious faftion, was a privileged 
and protefted despot. That all parts of France, 
and every class of Frenchmen, might groan un- 
der the same oppression, feel the same cruelties, 
and witness the same immoralityf , conventional 
deputies were sent as pro-consuls, with unlimited 
authority, to all the departments, as well as to 
the different armies. 

St. Just, who in 1792 was a student at law, 

and 

* See Pnidhomme» vol. v. page 326. 

+ The deputy Subrany wai the rcpresentalt-ve oj the people at 
Pau; where, tc appr§acb the state cf nature^ he stripped himself 
one night, and forced all public fundlionaries, with their wivet' 
and daughters, to accompany him to the play-house naked ; where 
he with his party not only continued in that indecent state dur.ing 
the play, but from his box he declared all persons who did not 
follow hit example, enemies to C(jualiiy.— X,« Annalts duTer* 
rcrhme^ page ^o, 

VOL. U, D 
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and the attorney Le Bas, wercy as has been men- 
tionedi the two conventional commissaries who 
bad accompanied and inspedled the operations of 
the army under Pichegru ; who unnecessarily had 
caused the butchery of so man^ thousand in- 
nocent persons, and who had denounced him to 
Robespierre as an aristocrat, because he oppos- 
ed their sanguinary measures, and did not dis- 
honour his viftories by inhumanity. These, 
and other representatives of the French people 
with the armies, were followed in their missions 
by a horde of commissaries, clerks, and secreta- . 
ties, their relations and friends, whose principal 
occupation was to enrich themselves at the ex- 
pence of their countrymen when in France ; and 
by plunders, requisitions, and extortions, when 
in an enemy's country. The pillage to which 
they addifted themselves was unrestrained by 
principle or shame; and while the representa- 
tives robbed in mass, their followers, by their re^ 
publican aftivity, let nothing escape their cupi- 
dity ; and the viftories of Pichegru ruined Bel- 
gium for a, long time, bepause he had no autho- 
rity to control the civil administration of his 
army*. According to David's history of Piche- 
gru 's 

* Ineptie, ou la CupWilc dcs Rdmioistrations dcs vivres, firent 

naitre 
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gTu's campaign, ** lace^ and articles of a like na" 
ture^ were put in requisition at Brussels and in 
Brabant, under pretence of providing ^r the 
nvantrofihe troops *; and in an aft of accusation 
against Joubert, one of the principal commis- 
saries of the Army of the North, signed by five 
thousand Belgians, he is accused of having put 
in requisition plate ^ jewels^ and diamonds for the 
use of the army hospitals t. 

A short 



naitre tant de difficultes, quMI s*eleva des discussions atscz^ vives. 
Touies vouloient s'approvisionner a Bruxellcs ; mais fc\xx mieux 
dire', toutet se jalousoient^ ft cbacun vouloit avoir Upaturage le 
plutgras pour s^tHgrauser plus promptement, 

Pichegru vit de sang-froid, et le petitesse despro^comuh et Its dis^ 
futes vetilhuses det admiaistrationt. Pour tout concilier, il ac« 
corda.tout ce qu'on demanda pour TArmee du Sambre et Meuse ; 
mais il ne put convenir de rien sur les mouvexnens des troupes^ 
parceque, quoique general en chef de ces deux armees, hs ptu» 
voirs illtmius, eurent I'ambition de faire agir I'ArmSc du Sambre 
et Meuse .tuivant leurs lii^s, -^David's Campagnef du Central 
PicbegrUf page ^o et 6i. 
* See the last-mentioned work, page 46, English translation* 
f See Les Denunciations des Beiges, printed at Paris in the year 
4, and presented to the Council of Five Hundred in April 1797. 
These particulars are mentioned, page 6 and page 9. They say that 
the inhabitants of -Belgium *' have paid more to France^ in forced 
loans ^ contriSutionSf extortions, and plunder, in twenty months^ 
than to their former sovereigns in the two preceding centuries, * * In 
the Didlionnaire Biographique, ^page 23 1, torn. ii. it is said, '* Ce 
ftit sur-tout sous le commissariat de Joubert, ont ecfit eux memes 
les Btlges^ qu'U n'f cut plus de boracs pfur Ut vols et let 
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A short time after Pichegru had made his en* 
trance into Brussels, St. Just and Le Bas had 
perished with Robespierre, and some of his and 
their accomplices ; but neither Pichegru, nor the 
inhabitants of those countries which his army 
had conquered, gained atiy thing by this revo- 
lution, because the republican tyranny only 
changed hands, and other deputies as greedy and ^ 
cruel as St. Just and Le Bas took their places, 
land continued their exadlions, insulting Piche- 
gru*s abilities by their ignorance, and his pa- 
triotism by their crimes. 

From these brief remarks, it will be easily 
seen what goodness of heart, what firmness of 
charafter, and what patience it required in Pi- 
chegru (who could not but be conscious of his 
bwn worth) Jiot to throw up his command, and 
refuse to serve any longer his ungrateful coun- 
try and itfr barbarous and corrupted governors* 
He was then the only republican gerteral in 
whose talents, not only the government and the 
army, but the whole nation placed their confi- 
dence 

4X4t8ioHti il let sanSiounolt tous par ioH exempie. Cet ef* 
fioat6 concussionake acheva d*opprimer le peuple. Ecrases dc 
tout cot^ par cet ihfolent vampirei, nout n'eumet bientot plui la 
liberte de nout pouvoir devant les adminittrateun. Joubert let 
cattaettiibstitiia d^utreif tout eomptUtt dt ttt-brf^aiidtt^ fcC 
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dence and hope ; and it is very probable that his 
resignation under the then existing circumstances 
would have disbanded the armies lately organized 
by him, entirely changed the face of affairs, and 
Brabant and Holland might yet have been free. 

On "the other hand, had Pichegru possessed 
the unprincipled ambition of a Buonaparte, he 
might, with the applause not only of France 
btft of Europe, have assumed a temporary sove- 
reignty over the French commonwealth 5 be- 
cause at this very time the abominable ferocity 
of the republican rulers had extended its terror 
to all nations j and any meritorious and mode- 
rate man would have been bailed and respected 
'as the saviour of the liberty and civilization of 
the world.r Pichegru's patriotism and modesty 
on this occasion have caused as many sufferings 
to mankind since, as the virtue, and ill-applied 
and ill-placed humanity of Louis XVL had pro- 
duced some years before *. 

lo 

* That true patriot, the loyal, allc, and distinguished writtTt 
Mr. Bowles, makes, on the misappltcation of this humane principle 
kf the virtuous ant} unfortunate Louis XVI. some remarks, as acute 
at judicious, as liberal as just, and they ought to be printed and 
reprinted is all wodcs wherein the horrors of rebellion are ex- 
posed, obedience inculcated in subjeds, vigilance and firmncs* 
Iniiauated to sovereigns and their miniaten^— ** La more d*un^ 
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. In the mean time the armies, but little influ- 
enced by the convulsions that had taken place in 

the 



f;oMVirnement est toujours un iuicide.** All friends, favourites^ 
counsellors, or ministers of lawful princss, should adopt tliis 
•bfase of Voltaire as their motto. . 

In his "Thoughts on the late General Election," page 73, Mr. 
Bowles says : " Strange as it may seem, rfiischicfs which involve' 
the ruin of states, and the destru^i on of social order, mayohgt- 
uste in honourable and amiable feelings; which produce the 
most disastrous efifeds, because they are not under the guidance 
of judgment, because they are not accompanied with comprehen* 
sive views -of the nature of society. The preservation of order aii4 
security imposes an indispensable duty on all who exercise autho* 
fity, to resist, as dangerous weaknesses, those compassionate feeU 
ings which, if indulged, would screen offenders from punishmenl, 
encourage the commission of crimes by the prospedt of impunityt 
or suffer resistance to ripen into rebellion by negle^ng to repress 
the first beginnings lof turbulence and commotion. While they re* 
member, that it is their boundcn duty to temper justice with mercy* 
they should not forget, that ill-judged lenity to the guilty is cruelty 
to the innocent. The ambition of Louis XIV. the bigotry of 
Charles IX. and the tyranny of Louis XI. were not a, thousandth 
part so severe a scourge to France as the misplaced lenity and ami- 
able weakness of Louis XVI. No usurper, ofancient or modern 
times, ever waded through such seas of blood to a throne as have 
deluged that unfortunate country, in consequence of the apparently 
liumane resolution of the last-mentioned Prince, ~ that ho Mood 
ihouldbe shed in bis cause, Thei'e cannot, indeed, be a greater 
and a more mischievous error, than this unfortunate Prince fell 
into, in supposing, that when the authority of a Sovereign is as- 
tailed, it is his cause exclusively, or even principally, which is at 
inue. The authority whick he has received from that Power by 

which 
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the capital, were put in motion, and resumed 
-the operations of the campaign. Accordingly^ 
while Pichegru prepared, with one body of 
troops, to attack Holland, another assembled in 
the neighbourhood . of Brussels, under Jourdan, 
and proceeded in pursuit of Clairfayt, who had 
succeeded the Prince of Cobourg as commander 
io chief, and was the only general of the com** 
bined powers who now kept the field ; for the 
Duke of York by this time, before vastly supe- 
rior fotces, had withdrawn into Dutch Brabant, 
^ter a long, ineffeAual, but glorious struggle ; 
and the Hereditary Prince of Orange was obliged 

to 

wlitch " Kiogt reign, and Pjrtncea decree justicet" is bestowed not 
lor hit own take, Kut that of hit people. I( is a sacred trust reposed 
in him for the benefit apd security of his subjects. He is the guar« 
dianof the persons and property of those who are placed under hi» 
care. The laws are weapons put into his hands for their defence. 
And if to indulge the generous emotions of his heart, if to escape 
those pangs which every human mind cannot but feel in infliAinc 
punishment upon criminals, he suffers tbo^ laws to lose their 
efiefls, and to be no longer ** a terror to evil doers'* — if he '* bear 
Che sword in vain,~*' he will be responsible to the great King of 
Kings, whose minister lie is, for all the sufferings which his ill* 
judged and destructive humanity may bring upon the people com* 
mitted to his charge— and, indeed, for every outrage upon the per* 
son or property of any of them, which this sacrifice of justice to 
■\ercy may invite ; hay» for the very guilt of offenders, who may 
be drawn into the commission of crimes by those hopes of impunity 
which a reliaAcc oa his knity shall have encouraged them- (o §btou 

' d4 
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to cross the Dyle,/to prevent his small army from 
being surtounded. . " 

Pichegru wished to advancci and undertake 
the siege of Breda, and the troops desired it as 
well as himself^ but the Army of the Sambre and 
the Meuse h^d not yet been able to drive the 
Austrians to the other side of the river Meuse y 
consequently, if he had marched to besiege this 
city, his right wing would have been uncovered. 
JBesides, the administrators of provisions, &c. 
for the Army of the North, had afted with so lit- 
tle intelligence and unanimity, that the incerti^ 
tude of subsistence for the troops gave more uiu 
(easiness to General Pichegru's mind, and per- 
plexed him more, than the direction over the 
movements gf the army. This part of the ad* 
mifiktration .wa$' conduSied with so much negli- 
gence and igirroi^nce, that ever since Pichegru's 
departure from Ghent, he continued to get bread 
from Lilfe, which was often wanted, and oftener 
arrived half rotten and not eatable. He wanted 
forage, and means to transport and convey it ^ 
and when he complained to the members of the 
administration, they answered, "that they were 
mdepehdeni of all military authority g** and if he 
addressed himself to the representatives of the 
people, they said, *^ his conquests were too ror- 
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pid : they therefore wanted more ttnu^ to provide 
with order and regularity * ,- that is to say^ 
they had not time enough to pillage and exhaust 
the resources of one country, before his vidto* 
rious army was marching into another. 

So circumstanced, it was too hazardous for Pi« 
chegru yet to penetrate into the vast heaths of 
Dutch Brabant, and these considerations deter* 
mined him to let his army encamp for eighteen 
days in its position near Antwerp : after much 
trouble, Pichegru at last succeeded, during this 
interval, in getting magazines established at 
Ghent, Malines, and ntwerp. This measbrc 
diminished some of the obstacles, but it did not 
caiise them entirely to cease ; for these maga-^ 
jfcines were so ill supplied, that in case his arm/ 
had met with a defeat, it would immediately 
have been reduced to penury, and a want of the 
first necessaries for its subsistence. The com- 
missaries had not even waggons enough to trans^- 
pdrt the bread for the troops j atid the horses 
destined to this use were so ill fed and b^dly 
raken care of, that during each convoy thirty or 
forty perished on the road f . 

Not- 

• Lc Coup-d*ail, page 33. 
' . D5 



SB REVOLUTIONARY PLUTAUCH. 

Notwithstanding all these difficulties, Piche- ■ 
gru was determined to try the conquest of Hol- 
land, and to realize wliat Louis XIV, had at- 
tempted in vain. Alarm and consternation now- 
spread among sdl those Dutchmen who really 
felt a patriotic zeal to rescue their country from 
, the horrors of French domination. The Stadt- 
holder had already appealed to the United States 
in an energetic address ; disclosing the just ap- 
prehensions which he entertained ; invoking them 
to imitate the strenuous valour of their ances- 
tors ill resisting the Spaniards ; shewing the mi- 
serable consequences which must result from 
permitting themselves to be deluded by the arts 
of deceit, sedudVion, and corruption, which could 
alone render their situation desperate, and give 
the desired advantages to the enemy; and exhort- 
ing all classes to co-operate in securing to them- 
selves liberty, independence, and permanent hap- 
piness. Unfortunately for Holland, and Europe, 
this, and other patriotic appeals of the worthy. 
chief magistrate of the Batavians, had little 
cfiTeA, and the people, in an evil hour, conti- 
nued to shew a general disposition to cdurt the ' 
fraternity of France; a fraternity which oSered 
gratification to many base and malignant pas- 
ns, and for which the people had been assi- ^ 
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Aronsfy prepared by French emissaries and 

agents* 

After a suspension of operations for nearly 
two months^ during which interval the four fron* 
tier garrisons had been subdued, Pichegru re-a»» 
sumed the offen^Ve : the Army of the North quit* 
ted the environs of Antwerp on the 20th of Au- 
gust, marched that day to Westmsde, and the 
next day as far as Mol ; but such was the bad 
administration of the commissariat, that he could 
not for some days advance farther, for want of 
bread for hij army* 

Besides this obstacle, Jourdan informed Geno^ 
ral Pichegru^ that the passage of the river Oust 
with the Army of the Sambre and the Meuse of- 
fered invincibU difficulties. This march on the 
Lower Meuse became therefore of no utility, and 
the projeft was given up^ 

Pichegru then intended to approach nearer to 
the £nglisli army, and, without removing too far 
from Antwerp, to defeat it on the first occasion^ 
knowing it to be greatly reduced by recent losses. 
The Duke of York, after having been com- 
pelled to retreat before the superior strength of 
the French^ marched to the plains of Breda, es- 
tablishing his head-^quarters. at Oosteihout oit 
ibc 4:th o£ -August, and taking^so strong ?l ^o^y- 
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tion, that he felt secure from an assault till the 
Dutch should have had time to put the garrison 
ina state of defence : he eredled redoubts in the 
front of his camp, and had the satisfaction to, sec 
the town put in a formidable condition, and a 
^rge trzSk of the surrounding country inun«* 
dated* 

On the 24th of August, Pichegru took his po- 
sition near Turnhout $ and on the 28th, in the 
Neighbourhood of Hoogstraten, behind the little 
rive^ Merk, he drove in the British outposts, 
with an intent to turn the left of the army, and 
cut off ithe retreat to Bois-le-duc ; but the Bri- 
tish commander, with great judgment and ge- 
neralship, efieAed a timely retreat, and encamp- 
^ on a large plain seven miles beyond Bois-le- 
duc, establishing his head-quarters at the village 
of Udden, and relinquishing the defence of Breda 
to its garrison. 

In this interval Sluys had surrendered, after 
tnduring a vigorous siege^ in which the French 
were ako subje^ed to great inconveniences, and 
a dcstruftive mortality, both from the nature of 
tJieir situation, from the height of the tide, and 
from the exhalation of the inundations, which, 
besides, made the approaches to the city exceed- 
ingly difficult. The besieging army, exhausted 
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by fatigue and illness, could not immediately be 
employed ; and as the battering artillery was not 
arrived^ Pichegru, in sending orders to Jourdaln 
to pass the riyer Meuse with the Army of the 
Sambre and the Meuse^ and to attack the left 
wing of the Austrians, prosecuted his original 
plan of pursuing the Duke of York, and leaving 
Breda till he should have made some impression 
on Holland : there was yet another reason for 
this conduA ; if the Austrian Armyhad defeated 
the Army of the Sambre and the Meuse, and PW 
chegru had been occupied with the siege of Bre- 
da, his retreat with the Armyof theNorth would 
have been impossible, if the Duke of York had 
received reinforcements to give him the superior 
rity x}{ numbers, which he, from the reports of 
his spies, had every reason to believe would be 
the case*. Pichegru, however, made a judicious 
feint of commencing the siege of that place, for 
the purpose of concealing the amount of his 
force ^ and on the 1 4th of September made a ge^ 
neral attack on all the outposts along the Dom- 
mel, forcing that of Boxtel, which was chiefly^ 
protected by the troops of Hesse Darmstadt.^ Ip; 
this affair the French behaved with extraordi^ 

nary 
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nary valour ; all the bridges over the Bommel, 3a 
well as those across a neighbouring stream, had 
been broken down, which retarded the aftion, 
commencing at three o'clock, and contimiing un- 
til six in the evening, when they efftfftcd a pas- 
sage, partly by swimming and partly by raft, and 
killed, wounded, or made prisoners, upwards of 
fifteen hundred of the Allies. 

As the loss of the Boxtel would oblige His 
Royal Highness to abandon the whole of his line 
of defence, it was determined to send Lieutenant- 
general Abcrcromby, at the head of the reserve, 
during the ensuing night, with orders, if possir 
ble, to retake it ; but the enemy being found too 
strong, having already received a reinforcement 
from Pichegru, the English troops returned ; and! 
the commander in chief having learned by this 
time, that numerous columns, to the amount of 
80,000 men, were advancing against him, and 
not being able to muster 20,000 men himself, it 
was deemed prudent to withdraw,more especially i 
as an attack appeared to be meditated against his 
left, wliicb was the most vulnerable point*. This 
portion of the allied troops accordingly retreated 



• Bee Lf Coup-d'Kll, )>age li, mil London Ca» 

7, SuoiiTi Stft. ii, 1794. 
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acroM the Mease in good order, and encamped at 
Wichen, after some loss in men, horses, and ar- 
tiDery; while Bois-le-duc and Bergen-op-ioom, 
u well as Breda, being no longer protefted faj- a 
covering army, were obliged to depend on their 
■rni internal strength and resources, which the 
long reHstance and able retreat of the British 
Prince before a vastly superior enemy, had given 
the Dutch government time both to improve and 
augment. 

The French Army of the North, on the 19th 
of the same month, took a position behind the 
Aar, between Wechel 'and Bourdouk, and on the 
ensoing day proceeded to Denter. 

Picbegrufor a short time discontinued the pur- 
«iit of the Duke of York's army, as well on ac- 
count of the fitigue of the French troops, as from 
want of good maps; but the Army of the Sam- 
bre anil the Meuse, agreeably to the orders of 
Pichegru, attacked and defeated the left wing of 
Ihe Austrian army, and, after a series of well- 
contested engagements, in which the numbers of 
the rcpiublicans gave them a constant advantage, 
the Imperialists were compelled to cross the 
Rhine at Cologne, with the loss of near ten 
thousand men. The last battle was peculiarly 
bhody: GcneraJ CJairfayt had ckosen ^s ^iv- 
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tioh near Rcremonde with so much jadgmenl^ 
that Jourdan appeared to be squandering lives 
vrith unavailing profusion^ and his attack must 
have remained an everlasting monument of bis 
rashness, had the two wings of the Austrian ar*- 
my exhibited as much courage and difciplinc ai 
the; centre; but at the moment when Clairfayt 
flattered himself with the prospeft of complete 
success, and of destroying immense numbers of 
the enemy, while his own troops sustained no 
injury, he was informed that his wings were* 
forced; and he was obliged to make a hasty,, 
though . orderly, retreat, to avoid being turned 
and overpowered. Jourdan was so doubtful of 
the courage of his men in tliis tremendous as- 
sault, that he ordered cannon to be placed, to fire 
on such as might fall back. In a week after 
this battle^ Jourdan gained possession of Cologne 
and Bonne. 

It cannot be denied, that the successes of the 
French army in Holland were owing to the 
talents of General Pichegru, to its superiority 
in point of number^s over the Allies, and to its^ 
secret adherents in the interior of that country ; 
because at this periodi while the French were 
vi^rious in the field, their partisans- in the 
Seven Provinces became additionally alert and 
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insolent, and their number daily increased. The 
States General authorized the Stadtholder t3 cut 
the dykes and inundate the country, should the 
enemy make further advances ; but ihe people 
were thought to oppose and reprobate the plan^ 
as destructive to tlieir lands and properties. This- 
argument, which inculcated a preference of tem- 
porary advantage to permanent freedom, would 
not perhaps have been popular even in Holland, 
but that, a large portion of the natives, unin- 
BtruAed by the^ horrible rapine wlxich devastated 
and oppressed the itihabitants of Brabant and 
Flanders*^ looked to the French as friends ami 

deU- 

* This note ii extra^led from the work of David on Pichegru't 
'Ciihpsigni, ipiget 94 and -9^ : -it* idates to Brabant and Flaodert 
•nly, but is applicable to all countries into which French repub« 
Ucaas have penetrated, by force or fraud, either during a pemcr^ 
IS in SwitxeHand and Egypt, or daring a W9r, as in Italy and Hol- 
land. '** Ce n*etoitrien que d 'avoir souffert tous les ravages qu'en* 
tnincnt une guerre aussi terrible ; d 'avoir vu incendier ou demoKr 
•es maisons ; d^avoir tu detruire les plus belles esperances de colte ; 
d'avoir vu prendre sea bleds en gerbes, pour faire les cabanes de not 
•oldats ; il a faHu encore que ce malheureux peuple ait psssi par 
tmis les termes damalheur, de I'oppression^ et de la devastation* 
Ses villes ont {t€ inonddes d'une cohorteiie pro-consuft plus inhv- 
mains qiie Phalaris, qui n'ont rien oubli6 de ce fui pent exaspl* 
rer les hommes; des comit^s, des tribunauz revolutionalres one 
~ M organii€s ; hi femmn ont ite Insulths^ les hommes incarcerSs^ tt 
Urpropriefit vhlfn^ Notre code rcvolutionaiie a paru trop doux 
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deliverers, tvko^ would rescue them from tyranny 
and taxation^ and permit the poor, under the 
notion of fraternity, to plunder the opulent. This 
explains some easy conquests, even to the asto- 
nishment of the vidtors themselves ; as treachery, 
corruption, and cowardice, went often hand in 
hand. 

In order to pursue the English army to the 
other side of the Meuse, Pichegru judged it ab- 
solutely netessary to obtain possession of some 
strong place, whence his army might draw its 
subsistence : the bread for the Army of the North 
caime at present from Antwerp, a distance of 

twenty- 



four ce peuple paisible ; il ixi revif fix cet hommet cnielt, r/ auft^ 
menti d^une joule d*arrftei qui tout fort tent peine </f mo ft T, de 
tort que pour un gesie ou un mot^ un-Pere de famille etoit envqyi i 
l*ecbaufaud% et ta famille etoit livree aux bofreure de lajalm et d* 
la mlsere ;" and page 97fhe continues, *' Independammeocde tout 
ces mesures effrayantes, iojustea et deva$tatrices«.une nue de requi* 
titeurs et membres de cette agexce^ appelles si impcot>rement dk 
fommerce^ fondoient comme des vautourt aur lea villea et sur let 
campagQe8« et ruiuoieot pour loag-teins le comnoercant et I'agri- 
culteur. Jamais operation A'a ete faite avec un aibitraire auiti 
Biarqu6, etaussi revoltaut, chaque requisiteur aettoit i'embaif» 
tur let merchandises, sur lesqueliec t^cupidite avoit specule ; ici 

yc'ctoit let Unont^ lex dtntellet^ etc. qui etoient rcfuet pour let jbe. 

. toias de rarmee, la c 'etoit lee vernie^ let ta^leeimx^ let voitw et, dt 
luce, etc. etc*" Citizen David is a ^renchro^, tod t republican^ 
aad has, therefore, certainly not exaggerated the bksslngtof French 



Iii-cni7-fivc leagues, or seventy-five miles, through 
simost impra>rticab!e roads ; and as boih horses 
ind wiggons were wanting to have it trausporteJ, 
it nefler arrived in areguhr manner, anj oftcii 
ibe troops had no bread at alL 

Bois-le-duc was the most convenient place, 
both to ensure a favourable position for the army, 
and 10 establiBh magazines. It became, therefore, 
of great consi^quciice to get hold of this city, be- 
fure- the passage of the Mcuse w.is attempted, 
though the enterprise was not only difficult but 
perilous. The place was defended by several forts 
we!! supplied with artillery, and in good order, 
which were thought impregnable. The inunda- 
tions, which extend themselves to upwards of 
three hundred fathoms, or 1800 feet, from its 
ramparts, make it an island in the middle of a 
great river : and, were it even possible to make 
a breach, ail the fascines of France would not be 
lufiicient to approach it. 

rndcpendenily of all these difficulties, for want 
of horses, General Pichegru had yet his heavy ar- 
tillery for a siege at a great distance ; the se»- 
m was far advanced, and by the usual rains of 
^at time of the year the inundations might have 
been augmented in such a manner as to make 
jfl/ trenches iinpraiflicabJe, 
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Notwithstanding all these obstacles, however, 
Pichegru determined to undertake the siege: the 
place was invested by the French .cavalry on the 
23d pf September, and the next day the infantry 
"Was placed. Some batt6ries of howitzers were 
construfted 1 1 set lire to the city, and the trenched 
were opened:, but became every day more difficulty 
because the waters increased. On the 24;th of 
September, the fort of Orlen was seized, being 
evacuated by the enemy $ and on the 29th, the 
fort of Crevecoeur capitulated) after a bo'mbardi* 
ment of two days. This fort defended the sluices 
over the Meuse> and waS| therefore j of great iniip 
portance. ; ^ ,.. - 

By izicessant rains^ the floods and iaondations 
round Bois^le-duc were so much increased, as to 
make a siege, if not impqssiblej at least long and 
destru£live : the trenches were at too great a 
distance, and as it was not in the power of the 
Frericfh engineers to advance them nearer, they 
became useless; Pichegru^ .and all the other 
generals^ were tbetefcM'e doubtful of the success 
of this siege, when the commander, to their 
great surprize^ terminated their suspense on, the 
iXth of Oftober^ by a voluntary surrender jl ob- 
taining an advantageous, but n0t an bonourabk 
capitulation. 
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The Dutch had also abandoned the fort of St. 
Andre, situated on a small island formed by the 
Meuse and Waal, eastward of Bommei 5 but it 
was bravely retaken from the French by Lieu- 
tenant-general Abercromby, and proved a mate- 
rial impediment to the further operations of the 
republicans. 

On the 14th of Oftober, Pichegru marched to- 
wards -Grave with the army under his command; 
which place had, during the short siege of Bois- 
le-duc, been partly invested by a division under 
the orders of General Bontieau. 

General Pichegru, having now* a place of 
^strength to.support his motions, had on the 19th 
crossed the Lower Meuse in pursuit of the ene- 
my (regulating his movements in exa£t confor- 
mity to the operations of Jourdan), and jcom- 
plated the investing of Grave. This place entered 
necessarily in the French line of fortifications on 
the Meuse, because the proj eft being formed to 
capture Maestricht and Venloo, it would have 
"been imprudent to leave behind a fort so near 
Bois-le-duc; besides, these measures were indis- 
pensable to support the left wing of the Army of 
the Sambre and the Meuse, by the right wing of 
the Army of the North, 

The Duke of Yofk, vho is allowed on this. 
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as well as on many other occasions, even by the 
encmjf to have condud:ed his retreat with great 
ability* in the face of a superior army, waited 
for the invaders in a strong position in the neigh- 
bourhood of Pufflech, having his two wings 
supported by two rivers. On the 19th of Oc--' 
tober, the French, notwithstanding this, moved 
forward in four columns, and attacked the whole 
of the advanced posts on his right, particularly 
those of Doutin and Appelthem, the former of 
which was defeated by the S7th regiment, and - 
the latter by the Prince of Rohan's ligjit batta* 
lion« The troops conduced themselves with 
great gallantry; but a post on the left having 
been forcedi Major Hope, after distinguishing 

himself 

* Had the ton of a sans-culotte a^d with the same ability u 
the son of a kinf, and encountered nobly, and often vidtoriously, 
to many difficulties from the superior number of his foes, and 
firomthe treachery or cowardice of his friends and allies, a thou- 
sand voices would have proclaimed his great performances ; but 
while the friends of loyalty are silent, a French Citisen, an avowed 
enemy to England and its Prince, writes thus : " Vn historien im- 
partial ne pent pas s*empecher dc convenir guf dans>cette occa" 
iiotif et dans 6eaurokpd*amtreif its ditpoxitions de l*ennemt four la 
defensh/i^ out toujourt elk marguits au coin de Ja bonnt ta&igue. 
Oh peut direJa meme chose de toutes Jeurs retraites CeUe que Its 
Anglais firent dans tette occasion meritet des itof^es ; elie exigeoh 
let plus grandes precautions, et on pent affirmer qu*il n*y em eut 
aucunet de negligies, ' ' See Caiiipagae& du General Fichegni, par 
k Citoyen Davidi page 1 14. 
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limself greatly, was obliged to retreat along the 
^yke of the Waal, where hit regiment, being 
charged furiously by the enemy's horse, suffered 
considerably ; Major-general Fox is said to have 
been at the same time nearly taken prisoner, and 
to have been aAually detained for a few minutes 
by some French hussars, while encouraging the 
troops to a strenuous opposition. On this occa- 
tion, too, the unfortunate emigrants in British 
pay, fighting bravely, suHereJ considerably. 

After this engagement, the Duke of York im- 
mediately retired behind the Waal ;x while Piche- 
gru with the invading army, notwithstanding the 
advanced season of the year, and the obstacles 
arising out of the nature of the country, prepared 
to besiege the neighbouring garrisons. 

^Venloo was accordingly invested by General 
Laurent, who is said, upon tl^s occasion-, to have 
had ,no more than 4000 men under his command, 
and to have been destitute of heavy artillery. 
He, however, commenced his operations withip 
100 fathoms of the covered way. The garri- 
son^ after a vigorous sally, in which It was re- 
pulsed, intimid;jted by the vigour of the French, 
and the proximity of their, works, on the 27th 
of Oftober assented to a capitulation, and was 

permitted 
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permitted to inarch out urith the honours of 
and ten pieces of cannon. 

Pichegru's first division of the Army of t 
North, and one of the strongest in this army, 
never once made a retrograde motion. To thi 
division, and to that under General Moreau^— 
France is indebted for all its triumphs during thcr- 
campaign in Flanders and in Holland. When 
the one besieged any place, the other protected 
its undertakings as an army of observation ; nei- 
ther the one nor the other miscarried in their en- 
terprises 5 but such are the gratitude and justice 
of a republican government, that of the two ge- 
nerals who condudled them to viftory, the one is 
proscribed and in exile, the other neglefted, and 
in disgrace. 

From the fatiguing course of one of the most 
aftive campaigns, and from the constant custom 
of sleeping always in his clothes, Pichegru con- 
trafted an inveterate cutaneous disease. He had 
now sat down before Nimeguen with the main 
body of the forces, but w?8 obliged, by his com- 
plaint, to abandon the command to his friend 
and pupil Moreau, and to repair to Brussels to 
obtain medical advice and assistance. He con- 
tinued, however, to direft the operations both 

of 
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of the Army of the Norths and of the Sambre 
and Meuse, by his counsels and correspondenoQ 
withMoreau and Jourdan. 

During Picbegru's absence. General Klebec 
greatly facilitated the operaticms of the two grand 
armiesi by the celerity with which he reduced 
Maestricht. This city was besieged and taken 
. by Louis XIV. in thirteen, and by Louis XV« 
in twenty-one days; General Miranda^ in 179S9 
had for nine days attacked it in vain; but it novf 
capitulated, although the trenches had been open« 
ed only eleven days : another proof of the want 
of courage and of charaAer in the Dutch com* 
manders. 

The French, however, appeared for a while 
to be less fortunate in their attack upon Nime«« 
gucn, another city which v/as not only defended 
by a numerous garrison, but covered by the Duke 
of York, who, from bis camp at Amheim, wa^ 
enabled at any time to throw in supplies. 

The enemy, after forcing the British outposts 
in front of the place, immediately attacked fort 
St, Andre j and Lieutenant-general Abercrom* 
by, and Lieutenant-colonel Clark, were slightly 
wounded in the akirmisli that ensued, as was 
also Captain Pifton in a sally from the place* 
At length the French broke groundj Mtvdtt xV^ 

VOL* II. E d:vc^\o^ 
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dnrefHon of General Sonhanii and began, on 
tter 5A of November, to construft their batte- 
ries; on which Count Wahnoden marched out 
suddenly with a body of British infantry and c»* 
Talryy consisting of the 8th, 27th, 28th, 55th, 
flSd, and 78th regiments of foot, and the 7th 
and r5th light horse, two battalions of 'Dutch, 
Che legion of Damas, and some Hanoverian 
korse, under Major-general De Burgh, who was 
wounded trhile leading on his men with great 
galfantiy. On this occasion the infantry ad- 
vanced under a severe fire, and jumping into the 
trenches without returning a shot, charged with 
the bayonet, and by this check greatly retarded 
tJie enemy's works. 

As it now appeared evident, that the place 
<:ould not be taken until all intercourse with the 
English army was cut off, , two strong batte- 
ries were construftcd on the right and left of 
the lines of defence ; and these were so effeftually 
served, that they at length destroyed one of the 
boats which supported the bridge of communi- 
cation. The damage sustained upon this occa- 
sion was immediately repaired by Captain Pop- 
ham, of the royal navy; but the Duke of York, 
being aware of the superiority of the enemy's 
£rej judiciously determined to withdraw every 
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from the town^ beyond tvfaat was barely 
Ticcessarj for its defence. AH the artillery of 
the reserve^ with the Britidi, HanoTerian» and 
Hessian battalions, accordingly retifed} biiC pv* 
qtiets^ to the amount of twcnty^bre ihousand 
xnen^ were left tmder the command of Ms^ov^ 
general De Burgh* The Dutch, <m seeing thei»>- 
selves abandonedi became dispirited, and deters- 
mined also to evacuate the place; but an unfoi^ 
tunate shot having carried away the top of the 
mast of the flying bridge, it swung rotmd, and 
about four hundred of the garrison were taken 
prisoners, on which those that remained in the 
fortifications opened the gates to the besiegers. 
The same regicides, who, some months before, 
irritated by the bravery of Britons in Flanders, 
had decreed that no quarter should be given to 
British soldiers, exasperated at the galiant re- 
sistance of the English army in Holland against 
superior forces, now revenged themselves, by 
publishing the most absurd reports, accusing the 
English of perfidy, and asserting that they fired 
on their allies, the Dutch, while attempting to 
escape by means of the flying bridge. This ae- 
cusation of perfidy against England, from men 
who had betrayed and murdered their king» and 
shot, drowned, or guillotined 900^000 of ihsk 

E 2 «JWtXY\« 
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countrymen*, is not surprising; but that it should 
be copied or believed by foreigners^ shews the 
{nrogress which revolutionary principles had every 
Jwhere made. 

The Duke of York, desirous of avoiding an 
engagement which might have been attended 
.with the most fatal effeAs with regard to Hol- 
land> retired immediately after the surrender of 
Nimeguen, on the 8th of November; while Mo- 
reau, and the other generals^ represented the state 
of the ^French army to be such as required repose* 
The British troops had now gone into canton- 
ments along the Waal, and on the opposite side 
of the Lech: the weather was extremely severe, 
the troops sickly, and fatigued with the severe 
duty of maintaining a cordon of strong piquets 
along the Waal, from Bommel on the right, 
where they joined the Dutch, to Pamcrcn on the 
left, where they communicated with the Austri- 
ans. The French were more fatigued, and had 
not fewer invalids in proportion than the Allies;* 
but the French government was inexorable, and, 
notwithstanding the rigour of the climate and 
the season, determined to prosecute offensive mi- 
litary 

* See Pni4Komme Tableau Gcaeralej uid DIAioimaire Bi^gri* 
^/ttu^ torn, iU* p»8t 60. 




itJry operations during the whole winter. The 
passage of the Waal was accordingly resolved 
upon; and General Daendels, a Dutch trailer, 
fcrmerly an attorney, was entrusted with the en- 
terprise. Having collefted a number of boatSj 
lie filled them with troops, and effected a landing 
near the port of Ghent during a thick fog, in con- 
icquence of which he was also enabled to surprise 
i battery. This attack, which extended to seve- 
ral posts in the line occupied by the AJlies, parti- 
(ularly fort St. Andre, Donvertj Panderon, and 
Ac isle of Byland, did not, however, prove ulti- 
mately successful ; for many of the assailants were 
killed upon this occasion by the fire of the batte- 
nes, and a multitude drow-ned; in consequence of 
vbich, the projedl was at length entirely relin- 
quished. Preparations, however, were made to 
bciiitate the operations of the approaching cam- 
paign; and the Generals fionneau and Le Maire 
Kceived orders from General Pichegru to invest 
Breda by means of winter cantonments. Grave 
llso was surrounded in a similar manner, and all 
the necessary dispositions were taken to ensure 
the conquest of Holland in the course of the en- 
suing spring. 

The operations of the French had been now 
lospended upwards ol a month, a^ni. 3ii ^-viiA. 
K 3 Vwx^ 
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pame had taken place in the career of victory ; 
k was even uncertain, whether, on the return of 
fine weather^ it would be safe to venture further 
into a country which might t>e so easily laid un- 
der water : and the genial winters that had oo 
curred in Europe since 1788, forbade a hope i^ 
that degree of congelation necessary lor militaiy 
enterprises. 

The season» however, soon assumed a me- 
nacing appearance for the Dutch ^ for the froit' 
set in toward the latter end of the year wkh 
an uaexpe£l:ed degree of rigour. On this, Ge- 
neral Picbegru, for whom repose had no longer 
any charms, although his health was not yet en^* 
tirely re-established, immediately left Brussels* 
and proceeded to head-quarters. This general 
had, the year before, made a winter campaign on 
the Upper Rhine, with the greatest success; but 
what be had effeded in the cold season in that 
country, he might have done during the spring ; 
while such a severe winter as that of 1795 was 
absolutely necessary to obtain any brilliant con- 
quests in Holland. On resuming the command 
of the Army of the North, he found that both 
thcMcusc and the Waal were already able to bear 
troops ; he determined therefore to take advan- 
tage of this opportunity to complete, his projeAs. 

Two 
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Two brigades, under the Generals Daendeb 
'^and Osten, on the 27th of December received 
-orders to march acrqss the ice to.the isle of Bom- 
mel ; a detachment was at the same time sent off 
agauist fort St. Andre; and the redu^on of 
those places, which at any other time would have 
been attended with great slaughter, was now 
achieved almost without bloodshed,at a time whea 
the mercury in the thermometer had fallen lower 
than at any former period during the last thirty 
years. Sixteen hundred prisoners, and an im- 
mense xuimber of cannon, rtwarficd the toils of 
the invading army ; while the Allies, enable t# 
withstand their numbers, retire J to the entrencbr 
ments between Gorcum and Cuylenberg. A suc- 
cessfyl attack was made at the same time on the 
lines of Breda, Oodesbesch, and 3evenbergen; 
but what was infinitely more important, the town 
of Grave, considered as a master-piece of fortifi- 
cation, and which had already suffered a block- 
ade of two months, being destitute of provisions 
and ammunition, was, on the 2^h of December, 
forced to surrender. 

A few days after this, the weather continuing 
favourable to his enterprise, Pichegru determined 
to cross tjie Waal in the neighbourhood of Ni« 
jEoegnen, with his whole army; this was accord* 

a4> xp 
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ingly effcftcd on the 11th of January 1795, and 
whole battalions of infantry, squadrons of ca- 
valry, detachments of artillery, with an immense 
number of waggons, passed over this branch of 
the Rhine without the assistance of either bridges 
or boats. The whole of the troops had not, how^- 
ever, reached the place of destination, when oil 
the 13 th a sudden thaw, by cutting off the com^ 
xnunication, seemed to hazard the success of the 
whole expedition; but the frost the next day ro- 
suming its empire, enabled the French to form a 
junAion; and Gorcum, the head-quarters of the 
Prince of Orange^ was now threatened with an 
assault. 

- The Duke of York having, in the mean timcy 
returned to England, universally regretted, the 
command devolved upon General Walmoden^ 
who achieved every thing that was possible to 
be performed by an army destined to contend 
against an enemy superioi' in point of numbers, 
inured to hardships, and accustomed to viAory. 
But although Major-general David Dundas had 
succeeded in an expedition, in the course of 
which he boldly carried Tayl, and drove a body 
of the enemy across the ice, with the loss of a 
number of men, and four pieces of cannon; yet 
it was deemed necessaryi in the course of z few 

days^ 
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a^s, to remove the head-quarters from Amheua 
to Amerongem An intense frost having con* 
verted the whde of the Low Country mfp one 
coRtinned sheet of ice, the Allies were obliged to 
fall back during the ni^t upon Buren; an4 
they soon after took refuge behind the Lech. 
They, however, at times attacked the enemy^ 
and proved successful in an affair at Gelder MaK 
del, on which occasion Major-general Lord Catb* 
eart, with the 14th, 27tb, and 28th regiment!^, 
and the British hulans, distinguished himseH^ 
greatly^ and this too, during a period when the 
troops, notwithstanding the inclemency of the 
season, were frequently obliged to pass the night 
in the open air. 

Pichegru, having completed his arrangemcxiti» 
crossed the Waal in still greater force, and at* 
tacked several points at the sarnie time on jthe 
whole line of the Allies r one column pass^ at 
Pameren, and another at the village of Gbfint> 
but were repulsed ;^ a third crossed hear Nknq|rtien> 
and, in conjun^km with .two columns which had 
passed between Tiel and Dodewaert, attacked the 
^tish positions on that side*. The Aiistrians 
had abandoned Heusden, and passed the Lech^^ 
aikl lihe Hanoverians^ with General Cpate's brw 
pdc^ consisting fi£ the 4Qth) 59<hi%iMl 'i^^t^r 
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^gicnents, were obliged to fall back on Lent : tb^ 
French had all their troops on the opposite side 
of the river, and on a signal given they crossed 
in great numbers, and attacked General Coates j 
the 40th and 79th regiments were placed abcitit 
half a mile in the rear, close to a wood, and the 
59th were left to engage, and try. to draw theip 
into the ambuscade; but a strong column of the 
enemy forced their way between the 59th and 
the zpain body : on their falling back on Lent> 

. they found it in the possession of the enemy, and, 
in consequence, retired across the Lingen, where 
they maintained themselves behind the river, near 
Ekt- 

The French obtained immediate possession of 
JEhiren and Cuylenber^tj and prepared to besiege 
Gorcumj which, from the strength of the works^ 
«nd the facility of inundaticM), had been consi- 
dered as the key of Holland: it was the head^ 
qoartcrs of the Stadtholder ; but the frost render- 

• xng resistance impossible, he quitted the untenan 
Ue fortress, and findings from the ascendancy of 
h^ enemies, that hts residence in the United 
States: was bo longer secure, abandoned that un- 

Igrstefui country, which* forget^ of m great 
•cfiligations to htmsefi^ his htailjf and his an- 

-^ccston^ and its 'da^ as an indc^pendoDt states was 
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plunging with blindfold confidence into the most 
despicable and hopeless bondage. -Hie StadtfaoK 
der, and. a great number of respedarble natives ^ 
Holland, who preceded or accompanied him^ 
fonnd a safe refuge and cheer&l wekome in £ng* 
land, whete his Serene Highness landed on tiie 
30th of January, 1795. 

While the Stadtholder was thus forced to ij^ 
from a country where his ancestors, by thesr k^ 
trepidity and patriotism, had established liberty 
and independence, a French officer, with dii»* 
patches from General Pichegniyentered Ansiei^ 
d^m, and repaired to the house of the b wr g »fc 
master. In the evening of the same 'day, nuiki^ 
bers of the rabble placed the three-<:<doured cock* 
ade in their hats, and made the streets resoond 
with rebellious airs. Next mommg a detach* 
' ment of hussars posted themselves before the 
town-house, where the tree of liberty^ was plants 
ed with a ridiculous solemnity, and the command 
of the place conferred on Citizen -Kx^yenho^ 
one of the disaffe&ed and insurgent Dutchmen; 

whak 

* Invoiced with blood ^rery wbere, the trDe of ia>erty AoHii 
riahes no where. In France they call it« /*ari>re ^e mi^tfi deci^ 
4* tin bonmt du gallere \ and, in fa^ the liberty of |»Uey-t]avct ii ^ 
theonirMdbstieprodMH. . - v ^ 

e6 
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vbile De Winter, of the same partyt but a g9* 
neral in the French service, with the French light 
horse, took possession of the fleet frozen np ia 
the Texd. 

At the time when Fichegru crossed the Waalf 
GjBnend Bonneau left the environs of Breda, and 
attacked Gcrtruydenberg : the British troop^ 
Sliding themselves unable to maintain their posi- 
tion in the province of Utrecht,retreated towards 
Westphalia, after sustaining a severe attack aU 
al&pg their line, from Amheim to Amorengen i 
and thi$ province entered into a separate capitu* 
)ation for itself, xeceiving the French with pros* 
trate submission and eager welcome j while the 
retreating army of the British was treated with 
lavage cruelty, the sick and wounded were inr 
suited, plundered, and eVen murdered, by these, 
worthless and ungrateful Allies, in whose cause 
they had shed their blood and lost their healths 
The intense coldness of the winter increased the 
miseries of the retreating army, and produced 
scenes of distress which cannot be refleAed on 
without horror and anguish. 

On the very same day that the Stadtholder 
hnded in England, Fichegru, the conqueror of 
Holland, surrounded by the deputies of the* 
States^ ^paired to Amsterdam^ the chief city of 
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the union) where he was received with transports 
of joy. The modesty of Pkhegniy on this and all 
other occasions, when crowned by vi6bory and 6b* 
taining applanse, was a reproachful contrast to 
die insolence and pretensions of the French re» 
presa:itatives, and their associates the Dutch pa^ 
Mots; and it required all Pichegru's firmness of 
charaAer to prevent those scenes of plunder, ven* 
geance^ bloodshed and proscription, taking place 
in Holland, which had so lately dishonoured 
France. 

After the French had obtained possession of 
Amsterdam, Pichegru ordered Bonneau's division 
to pass the lake Biesboch, and it occupied Don* 
drecht, Rotterdam, the Hague, Brille, and Hel- 
▼oetsluys; while General Macdonald entered 
Naerden. The province of Zealand having also 
capitulated, the light troops, consisting chiefly of 
horse and artillery, had marched into North Hot 
land, and added to the wonders of Pichegru^ 
campaign the unprecedented circumstance of 
taking a fleet. , . 

Overyssels Groningen, and Friezland, were 

■ 

still in the possession of the British army j huts 
diminished as they were in numbers, hostile as 
were the Dutch towards them, and immensely 
snperior. in force as wcre^tlx^ Yt^sisb^xXk^^ ^&»ar 
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tlon could not be longer tenable ; nor was it dtfaer 
j>oIitic or desirable^ under sudi drcnmstancesi 
to retain ground in such a country. A thaw 
liaving commenced, the depth of water ren^ 
•dered the passage by the usual route imprac- 
ticable. 

According to Pichegru's orders, theFrendi UA» 
•der Macdonald havuig taken a position b e l w cen 
Campen, ZwolU and Deventer, while Moreaa 
4>ccupied Zutcher, General Abercromby became 
apprehensive that, in case of an attack, his retreat 
would be cut oiff; he therefore withdrew his troops 
£rom the advanced posts, and marched to Ben* 
-theim, by way of Eucbede and Velthuysen ; and 
-the British head-quartsrs were moved first to O^ 
naburgh, and afterwards to Diepholtz ; the r^ 
publicans being every where received by the d^ 
cree of the new government of the United States 
as friends. At last the British forces mardied to 
Bremen, and thence to Bemerleehe, where they 
-embarked for England, after surmounting toib 
and difHculties seldom equalled, with a valoiir^ 
•perseverance, and discipline, which were never 
surpassed. 

' Thus ended the campaign in Holland^ dlinn|^ 
which Pichegru, aided by the rigours of -an acci- 
dcDt^d frosty achieved conquests vUdi^tne of the 
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greatest French monarchs had been unable to cf- 
feA I for the Lech had proved an unsurmountable 
barrier to Loub XIV. in 1672, amidst hb career 
of glory I while Pichegruy with an army belong* 
ing to a country degraded by rebeUion, without a 
chiefs destitute of a government, and devoid of 
£aancesy after crossing both that river and the 
Tsseli carried his conquering arms to the borders 
of the Ems. 

General Pichegru, by this brilliant campaign^ 
has convinced military men that the former sys- 
tem of ta^cs, which began by making sieges^ 
and squandering away by that means the bravest 
troops, was not the best. A place well fortified 
is impregnable as long as it is defended by a brave 
army ; but no fortress can hold out any length of 
time, when the troops who should protect it are 
defeated. Had the Combined Powers, in 179St 
adopted and followed the same tallies which made 
Pichegru viftorious in 1794, a regular govern- 
ment would probably have now existed in France; 
Frenchmen would have been happy and tranquHf 
and Europe free. The truth of this a^ertiosn Is 
evident, from the manner in which France got 
Tpossession of Valenciennes, Conde, Quesnoyj 
Luxemboiu*g, &c« 

Vichcgni never 4aid tiege to any fiict or Cord- 
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fied place whidi was not absolutely necessaiy ^ 
protedb the position of his army; and with thi»- 
precaution he, in -nine months, conquered d' 
greater extent of country, and forced more for- 
tresses to surrender, than any French warrioi^ 
who had preceded him in leading Frenchmen to 
TiAory, either under Henry IV. or the four 
Louises his successors* 

Frenchmen are too ardent and too impatient 
to perform operations well which demand a great 
deal of patience and constancy. In a battle, the 
decision of which cannot be long suspended, they 
fight bravely when they confide in their officers ; 
but a long and difficult siege discourages, and . 
often disheartens them : the troops over whom 
Pichegru took the command in the spring of 
1794, were besides mostly new levies, without 
either experience, spirit, or knowledge enough 
to undertake and endure a long siege v they had 
enthusiasm and courage, but no capacity ; and m 
employing wisely the former, he taught them 
the latter. 

If Pichegru had not known the French cha-> 
rafter better than the Committee of Public Safety,, 
if he ha.d implicitly followed its orders, and xxqt 
adopted a new and unusual system of taftios, 
50^000 men at least would have perished before 
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Xalencicnncs, Conde, and Quesnoy, without cal-* 
ciilating upon those which probably would have 
heen destroyed by defeat ; had he even been vlc» 
torious, from the time that he must necessarily 
have spent in besieging those places according to 
the rules of war, he would have been unable to 
extend his conquests so far as he did. The late 
King of Prussia, from the beginning of the cam- 
paign, did Pichegru more justice than Carnot and 
the other republican tyrants of the Committee of 
Pdblic Safety ever did : he wrote a letter to the 
Emperor, inserted in the Belgic newspapers, in 
which he said, ^ It is impossible to save your 
country from an invasion ; the French have ar« 
mies always revived by fresh and numerous re-» 
cnilts ; and do not deceive yourself, their generah 
have adopted a good system of taSiicSy nvbich con^ 
fates and baffles ours ♦." 

Success has perfeftly justified Pichegru 's plans ; 
but although they had not been crowned with 
viftory, they deserved both applause and admi- 
ration, because all impartial military men must 
acknowledge them not only to be good ones, 
bat superior to all yet invented or introduced by 
£oraier great generals. Had Pichegru miscarried, 

however^ 

* X^oup-d'ail j^ge 84, and David's Cam^aivii va^e $». 
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however, such were the ignorance and cruelty of 
the pepablican rulers, ihat bis head would have 
paid for his misfortune Ptchegru left three strong 
fortresses far months behind him, without ap- 
pearing to have been embarrassed about them, 
and they surrendered to France as if fi'om 
themselves. When he crossed the Meuse, he 
left in the same manner behind him Sas de 
Grand, Hultz, and Axe), in Flanders, and Ber- 
gen-op-zoom and Breda, in Dutch Brabant, and 
these places soon followed the example of those 
in Henault. These are fafts which not only in- 
fitruA, but con^rince. 

No sooner had Pichegni's viflories efFefled a 
revolution in Holland) than the intrigues, [dui>> 
dcr, and crimes of the representatives who ac- 
companied him, lessened or tarnished the glory 
of his arms. Requisitions, forced loans, military 
cxecations, and contributions, were within the 
first six weeks enacted to the amount of twenty- 
five millions sterling. The property of the Stadt- 
liolder, as Chief of the United States, as well M 
his private and family property, were confis- 
cated, and disposed c^ in the name of the 
Froich Republic. The Dutdi patriots, pro- 
tected by the French representatives, plundered 
the estates and possessions of the adherents of 
this 



^ 
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^is Prince, and arrested and proscribed their 
persons and families. The bank of Amsterdan 
was inspeded, robbed, and sealed with the 
French republican seal ; the public treasures of 
each city, of the hospitals, of the orphan bouse% 
and of the churches, French rapacity carried 
away or emptied $ the magazines of the $tatc» 
and its arsenals^ were sequestrated, and the 
warehouses and even the shops of individnalt 
were in perpetual requisition i most of the shopi 
of goldsmiths and jewellers were cleared in 
twenty-four hours, and their value paid Iqr tbff 
French commissaries in assignats, which were 
of no value in Holland, and of but little in 
France : under the title of patriotic donatiooi 
the plate, and even the trinkets of each peisiMll 
were, under pain of imprisonment and severe 
penalty^ ordered to be ddivered up *• k is ioi^ 
possible to know to what length the French rp^ 
publicans and the Dutch patriots would have 
carried their extortions, vengeance, and vio- 
lence, had the French military commander aAed 
as the French pro-consuls and civil commissi^ 
ries did. Jacobin clubs, revolutionary commit* 
tees, prisons, and the guillotine, would, n^ 

doubtt 

« te Coup.d*te!I, jit^t 86. Le ReconnoUince Batsvtf printft 
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doubt) then have been as much the order of the 
day in Holland as they were in France ; but Pichc- 
gill) as far as lay in his power, opposed and pre-^ 
vented all such cruel) tyrannical^ and revolu- 
tionary measures j and all good Dutchmen owe 
it solely to his justice, moderation, and huma- 
nity, that their country was neither inundated 
with blood, nor disgraced and ruined by anarchy ; 
and that at a period when it was a crime among 
French republicans to be humane, moderate, and 
just, and a fashionable virtue to be barbarous, 
mieding, and exorbitant. 

In February 1795, the new-created States 
General of the Batavian Republic offered Genera) 
Pichegni an annuity of twelve thousand florins^ 
#fiich, however, notwithstanding his poverty 
and his services, he declined : he said on this 
occasion, to the members of the Dutch govern- 
ment who waited upon him with the offer, and 
who declared that they awed to kim, and to bim 
(Jtme^ the restoration of freedom ; ** that the only 
feward agreeable to him, and without which he 
ever shoM regret his viBories^ would be, that 
the terrible example of the French might serve 
IS a lesson and warning to them and their coun-^ 
trymen, and that under the name of liberty, no 
slavery might be introduced and made perma- 
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nent :" and although this offer was more than 
once rqpeatedy Pichegru always continued in- 
flexible ; and during all the time he passed in 
Holland^ he never accepted a single present^ nor 
any thing. besides his pay ; whilst xht. worthy re« 
presentatives of the French people not only en- 
riched themselves by their rapine, but exhausted 
the Batavian Commonwealth by their extrava* 
^ance ; destroyed the religious principles of its 
citizens by their writings and sedudionSf and 
perverted their moral notions by their scandalous 
and bfamous examples *• 

Under revolutionary governments founded 
upon crime and wickedness, it is as unsafe to be 
virtuous and uncorruptible, as under regular and 
moral governments it is dishonourable to-be 
vicious and degrading to be corrupt. When 
Pichegru refused to share the plunder of Holr 
land with the representatives of the French peo- 
ple, and rejefted the annuity offered to him by 
the Eatavians, he became suspefled by the regi- 
cides, Sieyes and Rewbel, as a royalist, and by 
the Committee of Public Safety as an enemy to 
the Republic. As, however, neither the army 
nor the French nation at large agreed with the 

opinions 

' Tb§ ZtfMntJidoneil pam^lct, pafi i^ 
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oixniotis cither of the committee op of its 
delegates, instead of degrading, they ennobled 
tim, expciling, by promoting him above all his 
fellow-citizens, to make him envied or hated in 
1 republic where the principles of equality had 
made the most ahsurd as well as the most dan- 
gerous progress ; but the modesty and patriotism 
of Kchegru disappointed their expeflations. 

As the Prussian ministers had dishonoured 
their monarchy by a peace with regicide France, 
and Austria had evacuated the countries on the 
Lower Rhine, Pichegru, having no more ene- 
mies to combat with the Army of the North, 
was nominated to direfV the operations of the 
Armies of the Rhine and the Moselle, although 
he continued commander in chief over the Ar- 
ftiies of the North and of the Sambre and Meuse, 
entrusted to the guidance of Moreau and Jour- 
dan : he had therefore under liis orders more 
troops than any republican general before him 
ercr disposed of; and, with the exception of Ge- 
neral Washington, he is the only military chief 
fif n commomvcahh, possessing the love and 
confidence of his soldiers, and the esteem of his 
fellow-citizens, who did not usurp the governi- 
inent of his couhtry at the expence of the liberty 
of bis countrymen. 

■S.1 
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B7 an invitation from the National Conven- 
tioD, Pichegru went to Paris before he assumed 
, his new appointment: since the death of Ro- 
bespierre, his accompiices or sLwes in that as- 
Kmbljr had been divided among themselves ; 
those who had grown rich by their revolutionary 
crimes desired a more moderate government, that 
they might enjoy with safety the fruit of their 
spoils: whilst others, who were as guilty, but 
who, through ignorance or prodigality, possessed 
Dothing but the prospeft of invading and sharing 
in their turn the property and riches of other 
people, plotted to continue the reign of anarchy 
aid terror. 
On his arrival in the capital, Pichegru was 
■ nominated the commandant and governor ad in- 
terim ; and by his presence and able disposi- 
tions, defeated, on the 1st of April, 1795, the 
projeits of the terrorises, who intended to issue 
new lists of proscriptions ; to fill again the pri- 
I ions with victims, and to ereit anew scaffolds for 
I innocence, honour, and virtue, Carnot, Bar- 
I fas, and tlielr accomplices, never forgave Piche- 
I gru this avowed declaration against their former 
I revolutionary deeds and future patriatie plans 1 
, disunited as they have been among them- 
elres, they alwzya agreed in injuring as tomOc^ 
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as lay in thdr power, a dtizen and a general 
who was no friend to Tice. and no tool of £ic* 
ixoTLy without ambition as well as without guilty 
and whom they could not but regard as their 
comm<m enemy, knowing, as they did, that at 
all times he had proved his abhorrence of con* 
yentional marauders and regicide assassins, al^ 
though shielded under the great and terrible 
names of representatives of the people, of re»- 
publican patriots, or jacobin sans-culottes« 

The more Pichegru became acquainted with 
the Parisian republicans, the more their princi« 
pies distressed him, ^d their conduA disgusted 
him, because he found them dangerous as citi- 
;zens, and despicable as men ; abject to their su- 
periors, haughty to their equals, and fierce and 
inhuman to their inferiors, having neither cha- 
rafter, informatiorr, nor conscience ; his stay at 
Paris was therefore short ; and as soon as he had 
regulated the concerns of his armies, he set out 
for Strasburgh. 

It was very probable, that Pichegru, with the 
resources and talents that be possessed, woul^ 
make the campaign of 1795 as brilliant as that 
of the preceding year 5 but this was neither the 
wish nor the interest of the jacobins, because it 
would have given him too great a popularity ) 
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and these envious foes» not being able to change 
his principles^ nor daring enough to deprive him 
of the command, calumniated the former, and by 
their intrigues neutraJized, or rzther made ineC- 
fedfaial the latter, and his efforts to serve his 
country. At his arrival on the Rhine, he found 
an undisciplined army, in which political discus 
sions occupied the time necessary for military 
exercise : there the different parties of the Nar 
tional Convention had each its adherents, who 
mutually detested, and would rather turn their 
arms against each other, than against the ene- 
mies of their country. Not a day passed but 
some citizens were killed in duels, or in private 
combats, in consequence of their political ^quar- 
rels; and the representatives of the people, in- 
stead of concurring with Pichegru to put an end 
to these disorganizing transaftions, which, in 
the face of the Austrians, even endangered the 
safety of the army, rather encouraged them, by 
promoting the most violent men, and those who 
v^ere the principal cause of these dishonourable 
disturbances, 

Jourdan, who commanded the Army of the 
Sambre and Mguse, is a man of no educations <?f 
doubtful abilities as a general, and unprincipled 
AS a politician. During the American war he 
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served as a common soldier; and from the be* 
{[inning of the Revolution he made himstif noted 
88 one of the most violent orators of the jacobin 
club at Limoges, where he was born, and where, 
in 1792, he was by the jacobins chosen com* 
•manderof a battalion of national volunteers: by 
sacrificing unnecessarily, in the manner of Buo-^ . 
naparte, thousands of lives, he has sometiihet 
been vidorious, but oftener defeated; and a d^ 
-feated army under him became immediately a 
disorganized and dispersed one, because he has 
no capacity to form a regular retreat, and in his 
attacks his only resource is to overpower -an 
enemy by the number of his troops. To em- 
broil such a man and a known terrorist with 
Pichegru, was easily done : as even, during the 
last campaign, Jourdan had more than once 
shewn his jealousy of Pichegru's viftories, and 
his vexation at being obliged to aA under his 
orders. 

Pichegru had instruftions not to open the 
campaign before Jourdan could co-operate with 
him, nor before Luxemburgb, which was block- 
adcd, should have surrendered. This fortress 
capitulated on the 7th of June, 1795 ; but, not- 
withstanding Pichegru's endeavours and entrea- 
Ats, either from the incapacity or malevolence 
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of Jourdan^ the summer had passed over before 
the Army of the Sambre and Meuse had put 
itself in motion. 

On the 18th of September Jourdan crossed the 
Rhine and attacked Dusseldorff. The city was 
instantly summoned, and^ having refused to sur- 
render, was taken by assault, the Austrian gar*- . 
rison having previously retired towards theLahn^ 
where General- Clair£2iyt, who commanded tbisi 
division, was joined by a considerable force* 

No sooner had Fichegru received intelligence 

of these exploits, than he also crossed the Rhine 

with the Army of the Rhine, and tie left wing 

of that of the Moselle. He advanced dircftlv 

against Manheim, and obtained possession of !>- 

important city with a degre;<. of.facility^jsr^ ,. 

proportionate to the strength of the pip 

»ce, tliat 
U was evident he must have been fr , • 

the good wishes, at least of the ir.,habitaLs, or 
by the opinion they had of hi', j,^^^^. ^^ 
generosity. On this, Gene-,^i Wurmser, the 
Austrian commander on x\,^ Upper Rhine, who 
was advancing by rap-\d marches to its reUcf 
endeavoured to forin a junftion with Gencriil 
Qairfoyt; but be was overtaken by General 
Pichegru, and defeated by a detachment of the 
army under his command* 
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The effefts of the intrigues of the disor- 
ganizing terrorists at Paris were now felt by 
Pichegru, who, immediately after liis late victory, ■ 
went to inspeft and direft some new fortifica- 
tions added to the city of Manheim. During 
his absence, the French, dispersing themselves 
Sn quest of plunder, were surprised and overcome 
hj the Austrians; and in consequence of one of 
those sudden reverses so common in all wars, 
but more especially during the last, the fortune 
of the campaign, from being highly disastrous, 
faecame at length eminently propitious to the 
Imperial arms. 

Meanwhile, Jourdan, according to a plan 
previously arranged, had crossed the Mcin, and 
invested Mentz, on the right side of the Rhinei 
but General Clairfayt fell suddenly on his rear, 
captured bis artillery, and obliged him to raise 
the blockade, re-cross the Mein, and retreat to 
Dusscldorfi^i while his rear was constantly ha- 
, rassed by the victorious Austrians. 

In consequence of Jonrdan's defeat, Picbegru 
was also obliged to retreat to the other side of 
the Rhine, leaving a strong garrison in Man- 
heim, and hoping to reinforce the French camp 
near Mentz suffigiently to resist the Austrians ; 
but before he could arrive the attack had been 
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made, the French completely routedi thor aitil- 
iery taken, and they, vrith difficulty, cpabled to 
cfie^ even a disorderly retreat. The vidorious 
armies under Wurmser sgid Qairfayt^ having 
formed a 3un6tion, retook the Palatinate^ and the 
greater part of the country between the Rhine 
and the ^Moselle. Pichegru, some time after, 
effeded a jun&ion with Jourdan^ but in such 
confuuon was the Army of the Sambre and 
the Meuse^ that their greatest efforts could not 
prevent the recapture of Manhcim, though thej 
impeded a projeA formed by the Imperialists for 
penetrating to Luxemborgh.. 

After receiving some reinforcements, Pichegru 
and Jourdan marched, on the 2dth of Novem** 
ber, to encounter the triumphant enemy. On 
the first of December,the former carried the town 
of Kreutznach twice by storm; but he was 
obliged at length to evacuate that place, because 
his colleague was repulsed soon after, in an ilL- 
condudled attack upon Keyserslautern, in which 
he lost two thousand men.. At last the severity^ 
of the season, and an unexpeAed armistice of 
tlxree months, put an end to the campaign, the 
close of which was not only far different from its 
commencement, but also from what might have 

F 3 been 
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been augured from the relative forces of the con- 
tending powers. 

This was the first armistice concluded be- 
tween regicide France and Imperial Austria: th« 
latter, though viiflorious, obtained not an inch 
of ground, for agreeing to a cessation of arms 
which enabled the former to recruit its forces, 
to organize its armies and its newly-erefted di- 
leflorial government, and to prepare the deci- 
sive campaign of 1796 J whilst, in 1800, when 
Austria was forced to sue for an armistice, none 
was granted but at the cxpence of fortresses, 
and countries given up or evacuated. Such haa 
been the difference between the Imperial and the ( 
republican policy during the late contest ; which , 
prfives that France is as much indebted to it* 
I'hilips as to its Alexanders for the fortunate 
issue. 

In Oftober l"r95,the Direftoryhad succeeded 
the Committee of Public Safety in the Executive 
Government of France : of its members, three 
were regicides and two were atheists, and of 
course the enemies of a general whose loyalty-and 
religion were known and respefted all over France. 
The Direiftor Carnot, in his writings, has ac- 
knowledged, and even boasted of having, by 
refusing to attend toTichcgru's com'plaints i^ainst 
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Jl oardan and the disorganizing deputies and emis- 
saries in his army, forced him to resign* : so si- 
tuated, even the talents of a Pichegru could not 
bring about impossibilities j and it can therefore 
excite no surprise, nor merit any reproach, if, 
finding all his labours rewarded with mistrust, 
ingratitude, and calumny, he threw up, in 
disgust, the command over the four French 
armies* 

When Pichegru, in 1793, was made a com- 
mander in chief, the military men, as well as 
other citizens in France, had their persecutors,- 
rerolationary tribunals, and executioners. Pro- 
.motion always depended upon the caprice of the 
{HTO^consuIs, who often, to settle advantageously 
their relatives or friends, deposed or arrested 
officers occupying with honour and distin^Hon 
command and places. Discretion, moderation, 
a decent cleanliness in dress, and a polite Ian* 
guage, were proscribed as indicating aristocracy, 
and occasioned the loss of rank, liberty, and life, 
to a person noted for any of these agreeable qua- 
lities. The best recommendation to advanced- 
men t was, not to do one's duty, but to make ex- 
travagant 

• Lc Coup. d 'ceil, page 89. DiAlonnaire Biographique, torn. iii» 
B»«c 177. ' 
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travagant and incendiary motions at the jacobin 
clubs ; to speak of ftothing but treason, aristo- 
crats, and the guillotine j and if a soldier left 
his post to declaim or denounce in a club, any 
officer punishing this infraftion of military dis- 
cipline was certain to be shot or broken, as an 
emissary of Pitt and Cobourg. 

The pJjy steal existence of military men was 
therefore as uncertain, and more exposed than 
that of other citizens, because they had to fear 
both the commissioners of death (as they were 
called), composed of the same elements j» th<!^ 
revolutionary tribunals, and which were attached 
to and followed the armies, and the fire and 
sword of the enemy. Their potHical existence 
depended upon a nod, a word, or a calumniator^ 
ti'ho envied them or wanted to succeed them; and 
the pro-consuls made a game and a gain of plac- 
ing or replacing generals and officers, or, which 
was the same, of disorganizing every thing. 

Such was the critical situation of all persons 
serving in the Army of the North, even when 
Pichegru arrived as its chief; and therefore, ex- 
cept at Hundscooten and near Maubeuge, it I^d 
been continually defeated. He had the good 
luck to be accompanied by the only irreproach- 
able deputy to the armies, Citizen Richard, who 
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Q^as as just^ regular, and severe^-as himself> but 
who, in a short time, on that Tery account, was 
recalled : all the other deputies were cruell j nn- 
jost and Mockingly ignorant. As the greatest 
Bumber of the officers and soldiers detested the 
ccmducl of these men, and of the generals who 
submitted to be their toob or accomplices, Piche* 
gm^ by uniting justice with severity, duty with 
regularity, and reward with impartiality, in a few 
weeks obtained their esteem and confidence. 
This was the principal reason why he was so soon 
able to establish a discipline which alone procured 
him viftory *. 

The modesty which appeared in all his reports, 
bears a striking contrast to those of Dumourier, 
Custine, Jourdan, Buonaparte, and Menou, as 
well as with those of the conventional deputies or 
commissaries, who often, ten leagues from the 
field of battle^ killed enemies in their official dis« 
patches, who continued fighting against France; 
and revived Frenchmen, who had been killed and 
buried by their enemies* 

The political system of the members of the 
Committee o£ Public Safety was so dreadful^ 

th^f 

^ Lc Coup-d'«U> page 90 ; and David's Memoires, page fi^t 

f5 
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that ail generals feared their liiry. Some com- 
manders thought to avoid it by exaggerating 
their success, others by leaving them in igno- 
rance as to its extent. This last method agreed 
best with the modest charafler of Pichegru, and 

, he adopted it. He never once furnished any 
long relations concerning his victories and pro- 

- gress, but contented himself with publishing thdr 
great consequence, without entering into parti- 
culars, 

DumouricT, Jourdan, and Buonaparte, seldom 
obtained advantages but by tlirowing away the 
lives of the soldiers under their command, by 
filling the trenches of the enemy with their killed 
men, and by fatiguing their adversaries by atucks 
twenty times repeated: such was, in a great mea- 
sure, their military science; that is to say, that 
of brave, but obstinate and unfeeling men. Pi- 
chegru, on the contrary, knew how to manceu- 
vrc, how to deceive an enemy by his evolutions, 
marches, and counter-marches, as well ^ how to 
attack him in an open field, or in a fortified 
camp. In all bis different campaigns, Moreau 
has followed Pichegru's tactics and method in 
conducing his army. 

Fichegra, Moreau, and Buonaparte, are ac- 
I counted, both in France and in Europe, the three 
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hcst rq>ublican generals, because they possess, la 
an eminent degree, besides the common tidents 
absolutely necessary for vc warrior, one of thost 
qndities which proclaims genius, and constitutes! 
a great captain: Buonaparte has that audacity of 
sentiment, that promptitude in execution, which 
repairs his faults, or elevates him above them ; 
Moreau, more wise, more humane and pru* 
dent, has a mode of manoeuvring, which foresees 
and prepares the result with less noise and less 
blood ; and Pichegru, in exhibiting often the 
boldness of the one and the prudence of the 
other, indicates a vast conception, and the valu- 
able science of judging rightly of all circumstances^ 
and calculating his own resources and means, as 
well as those of his enemy; a science which does 
not give talents, but completes them when they 
are found united in the same individual. Thfe 
new manner in which he carried on a ^♦'ar that 
procured him so many laurels, and his country 
such great advantages, are evident proofs of this 
assertion. Having to conduct young, brave, but 
undisciplined and impatient troops, against hieU 
inured id hardships, to patience and regularity ; 
being besides accompanied by a numerous cavaf- 
ry, he invented that continual war of aggression, 
that daily^ almost hourly war of posts^ the flying 

16 "W^^^Vi^ 



I 



108 REVOLUTIONARY PLUTARC^. 

artillery, and the war of attacks always repeated^ 
which confounded, fatigued, and rendered the 
enemy's cavalry almost useless ; he neutralized 
the ensemble, and the German discipline, by ex- 
citing the self-love, employing the aftivity, gra- 
tifying the eagerness, and keeping up the spirit 
of the young French soldiers, and disregarding 
^he ancient military routine, customs of siege, and 
armies of observation, 

. After the death of Robespierre, all the other 
generals began more or less to follow Pichegru's 
^example, and to imitate his taAics ; and all the 
J'rench armies were organized, and had been con- 
dudled, according to the plan delivered by him 
(with perhaps an indiscreet zeal of patriotism) to 
the Committee of Public Safety during his stay 
at Paris in the spring of 1795: Moreau, Buona- 
j)arte, Massena, and other generals, are therefore, 
in a great measure, indebted to him for their 
.success, as France is for its vidlories and con- 
quests*. 

. ^ After having commanded the most numerous 
armies, disposed of immense sums of money, and 
effefted the conquest of one of the richest couh- 
tries in Europe, Fichegru returned to his family 

as 

* Kecudi d' Anecdotcti torn. ii. \»v ^S* 
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9s poor as he had left it; and he foutid it no richer 
than himself: virtue was the only wealth both of 
himself and of his family* 

Many of those men who^ during the revolu- 
tion, ascended to public notoriety,^ and became 
£unous or remarkable' for their talents, powerful 
by intrigue, or dreaded for their crimes, either 
disowned or treated with cruelty their parents^ 
relatives or friends ; or enriched them by giv- 
ing them places, or procuring them opportuni- 
ties to share in the plunder <rf their countrymen 
and of foreigners- The name of RobespierreV 
own sister was upon his list of proscription, as 
a fanatic. Chenjer sent his brother to the scaf- 
fold as ati aristocrat -, Danton imprisoned his 
own mother ; the jacobin Philippe, of the Rue 
de Temple^ cut off the heads of his father and 
mother, because they went to church. Barras 
caused two of his first cousins and three other 
relatives to be shot at Toulon, because they re- 
mained there during its occupation by the Eng- 
lish. I^a Reveilliere transported his brother-in?- 
law and four other poor and troublesome memr 
bers of his femily to Cayenne. Dubois Creance 
commanded the execution of one of his sons, who 
was shot as an emigrant. The Deputy Du- 
qiiesnoy caused his own father to be guillotined. 
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^$ insulting the national representation by claito^ 
ing him as his son. Hebert poisoned his first 
wife^ to be enabled to marry a nun ; and cdn« 
fined his brother^ who was a priest, in the con* 
vent of the Carmelites, where he was murdered 
with other prisoners in September 1792*. Such 
was the conduft of one clas^ of the revolutionary 
charaftcrs, Rewbel, Merlin, Carnot, Siey^, 
^nd Buonaparte have afted diflferently, and in a- 
xnanner as if all persons related to them were 
bom with capacities to be ministers, generals, 
senators, or ambassadors, and to fill other im- 
portant offices 5 while the French national trea- 
sury, and those of Switzerland, Italy, Germany,, 
and Holland, procured them means to live- ac— 
cording to their high stations. Neither guilt, 
degraded, nor ambition or cupidity dishonoured 
Pichegru, in his behaviour to those near and dear 
to him 5 the ties of blood and of nature were sa- 
cred to him ; but he did not drag ignorance from. 
Tobscurity, nor reward consanguinity at the ex- 
pence of merit ; none of his relatives bad any 
-place under him, or by his recommendation^ 
And it was his glory to find them again as good, 
as poor, and as obscure as he had left them. On 
Ms coming back among them, they $aw in his 

fwnt 
.^ X«i Aiuuies dtt Tenotiu&e» m!^^^ 
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course of life the former companion of their sb- 
cietj) the brother, the cousin, the friend, and 
not the viAor nor the heroj they could not, 
therefore, murmur as if negleAed, nor complain 
as if disregarded ; the general partook of their 
scanty meals as cheerfully, and returned their 
embraces with the same cordiality, as the adju- 
tant had done; ahd in their company he was the 
person who oftenest forgot both what he had 
done for his country and what his country had 
done for him, and that a small farm was the only 
fortune of the saviour of his country, the 'con* 
queror of Alsace, Brabant, Flanders and Hol- 
land. 

Of the friars of the Minims, who had been 
his early instruftors, the greater number had- 
died in- misery, or perished in prisons, or on the 
republican scaffolds. Five were yet alive^ but 
in a situation which made life a burthen to them- 
stives, of use to nobody, -and painful to all feel- 
ing men who knew them : they were old, de- 
cayed, sick, destitute of fortune, and, of cour^e^ 
of friends ; and, besides, proscribed as £matics» 
because they had not renounced the religion of 
their ancestors, the gospel of Christ. Pichegru 
sold his horses and camp equipage, and distri- 
buted theikmoufit luBCiiig Jheia smd two of his 
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poorest relations, who had courage and humanity 
. enough to harbour the houseless, and to shelter 
wretchedness from unjust persecution. What is 
the gift of Buonaparte's kingdom of Etruriaj: 
compared with such an aftioni 

When once among his friends, Pichegru de- 
sired notliing but quiet and privacy ; but his re- 
nown was so great, and his charadler so much 
respected, that all loyal Frenchmen were indig- 
nant at knowing his penury^ and the cause of 

« • 

his retirement ; and as the French press, al* 
though not free, was not quite enslaved,, the 
daily prints were filled with reproaches and ac- 
cusations against the Direftory. As an honour- 
able exile, and more to get rid of a supposed 
enemy than to silence public clamour, the base* 
and jealous Directors offered Pichegru the em- 
bassy to Sweden, a country which was at that 
time governed .by a regent, who had pardoned 
most of the regicide assassins of bis great ami 
good brother, who had changed his alliance 
against revolutionary France into amicable con- 
nexions with the French regicides, and whose 
political principles, if he had any, were errone- 
ous, if not dangerous to the cause of religion and 
monarchy* 
It was on this occasion that the Director Le 
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Toumeur mentioned Pichegni, as " « man whom 

the French nation could present either to its 

friends or its enemies :" and that this was the 

case, and that there is no other person who has 

figured in the French Revolution of whom this 

can be said, all Europe knows^ as well as citizen 

LcTourneur^ 

Perceiving the real motive of the offer of this 
embassy, Piehegru declined it« acceptance, not, 
2s Barras afterwards chose to say, because he 
found himself unfit to fill it with honour^ but 
because he would have nothing to do with the 
Direftorsj men whose charaAers difl%red so 
widely from his own, and whom he could nei- 
ther persuade himself to esteem, nor desirqjtb 
serve. That this was the true reason, aptpbars 
from the confession of Camot, one of his great- 
*est and most ungenerous enemies. He says, m 
one of his writings, *^ During a conversation of 
two hours with Piehegru, this general spoke 
with a finesse iT esprit y and with a diplomatical 
information, which surprised me, knowing him 
only by his military talents, which do not al- 
ways suppose an universal genius, highly culti* 
vated by a careful education." This praise is 
neither flattering nor suspicious, when coming 
from such a man as Carnot*, and all persons 
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who have the honouf to know General Piche^ 
gi*u> agree in describing his feelings^ judgment^ 
political information and intelligence, as beings 
18 liberal and extraordinary as his skill as a w^-^ 
rior. i 

But though he re&ised any employment under 
the DireAory, yet, when his fellow-citizens chose 
him, in March 1797, one of their representatives 
in the Council of Five Hundred, for the depart-^ 
snent of Jura, it was his duty to accept the ap* 
pointment, and he followed its dictates. 

By the viAories of Buonaparte^ during 179^ 
and still vaorc by his fake and bombastic descrip* 
lions of his battles, the Jacobinical Directors . 
iioped to diminish the popularity of Pichesra^ 
and to make the inconsistent Frenchmen forget 
what they owed to this great general ; but in 
the midst of external successes^ the interior of 
France, though not so violently convulsed, was- 
little less agitated than at^ the most alarming pe« 
riods of the Revolution. The Direftory pos- 
sessed neither the confidence nor the respect of 
the people ; their councils were divided by se- 
parate views, and by mutual distrust and con- 
tempt 5 while the dread of new revolutions, and 
the immediate terror of military force, alone ap-. 
ipeared to prevent some violent explosion. The 
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SireAorsy fully sensible of the dangers to w^^ich 
tliiey were exposed, saw with alarm the approach 
of the period when, l}y the new constitution^ 
the people must meet in primary asse<nbliet 
to choose anew a third part of their representap 
thres. 

As a measure of security on this occasion^ 
the DireAors, by a decree, prohibited all persons 
inscribed on the list of emigrants, although ne* 
.¥er having emigrated, from exercising any poli- 
tical rights : and a new effort to prevent the 
sovereign people from enjoying too great a share 
^ «f authority, was made by the DireAory, in a 
message to the Council of Five Hundred; whero* 
ja, after speaking tnyiteriously of conspiratprSt 
whose hopes were not yet annihilated, it insinuated 
Ihe propriety of denying to all who had refused^ 
or should refuse, to take the oath of hatred to 
•royalty, the right of voting, considering the people 
m that occasion as public fun^naries* 

As most of the citizens chosen were of the 
same moderate principles with Pichegm, the 
demons to vacant seats in the Council of Five 
Hundred were not satisfaftory to government ; 
but the committees of nine, formed to decide on 
the propriety of the returns, agreed on the eligi« 
bility of most of the members* 
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At the first meeting of the new Council of 
Five Hundred, Pichegru was called to the clmir^ 
as its first president ; and bis name being signed 
to two resolutions^ the Council of Ancients 
hailed his nonoination with expressions of respe£): 
for his military talents and virtues : but his abi- 
lities were envied by one part of the Diredlory, 
and his moderation suspe£ted by another : his 
modesty was called a secret ambition ; his pru- 
. dence a concealed vanity \ his loyalty hypocrisy, 
and his popularity conspiracy ; and after these 
liberal suppositions, they determined sooner or 
later to let him feel the efifb A of their envy an4 
hatred. 

Notwithstanding Buonaparte had* about this 
time concluded the peace of Leoben, and his 
political and revolutionary principles were 
known to correspond with those of the jacobin 
Dire6):orSj| Pichegru's popularity increased) and 
he became and was regarded as the chief hope 
of all moderate men, not only in the Council of 
Five Hundred, but in the armies, and aU ovct 
France. The distraction of the executive go^ 
vernment was therefore at the highest pitch: 
the new eleftions, by giving seats to some men of 
greater abilities than had before been chosen, and 
of charaftcrs comparatively unblemished, aflford- 

^4 
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ed foundation to a strong and popular opposi- 
tion, which justly censured public proceedings 
with a freedom that upstart tyranny could ill en* 
dare> and with a force which made oppression 
writhe in anguish, and meditate bloody revenge. 

This new opposition tended to open the eyes 
of all Frenchmen, and to convince them that 
frauds, ignorance, imprudence, negligence, folly^ 
and peculation, reigned in all the offices under 
the Diredlory, and that particularly in the fi- 
nances there existed neither order, foresight, 
nor economy, that the public affairs were thcrcr 
fore in endless confusion ^ and it was proved that 
they had obtained the disposal of ninety-seven 
millions of livres (about 4,300,000/.), besides 
at least twenty millions received in contributions, 
under pretence that they would thus be enabled t§ 
makepeace ; but no peace j^'^as thought of *• 

In the military committee, of which Pichegru 
was a member, it was discovered that the army 
-list contained^/^;' ihausa^d men to be paid^ clothed^ 
and accQUtr^di more than had ever keen really ^tim 
rolled i and the military hospital had charged for 
patients who had never entered their walh^ or who 

had 

• Stt Lt Rapport du Citoycn Gilbert Dcsmorlieis, Ic ^% Prai- 
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had kng been tkad : and this, said Pupont de 
Nemours, who was stating the fads, // only m 
comer lifted up of the curtain which conceals tbesi 
enormities. On the thriftless expenditure he ol>^ 
served, that while large sums were issued for tho 
opera, the conservatory of music, the riding* 
schools at Versailles, and lavished on manu£ic^ 
tories of arms no longer w^anting, and of build- 
ings of mere ornament, the Dire<^ory had sent 
to the councils an alarming message on the state 
of the hospitals, aiErming, that out of three bun* 
dred and ffty foundlings <, three hundred had died fmr 
nvantofthe necessaries of life*. 

These and other debates produced no good ef- 
fcft, however, except affording information con» 
ceming the economical, moral, and political con* 
duft of the virtuous rulers of a modern and fa- 
shionable republic. 

Religion also occupied a conspicuous share in 
the deliberations of the Legislative Bodies % but 
no law founded on just, wise, or honest, prin^ 
ciples, was adopted. The horrors experienced 
by catholic priests during the reign of terror, 
were exchanged only for a more tranquil, though 

not 



* Sc« Le Rapport du CUoyen Dupont de Nemourii Messldori 
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«mot less systematic persecution, under the system 
of philosophy. None of the laws which imposed 
oaths and declarations on professors of all per* 
suasions, even on those whose tenets did not al- 
low them to take, an oath, were repealed ; buty 
instead of drowning and the guillotine, the pe« 
nalties of seclusion and deportation were aj^ 
plied. 

Besides these domestic occurrences, the con- 
duft of the French government towards^eutral 
nations was loudly censured by Pichegni and his 
party: the injustice, rapacity, and violence which 
had irritated the people of America, and the con- 
duft of Buonaparte toward the neutral republics 
of Venice and Genoa, were exposed by them to 
severe animadversion. 

These spirited contests formed part of a system 
of hostilities, in whioh it became obvious that the 
government must either adhere to the constitu- 
tion, make some just sacrifices of its ambition to 
its safety, or fall. The dire£tors hated each 
other, but Barras, Rewbel, and La Reveilliere^ 
were united by guilt and by fear j while Camot 
and Barthelemy, concurring perhaps in nothing 
but a desire of peace, opposed the blood-thirsty, 
disorganizing, and tyrannical spirit of their col- 
ognes* The opposition of Pichegru's party in 
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the Council of Five Hundred^ though generallj 
successful^ was not combined by any common 
-principle^ except hatred and contempt for the 
•triumvirate : honour^ ability, and popular favour 
was theirs j but some of them were infected with 
-the desire of shewing their rhetoric by declaim^ 
ang in the tribune ; while their adversariesi more 
expert in their condudl of revolutions, were prOf 
paring to derive the utmost advantage firom the 
chief resources^ the furious jacobins and the as* 
mies* 

Reports of counter-revolutionary projeAs were 
circulated ; and on the 20th of July the official 
journal, or government gazette> then called l^ 
Redaiieur^ issued a virulent inventive against the 
Council of Five Hundred, implicating them as 
conspirators. This audacious publication occa- 
sioned a message to the Directory 5 but it was an- 
swered by an impudent and laconic observation^ 
that no existing law applied to the case. 

On the same day, the 'iOth of July, Pichegru 
made a long and able report on the necessity of 
a re-organizaiion of the national guard, and on 
the manner of forming this organization so as 
to ensure the safety of the state, without giving 
too much trouble to the citizens of this guardt 
u^Q alone in Vrance could be depended upon for ^z- 




I oppose the daily uswpafionx ftf the tue- 
fiitive ptrwer. This and some other vigorous pro- 
posals and plans of the Council of Five Hundred, 
caused the Direftory to take measures as for their 
ownprote£tion; they had almost entirely changed 
the ministry, and, foreseeing that an opposition, 
headed by Ptchegru, Willot, and oihcr experi- 
enced generals, would not easily be conquered, 
were preparing to violate the constitution, bjr 
drjwing a large military force round Paris. This 
inceation was not kept sufficiently secret to pre- 
vent the circulation of reports ; and surnaise was 
chmged to certainty, when Aubry, in the name 
of tlie Committee of Inspectors of the Hall, de- 
ciired that four regiments of chasseurs, with part 
ofthcsta£Fof the Army of the Sambrc and the 
Meuse, were marching for Ferte-alois, a village 
about seven leagues from Paris, ivhile the coiiiti- 
lulien limited their approach to twelve leagues. 
On the 26th of July Pichegru pronounced a most 
eloquent speech on the same subject, in which 
he clearly proved " the plcts of the Dlreilory, 
its viohitian of the constifution, and its intftiiion 
again to introduce the revolutioimiy govermnetii 
and the reign of terror-, to exchange tie eotistito- 
I tiotiai code for the anarchical and bloody tyranny g^ 
I thtjae^iu/." 
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If the discovery of their projects was calcu- 
lated to alarm the conspiring majority of the Di- 
re£tory, the feeble conduit of many of their op- 
ponents restored their courage. Instead of aft- 
ing as Pichegru desired, and of proceeding with 
revolutionary vigour, such as they were sure 
would be used by the Directors, they formed 
decrees for abolishing two clubs which had been 
opened under the name of constitutional circles, 
and dispatched a message to ascertain the age of 
Barras*; they decreed, besides, a law for esta- 
blishing on all public roads, at a certain distance 
£roni Paris, columns inscribed with articles from 
the constitution, and an order forbidding the ad- 
vance of armies beyond them; a moet ridiculous, 
feeble, and shallow attempt, in a period so cri- 
ticalt. Timidity, hesitation, variety of views, 
and want of mutual confidence, prevented the- 
adoption of the only mode of conduil, th^ hn- 
peaehment of tome cf the DlreBorsy which could. 



* By the Coniiiturion, a D'atCloi ihouM be abavt lotty ycjn af 
a[e i Barias was suppoitd lo be only iliiriy-elghi. 

t OoediTisionoflroffps, l^jshrvi Ib-irgrtal mp.ajar llicUvii 
mnd far ihi csnuliuihit ajihiit ciualry, bifori ili«T begin th«i» 
nuch tawaidi Paris, dug up ihi conilituiioiial colunm wfaich 
(hey were forbidden to pia , |^t h opon » w«ggon, an'iai it ba> 
ls« them, ind respeftfully [ollowed, viiiieKlfaiiliig il.aalSAtf 
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%Xi the present state of affairs, tend to the advan- 
tage of opposition9 and save France from r^ub* 
lican oppression. 

The Directory relied on the attachment of the 
ariny, and were highly gratified by the conduft 
.of the jacobin Buonaparte. Divisions of the ar« 
my under his command In Itatyi contrary to the 
constitution, sent addresses to the troops of the 
interior, most of which were distinguished for 
violence ; but particularly one from the division 

- under Augereau, which rivalled in viruleace» 
abuse, and threats, the prodiiAions of the most 
licentious^ days of the Revolution. The atrocity 
of th^se proceedings, so repugnant to the consti- 
tution, and to every principle of social order, was 
rendered complete by an address from the staff of 

- Buonaparte's army, avowing all the sentiments 
. contained in the various missives already circu- 

lated,threatening death to those who should shew 
themselves royalists, a term which they had pre- 

• viously shewn they meant to apply to all the op- 
ponents of the Direftory, and of their friends the 
regicide jacobins. 

While the Legislative Body had such an in- 

- -<K)ntestible evidence of the criminal intentions of 
the three DireAors, a message was received from 
the Executive Government, in which some fa£b 

C 2 ^^^ 
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were denied^ others palliated^ and accusations of 
conspiracy retorted in a vague and insidious 
manner upon some members of the two councils. 
This message was by both c6uncils referred to z 
committee; and on the 20th of August, in. the 
Council of Ancients, the Report was made ^y 
Troncon Ducoudray, who was selected for this 
task on account of his acknowledged modera- 
tion and talents. He gave a full detail of the 
condudb of the Directory and the army, shew- 
ing, in many instances, their inconsistency with 
the letter and spirit of the constitution, though 
he was not hasty in imputing evil intentions. 
Thibaudeau, on the same day, in the Council 
of Five Hundred, made a report equally argu- 
mentative, though more warm, and. concluded 
by recommending two laws ; one charging the * 
public accuser to prosecute all plots, machina- 
tions, and, generally, all offences against the 
Legislative fiody, the Executive Directory, and 
each of their component members ; the other, 
declaring penalties against the military who should 
deliberate as a body, or sign addresses collec- 
tively. 

Before any decision could take place wit;h re- 
spe£t to these propositions, the three DireAors 
Had resolved to overturn^ by force, all the impe- 
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^iments raised by the constitution against arbi- 
^-^arjr power. Hoche was first fixed on to carry 
'^be design of the DireAory into cxccntiofi ; but* 
^%hey having been obliged to disavow some of his 
'^proceedings^ he had retired, full of rage and dis- 
appointment, to his army ; while the confidence 
intended him was transferred to Angerean, mhoax 
Buonaparte had sent to P^vis from the Army of 
Italy f. Besides the regular troops at the diqiosal 
of this general, great numben of jacobins and 
terrorists,, who had served Rob espier re and his 
feftion, were in Paris, soliciting employ or pnv 
motion, and were encouraged to icmaitt in die 
city, -akhough motions had been made m the 
Council of Five hundred far thcir^cmovaL 



* Ausereau, the ton of a fnut-womaa at Paris, Im fcnre4 most 
of the powers of Europe as a common aeliier, and faf We? flon^tf 
in Austria and Pruaria for icscrtioD. He «a# a InM^flunBr sS 

Kciichately in Switzerland, in i/S^^ vLat W m»i a avu.^ 
maker, Courvotsier, of a hone and two watcf.n, vtt '.'rx:? ir^enti 
as a soldier in the Neapolitan service, wfcere he ^^e 'jKSvyrt w % 
fencing-master ; be again dcsencd, an4 bccaaar inn a fftftix, vrf^ 
and afterwards a French (eberal. At Veruoa aoc Veiuc^ im 
plundered upwards of six millions of Irr ret : }>e if, t. pr>»ki«-« ;«■> 
markable for his presuanftion axid vas^ttf ; 1L a %mAc» O^ i< e a-J 
other comman^iers of thor mcxit^ ^zA i^ \im\i\%'\\*\^ uu.y.^Ki'jix 
of his persoD with rings and \K^ts^ i'JttL a ;<^^-<'ju-: kk*:.'^*a' 
with Ms ignorance in conTersatioss, ^lA^htXf'jmr^^'rv: h<f 
mansers. RteueU d*AMecdtttt^ pagejfc. 
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It appears almost inconceivable, that, with so 
many evidences of a conspiracy against them, 
and so many proofs of the determination of the 
triumvirate not to regard the restriftions of the 
constitution, Pichegru and the other leading men 
in opposition should not be bound by some com- 
mon tie, or animated by some general spirit. But 
the faft is, that in troublesome times, courage, 
frankness, patriotism, and talents, are seldom 
sufficient to defeat the plots of intriguers. Pi> 
shegru was surrounded by orators, who did not 
think of any thing but making brilliant speeches 
in the tribune, rounding periods, and frxmmg 
motions, without any spirit to aft with vigour, 
or judgment enough to see the absolute necessity 
of doing so. Notwithstanding all his endeavours 
he could not inspire the timorous with valour, 
the idle with aflivity, and unite the opinion of ' 
twenty dt^erent societies and parties, who con- 
stituted the opposition of which he was regarded 
as the chief: he was unable to subdue the cir- 
cumspcftion of some, the scruples of others, and 
the dread, the cowardice of most of them ; or 
to prevent the crimes of the dire»!torial faftion 
by being beforehand in the attack, and inflifting 
on its guilty members a well-deserved punish- 
mem. 
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Fichegru had not been six weeks a member 
of the Coundi of Five Hundred, before he 
formed a just opkiion of the persons who pre- 
tended to share hift sentiments, ^d to be led by. 
his o{nnioiis ; he therefore always doubted of 
sttCcesBi and migfaii a» well as many other of his 
ccflkagues, hwe escaped proscription by retire-^ 
snent ^ but he had be^ the first to propose the 
organisation of the national guards y and al* 
though many thousaodft of the Parisians had 
smade him ofier» and promlsea to resist the at- 
tempts of tbe DSrefbory, he knew Ux> well those 
cowardly citizens^ not to foresee that> ja the 
moment of dangery not one would stir or inter- 
ferer^ be thought it, however^ ha» duty to re- 
main en the spot, and to be the martyr of his 
loysdcy, rather than to give hi& enemies and ca- 
lomniatenrs reason to say that he had deserted 
men who required nothing but a chief to become 
^dtorious. 

While," therefore, his and their adversaries 
were drawing round him and them the net of 
destru&ion, the sitting of the two councils, on 
the Sd of September, terminated in perfeA tran- 
^qnillity; and in the Council of Five Hundred,, 
the motion on Thibaudeau's report was adjourned 
to the next day, a day in which the existing le- 
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{tislature was doomed to undergo a total altera- 
tion in its constitution and members. Fichegm 
and many others of the opposition party^ made 
sensible by him of the perils which awaited thetn, 
had proposed bringing forward a decree of accu- 
sation against the three DireAors ; whilst others^' 
judging the period too far advanced for such . a. 
measure, proposed marching to the directorial 
palace, arresting or putting them to deaths and 
then publishing to the people of France a state- 
ment of their motives ; but these proceedings of 
vigour were over-ruled by the timid> the trea-' 
cherous> and the indolent. 

In the nights of the Sd and 4th of September, 
the conspiring Directors threw off the masl^ of 
patriotism, for that of rebellion, and began to ef- 
k£k another revolution, by ordering two of their ' 
colleagues, Carnot and Barthelemy, to be taken 
into custody; the first, however, secured his 
retreat, but the other was arrested by Barras 
himself. Having thus partially executed the 
first portion of their projeft, Barras, Reivbel, 
and La Reveilliere*, the triumvirate, proceeded 
to other operations. A committee, called in- 
spectors, 

* Barras wns before Xht Revolution an infamous. degraded nobIe« 
man; he voied for the death of his king> and with the ascistance 
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speftorsy appointed to prevent the aj^roach of 
troops to the place of the sitting of the Councils^ 
and to direft their internal policej was composed 
of General Pichegru, Vaublapc, Thibaudcau^ 
"Emcrj, and Dalarue^, who were divided in 
opinion respecting the conspirac7> till General 
Ramel^ commander of the Legislative Body 
guard, announced an order that he had received 
at one o'clock in the morning, to attend the 

Minister 



of Buonaparte, executed rx »tfjjr thousands of his countrymen at 
Toulon and at Paris. Kewbel, formerly an attorney, another re* 
gtelde, has since the Revolution plundered millions ; and, asaDi- 
rcQor, caused thousands to be: shot or transported. La Reveilliere 
Lepaux, a deformed stigmatic, formerly an intrisuer under the 
aqppeilation of a man of letters, disbelieved the existence of a God, 
and passed hb life in tormenting mankind and the consciences of 
christians, by preCendiDg to be the pope of the theophilanthropists,. 
or revolutionary philosophers. These three vile intriguers de- 
feated a general who had defeated the united forces of Austria, 
England, Prussia, Hanover, Holland, and Hessia. So liitle does 
it depend upon talents or virtue to.be vi£toiious in plots and r^volu* 
tions ! 

♦ Of the five Inspectors, Pichegrvand Delarue were fbi* vigo- 
rous measures; Vtublanc and Thibaudcau were, from cowardice, 
for ten^torizing proceedings; and Emery was the spy of the Direc- 
tory, who betrayed all the discussions of his collengues, and was 
therefore, with Thibaudeau, whose ^ndudl was auspicious to many» 
excepted from deportation ; while Pichegru, Detarue, and Vaublanc,. 
were treated with all poasjble' indignity au4 cruelty, both in the 
Teispte zaA oo their wty to Cayenne . 

n) 
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Minister at War, and that several cdiunm of 
troops were entering the city. He was a few 
hours afterwarids summcmedy in the name of the 
Dire^ry, to allow fifteen hundred soldiers to 
pass the Pont Toumant (the entrance to the 
ThuiHerie gardens from the place of Looi^ 
XV.);, but he bravely refused, though assured 
that his corps of eight httndred grenadiers was 
surrounded by twelve thousand men, with four 
pieces of cannon. In this emergency he sent to 
Lafond^J^adebat and Simeon, the presidents of 
the two Councils, for instruftions, and gave no- 
tice of what was passing to several members. 
Fichegru had already ascertained that the halls 
were completely invested, and Ramel was con- 
sulting with the Committee of InspeAors, when 
news arrived that the Pont Toumant was forced^ 
the garden filled with troops, and a battery 
forniing to bear on the hall of the Council of 
Ancients. The post of the Council of Five 
Hundred, defended by a brave lieutenant named 
Blot, alone remained, and Ramel had vainly so* 
licited leave to call out the reserve of grenadiers, 
and attempt repelling force by force ; when the 
troops of the Direftory, headed by Augereauj. 
rushed in, and, after a considerable struggle, se« 
cifjred all the JnspeAors, and several othec mem- 
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1>ers of the Gmndls who had come to share their 
deliberations. 

. A considerable number of members of both 
Council8> having assembled at private houses» 
sallied forth in their scarfe, and attempted to 
gain the entrance of their own halls, but were 
thrice repulsed by the military ; while the mi-* 
nority o[ each legislative body met at a play- 
bouse in the neighbourhood of the DireAory^ 
called Odeon, and in the amphitheatre of the me- 
dical college, and made laws suited to the views 
of the triumvirate. 

This party had, previous to the explosion of 
their mines, prepared {nroclamations to deceive 
the people of Paris, declaring the existence of a 
plot to re-establish royalty; and in the evening 
of the same day, the mock assembly at the Odeon 
received a message firom'the Direflory, equally 
false and absurd with the proclamations in the 
morning, affirming the halls of the councils to 
have been fixed on as the scene of a conspiracy 
to restore royalty^ and that Pichegru, in a cor-^ 
resppndence with the Prince de Conde, had 
formed a plot which would have been executed, 
but that the Prince himself refused to afford his 
sanAion. These accusations were supported by 
a pretended correspondence said to be inter- 

G 6 ^t:^W 
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cepted {but whichi from the strongest iptemaf 
evidence, appeared to be forged), and some ab-- 
surd extorted confessions of Duverne de Presle,. 
one of the royalist conspirators arrested at the 
commencement of the year *. Reports were 
then' presented by several members, who read 
draughts of law, annulling the elections in forty- 
nine departments, and ordering the deportation 
of Generals Pichegru and Willot, with thirty* 
eight other members of the Council of Five 
Hundred, and eleven of the Cotincil of Ancients, 
and the Dircftors Carnot and Barthelemy ; with 
a number of other citizens, generals, ministers^ 
priests, and editors of newspapers. The fate of 
'<vll these vi<ftims, condemned without a trial, was 
rendered additionally cruel by the sequestration 
of their property, till accounts should be received 
o£ their arrival-at the place of deportation : the 
remair\der of the Council of Five Hundred passed 
this sentence without hesitation, in wliich that 
of the Ancients concurred ; while they boasted 
of this proceeding as an aft of mercy, though it 

pre- 

* Pichegru was at the same time accused and denounced by 
Moreau and Buonaparte, the former being the dupe of t!)ir latter; 
who, as loitg as Pichegru remained in France, could have no hope 

Msurp power over Frenchmen $ but neither of them produced a 

^Jiue of Fichesru *s baiid-wnunj. 
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prevented the tmjudged prisoners from Jproctmng 
even the most common necessaries for their 
comlbrt and accommodation in tlxe voyage which 
they were afterwards doomed to make. Laws 
of the greatest severity were ena£ted against 
emigrants and their relations ; a new oath was 
imposed, of hatred to royalty and anarchy, and 
attachment and fidelity to the Republic and coa« 
stitution of the year three, a constitution which 
they at the same time violated in the most scan- 
dabus manner. All journals, periodical papers^ 
and the presses for printing them, were put 
under the inspe Aion of the police : the late laws^ 
decreed according to the motion of Pichegru, for 
116-organizing the national guard, were abrogated^ 
and the Direftory was invested with the power 
of declaring any commune in a state of siege. 
These, and some other regulations equally tyran- 
nical and vengeful, gave to the executive power 
a complete dictatorial authority, and terminated 

^ * ■ 

the glimmering prospeft, which some still affeft- 
ed to view, of liberty restored by the exertions 
of the French philosophers*. 

Pichegru 

* The Author \iras at Paris when this revolution was eflfedled ; 
and what he then observed, confirmed his opinion of the base andl 
cowardly chander of the Parisiass. The S4 of Se^Uix^^i v)\\ ^. 
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Pichegni and the other arrested Deputies had 
been conducted to the Temple bastile, and dur- 
ing the ensuing days the private vengeance of 
the Diredors added considerable numbers to the 
list «f sacrifices : their tool, the infamous Aug^- 
reaUi was well adapted to carry into execution 
their orders of cruelty, by himself, or by iostru- 
oients worthy of him. He had appointed Ge- 
neral Dutertre commandant of the Temple, and 
of the escort destined to accompany the impri- 
soned Deputies to their place of embarkation. 
This rfpiihliean general had, a month before, 
come out of the gallies at Toulon, where he had 
been confined under sentence of a court martial, 
for robbery, assassination, and setting fire to 
houses, in La Vendee*. 

At two in the morning of the 8th of Scpteai> 

ber, Pichcgru, and the other proscribed persons 

were removed from the T emple in vehicles 

placed upon four-wheeled waggonsr nearly re- 

scmbling 

Bunday ; nnd (lie Tivbli, and all oihcr public placts, wtre crowded 
wilh tlegant and fashionable [ieo)>le, who all gursed th« DircAbrr. 
and piaiied ihe two Council). In <hc nighl the lenoluiioa took 

' fihcc; and the Mil day all ihc sardt^i, iiguare), andKrceo, were 
illcd with ihc lame Parisiant, dressed ai lant-culottci, and crying 
out cverj where, " Long live the DiitAjry 1 pDWD wilh ilic 

k Councili!" 

I ' Xtael't Nim^yt, f>|« ta. 
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aembfing fpm^amzges^ They were a kind of 
ciige^ secured on all sides with bars of iron breast 
highy nearly resembling such as are used in £ng<^ 
land fer the conveyance o£ wild beasts; and 
every shake or jolt bruised them, in a most teF« 
rible manner : a padlock fastened the iron grat» 
ing by which they entered ; they had- neither 
time nor means to make the slightest prepara- 
tion for their removal. The triumviratej anxi- 
ous to enjoy the brutal and cowardly pleasuse of 
contemplating their fallen adversariesi caused 
the cars to ps»s before their palace of Luxenw 
bnrghj where the walls, aheady rendered by its 
inhabitants the inclosure of every imaginable 
crime, re-echoed with the mirthful fdaudits of a 
ruffian, b^nd, whose savage exultation would 
have disgraced the untutored aborigines of Ame<-' 
rica. 

' During the journey from Paris to Rocheforty 
there were no sufferings or indignities which Pi^ 
chegru and his companions in misfortune were 
ilot obliged to endure, and no danger to which 
Ihey were not exposed ; they were hooted at^ 
cursed, threatened, and covered with mud^ hy 
&e jacobins, at every place they passed or 
lalted at : water was their only drink, and 
Uack bread their enly&od^ during ths daf, andl 
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a prison^ a dungeon, or the damp pavement- ixt 
some deserted church, their place, of repose at 
night. The officers under Dutertre, Adjutant 
generic Colin, and his second, Guillet* were, in 
September 1792, among the Septembrisers, or 
assassins of the prisoners at Paris, and owed to- * 
it their* military rank. At Blois they had pre- 
pared the same destruction for the departed De^ 
puties, had not the courage and humanity of a 
municipal officer prevented it ; but, enraged at 
their disappointment, they lodged him the same 
night among the galley-slaves, in irons, at Tour,, 
in Tourain. At Chateilherault, Dutertre ordered 
them to be shut up in so infedtious a dungeon, 
that Fichegru and several others swooned ; and 
they would all have been stifled, had not the 
door, at which sentinels were placed to watch 
them closely, been speedily opened. Even Pi- 
chegru, though still youngs and h^dened by 
the fatigues of war, suffered so much from the 
badness of the roads, and the jolts of the wag* 
gons, that he demanded as a favour to walk on 
foot in the midst of the escort y but he was re-^ 
fused with brutality :, for " when once the pri- 
soners had ent^ed the carriages, or rather th<2. 
cages in the morning, and the iron grating wa$ 
^ocked, they were not opened again till night» 
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r though illness or natural wants ever so mncli re- 
quired it." Such were the orders of Dutertre. 
At last, on the 21st of Septcoibcr, they ar- 
rived at Rochefort, where the most ill-omeoed 
presages surrounded them. The soldiers com- 
posing the garrison of this city lined the hedges 
upon the road ; and a crowd of sailers made the 
air re-echo with the ill-boding cry of — " To the 
vmUT, to the viatcr ! Drawn them, drawn 
ihrm! < !" Here they were embarked on board 
a small brig, and by some ill-loolcing soldiers 
ruddy forced down between decks, pushed 
ind crowded toward the forecastle, while they 
were nearly sufibcated with the smoke of the 
Idtchen. 

They were now suffering extremely from hun- 
ger and thirst! for they had neither eaten nor ■ 
drank during the thirty-iix preceding hours. A 
pail of water was let doipn in the midst of them, 
and a couple of tJie cren-'s loaves were thrown 
doim beside it,, with a gesture of the utmost 
contempt. They were, however, unable to eat, 
on account of the smoke, and their very uneasy 
iituation. In the meanwhile, the sentinels, ' 
pressed them more and more, held the most i 
horrid language. Pichegru having resented the I 
imolence of one who was in the tn'nisl Q^ \.\ita^J 



W8 REVOLUTIONARY K-UTARCH. 

latter replied to the general, " Tha hadit better 
be silent, for thou are not yet ota of mr power." 
This was a boy of fifteen or sixteen years bf 
age. 

They had every reason to believe that the 
[Jace of their deportation was no other than the 
bed of the river Charantc, where they were now 
at anchor, and that they were actually on board 
one of [hose horrid instrumcnta of executions a 
vesiel •u.-ith a trap' door, invented to quench the 
thirst of republican tyrants for human blood) and 
to murder in the dark, as rapidly as possible, as 
many victims as their caprice could desire ; and • 
durmg one, to them, dreadful night, they were 
listening in anxious suspense, and silent horror 
and resignation, constantly expcAing the &tal 
moment to arrive. At last they were sent on 
' board a cutter, where Pichegnt and three others . 
were separated from their companions bythc c^ I 
tain, who himself ordered them to go down into \ 
the boatswain's store-room, saying, " As for yon 
four geiiiieiTien, this h to be your lodging :" and - 
thus they remained for fifty-two days, in the 
profoundcst darkness, in that horrid dungeon, 
itife£):ed by the exhalations of the hold, and by 
the cables, witkout hammocks or covering, or 
any thing on which to lay their heads, thou^ un- 
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atble to hold themselves uprigbu At nooa ercry 

day a biscuit was hrcHight to each } and a bockct 

full of gourgones, or large beans boiled^ fiUcd with 

*verIniIl^ filth, and hair, and without anj scasoiw 

ing, was set down for thenu This was tfadr 

daily allowance, and the only food that was giveii 

them during the whole voyage. 

The detachments which had been pot on board 
the cutter to guard them» consisted of men se- 
lected from among the revolntiooaiy hinds of 
the Committee of Nantes, so fMnoos m flie 
. nals of tesrar. for the 
of the priests who were somcnccd to 
tion. They were beard to retec to 
their various and infiunooseq^loitiu Onr 
of hd^iogriuHMg. a marld^ aasassiBalad his 
tatftbystabbinghhninthebock^aDdtiwowD 
into a ditch^ betaase he s B sp e Oed him of 
ctacy f another coolly enumerated hosr 
priests he had drowned in the Loire ; a third 
plained to his comrades how Ac drownti^ 
performed, and mimicked Ac grimaces of the i 
fortunate vrretches at the moment of snbmer- 
sion : several of them boasted of havii^ killed 
with their oars those who» after pasni^ thron|^ 
the trap-door in the drowning vessds, endcavoar- 
to save t »y swimmings and if th«t 
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monsters suspended for a moment tbeir horrid 
conversation, it was only to sing disgus^ng songs* 
They chose the time of their prisoners resting, 
to place themselves by the hatchway, and howl 
out their obscenities^' their blasphemies, and their 
sdngs of cannibals. 

Of those transported, Pichegru was the only' 
one who was not sea*sick ; but he suffered so 
much the more from hunger. It produced paK 
roxysms of rage, and the coarse food> whid^i 
he ate in too small quantities, only excited hi» 
ravenous appetite. One day^ the hunger and im- 
patience of the general furnished the captain 
of the cutter. La Porte, with a pretext to add to 
the vexations which he infliAed on the four pri- 
soners of the store-room. The cabin-boy who 
waited on them persisted, notwithstanding their 
prayers and menaces^ in always bringing them 
their bucket of beans so filthy, that they could 
not touch them : Pichegru therefore pushed the 
boy once, when he brought a bucket almost co- 
vered with hairs. The boy fell into the bucket^ 
and, being scalded, cried aloud, and called for 
help. Pichegru accused himself of the fadt ; but 
his fellow-prisoners would not allow that he 
alone was culpable, and the captain ordered them 
all four to be put in irons, in which condition 
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they, suffered severely for six days ; nor was the 
captain then disposed to relieve them, had not 
fear^ from the murmurs of some of .the sailorly 
who compassionated the fate of their four en- 
chained felloW'-citizens, of whom three hady been 
repuilican generalsy compelled him to that mea- 
sure. 

At length they landed in Cayenne, and hopedf 
having escaped from the presence of their ty- 
rants, to range there at liberty ; but they were 
mistaken : wherever a French republican com- 
mands, tyranny and oppression are felt,] and 
their companions, wretchedness and misery, must 
be expelled. Instead of enjoying even the sha- 
dow of liberty in the deserts of this unhealthy 
country, they were sent to the fort of Sinamary, 
on the pestilential banks of the river of that 
* name. Even in this miserable abode, their per- 
secutors harassed them by a refinement fif cru- 
elty ; they were closely confined in dungeons 
used as prisons for fugitive negroes and crimi- 
nals, containing neither beds, tables, ncnr ohauos^ 
nor any one piece of furniture* No £uropea«» 
pediaps, had ever before been thrown into.such 
a den, in such a climate, there to be given as^a 
prey to scorpions, centipedes, gnats, musquitos, 
and many other species of inse£lS| equally nii« 
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merous, dangerous, and disgusting! they were 
not even secure from serpents, which frequently 
crept into the fort. Pichegru found one of an 
uncommon size, which he killed : it was thicker 
than his arm, and lay concealed in the folds of 
his cloak, which served him for a pillow in hts 
hammock. They were, besides, totally desti- 
tute of clothes, linen, and money, and their 
viftuals were worse than those given to the ne- 
groes. 

Pichegru still retained his accustomed firmness, 
and shewed that confidence, that presentiment, 
as it were, of future amelioration, which na- 
turally communicates itself to others. His prin- 
cipal occupation was inspiring his fellow-sufierers 
with courage and constancy; his only amuse- 
ment \vas learning English. He preserved, 
amidst all his pursuits, his military tone and 
manners, by which he endeavoured to overcome 
the tedious monotony of imprisonment. He 
vas often singing, especially such iiragments as 
were applicable to his situation ; not plaintive or 
romantic efiusions, but such as abounded in the 
energy of vehement expression and awakened mi- 
litary ardour. He supported with fortitude, and 
without complaint, his present evils, and con- 
templated the vile iustrumeot of his misfortunes - 
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-with contempt. The only day that he seemed 
afflicted was^ when an American vessel brought 
news '' that the usurpation over his country was 
€om{d.eted^ all good citizens oppressed^ the re* 
Tolutionary laws rigorously enforced^ and the tri* 
Iwuils of blood re-established under the name of 
)llilitary Commissions.'' He then deplored, with 
the other prisoners, the fate of their wretched 
imd degraded country* If an honest man, strug- 
gling with misfortunes, be the noblest work of 
God, a hero and a patriot in fetters is an angel 
upon earth. 

After eight months endurance of all the suf* 
ferings of captivity and want, of insult and tor- 
ments, Pichegru, with seven other prisoners, at 
hist escaped from his oppressors, the dangers of 
the waves and the horrors of famine ; having at 
the moment when he was arrested, and during 
the voyage to his place 'of deportation and his 
imprisonment at Cayenne, conduAed himself 
-with that noble fortitude which elevates misfor- 
tune, and commands respeA even from republi- 
can despots. He first landed in the Putch co- 
lony of Surinam, and afterwards, on the 28th of 
September, 1798, disembarked inEngland) where 
royalty received the republican exile, generosity 

rewarded 




rewarded talents, and hospitality soothed misfoT'- 
tones*. 

It is hoped, that the particulars of Pichegru 
proscribed, will be to loyal men equally interest- 
ing with those of Pichegru vidorious ; as they 
truly paint the cruelties of republican rulers, the 
ingratitude of republican citizens, and the in- ■ 
justice of republican governments : they exhi- 
bit the immoral, barbarous, and infamous coii- 
dudl of most men, of inferiors, as well -as of su- f^ 



periors, who have engaged or are employed 
keeping up the cause of the French rebellion } 
and if it has surprised foreigners, that some 
Frenchmen, in the name of liberty, have usurp- 
ed power to become tyrants, it is no l£ss asto- 
nishing, that those upstart tyrants have found 
slaves base enough to obey their difbtes, and 
cruel enough to execute, and often to aggravate, 
their commands ; and that the same great nation 
contains such a number of various, vicious, and 
vile men, that Robespierre's guillotine, the Di- 
reAorial 



* Tlic patticulat fajls mendoncJ canccrnini the nvoluliouef 
the4ihor ScpLcmbci, 1797, lad I'lchEgru'i dcparliilian, trc de- 
lived fnm Diaionnaire BloEniphi<iuc, CimoCs Rrply, Job Aimc-i 
Nimdvi, Secici AnccdolMof iht 18th FiuftidM hj U< i* V.it, 
lUiBcl'c Mimlivc, and KcmsU d'Anccdulct. 
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:ye£torial dqx>rtat]onj and the Consular shooting 
and poisoning, have never wanted fit subjedb to 
carry into effefl their inhuman and merciless de- 
crees. 

Of Pichegru's talents as a general, neither 
Buonaparte nor his military sycophants have 
dared to throw out any doubts ; of his principles 
as a politician, nothing is known but what does 
honour to the commander as well as to the se- 
nator, and inspires admiration of the patriot. The 
conquest of Alsace, Brabant, Flanders, and Hol- 
land, convince every body of the former ; while 
vague accusations, invented by envy or forged 
by jealousy, witlwut proofs as well as without 
fadls, arc unable to diminish known patriotism 
■and irreproachable opinions ; and whatever ca- 
lumny or afiliftion have proclaimed, exaggera- 
tion propagated, treason discovered, or fear dis- 
closed, all moderate and just men, even in Franco, 
acknowledge that Pichegni is really and more 
sincerely attached to the honour and hap|5inesii 
of his^jcountry, than Buonaparte, or any other 
republican ruler or general ; and though he docs 
not agree with the Cdrsican, and approve of an 
unjust and perhaps impolitic aggrandizement, at 
the expehce of good faith and of the tranquillity 
of Europe, his moral and political notions, " that 
VOL* lu II ^ 
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it IS not the extent of a country, or the number 
of its mhabitants, which constitute the greatnesi^ 
and prosperity of a nation/' has as many, if not 
more, adherents, than the Machiavelism and ex^ 
travagant ambition of his unprincipled antago- 
nist I and all loyal Frenchmen prefer, with Fi- 
chegru, ** to enjoy liberty with twenty millions 
of freemen, than, under the artificial and op» 
pressive grandeur of an adventurer, to suffer 
bondage with thirty millions of slaves." 

In a work attributed to a person who was not 
a friend, or partial to Pichegru, is the following 
sentence : *^ Pichegru's only occupation is his 
country ; and he is always disposed to answer 
those who speak to him in favour of such men^ 
or of such a faAion, — Promote the happiness of 
France J and you may depend upon me as one of 
your party^^ This was written some few days 
before the ^th of September, 1797, when Buo- 
naparte denounced, Barras and the Direftory 
condemned, and Frenchmen transported, Piche- 
gru, as a traitor and conspirator*. 

Egotism is the chief passion of French repub- 
licans ; it has caused them to commit murders^ 

and 

* Secret Anecdotes of the iSth FruAidor, by De la Rile, and 

Recueil d'Anecdoies. , 




issue proscriptions; to plunder and en- 
France and Europe ; to sacrifice parent*, 
relatives, and friends ; to betray and butchet 
their king ; to desert and deny their God } tO 
Jtiore Marat, to worship Robespierre, to praise 
Barrat, and to prostrate themselves before Buoo 
niparte. According to this true definition of 
Gallic republicanism, Pichegru is certainly no 
republican ; and he had besides the honour and 
courage to continue poor in a commonwealth, 
i^bere, among rapacious upstarts, it was suspi- 
cious and ridiculous, a folly and a crime, not to 
bench. 

f icbegru is stout, athletic, near six feet high, 
8od of a strong constitution, well fitted by na- 
ture to encounter and endure the fatigues of war. 
Upon a first interview, there is something severe 
*boat him ; but his austerity wears off after a lit- 
tle intercourse, and he soon inspires the greatest 
Confidence. His poUteness is without affeftatioji, 
and not a formal etiquette^ often signifying no- 
thing but duplicity and imposture. He is frankly 
condescending, liberally obliging, and naturally 
good and benevolent ; but he possesses not the 
sgrecabteUtticnessandthe triflingmeannesswhicR . 
make the fortune of republican courtiers as much 
and as oUcn as those of a monarch. TiV«t&csA. 
II 2 t^*- 
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.chara(S):er is excellent : frank, candid, humanef 
and polite^ cordial to his friends, and pleasing to 
his acquaintance. To his officers he was always 
/Complaisant) and with his soldiers stridt, but 
just and generous. With a sanguine disposition, 
lie is cool and deliberate in his conduA ; and the 
extent and versatility of his talents have obtaineii 
Xhc same approbation and success in tlie senate as 
in the field. 

There are some striking resemblances between 
Pichegru and Moreau, two republican generals 
as much above the petty Buonaparte by their 
external form and internal worth, as by their 
talents and merit : they are both about . the 
.same age, . and of the same size ; and both have 
natural genius and a cultivated education ; but 
their charafters, without being quite opposite, 
are very different. Moreau is more insinuating, 
his manners more agreeable, and liis person more 
graceful. Nobody is an hour in Pichegra's com- 
pany without placing confidence in him, and 
judging him to be a man of honour, of probity, 
and of generosity ; at first sight, Moreau infuses 
the same sentiments : every day's intercourse 
with Pichegru increases our esteem for him i 
with Moreau it does not augment } it does not 
even always continue the same. If exception be 
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imufe of the Corsican loufij q s and sateHEtes Pi- 
chegru b anivcrsaliT boooured and bdored ia 
J ranee : Morcau's admirers are more nassross 
than those of Buonaparte, bat not so noisenxa 
as. those of Pichcgru. 

In 1796, when Buonaparte was pRHEOted to 
the command of the Army rfthe Alps, this armr, 
as well as those commanded hv Moreaa on the 
Upper Rhine, and by Jourdan on the Lower 
Rhine, consisted chiefly of officers instruAed, 
and soldiers disciplined by Pich^ru : that Buona- 
parte, with such an army, accustomed to success, 
and elevated by vidbory, should defeat the less 
numerous, dispirited, divided, and. betrayed 
Austrians and Sardinians, was not surprising; 
but that the general, to whom all those advan* 
tages might be ascribed, should experience from 
the base jealousy of the base Buonaparte, envy, 
hatred, and persecution, instead of praise, amity, 
'and gratitude, is surprising, even in the abomi- 
nable annals of the French rebellion. Buona- 
parte's extorted addresses from this very army, 
and his forged accusations^ were the only fa^s 
which the infamous Barra^ and his accomplices 
condescended to publish in vindication of tlieir 
revolutionary proscription of Pichcgru ; and these 
are the nominal reasons why Buonaparte still re- 

H 3 \i>a 
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tains Pichegru upon tie list of the true legion j^ 
l^nouri the list of the emigrants* * 

Notwithstanding what Buonaparte has done 
to injure Pichegruj and to undermine his repu- 
tation, he is yet regretted and beloved by the 
French army, and pitied, praised, and estee;nled ' 
t^y the French nation, as the only republican ge- 
neral who has not sullied his victories either by 
rapine or murder, by plunder or confiscations* 
These are unpardonable crimen in the opinion of 
the guilty Cprsican, who fears the unfortunate 
Pichegru in exile, more than the fortunate Mo- 
reau in the neighbourhood of his usurped throne; 

i 

because Buonaparte knows, that esteem founded 
^pon merit, is more to be apprehended than for- 
tune founded upon chance ; he knows that eveQ 
the///r^ Moreau has hurt his credit, by falsely 
denouncing his friend and benefactor PichegrPt 
to whom he was indebted for his first military 
instruAion and promotion, and by continuing 
to §erve the republican assassins of his loyal f^ 
ther. 

When, in 1794, Pichegru commanded the 

army 

* A friend of Frat\ce, and of Pichegru, uked Buonaparte, in May 
xSo2, to recal Pichegrn ; and received for answer, '* France is not 
lar^e enough to contain ui both."— Les Nourelles \ la Main, Prai* 
ml, do X, No, via. 
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Army of the North, an J the National Conren- 
tion ordered no quarter to be given to Ene::?li- 
mcn, at the risk of his own life Pichc:ni sr^ar^i 
the lives of Britons. The murder of i he Turkish 
prisoners at Jafi in 1T99, tells the wcrld ho'ar 
Buonaparte .would have a^lcd with English- 
men in 1794. All the conquests of Pichegra 
did not cost the Utcs of so many Frenchmen as 
Bilonaparte's two battles of Lodi and Arcole. 
Pichegru was the father and friend of his soldiers ; 
Buonaparte is their oppressor, destroyer, and 
poisoner : Pichegru was more careful of the life 
of a soldier than of his own ; Buonaparte wil- 
Ungly sacrifices all the soldiers in France to ad- 
irance his outrageous ambition : Pichegru served 
his countrymen from the love of his country; the 
Corsican Buonaparte has served France to be 
teabled to enslave Frenchmen : Pichegru owed 
his promotion to his own merit ; Buonaparte to 
his Cfuni crimes and to the intrigues of Barras : 
to the viftories of Pichegru France is indebted 
for Brabaint, Flanders, and the new provinces on 
this side of the Rhine i to-Buonaparte, or rather 
to his intrigues and breach of treaties, France 
owes Piedmont, and nothing but Piedmont: pa* 
verty and proscription are the rewards of the 
great nation for Pichegru'^ virtue ^nd %ct\\cfi^\ 

u4 "^^ ^ 
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with an usurped throne and an unlimited pow«r 
has Buonaparte recompensed himself, his plots 
and crimes, at the cxpcnce of the honour and 
freedom of the great nation: to all good and vir^ 
tuous men, however, the honourable exile of Pi- 
chegru is prefcriiblc to the guilty usurpation of 
Buonaparte. In a few words, between Piche- ' 
gru and Buonaparte every thing is opposite^ no- 
thing is common between them \ the distance is 
as great as between virtue and vice. 

Bugnaparte falsely accuses Pichegru of having 
carried arms against his own country j whereas 
Pichegru has not even carried arms against the 
Jlreigner tyrannizing over his countrymen : Buo*. 
naparte says that Pichegru is a royalist; Pichegru 
loves his country and mankind^ and wishes therefore 
rather for a monarchy under a legal sovereign^ thart a 
jnonarchical repuhUc and republican tyranny under a 
Co'rsjcan usurper^ 

* If brilliant talents, employed bravely, nobly^ 
and successfully ; if modesty in prosperity, and 
fortitude in adversity ; if a genuine loye of liber- 
ty, a real spirit of patriotism, a tender affeftioft 
for his kindred and his countrymen, a regard for 
their lives, a solicitude for their safety, and a feel- 
ing which advances from private to public life, 
until it expands into universal philanthropy^ 
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constitute true greatness, <5eneraJ Pichegru is a 
great man *• 



We have been favoured ivith the following r»- 
riaus cofnmunication by Dr. Blane, jimong sevet^al 
interesting confessions, and important remarks, tht 
great and unfortunate Pichegrt!s acknov)ledgment^ 
that his soldiers bore the hardships of a singularly 
severe campaign, not from any political enthusiasm, 
but from un esprit de coquinage (which, among 
other explanations, must doubtless include the love of 
plunder), throws a new light over those revolu^ 
tionary heroes, who have received a tribute of ap* 
plause they never merited, from a wise and indus^ 
trious nation. Every military man voho is not ac^ 
tuated by a constHutional principle, is not the defend 
ier, but the most dangerous enemy of his country. 

SUBSTANCE. 

* Since the above was written, Pfcliegni lias been murdered in 
a French dungeon ; and his murderer, Buonaparte,, has made hit 
corpse one of the steps on which to ascend the Imperial throne. 
When these Sketches were printing, evei7 ihing in France remain- 
cd yet unsettled ; the pretended conspirators inculpated with Pi- 
chegru were not tried; and Buonaparte^ though proclaimed iit 
France, was acknowle'iged by no foreign sovereign in his iirv* 
perial dignity. Nothing can therefore be here added, or changed^j^ 
iacoDse^ueacc of (he kte event ; their imiunts \» %\32i2L^MUtt 

h5 
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SUBSTANCE OF SOME CONVERSATION » WHICH I 
HELD WITH GENERAL PICHEGRU, OCTOBER 
1798> DURING HIS RECOVERY FROM .AN ILL- 
NESS CONTRACTED CHIEFLY DURING THE 
' HARDSHIPS HE UNDERWENT IN MAKING HIS 
. ESCAPE FROM CAYENNE. 

In Speaking of the FreuchRevolution, he said 
the two first years of it were very sedjacing to welt- 
intentioned people. I answered, that we found 
it so seducing at that time, that we, in general^ 
wished well to it, and that republican principle^ 
gained much ground among us: that we had been 
prevented from running the like wild career, by 
having a wise, firm, and temperate ministry, 
a. moral and religious Sovereign, and were finally 
converted to monarchy by two great political 
apostlesy Robespierre with the terrors of his 
guillotine, and Edmund Burke with the thun- 
ders of his eloquence. He said both these were 
very persuasive, particularly the former (with 
whose works he was best acquainted), by the 
disgrace which he and others brought upon the 
cause, and the universal disgust they produced 
by their profligacy and atrocity. 
He said that the great error of himself, and 
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;,- consisted in assuming* men to be better 
iban they really were ; that neither the French 
ikaition, nor perhaps any other great nation, had 
it Sfufiicient measure of virtue for a republican^ 
fovcrnmcntf which still appeared to him the 
Besf , if men w'erc perfeft ; bat, checking him- 
^If, he added, that, if they were perfeft, they 
would require little or no government, and that 
imperfeftion was of the essence of human na- 
ture, and therefore of governments^ Men, says 
he, are gdvcFned by men i that government iS' 
fhe best, which, with the fewest imperfeftions^ 
is best adapted to the respeftive genius and cha- 

rafter 

I 

♦ Mr. SiDame Jcnyii»» in some part of his works femarits, that 
Ae Mwcj in the reasonings of Mr. Lockci and o^er political theo» 
r'aXif consists in tlieir taking it for granted,^ that man is a reason* 
able being, but that this not being the case, their systems must fall 
to the ground. ' It cannot admit of a doubt that, in establlik^ing the 
principles- of government, one of the fundamental elements must 
consist in a faithful delineation of the nature of that being which is 
the subjeA of them ; and, in this view, it is particularly important 
to ascertain what admixture of the black and selfish passions enter 
iatothe general composition and description of the Human charader 
and conduA. If this consideration is negledted, all the deduAions> 
must be false, just as the result of a 'calculation mast be false» 
where one of the elements haebeen omitted. Those who are more* 
wtntd than I can be in political erudition, can bet^r judge how far- 
tikis error is chargeable on these theorists. Mr. Jenyns'S remark 
■eiemt only to be a part of the more general principle, *' that in all ' 
^•ar jn^cal uiiercourte wJtH mankmd, w«i)M>]£44uXHi\](Sa^\^\iSb 
m^tjbfffare^ and not at they ought to 6c 0* 

• H6 
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raAer of nations; and as there iniist be somt 
evilSj those who plan revolutions would do well 
to consider whether the eventual evils of thfoi) 
proje£l:s may not be greater and worse .than tho 
existing evils. ... .^ 

. In speaking of the Directory, he said kwas a. 
) form of government big with mischief; that the 
temporary tenure of power would lead its mem-^ 
bers to aggrandize and enrich themselves, their 
friends and families,^ at the expence of the coua^ 
try; that it must ever be a government of tyranny,^ 
rapacity, and corruption ; that they were now 
actually corrupt, particularly Rewbel. I said, I 
^lieved he meant to describe something like the 
Kfpotism of the Popes* He said he did* Though 
naturally of a sedate demeanour, he grew warm- 
on this subjcft 5 and, starting from his seat, he 
said he would maintain, in argument, against the 
most determined republican, that there could be 
no good executive administration but wbat pro- 
ceeded from a single man ; and gave reasons for 
jt; — such as promptitude, secrecy, and those 
counteraftioris of euvy and jealousy, which mar 
public business when in the hands of equaU.. 
As I did not think it right to press any poK* 
tical s^bjeft upon him, I did not ask whether 
*:b6ught it naost expedient that this single 



man should be a Hereditary Monarcli, or an 
Eleiiive MagiBirate like the American. Presi* 
deot. 

In 3 subsequent conversation, he spontaneouslj^ 
pveliis opinion on this point. He said, that as 
long as France bad a republican government, in 
snyform, there must be eternal seeds of animc^ 
wj and hostility with all the surrounding Mo- 
"wchies, and that there would be an unceasing 
^brt to overturn them. I answered, that the aver- 
sion of ait conditions of people in this, and I be- 
«eved other countries, to French principles, would 
''easufficient bartotliis. He replied, that it was 
^ery likely they might not be able Jo effedt their 
purpose upon principles oi ptriuaskn znd fmmti- 
fhm, but they would do so by force, as a measure 
cf policy and self-preservation ; and as Monar- 
■?hies would necessarily be aifluated likewise by 
considerations of seif-defencc, there would, be a. 
perpetual and reciprocal spirit of contention.. 
He saw no remedy for this but the establishment 
of a limited monarchy in France fun mcnnrchie. 
UmftreeJ. It was monarchy alone, in some shape 
or oth.'i-i that could suit them. 

I asked lum whether, if there were to bean 
^pel nominal of the whole French nation, witfa.- 
pac being uader the ia&u^XKKfiiisxt^ uiAaX'^- 
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fefl liberty, the vote would be In favour oftof- 
-fthy ? He sai J, by a great majority, if they were 
of amnesty. I said, the greatest obstacle to a 
'eounter-revolution, appeared to me to arise 
>from the possessors of the roya) demesne!, the 
church lands, and confiscated estates. He said, it 
«Kd not follow that the new proprietors were to- 
be deprived of their possessions in such an 
event. 

fc' I asked him, how he thought they stood in- 
tlined to peace at this moment ? He said, he 
Made no doubt they would accept of it. That 
their three great resonrces, namely, paper money, 
confiscations," and foreign contributions, were 
flow exhausted ; and that more money would be 
Wanted than they could possibly raise by taxes^ 
Itiiich they were now going to resort to as their 
tsilyexpedient ; and that this mode of raising' 
Ih'oney was so odious, that it must excite great 
Siscontent. I asked, whether the Direflory 
might not think foreign war at all events neces- 
sary, for the maintenance and continuance of their 
power ? He said, no ; for that the garrisons^ 
and other forces composing a standing army, 
ifrould 3t all times afford suiEcient pretences 
' for keeping a military force on foot to avcr- 
W*^t liie country. He said, he bcHeived it ^ 
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the pTOspc£t of a Successful insurrection in Ire-^ 
land, that had made them rejeA o^ir former 
overtures. 

In another conversation, I told him that the 
funAioit of our King consisted in little more 
than electing ministers ; that they were alone 
responsible, the King being, by a delicate and 
wise fi£tion of the constitution, held to be even 
incapable of doing wrong ; and that in making 
choice of ministers, he was under a sort of ne» 
cessityof consulting the public interest and wishes ; 
that this guarded, in a great measure, against 
the alleged evils of hereditary power, where the 
accident of birth is accused of supplanting or 
superseding the fair operation of virtue and ta-^ 
lents. He observed upon this, that the Di- 
reftory, so far from consulting the public opi- 
nion or wish, made it a sort of principle to 
brave these ; that two or three years, ago, there 
were three of the ministers who possessed the 
public esteem and confidence, while the rest 
were detested : they dismissed the former, and 
retained the latter : that better experience had 
taught the French nation that virtue and talents^ 
so far from being a recommendation to popular 
choice, had been the most common objedt of 
proscription^ and the most u«\»i ^^^css^^onx ^^ 
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the ^illotine; and as to personal sufirage,. 
his rtmark was, that it is the sure method 
of obtaining the most worthless men for re* 
presentatives, judges, or magistrates. I remark- 
ed, that though I ought to speak with diffi- 
dence upon subjects which my profession anct 
habits did not allow me to consider deeply^ 
it appeared to me that the true criterion of a 
good form of government was to be sought, not 
in a theoretical analysis of it, but in its pracKcat 
result; and as our constitution, in the last 110 
years, had aftually conferred a degree of feli* 
city, civil, political, and physical^- unequalled 
perhaps in the history of the world, unless we- 
except the Roman empire, from Trajan to An*- 
toninus, including both their reigns, that inno«^ 
vations shonld bo adopted with extreme caution ;.- 
that our hasty reformers seemed to me to aft just 
as if I, or any other physician, were to tell a- 
person who assured us that he now enjoys, and 
has long enjayed, good health, that he knows 
nothing of the matter^ but that we, from our 
study of the animal economy, know that he la- 
bours under a dangerous malady, and ought to 
take physic. 

Though at this time only thirty-six years of 
ugCj he had| in conducing armies^ done what no* 
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General in ancient or modem times had per* 
formed in the same climate — he carried on an 
uninterrupted series of military operations in 
the field for two successive winters, included 
between the time at which he took the com- 
mand at the Lines of Weissemburgh in 1 793, 
^ill he over-ran Holland in 1795. He said that, 
in that time, he had not, at an average, more 
than one hour's sleep in the course of the night 
and day, yet had always perfedl health, till tlic 
illness for which he was under my care. Tliis is 
« proof, among many others that have occurred 
to my observation, of the extraordinary powers 
imparted to the body by excitement of mind. 

In the course of his conversation upon military 
afiairs, he said, that during all his command, his 
army never had a tent \ that they never were 
sickly, except that part of it which was employed 
in the siege of Sluys ; that in a space of time 
from four to six hours, an army can build huts 
to shelter themselves, and that his camp was 
like a town composed of huts. I asked, whether 
it, was political enthusiasm which reconciled the 
isolc^eiTs to :the hardships and dangers of a service 
into which most of them had. been forced ? He 
S9ud| no I but un esprit (Ucoqtnnage^ which I takc» 

in 
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in English, to mean a spirit of idleness, or tKc 
love of living independent of honest industry. 

I asked him, how military subordination could 
be maintained under principles of equality ? and I 
remarked, that our hopes of success at the bq;in- 
hing of the war were greatly founded On our opi- 
nion of the impossibility of this. He answered^ 
that at first, grieat difficulties attended it } but 
every one soon discovered, that their 'persons^ 
safety, in the business of the field, depended on 
discipline ; and obedience was enforced, and jea- 
lousies quashed, by strong exertions of authority 
from the seat of government. 

He had been well educated, both classicaOjr 
Smd mathematically, at some public institution 
for educating engineers; and it was evident 
from his conversation, that subjefts of science 
were familiar to him. I shall give an in* 
stance. Upon my explaining to him the great 
perfeftion to wliichour system of intercourse was 
brought by means of mail coaches, and that I 
had just learned, in a medical attendance on the 
person who contrafted for these vehicles, that 
they ran 49,000 miles in the courfic of every 
week, which is nearly twice the circumference of 
the globe; he said I was rights since a great 

circle 
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circle of the earth measures 9000 French leagues* 
it proved to be very impolitic in the old govern- 
ment of France, to bestovr such high educa- 
tion and accomplishments on m^n who, by 
^eir regulations, could not rise above the 
rank of non-<ommissioned oiHcers; and, next 
to the successful resistance of the American Co* 
V>nie8, the disorder of the French finances, the 
growth of false philosophy, and the too great 
facility of the reigning Monarch, this seems to 
liave contributed most towards effectuating the 
most dreadful of all the revolutions recorded in 
history. 

Greneral Pichcgru was by nature a humane and 
moderate man, and, having been born in Franche 
Comte, had much more the appearance and man- 
ners of a Swiss than of a ' Frenchman ; yet it is 
hardly conceivable, but that, with his attainments^ 
he must have felt the most galling discontent at 
the great and insurmountable distance, in ]point 
of rank and estimation in society, between him^- 
self and the youngest, most* ignorant, and most 
flippant subaltern of noble birth. The member 
of the Committee of Safety and the Direftory, 
Carnot, who was War Minister under Buona- 
p^rtei and who planned the campaigns with suchr 

abilitf 
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ability and success, had also been bred an en< 
gineer. 

As these fafts and refleftions, so honourably 
illustrative of the charafter of General Pichegru, 
tend to diffuse sentiments friendly to loyalty, 
and to inculcate principles conducive to the peac^ 
and good order of society, T have deemed it my 
duty to comply with the request of the Editor^ 
to insert them in this Work> and to authenticate 
them with my name. 

GILBERT BLANE- 



T^IB 
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THE BUONAPARTE FAMILY. 



The families of legitimate sovereigns arc 
known ; and their ancestors are esteemed, ex- 
tolled, censured, or calumniated, according to 
•their merits, talents, and vices ; or as envy is 
excited, or hatred provoked. Of the lineage of 
usurpers, generally, little account is given, and 
that little is doubtful ; because, while their ad- 
herents flatter them, their opposers revile them ; 
and while some assert that they descend from an 
ancestry as illustrious as eminent, others pretend 
to prove their forefathers to have been as mean 
as they were criminal. 

According to some, Carlo Buonaparte, the 
father of him who has usurped the throne of 
France, and dragged his race and relatives from 
obscurity, was a gentlcnian descended from a 
Tuscan family, but settled two hundred years in 
Corsica ; although they arc forced to acknow- 
ledgp that, durinjg the civil troubleS| he had 
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served as a common soldier under General Paoli 
and that it was the beauty of his wife, and h< 
connexion with Mr. De Marbceuf, commandor^ 
for the King of France in Corsica, which mad^ 
him leave the field for the forum, ly procuring' 
him a place as the King's attorney. 

Carlo Buonaparte, however, was a man of so 
little ability, that it required all Mr. De Mar- 
boeuf's partiality for Madame Buonaparte, to 
keep him in a situation where he could not 
transafl: even the little that was necessarily re- 
quired of him. He was dull and mischievous, 
but not jealous ; his wife brought him eight 
children, whom the ami de la fnaison, Mr. De 
Marboeuf, assisted to bring up, and to provide 
for : and i/they owed their existence to a Corsi- 
can, their education was paid for by a French* 
man. Possessing no more industry than capa* 
city, he lived and died poor, and bequeathed his 
offspring and their mother to the kind care of 
her proteftor and supporter*. 

So far, and no farther, go the ingenious admi- 
rers or adulators of the First Consul ; &ut who 
were his grandfather or great*grandfather, they 

pass 
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jpass over in sUence* On the other handy the 
enemies more to usurpation than to the usurper 
<nter into several 'distincH: particulars; which^ 
although published in France, have never been 
contradiAed, or proved not to be genuine, except 
by sending the supposed Aiilhor to the Temple, 
and afterwards without a trial to Cayenne : there 
was printed in 1 800 a pamphlet, which they call- 
ed ** The Genealogy of Brutus, Aly, Napoleone 
Buonaparte, the Corsican Successor to the French 
Bourbons/* of which the following is an ex- , 
traft: 

" After the disgrace of Theodore, King of 
Corsica, the Republic of Genoa published an 
official paper, to make him and his adherents 
more ridiculous and despised, entitled, * A List 
of all Persons ennobled by the Adventurer calling 
himself King Theodore of Corsica.* This list 
was printed by the widow Rossi, at Genoa, in 
1744; and contains, pages 6 and 7, some cu- 
rious remarks upon, and concerning the usurper's 
family, more to be depended on, than those 
which fear, interest, meanness, and adulation 
have fabricated since he seated himself upon the 
throne of the Bourbons. 

"When, on the 3d of May, 1736, Porto- 
Vecchio was attacked, a butcher from Ajaccio, 
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called Josepho Buona> brought a seasonable as« 
sistance with a band of vagabonds and robbers ; 
who, during the civil troubles, had chosen him 
for their leader ; in return. King Theodore the 
next day created him a nobleman, and permitted 
him, as a memento of his services, to add to his 
name of Buona, the final termination, parte. His 
wife'is name was Histria, daughter of a journey- 
man tanner at Bastia. Carlo Buona, the father 
of Josepho Buona, kept a wine-house for sailors ^ 
but being accused and convi(^ed of murder and 
robbery, he died a galley-slave at Genoa in 1724 j 
his wife, as an accomplice, and who, on ac«- 
count of her extremely vicious charaftcr, was 
called La Birba, died at Genoa in 1730, in the 
house of correftion. These were the grand and 
great-grand parents of his Consular Majesty: who 
his father was, is well known ; as also, that he, 
by turns, served and betrayed his country during 
the civil wars. 

*^ After France had conquered Corsica, he was 
a spy to the French governors, and his wife 
their mistress. From this pure and virtuous source 
(Icscends Brutus, Aly, Napoleone Buonaparte, the 
successor of the Bourbons, born in a country 
whose inhabitants were, in the time of the Ro- 
mans^ held in such detastation for their infa- 
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iftoui aad treacherous dispositioni tHat they 
ircnild not have them even for slaves $ and o£ 
whom Seneca, who resided long among them» 
has saidi as if he had imbibed the pro{rfietic spi« 
tit» 

Prima lex« illis utcisci ; tlteray viven rapto $ 
lSrrtia» meotire ; quarta, negare Peos. 

SINECADS COKIICIS* 



XETITIA RANIOLINI, 

MATER GRAC CHORUM. 

Letitia Raniouni> the mother of the Buo* 
Bapartes, is by some said to be the daughter of 
an attorney, by others, of a blacksmith. At the 
^ge of fifteen, she made ?ifaux pas with a friar^ 
and at sixteen married the soldier Carlo Buona* 
parte. Her education had been so totally ner 
gleded> that when she was picked up by Mr. Dc 
Marboeuf, she could Neither read nor write 5 and 
her own brother, a poor curate, was engaged and 
paid by him for instrufting her ; while he him- 
self taught her to perform the honours of his 
house. Possessing a natural, though uncutti- 
yatcd genius, she soon repaid, by her improve^- 



ment and attemions, the expetices and anxiety of 
Iter friend. In her younger years she was pretty, 
tather than handsome -, her eooversation was tri- 
vial, but rendered pleasing and agreeable by her 
manner of expressing herself. She was accused 
of blending the Italian cunning with the Cor- 
sican duplicity, and prudery with wantonness ; 
and, to cover all fashionable vices with reli- 
gious hypocrisy, she went regularly to church, 
and religion always appeared to occupy a mind, 
vacant, if not wicked. She confessed once in the 
- week, got her absolution, sinned) and confessed 
again. She wore, and yet wears, upon her -per- 
son, the reJhi of jcmc saint ; she was, and is yet, 
Stri^ in her external devotions, fast-days, and in- 
fliftions on herself of severe penances a:^d morii- 
ficatjons*. 

■ After the death of her benefjflor, and by the 
Revolution, which depri\ed her of a pension 
settled on her by him, she was reduced to the 
greatest indigence. Her eldest daughter having 
married Bacchiocbi, a Corsican established as a 
chocolate tnanufailurer at fiask- f , she received 
from 
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H(rom him an annuity of six hundred livres (25iL 
sterling) ; upon which, and some millinery 
work of her other daughters, she subsisted, xin^ 
til Napoleone obtained from the hands of Bar- 
rasj the widow of the guillotined General Beau*- 
hamois * 

Before Napoleone went to Egypt> in 1798, 
fae deposited a capital, of which the interest, 
twelve thousand livres (or 500/. sterling) was 
left at her disposal, to provide for herself, her 
youngest son, and two daughters yet unmarriedf • 

During the absence of Napoleone, she was 
regarded with such an air of caution, suspicion, 
and superiority by his wife, that, notwithstand- 
ing all her Christianity, she can hardly forget or 
forgive it. She was despised as a person without 
birth and education, and shunned or insulted 
because she was believed to watch the conduft 
of her daughter-in-law, which could not always 
stand the scrutiny. When Napoleone had usurp- 
ed the supreme power, she obtained apartments 
in the castle of the Thuilleries ; but though she 
lives under the same I'oof with Madame Napo- 
leone, she neither likes her, nor has she spared 

any 

* See the hst- mentioned ptunphlet. p:.ge la. 

t S«e Ln NanvellM ih Miln, Frudtislor, auvi. K*. iii. p. 3. 
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any pains to set her son against his wife- With 
the charitable disposition of a Corsican bigot, 
she has more than once intrigued to persuade the 
Consul to a separation, if not to a divorce ; but 
his policy and fear have gotten the better both 
of his own desire and the intrigues and hatred of ' , 
Us mother*.' 

Since her daughter's marriage with Louis Buo- 
xi^parte, Madame Napoleone has gained much 
infltience over her husband, and in proportion 
lessened that of his mother, whom the Arch- 
bishop of Paris and her own confessor, both 
in the interest of Madame Napoleone, have 
advised to seek a reconciliation, and forget 
what has passed, or is supposed to have pas^ 
, ed, injurious or offensive to her ; and their ad- 
vice has so far been followed, that these two 
ladies live in peace, though not in friendship or 
familiarity. 

When the religious concordat had been agreed 
to and ratified in France, the Pope's nuncio, the 
Cardinal Legate Caprara, presented her from his 
Holiness with some very precious relics; amongst 
others, a finger of St. Xavier, having the qua- 
lity ,to keep off evil and haunting spirits, because, 
though her consular son neither believes in a 

God, . 

' • See La Saintc Fam\\tc» y»V ^3- 
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Cod, tior in his angels and saints, she dreads 
ghosts, got>lins> and the devil ; and such is her 
superstitious and ridiculous terror, that she never 
dares to remain alone in a room, or after'dark to 
. go out without somebody to accompany her. She 
passes scTCral hours every day in consulting joIs^ 
iisant witches, in whom she places great confi- 
dence, and in having her fortune told, by cards 
. or in coffee-cups*. 

It is reported in .the Corsican family, that 
when Madame Buonaparte was pregnant with 
«apoleone, " an Algerine woman, slave to a 
Sardinian lady, travelling in Corsica, predicfed 
^hat the child in her wonib should live to create 
^gs and diclate to emperors; but that \\t should 
perish at an early age by the hands of a young 
Vroman, with a large lip, small nose, fair hair^ 
^d black eyes." She has such an implicit 
faith in this prcdiftion, that two of her relai- 
tions, whom she sent for from Corsica,, were or- 
dered back to that island, under the idea tliat they 
bore some resemblance to such a person. It is 
even said that Napoleone himself is not entirely 
free from scruples, and therefore approves his 
mother's failings, and weak and laughable pre- 
cautions- 

* Sec Les Nouvellcs I h Main^an Ti.l^o, v. ^.^% 
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cautions. A priest lately made his fortune bjr 
staggering her belief in this prophecy, and as- 
suring her, as a christian astrologer y that, ac- 
cording to the Apocalypse, *^ She is to live to the 
age of ninety ; after her death be proclain^.ed a 
saint, and that her son Napoleone is td be pre* 
sent at her canonization." As she is only sixty- 
two years old, and this priest is respefted as a 
very virtuous and devout man, this has weakened 
or taken away a part of her apprehension of Na- 
poleone dying young. Many of her intimates- 
think that this {ft-iest was engaged by somebody 
m the Buonaparte family to diminish her own 
and her son's alarms*. 

Madame Buonaparte's apartmeht^, besides re« 
lies, are crowded with phials, with drops to pro- 
long life, and to restore youth and vigour ; with 
boxes, containing sympathetic powders for the 

continuation of her son's success in the wo^ld, 

» 

and his affeftion for her, and with counter-poi- 
sons to preserve his life from the attempts of his 
enemies. 

At certain periods of the year she does not 
suffer any body besides herself to prepare and ' 
dress the Consul's viftuals ; and when he is not 
travelling, she tastes every plate containing nou- 
rishment 
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rishment destined for him, because a necToman- 
cer has calculated, that durmg some months of 
every year Napoleone is exposed to die by poi- 
son; but that at all times her care and inspec- 
tion over his food is useful> and a preservative of 
Jus existence, health, and safety*. 

Madame Buonaparte has rather been a wenk 
than a good aaother to her children, oftener over- 
Jooluog their faults than corredting their errors 
or reprobating their offences. She has taught 
ihem to pray to God, bnt not ta let their con- 
duSk bespeak their reverence of religion, and their 
jakh m a Divinity. All her sons are of vicious 
and immoral principles, and all her daughters 
have been early relaxed, corrupted^ and licenti- 
cms. Lucien and Madame Le Clerc were her fa- 
vourite children from their youth ; but Napole- 
one was his own master, and her's,. even when a 
boy 5 and she rather dreads than loves him, rather 
fears any accident happening to him on account 
of its consequence to the whole family, than with 
regard to him as her son; and it i»for the life of 
the First Consul, not for the life of Napoleone 
Buonaparte, that she is so very anxious, that she 
ransacks scriptures, consults conjurors, believes 

ia 

* See La Sainte Familk i page i8« 
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in witchcraft, prays to Go J, and excommunicates 
the devil*. 

Her political influence is not great, and she 
kas sense enough not to meddle much with poli- 
tics or state affairs. Of the revolutionary bi- 
shops, however, eight ow« their sees to her re- 
commendation, and three of the cardinals their 
ranks and dignities; and she had a eartf blanche 
from her son for the nomination of all the curates 
at Paris and in Corsica. 

In the spring of 1802, after the publication of 
*he concordat with the Pope, by the advice of 
some pious counsellors, she desired and demanded 
to be founder of some convents for nuns; but 
Napoleone cut the business short, by telling her, 
that if in the Bible she coald shew him a passage 
where nuns were mentioned, he would permit her 
(o ereft convents, not only in France, but all over 
Italy, Switzerland, and Holland. 

According to the Li-ure Reuge, by Bourrienne, 

Madame Buonaparte has received two millioiB 

of livres as an establishment ; and presents to the 

amount of 600,000 livres : she has, besides, an . 

annuity 

• In a Family qtiarrel, Maich 181:4, the ilerendcJ Lucirn, ind 
Tiat iherefore ihaitJ no honour! from ihe Isit emrcror- malting, 
ihe nildei nowu Rone, wliK Luci«n, im! Ott Piiiiccu iiorgbti^ 
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annuity of 1,200,000 llvres, which, as she resides 
mostly with the First Consul, she* distributes 
among her other children. 
- In her dress, .Madame Buonaparte is plain; in 
manners unassuming \ but in her looks may b«; 
perceived a continual agitation and uneasinessj, 
either about her own future welfare, or the pre- 
sent existence of the First Consul. At the Thu^ 
illeries, as well as at St. Cloud, she has a private 
chapel adjoining her bed-room, and a private 
chaplain occupying an apartment next to the 
chapel. This priest is an old Corsican, who has 
been her confessor for nearly forty years j and. 
she is said to- pass even whole nights with this, 
holy man in her chapel, in prayers, and medita- 
tions *. 



*- The particulars mer^ioned in this sketch, of which the autho*^ 
tity is hot quoted, are found ip a pamphlet, called La Sainle FamilJeft< 
printed last year at PariSj and in the different numbers of Les Nou.* 
veiles ^'Ja Mala. 
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JOSEPH BUONAPARTE. 

% 

Joseph Buonaparte, the elder brother of 
the First Consul, was, before the Revolution,, 
a clerk to an attorney at Ajaccio, in Corsica- 
Ha^ng less vanity and less talents than many of 
the other members of his family, he passed his. 
time in obscurity and * penury, and continued 
quietly to reside ih his country during its occu- 
pation by England. 

When the crimes of his brother Napoleone 
had^ thrown the mistress of Barras into his arms',, 
trith the command over the army in Italy, the 
infriguds of the Dircftory caused Joseph to be 
chosen, for the department of Liamone, a mem- 
ber in the Council of Five Hundred. In this 
place he seldom ascended the tribune, or made 
himself remarked for any thing but his silent 
vote, always in favour of the Direftorial faftion,, 
and its plots to oppress and enslave Frenchmen.. 
In the spring of 1797, he was suspected to be 
Barras* spy upon the conduft of the loyal mem-^ 
bers of the Legislative Body, who shunned, de- 
spised, and insulted him*. From this disagree- 
ubic situation he was relieved by \w\s btoxVisx'^ 

♦ JL» Saiatc P«»mc> PH^ *S» 
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demand, and his promotion by the DireAory, ia 
August the same year, to be Ambassador at Rome* 
Pius VI. the virtuous sovereign over the Papal 
territory, had some few months before, by nix- 
merous tentorial and pecuniary sacrifices, bought 
and concluded a peace with Napoleone Buona- 
parte, for the French Republic and its goven*^ 
Hients*. Of the contradling parties, the Pope, 

the. 

* On the occasion of this peace^ which the interest of PraDCft 
demanded, and the humanity of the Pope consented to sign, the. 
tMTo following letters passed between the chief of the Catholic reU» 
gion, and a General of no religion. 

POPK PIUS VI. TO GENERAL BUONAPAftTfr. 

Dear Son, health and apostolic benedidion. 
. Desiring to terminate Slmicably our differences with the French* 
Kepublic by the retreat of the troopS'which you command, we send^ 
and depute to you as our plenipotentiaries, tMro ecclesiastics, the 
Cardinal Mathei (who is perfe^Iy known to youj, and Mr. Galep- 
pi ; and two seculars, the Duke Don Louis Braschi (our nephewj,. 
and the Marq\Ms Camillo Massinio^who are invested with our full 
powers to concert, f romise, and subscribe, such condition» as wo.- 
hope will be just and reasonable; obliging ourselves, under our 
faith and word, to approve and ratify them in special form, in or«- 
der that they may be valid and inviolable in all future time, ^t- 
sured of the sentiments of f^odtvill nvbichj'ou have manifested^ 
Tc« have abstained Jrum removing any thing from Rome^ by wbicb 
you vfill be persuaded oj the entire confidence ivhich zve repose ir. 
yau. We condu^ with assuring you of our most pcrfeft. esteem 
and presenting you with the paternal apostolic benediction. 

PltJS. P. P. VI. 
Given at St. Peter's, in Rome, the lath February, 179 
the zzd year of our pontificate. 
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the only sufferer, and who alone had any reat 
complaints to make> was the only, smcere one. 
The direftorial rulers and their general, were at 
4ius period tormented by the fury of an ^miverv 
* , sal 

JkUOMAPAmTl, GKNEftAX IN CHIEF OP..THI. AK.UY Qb9 






ITALY, TO HIS HOLINESS TH^.PPPE. 

^ Head-Quarters at Tolentlno^ I f^entoxe^ ^tb Year, 

MOST HOXY FATHER, \ 

1 6ugbt to thank your Holiness for the ohiigiog things- contained 
.in the letier which you have taken the trouble to write to me. 

The peace hetween the French. Republic and your Holiness .is 
just signed; I felicitate myself in being ahle to contribute to your 
personal safety. 

I entreat your Holiness to guard against the persons now at Rone, ' 
vrho are sold to the courts the enemies of peace, or who sufftr 
themselves to be guided exclusively by the passion of hatred, whicli 
the loss of territory naturally engenders. 

Europe know the pacific inctlnaiion and the virtue ojyour Hor 
lines x\ The French Republic Vii II be one of the truest friends of 
Rome, 

I send my aid)-de«camp, chief of biigade, to express to your Ho- 
liness theperfeA veneration which I have for your peison, and to 
entreat you to confide in the desire which I have to g:ve you, on 
every occasion, proofs of the respedt and veneration with which! 
have the honour to be, 

Your most obedient servant, 

BUO>NAPARTB^ 

Within ten months from the date of this letter the Pope was in 
fetters ; and his truest friend, the French Republic, occupied and 
plundered Rome, and established an atheistiidl republic upon th« 
jruifls oiithe Christian religioa, 
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-sal republic; and their favourite plan and ambi^ 
tion wasj ta. revive the ancient Roman common^ 
wealth.. No sooner^ thercfore^,was the peace at 
Tolentina signed^ than a swarm of jacobia 
emissaries were sent tcr Rome^ to conspire and 
spread disaffeftion and atheism among the subr 
jcfts of the-Hc^y See* Determined to carry their 
point by their, old: means of exciting insurrec- 
tions^ the Directory had chosen loseph Buona^ 
parte toprotedlj by his diplomatic character, and 
as a privileged person, the rebellious and revo^ 
lutionary iasurgents and traitors instigated and 
instrufted.by republican France. From the mo*- 
ment of his. arriyal> plots, insurxe£bions, and inw 
cendiary placards were daily ppoduced j under 
his influence, all persons confined for treason and 
sedition, or, as he gent/y termed it, for political 
opinions, were liberated from prison; his palace 
became their constant rendezvous ; and he ap- 
peared as the patron of a fete, at which all the 
vagabonds and desperadoes in Rome were col- 
lefted, called The Feast of Liberty. / These men, 
headed by French jacobins, formed a plan for 
revolutionizing Rome. They began their career 
by erefting poles, as trees of liberty, surmounted 
with red caps, ' and dancing round them at 
.midnight^ and by. forming false ^atrolesi to 
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elude the police^and to throw the city into con»- 
fusion ; and fixed on Innocents-day for the com^ 
pletion of their proje£h In the afternoon (^ that 
day, or on December 28th, 1797, a large, party^ 
assembled in the street called the Lnngara, op» 
posite the Ambassador's residence, where a 
Frenchman attended, delivering to them national 
cockades, and six Paul-pieces, (S5 shillings) ta 
be expended in liqnor. Their conversation, di*> 
reeled by prepared incendiaries, turned on the 
-common topics of popular complaint, the dis- 
tresses of the poor, and the dearness of provi- 
sions : a revolutionary abbe made a long ha-> 
rangue, interlarded and enforced by perverted, 
texts from Holy Writ, to prove that the time 
was arrived for tlie overthrow of their existing, 
government. 

Animated by these discourses, and secure of 
protection from the French Ambassador, Joseph 
Buonaparte,, the mob sallied forth, seized the 
guard-house, and attacked the Ponte Sesta. At 
this place, however, they were repulsed by the 
military, and pursued to the Ambassador's hotel,, 
the Corsihi palace, whither they retired for shel- 
tei;. Joseph Buonaparte and his associates, hast- 
ening from their apartments, rushed into tile 
midst o£ tie mob with drawn sv?oiOls\ ^ ^jtax 
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tumult and some firing jensued, in which a dozai^ 

persons lost their lives, among whom was General 

Daphot, aflianced to Joseph's sister. 

Immediately on this events Joseph Buonaparte- 
retired to his palace, and, on the ensuing monw 
sng, at six o'clock, quitted Rome, obstinately 
deaf to all propositions of explanation or apology*. 
He forwarded from Florence an exaggerated ac- 
count qf this transaftion to France, which fur- 
nished the Direftory with the pretext that they^ * 
had so long and ardently desired. In vain did 
the Papal Government offer every kind of ac- 
knowledgment and atonement ; in vain did they 
tender implicit and unconditional submission t 
orders were immediately issued for General Ber-^ 
thier to revolutionize Rome, and give up the 
country to pillage *. 

This faithful detail, related by loyal and able 
contemporary writers, unties the Gordian knot 
of French republican diplomatic chicanery, and. 
the revolutionary Machiavelism of its ambassa- 
dor ; and almost proves what an Italian authoi* 

'-printed at Verona m 1799, that General Buona* 
parte destined his brother Joseph, and his bro- 

ther-» 

♦ See Duppa's brief account of the subversion of the Papal Go^ 
rernment, and Lcs Crimes des Uepu\>V\ca\tvi 6cw \Vi^^t%' Vwiax^v^^ 
du Vunaoirt Executif has eveabtcn C01^^^a^w&^* 
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ther-ih-law Duphot, for the two first consuls ofr 
the (by France) renewed Roman Republic ; but. 
which the weH-merited deatb o£ Duphot, and the. 
different views, and perhaps jealousy of the Di- 
rc«£lory, prevented from taking place. ' 

Of the conduft of Joseph Buonaparte on this 
occasion opinions are not much divided; even. 
Frenchmen agrees that he must want as well ho- 
nour, religion^ delicacy, and probity, as talents 
and sense, to suffer himself to become the des- 
picable tool of ambition, or of the ambitious ;. 
and it is not a little degrading to the present ' 
Chief of the Roman Catholic religion, that he 
signed, in. 1802, the concordat for establishing 
religion in France, with this same man, who, by 
kis intrigues in 1.797,, signed the death-warrant 
of religion in Italy, and of his own religious pre^ 
d^cessor* 

During Napoleene's absence in- Egypt, Joseph 
was again elcdled a member of the Council o£ 
Five Hundred ; but the cabals of the faftious at 
this period^ the danger, of notoriety,, the defeat of 
his brother before St. Jjean d'Acre, axid his cri- 
tical situation in Egypt, made him resign, his 
place as a deputy, which he could no longer enjoy 
cither with profit or safety. ^ 

At his fcrotter!s uneypeCteOi teX\«xi \.o^t^xvc^v 
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after his desertion from the Army of Egypt, Jo- 
seph left his retreatj and, with Napoleone and 
Talleyrand, plotted the revolution which was ef- 
feded at St. Cloud, and seated a Buonaparte upon 
the throne of the Bourbons. He was soon after 
appointed a counsellor of state in the se£Uon of 
the home department, or interior. 

Frenchmen were now as insensible to losses 
as indifferent about advantages ; disgusted with 
the war, they disregarded viftories; and their 
only wish, their only cry, was Peace. Napo- 
leone was the favourite of the people, not so 
much for his conquests, as for his policy of at* 
Ways talking pf peace^ and of his endeavours to 
obtain it. He knew, therefore, that any person 
of his family negotiating and signing the termi- 
nation of hostilities, would endear themselves to 
the giddy French nation; and, by procuring a 
general pacification, produce a temporary tran- 
quillity, lessen the injustice, and palliate the ty- 
ranny of his usurpation, and give him time to or- 
ganize his consular government. Joseph Buona- 
parte was therefore sent to negotiate with Austria 
at Luneville in the winter of 1 800, wherie he sign- 
ed the Definitive Treaty on the 9th of February 
J80J. On the 10th of September following, he 
concluded, at Paris, a Convention ' * ^He 
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Pope ; and at Amiens, on the 37th of MarcB;^ 
1802, he terminated the. war with England. 

When a person is backed by 500,000 bayo* 
nets, assisted by well-drawn instruAions, and 
accompanied by able secretaries, it is neither 
difficult to negotiate, nor to didlate treaties, con- 
ventions, or concordats. The arguments of 
bayonets always carry convi<ElIon with them,, 
shorten conferences, force sacrifices, bring about 
conclusions, and bid defiance to the acknoww 
ledged laws of nations, balance of power, polU 
tical justice, the prerogatives of sovereigns, and 
the right and liberties of the people. Austria 
was weakened and humiliated by the treaty of 
Luncville ; by th^ Convention at Paris the Popa 
was insulted, and religion degraded ; and, at the 
same time, the politics,, morals, and religions of 
the Continental Nations were reduced to the 
same level, and made to depend entirely upon 
the caprice, passions, or ambition of the revolu-^ 
tionary and military despot in France. Fortu- 
nately for the civilized world,, that this was not 
exadUy the case with the treaty of Amiens, its 
sliort duration proves ; England, therefore, may 
yet claim the respeft of contemporaries, the gra- 
titude and admiration of posterity, as the pro- 
testor of the weakj the barrier to ambition, the 

ch&ct 
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check to selfishness; the example of virtuous 
moderation, and the guardian angel of the liber* 
ty and independence of mankind. 

In the summer of 1802, Joseph Buonaparte 
was nominated a senator, and a grand officer of 
the Legion of Honour ; and he has lately re- 
ceived the Senatorie of Brabant ; or which is 
the same thing, is made Napokone*s governor- 
general over Belgia, and his future residence is 
fixed at Brussels. He has often, particularly 
since tte war broke out anew, been einployed in 
missions in different departments, and, as his 
brother's pro-consul, presided at the Eledloral 
Colleges, where, according to the consular con- 
stitution, candidates for the Senate, the Legis-^ 
lative Body,: and the Tribunate, are ele<!led. 

That Joseph formerly possessed the esteem 
and friendship of Napoleone, the annexed letter 
shews*. It was sent to him at a time when the 

general 

• Copy of a letter from Buonaparte to his brother Jo»eph, taken 
by Lord Nelson in the Me<literFanean, without signature, but 
sealed with wax; the impression, a female figure standing witlv 
the cap of Liberty, and the fasces. 

BUONAPARTE, GENERAL IN CHEF. REPUBLIC FRAN«AISB, 

Le Caire, le 7 Tbermidar, ^'25 JuUht^ 1 798. ) 

Tu varr^ dans les papier public la relation des bataille e de la 
conq(u6.te de I'Hgypte ^ui a ete asse dispute pour ajouter une 
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general dreaded the consequences of hid absurd 
and ambitious schemes, and therefore wished for 
retirement rather than publicity, to bury him- 
self in oblivioa upon an estate in Burgundy, ra- 
' ther than to head armies in Egypt and Syriaw 
Since Napoleone has usurped the supreme power, 
Louis has superseded Joseph in the consular 
friendship, and is worthy to have done so whex^ 
vice and wickedness are the piincipal recommen-^ 
dations to favour^ 

Josephs 

f<^ullle ^ U gloire militaire de cette armee. I^Egypte est le payt 
le plus riche en ble, ris, legumes, viandes qui existe sur la (erre 1«^ 
harbarie est a son compte. II n'y a point d'argenr^ pas meme poiir 
•oMer la troupe. Je pense etre en France dans 2 mois. Je te re« 
comraande mes interets. — J'ai beaup beaup de chagrin dcmestique^ 
car la vaile est entierement lev^. Toi seul me reste sur la terrct^. 
t^ amitie m'eisf bien cher.e. 11 ne me cesite pluipour devinir misaiw 
trope qu'a te perdre et te voir me trait.— C'est ma triste positioa 
que d'avoir a la fois tous les sentimeos pour une meme personam* 
dans son caur — tu m'enteod ! 

Fais ensorta que jaye une campagne a mon arrive'e, soit pres de 
Piris ou en Bourgogn^, je compte y passer I'hiver et m'y enter- 
rer jesuis annue de la nature humaine ! J'ai besoin de solitude 
et d'isolement, la grandeur m'annue, le sentiment est deseche, la 
gl'oire est fade, a 29 ans j'ai tou epuise. Tl ne me reste plus qu*ar 
(fevinir bien vraiment Egoiste. Je comte garder nja maison, 
jamais je ne la donnerai a qui que ce soit. Je n'ai plus de quo^- 
vivrfrl Adieu mon unique ami ; je n'ai jamais etc injutle euv^rs 
ioi. Tu. mo dois cette justice malgre le desir de mon cceur de 
^fitre tu m'entcad!. 

Ajnbras.se ta femme pour mbi.. 

• - The spelling, it preserved exa^ly as \t was \u \]tve ou%\\\^\.. 
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Joseph is a good father and husbazid, a dotzfal 
^son and an affectionate brother, but an indiSmnt 
and' dangerous citizen in a comzioinrcaith. ' He 
is married to a woman of obscure birth and ]ow 
manners, but of an estimable and good duiac« 
^ter ^ he loves his fiimilj and relatives, and no- 
thing but his family and relatives. His narire 
country, Corsica, he dislikes ; he hates France 
and Frenchmen, and would willingly sign the de- 
strudiion of any kingdom, were it necessary f>r 
his family elevation, ambition, or pretensions *. 

According to the Livre Rouge by Bourrienne, 
Joseph has received for an establishment two znil- 
lions of livres, and as presents for his negotia- 
tions one million £ve hundred thousand livres ; 
he enjoys, besides, the salaries for his many high 
places, a yearly pension of one million two hun- 
dred thousand livres, and as an annuity for four 
relations of his wife, two hundred thousand 
livresf. 

• In the late change of government and dynasty in France, pro- 
claimed and decreed by some rebels under the name of Senators and 
Tribunes, Joseph Buonaparte has been made an Imperial Highne&s 
and an Arch- Elector. 

+-See Di^ionnaire Bicgraphique, Le Grand Homme, and la 
Sainte Famille, wiih several numbers of Les Nouvelles ^ la 
Main. 
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A TRUl-Y great man wants neither the 
cften-envied merit of an ancestry, nor the doubt- 
ful" liope of a briliiant progeny. He alone con- 
stiti'cs his whole race; he makes a blot of what 
has been before him, and apprehends nothing of 
what is to succeed him. Without virtue there 
is no real greatness, as without religion there is 
no genuine virtue. Fortune, as frequently as 
talents, makes the warrior viftorious and the 
conqueror successful ; but not the fainc of bat- 
tles, or the renown of prosperity, any more than 
terror of power, can command the admiration 
of the good, tlic approbation of the humane, or 
the aj'pbusc of the just and generous. 
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Wlio were those, praising and worshipping a 
^^5ar, extolling and adoring an OAavius An- 
*^^tus? Were they not the base slaves of an 
^^ir^tion, and not the firee citizens of a com* 
'^t:inwealth, who would as willingly and as cor- 
^iadly have prostrated themselves before their 
^als or opposers, before a Sylla, a Pompey, a 
xrutus, or an Antony? Who are those that 
-l^siTvish encomiums^ preach obedience, and ex- 
submission to a Buonaparte ? Are they not 
e already degraded and dishonoured slaves of a 
obespierre, a Marat, a Brissot, a Merlin, and 
SI. Barras ; who have been fighting their battles, 
submitting to their tyranny, and magnifying 
^lieir clemency, just as they now do that of the 
Corsican ? 

All usurpers have been despised by tlie vir* 
tuous, dreaded by the weak and timorous, obeyed 
1>7 the vicious and the cowardly, associated with 
by the treacherous, disaffefted, and guilty ; and 
if all usurpers are ** damned to everlasting 
feme," their base tools deserve everlasting eon- 
tempt ', because they are the accomplices of their 
crimes, the obscure instruments of their eleva- 
tion, without an adequate profit or advantage to 
diminish their infamy, to extenuate their rebel- 
Iionj or to palliate or excuse their scdx^Kvoxv ^t 
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desertion from the cause of honour and of 
loyalty. ' 

' Of the accomplices or slaves of andent usurp- 
ers^ but little is known; oblivion has erased and 
concealed most of their names, although historj 
has recorded their guilt; but we know that 
Caesar descended from a noble family, and that 
Odtavius was his nephew ; we are ignorant^ 
however, who were their relatives, what places 
they filled, what authority they exerted, what 
riches they possessed, what influence they had, 
what good they efefted, or what cvU they pre* 
vented. 

By the short and imperfeft sketches contained 
in these small volumes, some of>»Buonaparte's re- 
volutionary predecessors, and many of his cri- 
minal associates, are made known, as they de- 
serve, without flattery and without falsehood; 
and the pedigree of his family has been traced, 
both as it has been represented by his friends 
and by his adversaries. 

The plan of this work does npt permit the 
Author either to follow him through his cam- 
paigns in Italy, or to wander with him in 
Egypt; to discuss the cause, means, and maur 
ner of his usurpation : to penetrate into the se- 
cret 



NAPOLEONE BUONAPARTE. igs 
cret views of his ambition^ or to speculate npofi 

I 

its future intentions^ as ia First Consul in 
France, as a President in Italy, or as a Tyrant 
over thirty millions of Frenchmen^ six millions 
of Italians, two millions of Helvetians, and three 
millions of Batavians. Others have already 
painted the hero, admired the viAor, illustrated 
the conqueror, and bowed to the usurper. Pa» 
negTric has been exhausted, comparisons worn 
out, praise wasted, made common and nauseous. 
The annals, the monuments of the ancients, and 
the memoirs, the works, the history, and all the 
produAions of the modems, and of modem in- 
genuity, have been ransacked to find words ap- 
plicable to a man, who, for the honour of hu- 
manity, had no equal in former times, and only 
one person nearly resembling him in the present 
age, who, like himself, from a subject and citi- 
zen, became a rebel, and from a rebel a tyrant. 
The parallel between Maximilian Robespierre 
and Napoleone Buonaparte is more striking than 
many are aware of; and their revolutionary and 
cruel chambers bear surprizing traits of like- 
ness; more, no doubt, than will be remembered 
or recorded in this sketch. In 1793,, France 
sufiered, and Europe was disturbed by the rcvo^ 

VOL. Ii; K \mS ^QS ^ 
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lutionary anarchy of Robespierre; in ISOSj 
France is enslavedi and Europe dishonoured, by 
tlie revolutionary tyranny of Buonaparte. 

Robespierre and Buonaparte are both children, 
of the same parent^ the French Rievolution: 
they are brother sam-^culottes ,• brother jacobins ; 
&llow-subjeAs of the sovereign people; fellow- 
propagators of fraternity; fellow-apostates of 
equality ; and fcUow-destroyers of liberty in the 
name of liberty itself. Fellow-rebels to their 
King, they have both usurped his throne ;. and 
fiellow^apostates of their religion, they have both 
used religion as an instrument to support their 
usurpadon. 

Robespierre had but little revolutionary ex- 
perience ; Buonaparte has had a perfeft revolu- 
tionary education. That the same bloo^l runs 
in the veins of both, the equally sanguinary 
measures employed to obtain power, and the 
equally bloody deeds to preserve it, prove be- 
yond contradiftion ; but the impolitic terror em- 
ployed by the one, has strengthened and con- 
firmed the political expression of the other. 

The murder and massacre of the Parisians in 
the prisons, September 1792, laid the foundation 
of th© greatness of Robespierre; the murder 
and Massacre of the Parisians in the streets^ 
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Oftober 1795, laid the foundation of the greats 
ness of Buon;iparte. Both were, however, pre- 
viously known in the bloody annals of the Re^. 
volution; both had already given proofs of their 
revolutionary civism. Robespierre planned the 
massacre at Avignon iiiOftober 1791; andBuo-* 
naparte headed the massacre at Toiilon in De« 
ccmber 1793. 

Robespierre had his Danton ; Buonaparte his 
Barras.- The advice of Danton assisted Robes* 
picrre; the proteftion of Barras advanced Buo- 
naparte. Robespierre, to become Diftator, es- 
poused the interest of Danton ; Buonaparte, to 
become a General, married the mistress of Bar- 
ras. Robespierre sent Danton to the scaffold ; 
Buonaparte sent Barras into exile. The one 
murdered an accomplice ; the other disgraced a 
benefaiSlor^ whom he dared not murder. 

At the head of the Committee of Public^ 
Safety, Robespierre crowded the prisons with 
suspefted Frenchmen ; at the-he^dof the army 
in Egypt, Buonaparte poisoned the wounded 
Frenchmen who crowded his hospitals; Robes- 
pierre guillotined eH m^sse French aristporats ^ 
Buonaparte poisoned en mafse French soldiers* 
Fear moved the axe of Robespierre's guillotine s» 
. cruelty distributed the poispnous draught of Buo- 

K 2 Tva.^'^:^^^ 
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xiap^rte. Cowardice made Robespierre a mur- 
derer ; calculation made Buonaparte a poisoner. 
The OBt destroyed those whom he feared as 
Enemies ; the ot&er poisoned those friends who 
had served him as soldiers. Robespierre gave 
no quarter to his enemies ; Buonaparte massa- 
cred, in cold blood, enemies to whom he IumI 
given q\iarter. 

Robespierre declared a war of extermination 
against La Vendee; Buonaparte, by a perfidi- 
ous peace, exterminated the Royalists of La 
Vendee. The one burned and plundered their 
property as enemies 5 the other imprisoned, 
transported, and murdered their persons when 
friends. 

Robespierre, in his proclamations, threatened 
all Europe with a revolution; Buonaparte, by 
his negotiations, has revolutionized the whole 
Continent Of Europe. Robespierre, with his 
guillotine, proposed to establish an universal 
anarchy; Buonaparte, with his bayonets, pro- 
poses to establish an universal slavery. 

Robespierre spoke of humanity, wiiile sending 
hundreds every day to the scaffold ; Buonaparte 
talks of generosity, while sending to prison 
thousands of innocent travellers, protefted by all 
^t laws of nations and of hospitality. 




e bravely ordered no quarter, to be 

given to British soldiers ; Buonaparte nobly im- 

pn'soDS Britons who are no soldiers. 

Under Robespierre, thousands of Frenchmen 
were in fetters-, under Buonaparte, the whole 
French nation is enslaved. 

Robespierre called all legalPrinces tyrantsitJuo- 
KSpartC wishes to tyrannize over all legal Princes. 

Robespierre, in his speeches, abused and in- 
sulted aU Monarchs ; Buonaparte, by his nego- 
ijstions, has degraded Monarchy itself. 

Robespierre proscribed commerce in France, 
by publishing a maximum i Buonaparte experts 
to revive commerce, by establishing a maximum 
upon thrones. 

Robespierre, when a Didlator, to undermine 
thrones, continued to use the manners and lan- 
guage of a citizen sans-cuklte ; Buonaparte, 
nhen a Consul, to crush tlirones, speaks to kings 
as if they were sans-cuhlUs, and emperors as 
if they were his fellow-citizens. 

Robespierre was a revolutionary fanatic ; Buo- 
naparte is 3 revolutionary hypocrite. The one 
was blood-thirsty through fear and fanaticism ; 
the other is cruel by nature, from ambition, and , 
self-interest. The one boldly told all mankind, 
ibst he was its enemy j the ovVier a&s ■;& 'Jc«. 
K 3 
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enemy of all mankind, while pretending to be it« 
friend. The one decreed death to any one who 
should speak of peace; the other meditates slaves 
ry, plots, ruin, and prepares death by his pacifi- 
cations* 

The names of the yiftims who perished by 
Robespierrean citielty were published in the daily 
papers; the names of those viftims of Buona* 
parte's cruelty, who perish by the arms of his 
military commissions, by poison in his dungeons, 
by suffering during transportations, or by misery 
in the wjlds of Cayenne, are otily known to him- 
self, to his accomplices, andvto his executioners^ 
Robespierre's viftims were tried and condemnCd 
before they were executed ; the viftims of Buo- 
naparte are condemned without a trial, and ex- 
ecuted without condemnation. 

The revolutionary fanaticism of Robespierre, 
like the religious one of Cromwell, sent his king 
to the scaffold ; the revolutionary hypocrisy and 
ambition of Buonaparte, like that of Cromwell, . 
keeps his legal king from his hereditary throne. 

The friends of Robespierre pretend that he 
died a martyr to his cause, as a revolutionary en- 
thusiast ; Buonaparte is a revolutionary sophist, 
who probably will perish the martyf of his own 
Machiavelism. 



NAPOLEONE BUONAPARTE. 1» 

Robespierre was a Fkming ; Baon^oBtc is a 

Oorsican; the ooe bom at Arms in Flanders, the 

Otiier at Ajaccio in Corsica; the one in the north* 

eni} the other in the southern part of the French 

empire : neither was a Frenchman. 

Robespierre has only been seen dming the ex- 
istence of foreign wars, pvil troubles, and domes- 
tic fadlions ; Buonaparte is firmly seated upon the 
throne of the Bourbons, all enemies are van- 
4juished, all troubles are quieted, and all fia&ions 
dissolved. What Robespierre would have done 
in his situation, it is impossible to. say; but we 
have all witnessed, and yet witness^ the proscrip- 
tion of liberty, the subversion of laws, the incer- 
titude of property, and the organized military 
-despotism of Buonaparte. The First Consul of 
the French Republic, and the sovereign of forty 
-millions of slaves, shews every day the low 
whims, the mean caprices^ the degrading vices, 
and the unbecoming passions of a Corsican ad- 
venturer, and the little soul of a fortunate up- 
start. 

After this brief comparison, it may^ however,, 
be said, without exaggeration, 

Le masque tombe, Thomme reste^. 
Et le h^ros s'evanouit. 

And indeed, when, without suiy colouring, am-* 



■». 
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.plification, or aggravation, only some of the atro- 
cities of the Corsican First Consul have been re- 
lated, it is to be apprehended, that even the man 
win disappear, and a monster remain^ having 
nothing human but the shape, with the heart 
and ferocity of a tiger, and the cunning and trea- 
chery of the fox ; artful and mischievous as a 
monkey, and blood-thirsty as a wolf. 

Educated in a public military school at the cx- 
pcnce of his virtuous Sovereign, Napoleone Buo* 
naparte received, at the age of seventeen, from 
the same Prince,; a commission as^ lieutenant of 
artillery, and new duties were added to former 
obligations ; but no sooner sounded the trumpet 
of revolt, than he. was one of the first to join its 
colours ; and he beame a traitor and a rebd be- 
fore he was a man. 

Among the many other loyal officers in the re* 
giment which Buonaparte disgraced by his princii<> 
pies and conduct, was Lieutenant Philipeaux, who 
was educated with him -botli in the college at 
Autun, and afterwards at the military school at 
Brienne, and who had hitherto been his friend* 
Philipeaux was frank, brave, and liberal; Buona- 
parte conceited, selfish, and mean ; these oppo- 
site diarafters could not, therefore, long remain 
in unisoni when experience and maturity, while 
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tKey Improved the judgment of the one, served 
but to expose^ in more pointed colours, the vici^ 
ous propensities of the other. 

Both Philipeaux and Buonaparte had, from 
the absurd and dangerous system of educatioA 
prevailing in France during its moifiuxhical form 
of government, imbibed at an early age an ad- 
miration of the Grecian and Roman republics* 
Each had his chosen heroes of antiquity, whom 
he desired to imitate in his method, nkanncn, 
and language. While Philipeaux rather inclined 
to the mild and amiable philosophy of a TuUyt 
' the cruel and unfeeling stoicism of a CaHo and 
of a Brutus was the admiration of Buon^ 
parte. 

When the Revolution broke out, these two 
young men discussed, according to their diflTcroit 
notions, what they owed to their king, to thdr 
country, and to themselves. BuonapartCf am* 
founding stoicism with egotism, as he more than 
once already had done with cruelty, tried in vain 
to persuade his friend to regard the present poU* 
tical convulsions of France as fdenmg only t# 
themselves, and the hope it bdd out to tke«A of 
rapid advancement among the civil troubles of 
parties, and the str ' « //f fMujm. VUilim 
peaux's loyalty ; Nlugu \l>t 'i9X nJm 
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efforts of his friend's sophistry ; and neither cer- 
tainty of rank) nor prospeft of riches^ could 
move the heart of a person firm in his duty, both 
as a subjeA to his King, and as a Christian to his 
God. J 

The revolutionary fanaticism of Buonaparte 
soon exceeded all bounds^ by associating with 
Championet, and other persons notorious in the 
cause of rebellion, he insulted the feelings of 
Philipeaux, who soon ceased to be any longer 
hil friend. In 1790, by taking the decreed oath 
to the nation, which annulled his former oath of • 
Allegiance to his prince, Buonaparte proved that 
hit was unworthy the attachment of the friend of 
his youth 5 and, in proportion as their niutual 
alTeftion had been great, their reciprocal hatred 
became violent. At the mess of their regiment, 
Philipeaux publicly insulted him as a perjured 
traitor ; but, as this fashionable oatriotism had 
been combined with a no less fashionable pru- 
dence, he tlecliiied (though so contrary to the 
nice principles of honour among the French mili- 
tary serving the JKing) either to demand an ex* 
planation, or to take satisfaction as a gcntlemail 
or as an officer. He was, in consequence, exclude 
ed jfrom thie mess; and, in reven^e^ Ke excited 
Jtte jacofains to jkttacU t\ie ^\io\e cotig^ ot^ii&tct^ 
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with their usual calumnies, abusing them as aris-- 
tocrats, and threatening them with the lamp- 
post, or, as it was then calkd, the lantern of the 
sovereign people. To spare their countrymen^ 
from fresh crimes, most of the officers, and among 
others Philipeaux, emigrated. 

Imprudence, or the want of discrimination,, 
often misleads young dnd Warm minds, who feel 
as a want, the pleasure to be derived from com-* 
municating with and confiding in a friend \ but 
who cease to feel so forcibly that sympathy when 
age has matured their reason. This base and* 
cowardly behaviour of Buonaparte, therefore^, 
convinced Philipeaux that he had hitherto fos-^ 
tered a serpent in his bosom, and made him re-' 
member many particulars .of theif earliest youth>. 
which caused him to be ashamed of ha^ifig sb long 
been the dupe of a man, whose feriticious ^nd 
atrocious sentiments he had ofteA witnessed ; but 
which, instead of ascribing to a deeply viciout 
heart, he conceived to originate from a head 
turned by wrong ideas of stokism. 

He recollected, that, at the age of twelve, in 
the College at Autun, Buonaparte had a favou- 
rite dogwhichhad belonged to his deceased father, 
who was particularly fond of him, and on his 
deatb'-bed had bequeathed Mtft^l^^^^!*w«i& \ai 

k6 ^ 
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be talcen care of. For fifteen months this 6a^ 
had been bis constant and faithful attendant; 
when one night, by stealing a part of his mas- 
ter's supper, he oSended hioi so much, that 
after a cruel beating, Buonaparte swore the dog 
should never live another supper-time ; the next 
day he put his threat into execution, by nailing 
the poor animal alive against the wal!, and cut- 
ting bim up delibei-ately, [hat he might be tor- 
mented so much the longer!!! 

At the age of fifteen, in the military school at 
Brienne, Buonaparte had an intrigue with the 
daughter of a washer-woman, who found herself 
in a state of pregnancy. He consulted Phili- 
peaux, how to extricate himself from this dis- 
agreeable affair } and was advised by him to give 
her some money to carry her to the lying-in- 
hospital at Lyons, and Philipeaux offered his 
purse to assist hiiii- Lhe money was accepted } 
but within twenty-four hours the unfortunate 
girl perished, with her child, victims to the early 
cruelty of this young monster, who had brought 
her some pills, as he said, to produce an abDrtion 
or a miscarriage -, but which, in {aH, were com-i 
I>Qsed of, or mixed with verdigris, atid arsenic. 
The prote^ion of M. de MuhtEufi however, 
.the interest and.repututitm o£ xiu; sc\iqiA» «»&. »j^ 
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sum of money given by his proteftor to the girrs 
mother^ saved him from a well deserved punish- 
ment. 

On the day that his poisoned mistress had 
been buried, he began to court her younger 
sister, and thus augmented his former unrepented 
guilt by base insensibility. Friendship, often as 
.blind as love, ascribed to imitated stoicism, what 
was the mere eflFeft of rooted wickedness. 

His greatest amusement, when a boy, was 
to frequent the public hospitals when any dread- 
ful or disgusting operations were to be performed^i 
and to regard the pains and agonies of the suf- 
ferer, and of the dying. "With what little money 
he had, he paid the attendants in these abodes of 
nusery, to be informed when any scene of horror, 
conformable to his feelings, was expected to take 
place ; and he diverted himself often with his 
conurades, in mimicking the convulsive struggles 
of suffering or expiring humanity. He piqued 
himself on having seen, before he was fifteen, 
544 operations, or amputations, and the agonies 

or deaths of 160 persons*. 

After 

* These parttculan of Buonaparte are taken from a work called 
Let AnnalesduTerrorisme, printed by Desenne* at Paris, in 179$, 
ocao It* pag. $91 60, aad 6». la Febroary 179^* ^^ wihoh thec^ 
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'After the emigration of most of the ofiicer^ 
Buonaparte was promoted to the rank of cap- 
tain. In the course of the Revolution he was 
often employed in different expeditions \ but his 
sitiiation was obscure, his exertions unnoticed,, 
and his charafter suspefted, on account of his 
known connexions with intriguers of all parties,: 
'cither aristocrats or jacobins, either Frenchmen 
or Corsicans. After resigning his company in 
the regiment of artillery de la Fere, he obtained 
a battalion of National Guards in Corsica; where- 
being suspefted of plotting the surrender of that 
island to the English, Lecourbe, St. Michael, and 
two other deputies of the National Convention,, 
ordered him to be arrested. This circumstance 
obliged him to leave the army 5 and he was re- 
siding, in indigence, eight leagues from Toulon, 
when, in 1793, that city was in the possession of 
the English : Salicetti, one of the deputies on 
tnission with the republican army, having some 
iicquaintance with Buonaparte, recommended 
him to his colleague Barras, and he was ^in- 
ployed during the siege with the rank of a chef 
de brigade. The cruelties which followed the 

surrender 

Sprhontr, uras 10 company vfUhVV\Y»^%ui. %>\,Y«t\S'w>«5o»*. 
£rmed the afcove-mcntioncd .pailicuVw* m iVve ^Tt%vnsA oS. 
i'Ab....t, aifwcnt a Corsican Co\on«Vgi iiiuWtn* 
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surrender of Toulon he commenced or commit- 
ted« By a deceitflil proclamation^ all the inha- 
bitants who had employment under the English 
during their occupation of Toulon, who had 
served or lodged any Englishman, or who had 
been suspeBed to have favoured their entry and 
the capitulation of that city, either dire^ly or 
indireElly^ were ordered, under pain of death, to 
meet in the grand square, called Le Champ de 
Mars, on a fixed day and hour. Upwards of 
fifteen hundred men, women, and children, as- 
sembled there in consequence of this proclama- 
tion; Buonaparte then desired all those who 
wished to escape punishment and death to cry 
out — Vive la Repubtique ! With one voice these 
unfortunate persons called out, the Republic for 
ever ! This was the signal for their destruction. 
Cannons loaded with grape shot killed some, and 
wounded and maimed others, who were dis- 
patched with swords and bayonets. The ofiicial 
report of this ferocious performance is contained 
^ih the following letter from Buonaparte, ad- 
dressed to Citizen Barras, Freron, and Robes- 
pierre the younger, representatives of the peo- 
ple, dated Toulon, the 29th Frimaire, Year 2 
^Etecember 24th, 1793.) 

^ CITIZEN REPKJESENTA^TITE.^^ 

Upon the field of glory ^ my IctXvxwxA'jjX^^ 



€( 



rik^ 
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with the blood of traitors, I announce to yoo, 
with a heart beating with jn\, that your ordsfs 
are executed, and France revenged ; neither set 
nor age have been spared ; those who escapedi .or 
were only mutilated by the discharge of our re- 
publican cannon, were dispatched by the swords 
of liberty and the bayonets of equality. 
" Health and admiration. 

" Brutus Buonaparte, 
" Citizen sans-culottes *.'^ 

It was the fashion in 1792 and 1793, among 
the exclusive patriots, as they were called, to as#- 
sume Roman and Grecian names; intending 
thereby to exclude from modern republicanism^ 
and to regard as suspefted, or to proscribe e.very 
citizen, who, as Dubois Creancef, one of them 
proposed, at the club of the jacobins, could not 
prove that, in case of a return of order and 
religion, a gibbet was merited by, and would 
reward his patriotism. This was the first time, 

but 

* Les Annales da Terrorisme, page 64. 

+ In May 1794, when Robespierre accused Dubois Creanc6 
Dvith not being a patriot, the latter, to prove his patriotism, made 
the motion, that no man should be regarded or prote6ted as a pa^ 
triot, who could not answer ia the affirmative this question,-^ 
*'. Have you done any thing to deservt tbt gallows ^ sbauld tbt 
iJ^Mt ami aitar ^ rt^tttahlUhtd V^ 
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but not the last, that Napoleone Buonaparte 
changed his Christian name. In 1796 he was 
again Napoleone Buonaparte ; but in 1798 he be- 
came AH Buonaparte ; and in 1 800, tout court, 
Buonaparte. 

After the death of Robespierre, the horrors 
that he had excited at Toulon caused him to be 
arrested as a terrorist, and sent prisoner to Nice. 
As, however, it was impossible to prosecute all 
the subordinate agents in those disgraceful scenes, 
he was, with many of his accomplices, released 
by the amnesty of the National Convention; but, 
on his return to Paris, failing in his efforts to 
procure employ, he was reduced to extreme dis- 
tress and penury. In this desperate situation, he 
was again recommended to the notice of Barras, 
drawn forth from his place of concealment, and 
invested with the command of the artillery to be 
emjdoyed in murdering and subjugating the peo- 
ple of Paris. 

The regicide National Convention (which had 
overthrown the monarchy and the church, mur- 
dered its king, disturbed all Europe, and made 
all Frenchmen wretched), when forced to re- 
sign its usurped power, wishing partly to conti« 
nue it, decreed the re-ele£lion of two-thirds of 
its guilty members. This was opposed by all 
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respeftable and loyal citizens ; among others, by 
tlie sedlions, and by the inhabitants of Paris, who 
prepared, with arms in their hands, to defend 
their violated rights. 

Pichegru, Moreau, and other known and dis- 
tinguished generals, were applied to j but refused 
to command the conventional troops destined to 
perpetuate rebellion by exterminating its opposers. 
Buonaparte and other military criminals were then 
resorted to, and dragged forward from their hid- 
ing-place 5 and thus, by perpetrating new criai6s> 
they exchanged their weU-deserved obscurity for 
a dreadful notoriety. 

On the night of the 4th of October, 1795, prt- 
ceding that which was to decide the htc of ite 
National Convention and the new constItDtioh> 
the two parties drew out their forces under cir- 
cumstances widely different. I'he soldiers of the 
Convention were well armed, long disciplined, 
,amply supplied with ammunition, and drilled 
into unanimity : the insurgent Parisian seAions 
were deprived of the greater part of their arms, 
in consequence of the late insurredlions ; they 
had no artillery, and but a small supply of am- 
munition for their muskets; they had never 
seen any military service ; and so far were 
they from being unanimous in any political sen-^ 
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timent^ save that which occasioned their md- 
znentary^ combination, that it w^s judged expe- 
^ent to avoid every discussion, and every allu- 
sion to general affairs, and to limit their demands, 
and their rallying Word, to the single proposition 
of a free eleftion, and no compulsory return of 
the two- thirds from the members of the Con- 
vention. The individuals who appeared in' this 
insutreftion were not, as on former occasions, 
the refuse of villany and infamy, the dregs of 
the suburbs, and the sweepings of the gaols ; 
but their decent appearance, and neatness ih 
their dress, exposed them to the ridicule of their 
tidversarie^ who contemptuously inquired, wh&- 
ttitr a successfol insurreAion had ever been con- 
^fted by gentlemen with powdered heads and 
iific stockings ? 

General Danican, the conimander of the troops 
bf the Parisian se£tion8, feeling the insufficiency 
bf his force for a manual contest, was anxicrus ta 
avoid hostilities, and spent great part of the 
night in haranguing the troops of the Conven- 
tion, under Barras and Buonaparte, and attempt- 
ing to persuade them, that, as fellow^citizen^, 
the cause of the people was their own. He found 
great difficulty in making himself heard, amid 
the persevering cry of Five la Convention I which 



{ 



212 REVOLUTIONARY PLUTARCH. ; 

the battalions on duty were instrufted to yoci* 
ferate. Many hot-headed men of his own party 
were eager to engage ; and Buonaparte, and the 
other satellites of the Convention, confiding in 
their superior numbers, were desirous of hos^ 
tilities, as the sure means of establishing their 
own power, and repressing all future exertions 
to counteract their unwarrantable assumption 
of authority. Danican did not» however, ner 
g\eA other precautions suitable to his situation ; 
and, by his efforts in the course of the night, his 
adherents were placed in a more respedbble 
position than their numbers or their force had 
.appeared to promise. Several of the se£Uon9| 
summoned by missionaries from the Convene 
tion to lay down their arms, had returned a rcso* 
lute refusal; and the dread lest the soldiery should 
be persuaded to decline firing on the people, ren- 
dered the strongest party uneasy, though they 
persevered in their original determination to try 
the utmost extremes of blood, fire, and famine, 
rather than recede. 

The troops of theO)nvcntion were reinforced 
during the next night by twepty thousand men 
from the country 5 the generals who were sus- 
pected of an inclination to avoid the effusion of 
blood, were exchanged for others incapable of 
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remorse or shame ; the troops were intrenched, 
and the best position secured. The Primary As- 
semblies were convened in the seftion of Le 
Pelletier ; but the sanguine confidence of some, 
and the treacherous insinuations of others, bore 
down the prudent counsels of General Danican ; 
and it was resolved to attack the troops of the 
Convention in their strong-hold, not from the ex- 
peAation of advantage in a regular confli6b, but 
firom a blind hope and foolish confidence that 
the military would not fire on the people. 

The line of defence occupied by the Conven- 
tion extended from the Pont^neu/^long the quays 
on the right bank of the Seine, «to the Ciatntps 
Elyseesy and was continued to the Boulevards. 
The people were masters of the Riie &. Homre^ 
the Place de Vend6me^ St Rod, and the Place 
du Plalais Royal : but they were without order, 
or a common point of action \ and the nature of 
the insurrection had rendered it impossible to 
establish any. The Convention, pursuing the 
system which they had so often before tried with 
success, wasted a great portion of the day in 
sending deputies to harangue the sections, and in 
receiving and discussing propositions of peace ; 
but duripg the whole time thus gained, they 
were employed in reinforcing their positions. 
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adding to their supplies, and raising the spirits o 
their troops* They knew that the insurreAio: 
musr grow languid towards the evening, 
cially us those engaged in it had been expo 
during the whole day, and part of the prec 
night, to a storm, with a torrent of rain- 
scheme was attended with as complete succes 
as they could wish for. Fervent debates in the 
Convention, messages, and an equivocating let 
ter from the Committees to Danican, kept th( 
people employed in discussion instead of a£lio 
during the day ; but as evening approached, 
when the general of the insurgents was prepar- 
ing to withdraw his troops in separate portions, 
each to its own arrondisscment, the forces of the 
Convention changed their position ; the post of 
the citizens at St. Roch was fired upon from a 
house in the Cul de Sac Dauphin^ and the scene 
of carnage was begun. The citizens made at 
first some resistance ; but the artillery, . com-* 
manded by the cruel Buonaparte, swept the 
streets in every dire£^ion, killed or wounded 
every person walking in them ; and the insup* 
gents, neither sufiiciently numerous nor despe^ 
rate enough to rush forward and seize the can- 
non, retreated in every direction, concealing 
themselves in houses^ and under gateways, and 
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finally ia the church of St. Roch j whSe great 
xlumbers fled from the spot, crying treason, and 
spreading alarm and despair in every diredlion. 
-All the barricades erefted to oppose the progress 
of the troops of the Convention were beaten down 
, l>y Bupnaparte's cannon, and men, women, and 
children, killed without mercy. Every expedi- 
ent for resistance failed 5 and the insurgents be- 
ing dispersed, and Danican himself obliged to 
ensure his safety by concealment, the regicide 
Convention remained viflorious ; and during the 
whole night repeated discharges of cannon an- 
nounced their triunlph,'and prevented any new 
rallying of their opponents. 

Eight thousand mutilated carcasses, of both 
sexes and of all ages, were the horrible trophies 
presented to the French nation by Buonaj>arte's 
first viftory as general ; but as he never before 
had filled any superior command, it is necessary 
to exhibit his principles and patriotism in their 
true colours, by shewing, from impartial and 
loyal authors, of what sort of men a Conven- 
tion was composed, for whom Buonaparte had 
been fighting, or rather butchering*. 

The 

' * See Les Brigands Deinasq«€«, par Daoican, aod Ilistoirc du 
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The general charafter, howcTer, of t)us body, « 
at once contemptible and formidable, atrociously "• 
wicked, and abjeftly mean, cannot be given j 
complete, without a distinfl revision of its a&, . 
which in government, religion, finance, juris- - 
prudence, and warfare, exhibit but one principle 
—a resolute pursuit of a given objedt, witli a lo- 
. tal disregard of the opinions of mankind, and a 
contempt of all established or avowed principles 
of morality or good faith. But perverse and ig- 
norant men, suddenly possessed of all the wealth, 
Strength] and resources of an ingenious, rich, 
and powerful nation, could not, without a pe- 
culiar mixture of ferocity and wickedness, have 
committed the afts which stigmatized the Con- 
Tcntion; nor coutd the mighty energies which 
they aroused and guided have been direfted to so 
few purposes of real national good, but for the 
, "folly which generally accompanies extreme vice 

id depravity, and renders the triumphs of vi!- 

ly bitter, even in the most ardent moment of 
enjoyment. 

The general abstrafls of the afts of the Con- 
vention, and the e&e<rts of its existence, is thus 
detailed by Prudhomme, who, from an outrage- 
ous jacobin, became a repentant citizen, and, to 
prove his sincerity, recorded the atrocities of his 
former accomplices. The siUing,^ o^ tVc'Ytecit'h. 
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National Convention continued thirtj-teven 
nonths and four days; during which time^ 
11,210 lavrs were enacted; 360 conipiracies 
md 140 insurreAions denounced; and 18,6 IS 
persons put to death by the guillotine. The ci« 
vil war at Lyons cost 81,200 men ; that at Mar- 
seilles, 729. At Toulon, 14,325 were destroy- 
ed ; and in the reactions in the South, after tho 
fall of Robespierre, 750 individuals perished. 
The war in La Vendee is computed to have 
caused the destruAion of 900,000 men, and more 
than 20,000 dwellings. Impressed with images 
of terror, 4790 persons committed suicide, and 
S4-00 women died in consequence of prema- 
ture deliveries ; 20,000 are computed to have 
died of famine, and 1550 were driven to insa- 
nity. In the colonies, 124,000* white men, wo- 
men, and children, and 60,000 people of colcur^ 
were massacred ; tvro towns, and 3200 habita- 
tions, were burnt. The loss of men in the war 
is estimated, though certainly below the real 
truth, at 800,000; while 123,789, who had 
emigrated in the course of the Revolution, were, 
by the Convention, for ever excluded from their 

^ ' Enchanted 

* The account of these tnnsaAions and particulars is takcci Ccotsw 
Les brigands Demasques, by General D«mcix^%\\^V\>i^CtfiVCBk\^ 
ro/. ri. and Tableau Geoenl. 

rox,. ji, 1 
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: Enclianted with Buonaparte's humamty and 
bravery'ia the streets of Paris^ his prote^r Bar- 
ras first made him second in comniand in the 
Army. of the Interior, and in a short time after- 
fvards commands in chief over the same army. 
During the winter of 1795, to qualify himself 
for his new appointment, and to retain an inte- 
rest with the Director Barras, Buonaparte wedded 
the widow of Alexander Beauharnois, who had, 
since the murder of her husband, in the time df 
Robespierre, exchanged with Barras complaisance 
for protection, and who brought her new hus- 
band, as a portion, tlie command over the army 
in Italy. 

The military talents of Buonaparte were not 
unknown to, or undervalued by, the Allies ; but 
their armies in Italy were not put on a footing 
sufficiently respc<3:able to encounter those of the 
Republic 4 they were vastly inferior in number, 
and of different nations : Austrians, Italians, 
Sardinians, Neapolitans, Swiss, and Tuscans, all 
<livided among themselves by national Jealousies, 
instigated or kept up by French emissaries. Buo- 
naparte's troops were both numerous and united, 
and mostly composed of veterans and warriors 
insjruclcd in the school of Pichegru, and by him 

acius- 
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>S<tiistomed td order, bravery, discipline, and 
TidhMy. 

Influenced by the persuasion of the Court of 
Vienna, the King of Satdiriia had, during the 
winter, refused advantageous proposals of peace 
and neutrality, and the still more tempting ofFer 
of the gift of the Milanese, if he would join the 
French. The Emperoi*, in return, had engaged 
that his troops in Italy should be augmented to 
sixty thousand, and General Be^ulieu was induced 
to take the command by a similar promise; but, 
to the great disappointment both of his Sardinian 
Majesty and the Austrian General, when the cam- 
paign was on the eve of commencing, the Em- 
peror had only been able to give half the pro- 
mised reinforcement; and General d'Argenteau, 
whose treachery was suspe£led, and whose mis- 
conduA had occasioned many of the disasters of 

' the late campaign, was not recalled, but still left 
to command, according to his rank, the right of 
the army. 

Hostilities began early in April; at which pe- 
riod the-French had eighty-five thousand, and 
ihe Allies sixtv-five thousand men. After mak- 
ing feints along the whole extent of the Col di 
Tcnde, the Republicans spread a report of their 

■"'•■■ l2 intention 



Intention to seize Genoa ; and ten or twelve ' 
thousand menj under General La Harjje, pushed 
forward to St. Pierre d* Arena, a suburb of the 
city. General Beaulieu, setting out from Alex- 
andria to oppose them, took post in the front of 
the deiile of the Bodietta, and caused a strong 
detachment to advance to the gates of Genoa. 
The chiefs of the govcmmenl endeavoured ti> 
collcft troops for the defence of their independ- 
ence ; but there, 9fi in all other places which the 
Republican satellites approached, the internal 
danger of insurreflion, from the prevalence of 
French principles, was far more alarming than 
even the terror of violence without. 

The Austrian commander, perceiving that the 
French became daily more formidable, on the 
10th of April, 1796, prepared a judicious plan 
of general attack ; in which his operations were 
' combined with those of General Colli, who then 
commanded the Piedmontese troops ; but, de- 
serting soon after, he was made, and is yet, a ge- 
neral in the French army 5 and the success in ex- 
ecution depended in a great measnre on him, and 
on the conduil of another suspicious charaflcr, 
d'Argenteau. Bcaulieu's presence firced Colli 
to be successful i but d'Argenteau, who was to 
ttcrm an intrenched position, consisting of three 
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great redoubts, was, as might be expelled, re- 
pulsed at the first two, and did not arrive at the 
lasty situated on Montenotte, till the day closed. 
Rampon, the French general who commanded 
it» received reinforcements during the night, and 
dispersed them in the neighbouring woods; 
d'Argenteaui treacherously or incautiously ad- 
vancingy wat assailed on all sides, and put to 
the route. Unwilling to remain longer, or fear- 
ing, that he should no longer be able to resist 
the French, he wrote to Colonel Vuckassowich 
'to join him with- three or four thousand men ; 
hii'f hy an astomshing inadvertence, dated his 
Uiier erroneously^ and appointed the succours a ' 
iaj later than he intended. Tn the mean time 
JEkionaparte, having- reinforced his right, and 
ordered X#a Harpe to advance between Generals 
Beaulieu and d'Argenteau, marched forward by 
the valley of Tanaro and the heights of Savona, 
to turn the right of the Austrians, and separate 
them from General Colli. This attempt was 
crowned with success, and viQory remained with 
tlie French, who took possession of Carcara, and 
established themselves on the heights surrojmding 
Cairo, 

On the 14th the Republicans, rapidly ad* 
Tancing, forced the weakened and betrayed Im« 
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perialists to risk another general engagement at 
Montelezino> in which they again essayed their 
former manoeuvre with success, and put d'Ar-^ 
genteau to flight. Colonel Vuckassowich^ unex- 
pedtedly coming up with the me]> who had been 
applied for,, gained coasiderable temporary ad- 
vanti^es, and might even have turned the fate of 
the day; but d'Argenteau took no means to rally 
his troops, and Vuckassowich was obliged, aftQT 
maintaining an honourable confli^tj tO; t^x^ with 
great loss. la his precipitate cetreat ou the 12tbj| 
ii*krgtntt2\x had forgotten a de^^iched ^ coKps un- 
der lileutenant-general Frovera;.^ and this Dj^cer 
did not learn the defeat of the Allies till he saw 
the Republicans advancing against^ him. He Wf»s 
prevented fcom rctreating^ to the Austrians by a. 
sudden swell of the Bormida^ and therefore re- 
tired, without provisions or water, to . a high 
mountain, where for two days he* defended him-» 
self with ijacredible valour against the assault, of 
the whole French army, repulsing .them, ]with. 
dreadful carnage, killing two and wounding one 
of their general officers, and surrendering at last 
only tlirough fatigue and famine. . , 

Though the battle of Montelezico had greatly 
weakened tlie communication between the Aus-. 
trian and Fiedmontc^e .armiesj they made no com-^ 

bincdL 
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£ined VKv&mrr.t to approach each ether and c$n'' 

tra3 their l\ne» Buonaparte gained the oppor- 
tunity . of placing himself between them, antl 
forcing the Piedmontese to aft separately. Tliey 
were on the 14 th attacked in their intrenched 
cunp *j and, though they repulsed ' the assailants^ 
General^ Colli found it necessary to aba^icn ile'r 
position the ensuing day^ and place them between 
the confiiix of the rivers Tanaro and Cursagliu} 
where, for four days more, they resisted the ef- 
forts of the Republicans to dislodge them. The 
French, however, having, as might be expefted^ 
crossed the Tanaro, Colli retreated towards Mon- 
dovi, but was overtaken and defeated at VicO } 
i^d Mondovi, the same evening, fell into the 
hands of the enemy. 

The Piedmontese army, being thus entirely 
separated from the Austrians, took a good dc? 
fensive positioa behind the Stura, calculated to 

V prevent the irrujption -of the French into Pied* 

mont; ,but the King of Sardinia, advised by his 

faithful counsellors, and fearful of risking his 

crown on tlie uncertain issue of a battle, obtained 

an armistice at the expence of the fortresses of 

^ Coni, Ceva, and Tortona, and the town of Alex- 
andria; several important permissions were be- 
sides extorted by Buoniaparte^ and conceded to 

L 4} "^^ 
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the Rq)iibHcanE, particularly those of remaining 
masters of all the country on the right baak of 
the Tanaro, of crossing the Po below the town 
of Valenza, and passing freely through the ter- 
ritories of the King of Sardinia. This armistice 
was succeeded by a treafy of peace with the 
French republic ; but within eighteen months 
afterwards he was dethroned by the French Re- 
publicans, after having in vaio endured their re> 
peated plunder, insults, and threats. 

As this campaign began Buonaparte's military 
glory, particulars have been relattd to an extent^ 
otherwise not corresponding with the plan of 
this sketch, but necessary (o prove, that treasODf 
accompanied with superior forces, some ability^ 
and great audacity and fortune, have l.iid its prin- 
■tpal basis ; and that if d'Arge nteau and Colli 
had done their duty as generals and subjefb, 
Buonaparte might yet have had to establish hia 
reputation as a warrior and commander ; but, si- 
tuated as he was, any chief, even not possessing 
feis talents, or not so much favoured by numbers 
and fortune, might have done as great things with 
more generofity and less cruelty. 

From this period, until the peace of Campo 
Formio, Buonaparte marched from success to 
success, from vi*ftory to viiEVory, owing more t 
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continual ini^riority of the Austrian*, to the 
t of vigour in their councils, and of capa- 
in their generals in the field, than to the 
irage and brilhant manoeuvres of the French 
imandsr. 

'Buonaparte, among his other exploits, terri- 
of the princes and states of Italy into a 
:ettful peace ; obtained great sacrifices in mo- 
[«iey iat proUciion and neutrality : and afterwards 
[undered in mass the subjects, and proscribed 
sovereigns, of those protefted and neutral 
luntries. 

"Without f^enerosity, and often without oppo- 
itition, he vanquished, and witliout faith lie always 
fgotiatcd. Perfidy and ferocity were interwoven 
fcith his olive branches of peace, as well as with 
bis laurels of viAory — laurels stained with the 
blood not of an enem)' conquered or defeated, 
ibut with that of deluded neutrals and iriends, 
disarmed as well as deceived. 
I ' By proclaiming Lombardy a republic, lie de- 
I^Stroyed its former liberty; and in making its in- 
pubitanrs citizens of a commonwealth, he pre^ 
:ed for them perpetual fetters. The neutral 
lubUc of Genoa lost its iiidepcndence,trade,and 
lerity, with its former name and ci 
resent Ligurian govern 





the ruins of former Genoa. After havinj 
■.plundered Venice, anot hern e lit ral, and the most? 
of all niodera republics, of its 
treasures, its monuments of arts, and its navy, . 
and butchered fifteen thousand of its best citi- ■ 
? aensi Buonaparte exchanged it with, and gave it 
^- up to form some new proTtnces under the Aus- 
trian monarchy. The mutra! Tuscany was. in- 
vaded and pillaged by him ; but in 1796, Austria 
was not yet wqatened enough to endure,.nor Buo- 
haparte powerful enough to dare to create, aSpa- 
nish prince king over an AusttEin province: ihii 
; remained' to be done when he had attained the 
climax of perfidy and power. 
1 The Duke of Modcna paid' millions to Buona^ 
'partc &r the neuUality of his dominions, and to 
obtain the guarantee of the French Republic for 
^eir integrity. But the French General, after 
■pocketing the money, continued to treat Moden;i 
as a conquered country; andby his advice, w'hr 
-in six ntonths after this treaty of peace, neutra- 
lity, and guarantee, the French government 
■incorporated this dutchy with the Cisalpine Re^ 
^ubliC) and the Duke of Modena died an exile 
Sn Germany. Without being at war, the Popt 
.was forced to conclude a peace with Buonapari^ 
fUid togive up^soine of his most vahiable provioce 
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to- augment the departments of tlie Corskan's; 
ne wly-formed^ republic ^ and, two . years after*^, 
wards, the Pope died a prisoner in Fn^f^^.a&er: 
haYiilg seen ther wretchedness of his^ subje&Sy 
and the ruin of his country with that of; his go- 
venmient. The King of Naples made nume- 
rous pecuniary and other sacrifices to obtain 
peace and neutrality;, but French intrigues. and 
conspirators were more dangerous than French* 
soldiers. When France was no longer an enemy » 
its emissaries perverted theloyalty of his subjeAs;. 
and fourteen months of French friendship oblige4> 
his Sicilian Majesty (to avoid the destiny of the. 
Pope) to &Y from his capital^ and be indebted, to- 
an English fleet £or his safety, ioa: his throne, and. 
for his life*. 

111 such a manner did Buonaparte a£l, and such^ 
were some of the consequences of his victories 
over, and his negotiations, with,, most of the. 
power.s^ in Itdfyi wliom. French ambition treated 
as enemies, French, cupidity received as friends,,, 
and French treachery weakened, ruined, or anni- 
hilated. When a man is destitute of every sen- 
timent of common justice,, generosity^, apd libe- 
sKdity ; has no pditical faith or honour^ and no^ 
i^eligious principles, he must be as unfeeling^ 
Iwrharous, and tyrannical over his countrymen^ 
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and those immediately under his command and 
disposal, as he has been base and cruel with fo- 
reigners and strangers*. 

In the opinions of the inconsistent and dege- 
nerated Trench repAblicans, as welt as in those of 
some people in other countries, the conqueror of 
Italy had erased the crimes of the murderer at 
Toulon and at Paris : but that a vicious nature 
docs not change with fortune, nor a depraved 
charaftcr with public opinion, the followinp Ict- 
■ tcr, written in 1797 by a French general, and 
transmitted to this country by an ambassador of 
one of the powers allied to the French Republic, 
will prove. Its original will be found in No. 101 
of " Peirii pendant I' Annie I'iBl." Its- repub- 
lication at present adds new convi^ion to what 
has already been affirmed ; it identifies the Wrr» 
of 1797 with the Conji/l of IfiOS; and serves to 
establish more firmly the truth of those atrocities 
of which the Corsican has been publicly accused^ 
both before and since the time at which it wa^ 
written. 

*' Escaped at last from the long and cruel &■ 
tigues of the most murderous of wars, I am jurt 
arrived from the army of Italy, after being lamed 
for life at the battle of Areola. 1 have paid the 

r« tbc Hlnrny ol iW C»«iV»V \» ^1^ 
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AcU of gratitude which I owed to my country ; 
1 have given her proofs of my zeal and of my 
love, and have sealed them with my biood. Be- 
come an invalid in the bloom of youth, and no 
longer able to fight in her service, I am entitled j 
to her proteftion. In her bosom have I sought 
an asylum; and no longer able to serve her with 
an arm paralysed by the steel of the enemy, I 
Nevertheless devote to her a heart which adores 
*Ver, and a holy boldness in denouncing to her i 
CT will not say abuses, that would be too cold 
ten expression, but) deeds cf atrocity, at which 
^Jero himself would have blushed, and which 
Suetonius would not have dared to impute to 
that monster. 

" Believe me, I do not dispute the great mi* 
liiary talents of Buonaparte ; his successes speak 
for themselves. But what I contend for is, that 
- Buonaparte is the most dangerous of all tht 
French citizens ; that Buonaparte is a citizen in 
ihe manner of Ca;sar; that it is in the man* 
ner of Cxsar that he loves equality : and that it il 
Kith all the contempt which Cassar entertained 
for ihe senate of Rome, that Buonaparte ^leakt 
of th,e government of France, For the truth ) 
of my assertion, I appeal to all who are ia 

•the Asifit of being •constentl'j %bQM^. \ia -^£u»u 
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He is Gustavus in the midst of battle ; but| lik* 
Gustaviisy he pants for a throne and a crown 
not to set it upon the head of this or that prince 
but to place it upon his own. 
! *f The most violent satraps of the great king 
had less power j and certainly less insolence and 
less vanity, than Buonaparte has given proofs o£ 
during his campaigns in Italy. 

** These are fafts of the greatest notoriety;. 
I only relate what all have seen, what every ge- 
neral has heard, and what all are ready to depose 
whenever they arc called on by the Diredtory, 
with the exception of a wretch of the name of 
Le C/crc* (the slave of Robespierre), of Rusca^ a 
drinker of blood and a shameless robber, and of 
a few brigands of the same stamp. 

" Ardently do I hope that some oner more 
skilful than myself will furnish the public with 
a detail of the atrocities committed by Buona- 
parte : they exceed all possible belief! I call 
upon every true Frenchman, now at the head 
of our armies in Italy, to save their country 
and their fcUow-citizeus, and to declare to the 
Direftory what they know of the fafts which I 

am 

• This wretch afterwards married the Corsican's sister, and was 
tent with \ht commaDd of the army to S^% l)omii\t<s wlicrc- k# 
pud the forfeit oilmzximtu 
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abbdt to-deiirotince4: I call too upon the Djw 
'Jfedayrji to interrogatf^ d>e' best generals in tfaf 
-^tny^ Gtiarasitee them* bnt from the poniard c£ 
iBnonaparte:'; then will they qpeak out^ and thi^ 
is \iriiatf they will depose r 

"'ii^ Buonaparte/ besides the contributions whsck 
ke leviesj exa&s also enormous sums for him^ 
selfj andrappiopciates^ toi his own use as much 
•ef the spoliation' o£ the* couHtries that he has det- 
▼asted as sints his convenience; this money is 
lodged ia the hands of several bankers at Genb% 
Leghorn! and. Venice. Very considerable sums 
also have been- sent into Corsica. 

*^ Buonaparte is at once the vainest and tli£ 
most impudent of mortals. But he unites the 
vanity of a child with the atrocity of a de*^ 
mon. 

*♦ I say — (and ft is what twenty thousand mca 
know without daring to say it| but what all will 
say^.now that^ like another Curtius, I throw mjH 
self into the gulf, for the safety o£ my brethren 
in arms) — I say, that in na agCi and under no ty^ 
xantj, have crimes more enormous been conv* 
•mitted, than- those which are daily perpetrat- 
ed under the direction and authority of Buona^ 
parte. 
- .« Will it be credited^, tiat in. the hospitab 
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<q)propriated to the sick and wounded, the sur- 
geons devoted to Buonaparte have a constant 
'^iler, as soon as they see a sick soldier past re- 
covery, or one whose incurable wounds will 
render him no longer of use to the service, to set 
irk upon his bed -, which fatal mark an- 
4iouiices to the attenda.Dts that this vi^im ii It 
i» carriai atuay wili the dead .' He is acconU 
-ingly thrown into a waggon appointed to rc- 
<i&Qve the dead bodies to the grave, and is geiifr 
nlly strangled or smothered ! But, noiwitlistand- 
■ing these precautions, as the carriages move along 
to the place of interment, the cries and groans 
.of the unfortunate men about to be buried aVtv* 
maybe distinftly heard on all sides! To this 
■feorrible fadt I have myself been an cyc-witnes(, 
as well as to ivhat I am going to relate. 

' In the month of July 1797, after an action 
kh took place near Salo, on the Lac de 
<Suarda, Buonapart* gave orders that, mi onlythi 
. -dead, but the dying and ■wounded^ shoidd bt biM 
ried! The wretched viilims were placed upon 
"five waggons, and at midnight were dragged to 
and precipitated therein. 
The cries of the living being distiuiftly heard, 
the monsters threw down eight loads of burning 
HimG upOB tbesii wtw^i i^H^Z "pon- the un- 
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Pressed wounds of the poor vi<Stims^ caused them 

to send forth such piercing moans, that the viiw 
tuous cturate of Salo, seized with horror at the 
CransaAion, died in consequence of the affright I 
*^ Such are the atrocities to which I have been 
an eye-witness, and which I denounce to all men 
and to all ages ! If the Dii'eAory wish to ba 
satisfied as to the truth of my assertions, they 
hayip it in their power to be so. I do not sign my 
name to this letter, as I am not desirous of 
being assassinated before the examination of 

, die crimes that I have denounced can takt 
place. I call upon the Directory to verify thft 
fiiAs; and, that done, I will inrnif^diately pr^ 

«Bnt myself before them as a witness. In th« 
mean tume^ I shall mak^ myself known to Rew« 
beL'' 

This letter speaks for itself, and if Rewbel did 
iK>t doiounce or pimish Buonaparte at that time^ 
it was because he had shared with him some of 
his plunder of Italy ; and that the Corsican wa^ ' 
besides, necessary to the revolution w-hich Rew« 
bely Barras, and laReveiliiere prepared, and whidi 
aftually took place on the 4th of September^. 
1797. 

Nearly at the same period when Buonaparte 
committed) or ordered to be committed, these 
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enormities, he dispatched a letter to the Artfi- 
duke Charles, with proposals for a- terminatiow 
of hostilities, couched in terms of the most im* 
ptident hypocrisy as to his own sentiments^ and 
Hlsult as to^ the conduft of Great Britain. ** As 
for me, General (said Buonaparte)j if the *v^r- 
tUre 'which I have the honour to make to^ you cark 
S^ve the life of a single mdUj I shall pridi myself 
hfore ■ upon the civic croiim which my. CONSCIENCB 
wHl tell me t shall' thtts have' ieservii^ than .upom 
tht metanchoty glory ni^hicb arises^ from ndhtary suc^ 
tessJ* What a heart must that man have^ X7h& 
coldly speculates upon ^ufl^rii^s and desf ruftion^: 
by commanding, with a cruel indifference, the- 
bBrial alive of his wounded soldiers 1 What 
baisefaced impudence must he possess,, and faow 
great must his contempt have been, both for 
tfce prince to whom he wrote, * and for mankind 
in general, ta dare to talk of a conscience, and to 
m^ke use of expressions of tenderness- and hu- 
nlanity, whilst ailing as the most profoundly 
perverted and atrocious of all tyrants, either 
aincient or modem i But such has been the 
hypocritical aiul deceitful jargon of all revolo- 
tionary heroes. Demons in their minds, senti-» 
Biients, and behaviour, they were angels in their 
words.. Robespierre spoke of liberty and virtue> 
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while two hundred and fifty thousand families 
crowded his prisons, and hundreds daily ascend- 
ed his scaffolds ; just as Buonaparte writes of a 
conscience, when aU his a£lioas bid defiance to a 
divinity as well as ta humanity. .■ 

During the campaigns ia Italy, in 1796 and 
1797, military execmLon was infli<$^edy and de- 
stru£tipn ordered, by Buonaparte, on a number of 
citieS|, towns, and villages,^ and on their unfortu« 
Hate inhabitants. In July 1796 an in&orrec* 
tioa: brokeout .in the city of Pavia,.and sprea4 
kself in some gaft^ of Lombaxdy.. At Milan^ 
the French bayonets, and the French butcheries^ 
soon rtitpr/d , order i but, at Binasco, of eight 
hundred va^m^; peasants wha tried to defend 
their liiees and property against- the rep^bl^^an 
^ussassins and plunders,^ two hundred wcte shot^ 
and this large village entirely burnt to the ground^ 
by thAcpmpandpf Buonapaj::te. At Favia, the 
inhabitants shut 'their gates against the French 
troops^ whoj^ with their cannon,, forced their en« 
trance without losing an ^idividual : Buona^ 
parte, however, condemned the whole. munici« 
pality ta be shoti and two hundred hostages tQ 
be-sent.asL ppisanqfs to France. ^ In his^public 
prders to his soldiers, Buonaparte declared, that 
if a Frenchman had been killed in the attack on 
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Paviai his intent was to cause thaE city to be 
burnt or demolished, and to ereil a column on 
the spot, ■with the inscription ; Iri etett la villi 
de Pavie, On the 8th of March 1797, the town* , 
of Macegata, Fermo, Porto di Fermo, Grotto di 
Mart, and Jesi, were by Buonaparte given up to 
military execution, and their citizens to plunder 
and murder. According to the author of Let 
Critnet del RepuUkains en Italie, printed at Ve- 
rona tn 1799, during sixteen months campaign 
hi Italy, Buonaparte caused twenty-four villages 
^kI six towns to be burned, ten thousand and 
ninety of their inhabitants to be shot, thrown 
into the fire of their burning dwellings, or 
drowned. Five thousand and forty-two virgins 
were ravished, and fourteen thousand six hun- 
dred and twenty-six married women were vio- 
lated. Tbirty-iwo villages, nine towns, and 
four cities, were laid under military execution, 
and six hundred and fifty-two thousand of their 
inhabitants, who escaped death, were reduced to 
want and beggary". 

The peace of Campo Formio permitted Bb(»» 
naparte to leave wretched Italy, to return to 
France, and to prepare the ruin of other coun- 
tries. 
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ttses. A revolution had a short time before 
taken place at Paris, and the Republican and Di- 
refloriaL Constitution had been openly violated 
by the conspiracies, intrigues, and crimes of 
Buonaparte's friends, backed by the addresses and 
bayonets of his army in Italy. By the imprison- 
ment or transportation of all loyal men, the very 
dregs of the jacobins, and of. all other former 
ferocious faAions, were become all powerful* 
Buonaparte was their idol, who could command 
their daggers as much he possessed their good 
opinion. 

Of all countries not yet cursed with French 
fraternity, Switzerland was the nearest at hand^ 
and most envied by Buonaparte, on account of the 
true liberty and real happiness of its inhabitants. 
The Swiss government had, however, done 
every thing to please France, and therefore flat- 
tered itself with the chimera of having acquired 
the good will of Buonaparte, and of the French 
rulers : it bowed when it should have armed, and 
negotiated when it should have been lighting ^ 
like the worshippers of malignant deities, it pro- 
strated itself before him with the offering of its 
affeflions, without considering that the only sa- 
crifice which could satisfy him and his associates^ 
w^ that of the.constitution, of the independence> 
and o/ the riches of Switzerland. 
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That this was reallf the case, Buonaparte un* 
dertook in Italy to convince even tlie most in* 
Credulous ; and by writing the sentence of mu^ 
tral states on the ruins of Genoa and Venice^ he 
divulged to Europe the mysteries of his own po- 
litical faithy as well as that of present and future 
Erench republican rulers. Such efirontery and 
perfidy, an hypocrisy so dastardly combined with 
such barefaced Usurpations, announced the dis* 
solution of every social system. 

A revolutionist by constitution, a conqueror* 
by subordination, cruel and unjust by instin^ 
insulting in viftory, mercenary in his patronage^ 
an inexorable plunderer and murderer, bribed by 
the viftims whose credulity he betrays, as ter- 
rible by his artifices as by his arms, dishonouring- 
valour by ferocity, and by the studied abuse of 
public faith, crowning immorality with the palms 
of philosophy, covering tyranny and atheism with 
the cloak of religion, and oppression with the cap 
of liberty^ this fortunate Corsican, carrying the 
torch of Erostratus in one harid, and the sabre df 
Genseric in the 6ther, had already laid the plan 
for burying Switzerland under the rubbish of 
Italy. But this sulphureous spreader of havock 
hnd not time to carry his plan against Helvetia 
into execution 5 certain, however, of its success, 
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%& was forjced to leave it to an old accomplice — to 
General Brune^ a man as worthy to be the con- 
fidential friend of Buonaparte^ as he had before 
been of Marat and Robespierre ; and the Corsi- 
can steered his course towards Africa, in the 
hope of making that part of the world and Asia 
as- miserable as he had left all the countries of 
Europe into which his arms or his plots had pe« 
netrated. 

Before the atrocious and sanguinary tragedy 
■of the reduction of Switzerland was accomplish- 
-ed,, treachery and ambition had carried Buona- 
parte into Egypt, and with him the wretched- 
ness of French fraternity, and tlie horrors of un- 
provoked aggression. While the uninformed in 
France, as well as other countries, were amused 
by pretences of a powerful preparation for the 
invasion of England, and Buonaparte went even 
so far as to swindle monied men out of a loan 
upon the credit of the plunder of this country ; 
those who examined more considerately the place 
and manner of equipping the armament, were sa- 
tisfied that its destination was for some other coast, 
and public expeftation had already pointed out 
that of Egypt. It was so secret, that, during 
the monarchy, many projeftors, who hoped to 
recommend themselves, by suggesting extensive 
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enterprises, had lodged, as far back as in the time 
of Louis XtV., in the offices of different mi- 
nisters, projects for the subjugation of Egypt } 
but the old government, having always some re- 
gard to appearances, and some consideration for 
the lives of the people, had not ventured to pa- 
tronize an undertaking, which could not be 
achieved without the infamy of assailing the do- 
minions of an ancient and unprovoking ally, and 
the probable sacrifice of a great portion of the 
army in conquering a traift of land situated in an 
untried climate, where privations and diseases 
of every kind would thin their ranks, and make 
them execrate the fatal ambition lof their rulers. 
Recent travellers from France had described 
Egypt in terms widely different from those in 
vhich the experience of earlier and more honest 
ages had depidled it ; and the hopes of possessing 
a land replete with means of colonization and 
commerce, combined with that of destroying 
the power of Great Britain in India, were sujv 
posed sufficient motives with republican France 
for the violation of all treaties, and the oblivion 
of all rights. 

Buonaparte was entrusted with the command 
of this expedition ; and in assuming this station, 
his personal ambition to tread the ground which 
Va.4. 
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luui been impressed by the TiQoriout footttept 
of Alexander and Caesar, was subservient to the 
9iewsof the Diredory, who hated, feared, and^ 
according to Camot, were anxious to destroy him. 
Probably both the rulers and the general wenc 
acting with refined artifice and duplicity : thej 
hoped to dq>rive him of the advantages resulting 
from the command of an army which he had led 
to glory i by involving that army in a tedious and 
Uncertain expedition ; while he, relying on hig 
renown and popularity, and desirous to avoid in- 
terfering personally in the transactions of the 
Congress at Rastadt, which then engaged the at« 
tention of all Europe, accepted the command of 
the expedition, though he intended, as his inter- 
cepted letters prove, to accomplish the first part 
of its destination only, and to return to France 
in the autumn. 

Whatever sagacity might be exerted in con- 
jeAures respefting the destination of the French 
fleet, which, including transports, amounted to 
upwards of four hundred sail> nothing certain 
could be learnt : the troops sent for embarkatioA 
were called the right wing of the Army of Eng- 
land \ but the squadron being assembled in the 
port of Toulon, and the collection of Savansy of 
printing presses^ and various other implements 
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of science, demonstrated tliat Its destination vni 
for some other country. At length, on the itii 
of May, 1798, Buonaparte repraired to Toulon, 
for the purpose of commanding this far-famed 
and mysterious expedition ; and, as a preparatory 
measure, published a kind of military har.-ingue, 
in form of a proclamation, reminding bis sol- 
diers of their numerous viiftories on mountains, 
in plains, and before fortified places, and that 
nothing now remained for them- to achieve but 
maritime conquests ; they would now, he said, 
even exceed their former exertions ^r the protpe- 
rily af their ceuntryy the good of iimnkind, and their 
own glory. 

On the 19th following, the fleet sailed, and 
Boon arrived off Malta, which i:ie intrigues of 
France had prepared to surrender. On the nine- 
teenth of June, Buonaparte commenced a farce 
of provoking hostilities, by demanding per- 
mission to water his iquadron : an iudireft re- 
fusal being conveyed, the military were disem* 
barked, and after two days of pretended resist- 
ance, a capitulation was signed, yielding the 
islands of Malta, Gozo, and Cumino, to France, 
^'ome ridiculous stipulations were made for ob- 
taining indemnities for the Grand Master at the 
Con- 
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l[5ongrcss of Rastadt, and for assigning to each of 
the knights a palry pension of seven hundred livres 
(29/. sterling). Buonapiartc, as nsual, accommo- 
dated the new acquisition with a constitution on 
the French model ; and, having plundered th^ 
Tskind, iEtgain proceeded towards his final destina- 
tion. Before he set sail, however, he put into rc- 
cjuisitiort nil Maltese sailors, and one hundred and 
ten young Maltese knights, all sons or relative^ 
of emi!:]^ted Fr^ch tioblemen who were in the 
army of Conde, or in the Austrian or English ser- 
vice. They were distributed among the republi- 
can crews of different ships; and, in the action at 
Aboukir, many of them were killed or woundtfd 
in fighting with men and for a cause which they 
alike detested. Twenty-two of these unfortunate 
young men were blown up in the L'Orient, one 
of whom was a Chevalier de St. Leger, from La 
Vendee, whose father had been killed ia the army 
of Conde, whose brother was butchered^at Quibc- 
ron, and whose uncle had been shot as a Chcuan. 
On the 1st of jiily, Buonaparte with all his 
force appeared b&fore Alexandria, being only two 
days after Lord Nelsort had quitted that station. 
Apprehenisive that Fortune might yet desert him, 
^rtd the English fleet return to frustrate his ope- 

rationsi 
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rations, Buonaparte hastily effeded a landing of 
sbout four thousand llirce hundred men at Ma- 
rabou. Although this place was only two leagues 
from Alexandria, the French found no opposi- 
tion from the natives ; not even a piece of artil- 
lery was planted for proteftion. Having subse- 
quently augmented the number landed to up- 
wards of twenty-iive thousand, they advanced in 
platoons against the city, and reached it unop- 
posed, except by a few Mamelukes, who, hover- 
ing around, cut off stragglers, and fought a few 
slight and partial skirmishes. 

He began, before any attack was made on 
Alexandria, by circulating a printed address to 
hisarmyi in which, after observing that the Ro- 
mans proteiled all religions, he requested the 
soldiery to treat the " Mufiis and Imans of 
Africa lahh the same rap,:3 that they had ex- 
hibited towards the bishops and rabbins of Eu- 
rope." He also transmitted three proclamations, 
prepared beforehand, and dated on board the 
flag-ship -, the first to the Pacha of Egypt, stating, ' 
*' that he was come ta put an end to tie exaSiotu 
tf the Mamelukes i" and inviting his Highness, 
in the oriental style, " to meet and curse along 
with him the impious race of Beys," The se- 
tvad was addressed to t\i& (bj,«( ol 'diu ^txv)uv\ 
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and the last to the inhabitants : in this he had 
the impudVnce to assert, <* that he was come to 
resctie tie rights of the poor from the hands of 
their tyrants;'' and addedj with his usual hypo- 
critical cant, ^' that the Freneb rtspeSy more than 
thr^Mamelukes^ God^ his Pkofhst, and thb 
Koran.'' 

*< Cadis, Shiieks, finaas, Chirbadgeesf^ oonti- 
■ued he, ^ tell the people that we are theJrUnd* 
rf true Mussulmen. Did we not dethrone the 
Pope^ who preached that it was necessary to 
kxbSl^ war against the true Mimfers P Did we 
not ebstroy the Knights of Malta, because those 
fioSth men thought that God wished hostilities 
to be perpetually carried on against those of 
your fittth ?" After stating, " that «// tov/nr 
and wBages which might arm against tlie French 
JiotM be burnt^ he commanded ev ery one ta 
feiRsrfn m his house, enjohted frayerr to be said 
at usual, vA concluded with ^^ Ghry to the SuU 
im^ Ghry to the French mrmyj . Hia friends^ 
emrsee to the Mamelukes, vnd happiness to the 
people of Egypt." It is hardly possible to point 
Qtrt any page of ancient or modem history, where 
smpudettce is more united with falsdbood, de* 
eeptioh and imposture with atheism and politi^i^ 
cal treachery. Buonaparte^ < «nied by hia 

M 9 \Vfi^ 
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staff, headed the advanced guard marching against 
Alexandria, a defenceless city, the property and 
possession of one of the most ^icient . allies of 
France. General Bonn commanded the column 
on the right; that in the Centre was led by Ge» 
neral Kleber 5 while the rest, under. Geiieval Me- " 
nou, proceeded along the sea coast. Alexandria 
was garrisoned by about five hundred unskil- 
ful Janissaries ; and the remaimng inhabitant^ 
in the forts, and on the tops of houses, waited 
the attack. It h^s been asserted, but without 
any proof, that Alexandria was summoned j, 
but the people answered only by the shouts .of 
the garrison and the inhabitants, and by some 
cannon shot. Th^ French, had not yet landed 
their ordjnance ^ but the defences of Alexandria 
were so weak as to forbid all fear. . Buona- 
parte, therefore, bravely gave orders t<J beat a 
charge ; and the French,, advailcing towards the 
walls, prepared to scale them. While the ge- 
nerals and privates were attempting to reach the 
summit, 'Kleber received a musket shot in the 
head, and Menou was throwti bsKrk from the pai- 
' i^pet, covered with contusions^ but the walls 
V^cre, notwithstanding^ soon covered with re- 
publicans, while the besieged fled. Here began 
4 scene of horror and cain^iige^ coioioaxi^fe^Xs^. 
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the fianguinary and barbarous poliq^ of Buona* 
parte, which would hardly be credible, had it 
not been authenticated by the original letters of 
the l^rench generals, intercepted by our cruizers, 
and made public by ovix government*. After the 
Imtchery of every person on the walls or in the 
streets, all houses were forced and entered, and 
neither age nor sex qpared*. Trusting to the ^rv- 
claimed respeB of BuQxuiparte for their Prophet, 
numbers of Mussulmen took refuge in their sa* 
cred mosques ) but the repuldicans pursued them 
with the rage of cannibals : men and women, old 
and young, children at the breast, all w:ere inhur 
manly murdered without resistance^ as well as 
without pity; and these bloody transaftions last- 
ed four hours; when, at last these improvers of 
the happiness of mankind^ glutted with, massacre, 
desisted. 

From the manner in which the capture of 
Alexandria by Buonaparte is narrated by per- 
fpns not iQterested to impgirt false impressions, 
it .is . beyond a doubt,- because, .it: i» positively af- 
finn^, that this city was, not: summoned, in or- 
der to f^upiia preten(;efor stonniDg it, and thus 
striking terror into the intended viAims of Buo- 
jE^parte's perfidy and barbarity. In an inter- 
cepted letter from the French Adjutant-general 
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Boycr, addressed to General Kilniaine, arc tlw 
following paragraphs * : — " We began by malcing 
' an assault upon a place wit/jcut any difmctf ami 
I garrisoned by about 500 Janissaries, of ivhstn 
scarce a man iruw how to level a mtiiitt. I al- 
lude to Alexandria, a huge and wretched skele- 
ton of a place, op^n on ivery side, and most cer- 
, tainly very unable to resist the cfFbrss of 25,000 
men, who attacked it at the same instant. We 
lost, notwithstanding, 150 men, •whom loe nagbl 
have presfrvtd by only summoning the tovin ; but it 
viat thought necessary to begin by striking terror 
into the enemy." 

Possession of Alexandria having been thus ob- 
tained, the French commander, the Corsican 
Buonaparte, issued another proclamation among 
the mts^able survivors of massacre, augmenting 
and improving upon his former ones, and which 
will signalize to all ages his contempt of divine 
< inttitntions ; a proclamation designed, undouW- 
' edly, as a trick to atlure the confidence of the 
natives ; but which, whenever viewed impartial- 
ly, must sink into the most degrading contempt 
the charaOer of that military adventurer, who, in 
a piratical pursuit of plunder, not only commit- 
ted 
• Sae latcrccfKA Con«»»imletm, *o\.\. 
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ted the most unprincipled barbarities^ but vcdon* 
tarily announced the renunciation of his faifk h 
whicht even when done through coiDpulnon» 
stamps on the delinquent the name of renegado^ 
and is justly considered as the last test of a de* 
prayed mind> as devoid of relig^on^ virtue^ and 
integrity, as incapable of honour. In this pro- 
clamation, '* he expressly denies Jesus Christ '9^ 
affirming, ** that he himself, his generals, offi-« 
cers, and soldiers, are true professors of Islam- 
ism, who adore and honour the prophet Maho- 
met and his holy Koran i*' that ** as a.Mu$sul^. 
man, he had overturned the throne of the Chris- 
tian Pope, visited Malta, and drove out the un- 
believers from that island. ' 

From this period, until his defeat before Acre, 
in the spring of 17d% except In some skirmishes 
which he decorated with the appeSaliati of bat- 
tles, Buonaparte had no regular enemy to en- 
counter, no armies to combat ; some strolling. 
Maflielukes, or Arabs, were fak o&iy fides. To 
jndge rightly, . therefore^ of the bombastk de^ 
' scriptions of his battle of the Pyramids, vn^i 
odierst another passage ficox^ ibt, above-quoted 
lekter is useful^ and proper to be cxtcaibed *, a^ 
the competency of the writer^ a gtoerat coje^^ 
aumi^aiing bk iestimtnAs taA* %yWM 
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other general, cannot be questioned. Its d^kte 
at Cairo,- July 28th, 1798, proTcs it posterior to 
,all engugetnents ibr the possession of Lower 
£g3rpt. ** Our entrance into Grand Cairo," 
says General Boyer, will doubtless excite that 
sensation at home which, every extraordinarj 
event is calculated to psoduce $ but when you 
cbme to know the kind of enemy that we had 
to combkt, tbe little art they employed against us, 
and tie perfeB nttllity of all their .measures^ our 
expeditions and ottr viShries will appear to yoit 
very ifdmn»n thin^s^ After this (the assault *o£ 
Alexandria), we inarched against the Mame- 
lukes^ a people highly celebrated among tlie 
Egyptians for their bravery. This rabble (I can- 
not call them soldiers), which has not tbe most 
trifling idea of taSHcs^ and Which" kmnvs nothing', 
ofivar but the blood that iis spile ia it^ appeared,, 
for the first time opposed to'oor army on the 
12th of July. 

** From the first dawn of day,- they made a 
general display of their forces, which straggled 
round and round our army, tike so many catthf 
sometimes gallophig, and sometimes pacing, ih' 
groups of ten, fifty, a hundred, &c.^. After some 
time, they made several attempts, in a style equally 

'dkuhus and pvrious, to bx^ik m \k^tl \tii% Vra^v 
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finding every where a resistance which they pro- 
bably, did not expeA^ they spent the day in 
keeping us exposed to the fury of a burning sun* 
Had we been a little more enterprising this day, I 
think their fate would have been decided i but Ge- 
neral Buonaparte temporised^ that he might make 
a- trial of his enemy^ and become acquainted 
with their manner of fighting. 
, ** This day ended with the retreat of the 
Mamelukes^ ivho scarcely lost five and twenty metk* 
We continued our march up the Nile till thfs 
J^lst, which was the day that put a final ter- 
mination to the power of the Mamelukes in 

Egyp^ 

** Four thousatid men on . horseback^ having 
each a groom or t wo^ bore down intrepidly on 
a numerous army of veterans ; , their charge was 
an z£t of fury> rage^ and despair. They at- 
tacked Dessaix and Regnier first. The soldiers 
of these divisions received them with steadiness, 
and, at the distance of only ten paces, opened a 
running fire upon them, which brought down 
gne hundred and fifty* They then feff upon 
.^Bonn's division, which received them in the 
same manner. In short, after a number of unr 
availing efforts, they made off ; and, carrying 
with them all their treasurcs« look shelter ia 
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Upper Egypt. The fruit of this vUlary was Grand 
Cairo, where we have been ever since the cveiung 
cf the 22d." 

Not counting those who perished in the thas* 
sacre at Alexandria, firom this official letter we 
learn, that no more than one hundred andscventy- 
five enemies were kilted by the French , in those 
briiliant •uiBor'tes vj'ith a tiumerouj army of veil- 
ram, over four thousand inexper'xtiictd Aioinelukes, 
which made them masters of one of the most fix^ 
tile countries in the world. 

At Cairo, Buonaparte mingled the toils dkcb* 
tary for the maintenance of his situation with 
those exhibitions and pursuits which were calcd* 
lated to captivate the people, of France, by ac- 
counts of their own systems and manners ex- 
tending themselves to new regions ; while the 
people of the country were to be at once asto- 
nished, terrified, and overawed, the rigour of 
military discipline, the privation of every species 
of liberty and property, the violation of females^ 
and the disarming of the natives, were accompa> 
nied by pretexts of paying devoted homage to M»- . 
hornet \ and this degrading hypocrisy was carried 
to such an extent, that Buonaparte himself, after 
issuing several profane and ridiculous proclatna* 
w, was not unfret^ucnrty ^wx'w^vsVcA'o'i -etvt. 
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name of Ali. Besides the mingled and absurd 
fbitns of French revolutionary jurisprudence, with 
their concomitant buffooneries and disguises, the 
people of Egypt witnessed with astonishment, 
efibrts to counteraft their very natures, to bring 
into ^subjeftion the fierce and uncontrollable 
Mameluke, fix the wandering and independent 
Arab, and urge into activity the indolent and un- 
spquisitive Copt. Under pretext of augmenting 
the produce of commerce and agriculture, aU 
sorts of property, and the produce of every spe- 
cies of industry, were laid at the mercy of the 
rapacious French ; who, while in possession of aU 
that the land could afford, were yet in want of 
most necessaries, and who extended far and wide 
the reign of misery, without being able to rescue 
themselves from its oppressive grasp. 

While to occupy the officers and soldiens 
fortifications were ordered to he constru^ed at 
Salahich, fialbeis, Rosetta, and Damietta, esta* 
blishments were formed which gave employment 
to the numerous corps of Savans who attended 
the army. An institution was formed at CaiMS 
on the model of that at Paris ; a library was^ coh- • 
leSfed from the plunder of those of Europe i and a 
chemical laboratory was ereded, as well for ge« 
neraJ jpurposes^ as for the mote ^^cx^vt \Si^Nx)^ 
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:of purifying saltpetre, t^ furnish the army v -^ 
gunpowder* Hydraulic machines were cc^^- 
stnidked> and even established j to Relieve tl^ 
wants of the soldiery i nor was it fo.r^ottea to 
give them the means of drowning their cares, by 
extracting from the date a strong liquorj similar 
in its effefts to brandy. These operations^ ex- 
cept the strufture of ovens, were more £tted to 
captivate the imagination than to satisfy the 
judgment. Libraries and laboratories^ saltpetre 
and brandy, were slender consolations to men 
who saw their clothes perishingy without a pos^ 
sibility of- their being restored ; for no art was 
found to manufadbire broad-cloth, and the army 
began to fear that they were doomed to absolute 
liakedness. What comfort could the leAures of 
the National Institute, or the declamations of 
tragedians, some few hours presence in an aca- 
.demy or at a play-house, afibrd to men, in whose 
jninds curiosity was extinguished, by distress^ 
-ahd to whose hearts no other sentirpent could 
£nd a passage, than an ardent and uncontrollable 
^sire to revisit their native shores, from which 
they were destined, as they conceived, to hope^ 
less exile ? 
^ In this state, nothing but eager exertion could 
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prevent total languor •, and therefore every cir- 
ounstance which could excite inquiry^ or afford 
a pretext for pompous exhibition^ or which had 
an appearance of promoting science, or preserv* 
ing a worthy memorial of the expedition^ was 
eagerly embraced. 

. At the period of the inundation of the Nile^ 
Buonaparte^ with accustomed pomp, made the 
cut in the dyke which conveys the water to Cai«^ 
W$ and the flow into the canal of Alexandria 
presented an opportunity, which was judiciousl]i 
seized by Kleber, of transporting the artillery by 
water to Gizeh. General Andreossy sounded 
the Pelusian mouths of the Nile, the roads of 
Damietta, the B<^hass> and Cape fioyau, as well 
as the Dibeh mouth ; entered the Lake Menza- 
kh, where he .overcame the resistance of thd 
Arabs, who opposed him with a hundred and^ 
thirty of the Egyptian craft, called dgermes s 
constructed a map of the Lake, and measured 
with the chain the circumference of the coasts 
over an ex;tent of forty-five thousand fathoma; 
determined the bearings of the islands, and dis^ 
covex:ed the ruins of Tinch, of the ancient Pelit* 
sium, and of Farama» Having performed this 
operation he returned to Cairo \ and speedily 
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Mt out, attended by the savaa BerthoUct, to sul- 
Tcy the Lakes of Natron, where he acquitted 
luroself with the same diligence and success. 

All the otiicr Savans who accompanied Bno- 
luparte, were engaged in pursuits of greater or 
lesser importance, according to their powers: 
some asceriaihed points in geography, surveyed 
canals, and made drawings of buildings and mo- 
numents i others made coUc^ions aud investiga- 
tions for natural history, coristruEied ■ujindimilty 
arranged olmaiuieksj and even composed a jour- 
ual. 

During these transa^ions. General Dessaix, 
in pursuance of the direftians of Buonaparte, 
waged an a^ivc and prosperous war against 
Mourad Bey, in Upper Egypt; although his eo- 
tcrpriic was as dangerous as his proceedings were 
sanguinary. 

It is impossible to ascertain how far the peo- 
ple had been deceived by Buonaparte's hypocrisy, 
into an opinion that he was the fritnd <)f iheiw 
Sovereign, and a aialaut pres^yU to their reli- 
{ion^ but on the Slit of O^ober, 179$, imme-' 
diately on the appeitrance of lhe^»-Ma« declaring 
him an enemy to the Porte, an insurre^on brote 
out, though without any apparent plan or sj%~ 
of pjjcratjon. The assemJoVVn^ oi xVc ^o^\cj , 
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their discourse; and their menaces, excited neither 
cnriosity norapprehension, till they began to at- 
tack and pljunder the dwellings of the French. 
The principal meeting was before a mosque ; and 
General Cupuy, advancing at the head of a small 
Irbb^ to disperse them, ¥ra8 slain, with all his 
foHowers: a few French were killed in the streets ^ 
but on the beating of the generah the main 
body flew to arms ; the streets were soon cleared; 
the people took refuge in their mosqsies, the 
doors of which £nonaparte ordered to be forced, 
and the buildings fired; an immense and indis* 
criminate slaughter followed ;^/Vw// and foes wert 
tdike extemunatedy to glut the vindiftive fury rf 
the republicans : the horrible illumination, occa« 
sioned by the bnming of part of the city ; the 
firing of artiOery from the citadel, the serearaft> 
and gnnms of peopk of all chsies^ sexes^ and 
4^r/, kggifig in vain for quartir, and the fiirious 
Aouts by which the French raUied and encoo*- 
laged each other, formed a combination of hor* 
ror^ which, in modem warfare, seldom occunr» 
Quarter was at last tardily aixid rehrdhntly grant* 
td by Buonaparte ; the city recovered a gldomy 
franquillity : but the most ferocious and jigorouS 
measures were pursued for preventing fiitiure in^ 
lurreAions; 
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- This event occurred before Buonaparte haJ 
nude his survey of the Isthmus of Suez i and 
wtilc he was engageil in that research, he leameti 
that Dg€2is.r Pacha had seized and fortified the 
fort of El-Artsh, and received such further iutel- 
ligence as left him no longer in doubt of the 
hostile intentions of the Porte. Pursuing his 
accustomed policy, of assatliug his opponents 
before they could become strong by union, and 
formidable by preparation, Buonaparte arranged) 
without loss of time, a plan for attacking Dge9> 
zar, setting apart for that purpose twelve thotu 
sand men, well supported with such artillery aa 
could be transported according to exigency. He 
divided this force inlo five columns, under Klebcr, 
Regiiier, I^isnes, Baun, ntid Miu-jij and, having 
instru^cd his adaural, Peree, to embark heavy 
artillery on board three frigates for Jafia, anij 
taken precautions for securing the tranquillity 
of Cairo, prepared to head the expedition him* 
self. Before his departure, hypocrisy, apostacy, 
suheism, and fanaticism, were again resorted to^ 
as political measures to keep the ignorant native* 
quiet and submissive. The inhabitants of the 
capital, if not more loyal, had, since the late 
butchery, become more obedient to their new 
chicff who endeavoured lo dccewc ^Tii t\Ac\\i.5;'a\ 

^1 
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by means of their-prejudices ; and, for this pur- 
pose, not only recurred to the doclrine of fatality.^ 
but wished to instil a lelnf of his immediate iti'^ 
tercourse with the divinity^ In an address to the 
^* Cberi6, Imans, and Orators of the Mosque/* 
Buonaparte enjoined them to inculcate in th; 
minds of the. people, ^^ tliat those who became 
his enemies should find na refuge eitl^r in tbii 
fiforld or the next" 

.^^ Is there a man so blind/' says he, ^'a& not 
to see that all my operations are conduEled by 
4eJtipyP InstruA the inhabitants, that ever 
since the world has existed, it was written, that 
ifter having overcome the enemies of Islamism> 
•nd destroyed the Cross, I should come from the 
furthest parts of the v/est to fulfii^ the task which 
h^ been imposed upon me* Make them se<^ 
that^ in- th(e ^second bocdc of. the Koran, in mor^ 
than twenty passages, that, which has happened 
fvaSr- foreseen^ and that which: shall take place 
has also been explained j, let those, theni whom 
(he fear* of our arxns alone prevents from pror 
pouncing imprecations,. now change their dispor 
sitions ; for in offering prayera to heaven against 
f</, they solicit their own condemnation ;; let the 
true believers then present vows for our, success t 
/ ^01 Jd call to. account each individual among ygt^ 
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fir the fnesi secret lenihmnts of his heart ,- fir I 
inaw every thlngi even that luhkh you 'le^'er eom- 
muiiiealeil te any person; and tt\e day will come 
when ail the world shall witness, that, as I a3 it 
isHsequmce of orders from n&ove, human cdbrti are 
of no avail against mc." 

After this sacrilegious farce, he prepared to set 
set out for Syria. In addition to the already 
mentioned generals, Daumartin was appointed 
to command the artillery, and General Caffarelli 
to superintend the engineers ; after which he 
gave orders for the troops to cwnmence their 
march. 

On the ] 0th of February, 1799, BnonapartO 
!efi Cairo for El-Arish, which, notwithstanding 
the advantages of its situation, made but a feeble 
defence. Regnier and Kleber had taken the vil- 
lage, and blockaded the fort, before the amval 
of Buonaparte, who, after a short cannonade, on 
the 25th following, compelled the garrison to 
surrender, on condition of retiring to Bagd3t> 
and through the Desert. Having left Regnier's 
division to fortify and secure this conquest, which 
Is considered the key of Egypt, the French 
marched through the Desert to attack Gazi. 
TheMamelukes constantly retreated before them, 
and the inhabitants of the city, at their approach, 

OB. 
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on the 28th^ sent deputies to meet and offer 
them unmolested possession. This peaceful sur- 
render was peculiarly fortunate for Buonaparte 
and his troops^ whose convoys of provisions from 
Cathieh had not been able to keep up with himi 
as they found in Gaza sixteen thousand pounds 
of po'wder, a great quantity of cartouches and 
ammynition^ and some artillery, besides a hun- 
dred^ thousand rations of biscuit, rice> tents, and 
a large supply of barley* Buonaparte spent two 
days in the civil and military organization, as he 
called it, of the place, forming a divan of the 
principal inhabitants ; and then prosecuted his 
route toward Jaffa. 

The way to this town, anciently called Joppa, 
is across an immense plain, covered with hillocks 
of moving sandi which the cavalry traversed with 
difficulty, and the camels slowly and painfully 
proceeded ; and for about three leagues it was ne« 
cessary to treble the teams to the artillery. Hordes 
of Arabs hovered round the army, without, how- 
ever, doing any injury; and the advanced guard, 
under Kleber, reached the town on the third 
day. 

Jaffa was found to be surrounded by a wall 
without ditches, flanked by good towers mount- 
ing cannan. Two forts defended the port and 
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the road, and it appeared well armed. The gar- 
rison having retired within the place, the main 
attack was made on the south side* The whole 
army having come np, and batteries being esta« 
blished, a prafticable breach was soon efFeAedy 
and on the 7th of March the town wai taken by 
assault.- 

As the efForts of impudence, and sophistry of 
rebellion, have been employed in indirect denials 
or futile palliations, of the many atrocious deed^' 
committed by Buonaparte in .this cily and in its 
neighbourhood, an cxtraA from the work of an 
author, as able as loyal, as instruftivc as an his- 
torian as brave and distinguished as a warrior, 
will silence the factious, convince the dubious, 
and exhibit to present and futurp ages in his true 
charaftcr, a man who, to the eternal disgrace of 
the French nation, after murdering, drowning, 
and poisoning several thousand French soldiers 
and citizens, is suffered to remain the cruel un- 
restrained tyr.nt over thirty millions of French- 
men. 

** General Hutchinson was very angry with 
the Turks for still continuing the prafticc of 
mangling and cutting ofF the heads of the pri- 
soners; and the Captain Pacha, at his remon- 
strance, issued again very severe orders against 
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it; but the Turks justified themselves for the 
massacre of the French by the massacre at Jaffa* 
As this aft| and the poisoning of the sick, have 
never i)cen creditedi because of such enormities 
being so incredibly atrocious, a digression to au- 
ihcntiate them may not be deemed intrusively 
tedious.; and had not the influence of power in- 
terfered, the aft of accusation t^'ould have been 
prefen^d in a more solemn manner, and the 
damning proofs produced by penitent agents of 
these murders; but neither menaces, recompense, 
nor promises, can altogether stifle the cries of 
outraged humanity, and the day for the retribu- 
tion of justice is t)nly delayed. 

"Buonaparte having carried the town of Jaffa 
by assault, many of the garrison were put to the 
swrord; but the greater part flying into the 
inosqucs, and imploring mercy from their pur- 
suers, were granted their lives; and .let it be w^U 
reinemhered, that an exasperated army in the 
moment of revenge, when the laws of war justi- 
fied their rage, yet heard the voice of pity, re- 
ceived its impression, and proudly refused to be 
any longer the executioners of an unresisting 
enemy. Soldiers of the Italian army, this is a 
laurel wreath worthy of your fame, a trophy of 
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the subsequent treason of an individual shall not 
deprive you 4 

'* Three days afterwards Buonapartej who bad 
expressed much resentment at the compassion 
manifested by. his troops, and determined tore- 
lieve himself from the maintenance and care 
of three thousand eight hundred prisom:rs V <^' 
dered them to be marched to a ridng ground 
near Jaffai where a division of French infantry 
formed against them. When the Turks had 
entered into their fatal aligximent» and the 
mournful preparations were completed^ the. iig'> 
nal gun fired. Vollies of musquetry and grape 
instantly played against them i and Buonaparte, 

who 

* '* Buonaparte had in persan previously iospeAed the whole 
body, amounting to near five thousand men, with the ohjeCt of 
savins those who belonged to the towns that he was preparing to 
attack. The age and noble physiognomy of a veteran Janissary at- 
tracted his observation, and he asked him sharply, 'Old maiSi 
what did you do here V The Janissary, undaunted, TCplied, ' I 
must answer that question by asking you the same ; your answer 
will be, that you came to serve your Suhan ; so did I mine.' The 
intrepid frankness of the reply excited universal interest tu his fa- 
vour* Buonaparte even smiled—' He is saved,' whispered some of 
the aides»deocamps. * You know not Buonaparte,' observed one 
who had served with him in Italy—' that smile, 1 speak from ex« 
periencCf docs not proceed from the sentiment of benevolence ; re* 
member what I say.* The opinion was too true. ' The Jan'MiaiY 
was left ifi the raokt doomed to death, and suffered." 
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wlio had been regafdiiig the scene through a te« 
lescope, when he saw the smoke ascendsngt 
could notretoain his joy, but broke out into 
exclamations of ajp[»t>Tal ; indeed, he had just 
reason to dread the refusal of his troops thus to 
dishonour themsdves. Kleber had remonstrated 
lit the most strenuous manner, and the officers of 
the Etat Major who commanded (for the general 
to whom the division belonged was absent}^ 
^ren refused to execute the order without a 
written instru£Hon; but Buonaparte ^slras too 
cantions, and sent Betthier to enforce obedi« 
€nce. 

^ When the Turks had all fallen, the French 
troops humanely endeavoured to put a period to 
the sufferings of the wounded ; but some time 
elapsed before the bayonet could finish what the 
fire had not destroyed, and probably many lan« 
guished days in agony. Several French ofiicers, 
by whom partly these details are furnished, de- 
clared that this was a scene, the retrospeA of 
which tormented their recolleftion, and that 
they could not rdleft on it without horror, 
accustomed as they had been to sights of 
cruelty. 

- *^ These were the prisoners whom Assalini^ 
in his very able work on the plagiie> ^llude& to^ 
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when he says, that for three dayi the Turks 
sihcwed no symptoms of that disease, and it was 
their putrifying remains which produced the 
pestilential malady, which he describes as aficr^ 
wards making such ravages in the French army. 

*^ Their bones still lie in heaps, and are shewn ' 
to every traveller wto arrives : nor can they be 
confounded with those who perished in the as* 
sault, since this field of butchery lies a mile fronc^ 
the town. 

••* Such a faft should not, however, be allegec^ 
without some proof, or leading circumstance 
stronger than assertion, being produced to sup— - 
port it J but there would be ia want of generosity^ 
in naming individuals, and branding thein to the^^ 
latest posterity with infamy, for obeying a com- - 
mand, when their submission became an ^d of 
lieccssity, since the whole army did not mutiny 
against the execution ; therefore, to establish 
further the authenticity of the relation, this only 
can be mentioned, that it was Bonn's division 
wliich fired, and thus every one is aftbrded an 
opportunity of satisfying themselves rcspefting 
the truth, by inquiring of officers serving in the 
different brigades composing this division. 

** The next circumstance is of a nature which 
recjbires indeed the most particular details to 
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^atablish^ since the idea can scarcely be enter- 
tainedy that the commander of an army should 
.order his own countrymen (or if not immediately 
such, those amongst whom he had been natura* 
lized) to be deprived of existencci when id a state 
which required the kindest consideration. ■• But 
^e annals of France record the frightful crimes 
of a Robespierre^ a Carriere; and historical truth 
must now recite one equal to any which has 
blackened its page. 

^' Buonaparte^ finding that his hospitals at Jafim 
irere crowded with sick^ sent for a physician^ 
whose name should be inscribed in letters of gold^ 
butwhich^ for weighty reasons, cannot be. here 
inserted: on his arrival he entered into a long 
conversation with him respefting the danger of 
contagion, concluding at last with the remark^ 
that something must be done to remedy the evil, 
and that the destrudbion of the sick at present in 
the hospital was the only measure which could 
.be adopted. The physician, alarmed at the pro- 
posal, bold in the. confidence of virtue and the 
, cause of humanity, remonstrated vehemently, 
representing the cruelty as weil as the atrocity 
of such a murder ; but finding that Buonaparte 
persevered and menaced, he indignantly left the 
. lent, with this memorable cbservatipn ; * Nei- 

N 2 *^ 
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ther ra7 principles, nor the diarafter of my pro- 
fession, will allow me to become a human but- 
cher ; and, Genera!, if such qualities aa you insi- 
nuate are necessary to form a great man, I thank 
my God that I do not possess them.' 

*' Buonaparte was not to be diverted from his 
objetD: by moral considerations ; he persevered, 
and found an apothecary who (dreading tlic 
weight of power, but who since has made an 
atonement to his mind by unequivocally confess- 
ing the fad) consented to became his agent, and 
to administer poison to the sick. Opium at 
night was distributed in gratifying food} the 
wretched unsuspeAing viiftlms banqueted ; and 
in a few hours five hundred and eighty soldieri, 
who had suffered so much for their country, pe- 
pslied thus miserably by the order of its idoL 

" Is there a Frenchman whose blood does not 
thill with horror at tlie recital of such a fa£t I 
Surely the manes of these murdered unoffending 
people must be now hovering round the seat of 
government) and — 

" If a doubt should still exist as to the vera- 
city of this statement, let the Members of the 
Institute at Cairo be asked what passed in then- 
sitting after the return of Buonaparte from Sy- 
ria: they will relate, that the same virtuou: 
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physician who refused to become the destroyer 
of those committed to his prote£tioii^ accused 
Baenaparte in the full assembly of high treason 
^a^inst the honour of France, her children^ and 
humanity ; that he entered into the fiill details 
of the poisoning of the sick, and the massacre 
of the garrison, aggrarating these crimes by 
charging Buonaparte with strangling previously, 
at Rosetta, a number of French and Copts, who 
1Is6fc ill of the plague ; thtis proving that this 
disjpossd of his sick was a premoditated plan, 
which he wished to introduoe into general prac- 
iict*. In vain Buonaparte attempted to justify 
iiimself ; the members sat petrified with terror, 
$god inmost doubted whether the scene passing 

before 

* '^ Buonaparte pleaded, that he ordered the garrison to b« de* 
•tM9«d, because he had net^^visions to maintain them,or strenffth 
•BMigh to guard them s and <hat it was tvUnt if they etcaft d 
they would zCt against the French, since among the prisoners were 
Ave hundred of the garrison of El-Arish, whoTiad promised not to 
serve again (they had been compelled, in passing throug1| laA, by 

. the cosmandant to serve j ; and that he destroyed the sick to pr*» 
vent contagion, and save themselves from falling iii^ the hands of 

. 4he Turks. But these arguments, however specious, were refilled 
direAly, and Buonaparte was at last obliged to rest his defence oa 
the positions of Machiavel. When he afterwards left Egypt, tbe 
Savans were so angry at being \t(i behind, contrary to promise, that 
ibey eleAed the physician Presidtnt of the Institute ; en 9/SX whicb 
spolcc for itself fiilly . * » 
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before tiieir eyes was not illusion. Assuredlyal! 
these proceedings will not be found in the minutes 
of the Institute; no, Buonaparte's policy foresaw 
ihc danger, and power produced the erasure. But 
let no man, calculating on the force of circum- 
stances, which may prevent such an avowal as is 
solicited, presume on this to deny the wholej 
there are records which remain, and which in 
due season wiil be produced. In the interim, 
this representation will be sufficient to stimulate 
inquiry ; and. Frenchmen, your honour is indeed 
interested in the examination. 

*' Let us hope also, that in no country wHl 
there be found another man of suchAlachiaTclian 
principles, as by sophistry to palliate those trant- 
aiftions; nor must the judgment abuse itself by 
brihging to recoliefllon the horrors of the French 
Revolution, and thus diminishing the force 
of those crimes by the frequency of equal gnilc 
in France, during her contest for Liieriy ar 
Slavery*." 

Besides 

• " An anecdoW, aflir what IiJi bten said agiinit, thould 
kDWCrerlc related, an proof of the commanJing jcnlut oF Duo- 
Bipirte, and wLlJ be told a: tepeited hy a Freinhman of hi(h 
con I idem Ion. ■ Buonapane, notwithilanding his luccenei ind 
fsmt, w» considered by ihDScTjUQbiLS'Hl>\mWttUnal, iohim-. 
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Besides these detestable barbarities, the stay 
of tlie French at Jaffa was distinguished by their 
accustomed violence and rapacity; the pillage of 

the 

5clf possessing the great qualities ascribed to him. VVc regardcJ 
bim as indebted more to an extraordinary peculiar good fortune, 
forcing irresistible circumstances to his advantage, than to his own 
abilities and exertions. After his disasters and repulse at Acre, our 
opinion was confirmed, and we expeflcd to see him return dejeAed, 
conscious of disgrace, his sbamte aggravated by the recoUe^ion . oi 
hairing sent a messenger with a dispatch, and which was read in 
the Institute, in which he expressed himself, '* In three days 1 
■hall be in Acre; when you open this, be assured that Dget'zar 
Picha if no more." The day before be entered Cairo, we received 
orders, to our astonishment, to prepare illuminations, triumphal 
arches, &c» for honour to the conquerors of Syria, and of Dgezzar 
Pacha. The troops* who had jdespondxngly anticipated a different 
reception, whose murmurs against the man who had planned, their 
expedition amounted to mutiny, whose expressions even menaced 
death to him, as an atonement for their seven thousand comradea 
who had perished, saw with surprise the honours paid to them ; 
heard their chief and themselves styled conquerors ; and, in the 
delirium of vanity, forgot their injuries and defeats. The next 
momuig Buonaparte, assured of the iatpxication still contmuing» 
asaeBjibled his army on parade, distributed rewvds; . then mo«se4 
forwards a battalion of grenadiers, whom he upbraided with having 
refused to make another assault on Acre, and sentenced them to 
carry their arms slung behind till fff$ir chamber was retrieved,, it 
was then, said the narrator, that wepronounced fiuouapaite really 
. a great man. We confessed his knowledge of human nature, who 
in a few hours could so improve his situation, and reaftume his in- 
fluence, as to disgrace those very men, who the day before would, 
with the applause of their comrades (now approving of their disho- 
nourj, had he uttered a word of censure, hare instantly assassinated 
hitn." 



1 



2^2 REVOLUTIONARY PLUTARCH. 

ilbe natives was so complete, that even women anc^:^^^ 
Bttle children were robbed of tlifi few omament^s^ * 
mat tbey carried about them, consisting of cchhs^kt^ 

yuch as paras, sequins, and piastres. The artil ' 

iery found in the place consisted of forty pieces of "-^-^ 
fcannon, being the field equipage given to Dgez. — — 
Ear by the Grand Signior, and twenty iron and =^" 
brass guns mounted on the walls. Orders were ^^ 
r »«nmediaiely expedited to Alexandria for Perec to -^ 
sail for Jaffa, which was intended to be the port 
and the entrepot of all articles to be received ^om 
-Camictta and Alexandria. A govemmentj wjth 

divan, was speedily organized; and the com* 
id of the place consigned to Adjutant-genertl 

Irenier, who was afterwards carried off by the 

ague. 

Preparatory to his march for St. Jean d'Acre, 
laparte endeavoured to terrify or cajoleDgcz- 
zar Pacha by an hypocritical letter, in which he 
affirmed that ie had treated •with generality such 
troops as surrendered at discretion, though hehad 
teen severe towards thoff who violated the rights 
of war, and promised, that as God granted him 
victory, he would, like him, be merciful^ not 
only tmuards the pe^phy but taiuardi the great. 
ffe recommended to Dgezzar to abstain from 
esbiance, to become the friend of the French 
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and the enemy of the Mamelukes and the Eng<^ 
lish ; and ^ in reward he should be taken intofc'- 
VQur^ and experience more good than he had pre* 
viousljmet with evil." 

This gross deceit was too clumsy to deceive 
even the most unsuspicious of men^ with the tet* 
timony of damning and recent fa£b to prove how 
lar every sentiment of honour, mercyi oi^lemen* 
cy, was from the heart of the writer. Dgezzar 
sent only a brief verbal answer, implying that he 
would rather bury himself in the ruins of Acre» 
than suffer it to fall into the hands of Buonaparte* 
In expressing this resolution^ he was encouraged 
not only by his own force, and the assistance of 
the Porte, but by the unexpefbed aid of the ge-» 
nius, judgment, and valour of a British. Captain 
and a French Royalist Offi<xr of Engineers; who> 
were destined to revive in a remote century those 
exploits which, in the days of chivalry, had ren* 
dered St. Jean d'Acre the theme of samuch won-- 
der and celebrity; 

Sir William Sidney Smith, afiter attainfng the 
rank of Post-Captain in the BMtish Navy, had> 
in 1789, when his country was at peace, offered 
his services to the King of Sweden, then at war 
with Russia, and conducted' himself with such 
distinguished bravery during several actions: with> 
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the Russian fleet, that the Grand Cross ( 
• Military Order of the Sword was conferred upon 
[ Iiiin bjr Gut^avus III. and he became the worthy 

l' fifvrt&r of a great king, justly called ie Chtva' - 
iitf dej Roh. The war witli France soon after 
made him as remarkable for his courage as for 
his talents and aftivity ; and it was to his care 

I that Lord Hood entrusted the patriotic but dif- 
£cuh task of destroying the deet in the port of 

' Toulon. 

^ Become a prisoner to the French in conse- 

I quence of an exertion of personal bravery in the 
port of HavrC) he was, contrary to the laws of 

,'. War and of civilized nations, by the orders of the 
infamous republican government, immured with- 

' in the walls of the same Temple where so much 
virtue and loyalty had suffered; and every attempt 
for his exchange or enlargement was rejected. 
At lengtli, however, the gates were thrown opea 
by friendship, his liberty procured, and his return 
to England facilitated, by means that savour of 

I romance, rather than of history. 

' Received with applause and admiration by all 
his loyal countrynien, and with approbation and 
benevolence by his Iving, he was appointed to 

f the command of a small squadron, with which 
he, as commodore} repaired to Constwtinopk. 
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. In conjunAion with his brother^ then Britlsix 
Minister therci he formed a treaty of alliance 
\ixxh, the Ottoman Forte ; and, after generously 
procuring the liberation of a number of French 
prisoners, repaired to Egypt. Whilst a Turkish^ 
army was preparing to sail for the East, he en--' 
deavoured to defer the expedition to Syria by 
bombarding Alexandria; and when he found 
that the army was preparing to cross the Desert^ 
his friend Philipeaux was sent to the assistance 
of the intimidated Dgezzar Facha. .• . , 

This officer is the one already mentioned, aa 
having been bred ii;i the same college with Buo« 
naparte, the friend of his youth, the companion 
of his studies and of his amusernents. Attached 
to the monarchy from principle,, and to the reli- 
gion of his ancestors from convidiion,^ — on the 
annihilation of the throncj^ and the proscription 
of Christianity, he appeared in arms in favour of 
his prince against the regicides and rebels, who^ 
under the appellation of republicans, tyrannized 
over his wretched countrymen^ It was he whoj^ 
at the risk of his life, Iiad rescued Sir Sidne^f 
Smith from bondage^ and restored him to hi^ 
country. After accompanying him to the Le- 
vant with the rank of a colonel in the British 
^ervice^ he had been sent into Syria, and had 
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employed all his talents as an able engineer in 
fortifying Acre, so as to resist the efforts of hi« 
former school-fellow, who had, by crimes, by 
fortune, and by some capacity, become a re- 
nowned and dreaded general. 

The Commodore, who had arrived but two 
days before the French, ahhoiigh he perceived 
the works to be not in a very formidable state of 
defence, contributed, with Phiiipeaux, to soothe 
the fears and encourage the hopes of the Facli3( 
who, on seeing the enemy viflorious every where» 
had determined to abandon his palace, and sedt 
for safety with his women and treasures in a 
more distant situation ; but no sooner did he ob- 
serve that he was so ably supported, than Dgez- 
zar determined to stand a siege, and participate 
in the glory of stopping the career of the guilty 
and audacious Corsican adventurer. ' 

Nor was he mistaken either with reipeA to 
the industry or the talents of his new allies; for 
tlie Enghsh squadron, in the course of the next 
day, discovered, in the neighbourhood of Mount 
Carmel, a corvette and nine sail of gnn-boats, 
laden with artillery and ammunition, intended to 
assist in the reduiJtion of Acre. Seven vessels 
belonging to this flotilla) containing the greatest 



NAPOLEONE BUONAPARTE. 577 

part of the battering trsmi, were captured ; and 
this fortunate incident contributed much to save 
the city, as well as to harass the invaders ; for 
the prizes, being manned with British sailors^, 
were anchored near the town, and employed in 
impeding the enemy's approaches; while the can* 
non were mounted on the ramparts, so as td an* 
noj that army for which they were intended ta 
ensure a boasted and apparently certain triumph* 
On leaving Jafia, the French army, after some 
slight opposition, reached Caifia, which the-peo^ 
pie abandcmed, carrying away the artillery and 
ammunition of the fort, and proceeded to St. 
Jean dfAcre. Having secured provisions, and 
determined all the necessary previous points, vi«> 
gorous exertions were made for carrying on the 
siisge: in this attempt, however, the French were 
BO longer to be encountered byan ignorant advert 
sary, the dupe of every ruse de guerrt^ and whose 
¥ery valour was more injurious to him than cow^ 
ardice could have been; but by a brave though 
fierce body, led to constant exertion, and trained 
to the useful operations of discipline, by men of 
equal courage, greater prudence, and consum*^ 
mate skill. Unapprised of these circumstances^ 
the French* expe£led an easy conquest ; and press- 
ed forward to. an assault, in hopes again to en- 
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}oy a $angiunar7 triumph «over sut unequal 
foe. 

. The rebtioa of all the particulars of this me* 
morable siege demands too great a length to find 
its place here ; suffice it to say, that numerout 
a£^ of temerity, despair, treachery, and crueltyf 
exhibited by Buonaparte and his satellites, were 
encountered and defeated by the bravery, ability^ 
constancy, and generosity, of the British Comr 
modore, and the British and aUie4 troops under 
liis command and disposal. 

Buonaparte continued for sixty days, without 
interruption, to attack, bombard, or assault 
Acre ; though after a siege of six weeks he was 
.obliged to alter the manner of attacking it. At 
this time the garrison, invigorated by the pre* 
sence of the English, and defended by the skill 
, .of Sir Sidney and Fhilipeaux (who imfortunately 
died soon after by the bursting of a blood-vessel), 
^ad ereAed cavaliers, and constructed two places 
of arms, together with batteries so contrived as 
to flank the tower, and produce all the advan- 
tages arising ft^m a cross fire : a counter-attack 
was also attempted under ground, for the pur-> 
pose of driving the besiegers from their galle* 
ries. 
Sir Sidney Sxnith^ in ^ktUt >^&x^*&^^^ic^. \^x% 



Adtnii^lty at this period, expresses himself as 
follows : " We have the satisfadlion of finding 
ourselves^ on the forty*sixth day of the siege^ 
in a better state of defence than we were iht 
first day the cftemy opened their trenches ;' not- 
withstanding the increase of the breach, which 
they continue to batter with effe£t ; and the gaiv 
rison, having occasionally closed with the ene^ 
my, in several sorties^ feel greater ccmfidence that 
they shall be able to resist an assault, for which 
they are prepared. Had the Combined Powers 
afted with the same valour, vigour, and deters 
mination^ when besieged in Brabant, Flanders^ 
Holland, Germany, and Italy, there can be lit- 
tle doubt but the political monster of a French 
Republic would have been* confined within the 
-limits of the French monarchy, and Europe 
would have been still free. 
. It was after the arrival of Admiral Peree at 
JaflTa with some heavy artillery, that Buona- 
parte gave orders to change the plan of opera- 
tions, and effcA a new breach in the eastern 
curtain,,.by means of a sap and a mine, which 
was to blow up the counterscarp ; the English 
however, not only discovered his intentions, but, 
by making approaches under ground, entered the 
gallery, destroyed the frame work, and coun- 
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teraf^d all the operations : this new attempt, 
ili^ted rather by disappointed desperation tbao 
b^ sound jadgmentj was therefore compielely a^ 
<ficftuak 

About the same time a squatfron of more than 
thirty sail of transports and corvettes, under Has- 
san Bey, was seen standing in for Acre. Buo- 
naparte, knowing that the landing of fresh 
troops would be produftive of great disadvantape 
to the besiegers, determined to anticipate the 
event by a new and still more desperate trial tc^ 
storm the place j and though exposed to a heasy^ 
fire from the gun-boats, he made a lodgment oi^^ 
the second story of the north-east tower, on theS^ 
outer angle of which the republican standard — 
was hoisted. The fire of the besieged bad slack- 
ened, and the re-inforcements were only half-way 
toward the shore. The breach was feebly de- 
feuded } and this was the critL-.i! moment of the 
siege. At this junihire Sir Sidney Smith landed 
two boats at the Mok ; and, hastily arming the 
srews, led them to the breach. The Turks, 
animated by this unespef^ed supply, flocked to 
the point of danger, where the besiegers were 
contesting on equal terms with the defenders of 
the town \ the muzzles of their muskets were in 
contact 
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contaA^ and the qicar4icads of die coknos locked 
in each other. 

The ciwidnft of the Eo^ish vpon ths, » «i 
other ocosioosy fully entitled them to the grata* 
tnde of their aDiesy and to the adnuiation of a 
tnore gcneroos foe. Dgezzar, who, according 
to the custom of hb nation, was sitting in a coo- 
tjnciious fdace, rewarding those who brought 
him the heads of enemies, and distributing sup* 
plies of ammnnition, mshcd to the tareadit and 
tzhilMted the nnporccedentcd sight of a Turkish 
dueftain exhorting Christian soldiers to retire 
from the -post of danger, as in them he diould 
lose hislxst defenders. The general enthonasm 
prevalent under these circumstances decided the 
&te of the day j the French were kept in check 
until reinforcements were landed ; oriental jea<> 
lousy gave way to the sense of peril ; a well-dis« 
ciplined regiment, the Chiflieck (disciplined un* 
der Sultan Selim's own eye), being admitted inta 
the gardens of the Seraglio, made a sortie, and 
akfaough the Turks were repulsed, the besiegers^ 
being obliged to expose themselves above their 
parapets, were mowed down in great numbers 
by the flanking fire of the garrison | their force 
at the breach was diminished} and the small num« 

bet 
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ber remaining on the lodgment were killed or 
dispersed. 

During this tremendous confiiA, Buonaparte, 
surrounded by his generals and aides-de-campf 
and burnijig with rage and shame, had placed 
himself on an eminence, called Richard Coeur de 
Lion's mount, already made famous by the ex- 
ploits of that British hero ; his gesticulationsi 
and the mission of an aide-de-camp to the msun 
body of his forces, . indicated » resolution to re- 
new the attack. Accordingly, a little before 
sun-set, a massive column was, descried descends 
ing to the breach, which was not wide enough 
to admit fifty men abreast. On this occasion, a 
stratagem of war, adopted at the instance of the 
Pacha, proved highly successful. This French 
column, which advanced to the attack, was suf- 
fered to mount the breach without molestation. 
On their descent into the Pacha's garden, the 
foremost was encountered by the Turks, who 
lay in ambuscade ; and where combined tallies 
could not avail, the republican bayonqt was ex- 
erted in vain against the Turkish scimitar and 
dagger, wielded in the right and left hand with 
equal force and dexterity. The column was re- 
pulsed ; it was in vain that General Lasnes ati 
tempted to rally the fugitives ; for he himself 
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was wounded by a musket shot near the wall, 
"while Rambaud perished in the citv, of which 
he Vainly imagined that he .had obtained posses- 
sion. 

A few days after this, with a zeal expressive 
of rashness and cruelty rather than of true cou- 
rage, Buonaparte ordered a new assault to be 
made ; but the troops sdf&cd for the occasion^ 
having to mouat the fatal breach over the putri4 
bodies of their unburied countrymen, refused to 
stain themselves with tliis new outrage to hu- 
manity. .On hearing thisi the grenadiers of the 
twenty-first demi-brigade solicited and obtained 
the honour of storiping the place : on advancing 
for this.purpo9e» however, it was discovered that 
the enemy, bad completed three lines of defence, 
which it became impossible to carry 5 so that, 
after a useless massacre, in the course of which 
General :j^0!im, Adjutant-general Fowler, and 
one of Buoofiiparte's aidesrde-camp,. were killed, 
fund several officers . sjeverely wounded, a retreat 
iiras beaten, and the discomfited voli^iteers re« 
turned to the camp. , 

In proportion as the troops relaxed in ti^ir Ar« 
^.dOur, and the capture of Acre became dubious, 
.chagrin, despair, and ierocity, .began to be visi- 
ble in the face and actions qf^T ^^^^^^rte, who^ 
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hitherto the spoiled child of fortune, for the firsf 
lime in his life beheld himself foiled^ and that 
too by a town siarcely defemiik acrvrtling to tki 
rules of arl ; while the surrounding hills were 
crowded by a niultitiide of armed spedtators, 
who waited the result of the contest, to decUrc 
for the viftor. Convinced, at length, by what 
had passed, that the supposed invlndbilitv of th« 
French was not real, these people easily yielded 
to the invitation of Sir Sidney Smith, and pre- 
ferred a anioii with " a Christian knight, to 
the friendship of an unprincipled renegado."— 
They dispatched ambassadors, declared their re- 
solution to arrest all mountaineers who should 
be discovered transporting ammunition or provi- 
sions to the French camp ; and, as a pledge of 
their sincerity, sent in fonr-score individuals 
whom they had taken in such an attempt. This 
determination prevented the further progress of 
Buonaparte to the nortliward ; and at the same 
time he receiTed intelligence from Cairo, thai 
several provinces were in insurrection; thM 
Gizch was invaded by a wandering Arabiail 
tribe irova the heart of Africa ; and that an im- 
postor, calUng himself the angel £1 Mahdi, an- 
nounced in the Koran, had gained numerous ad- 
liereius, and carried several posts. 
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To barter honour for success was no new 
iraffic with Buonaparte ; and on this occasion he 
made an attempt of the most odiousjand dis- 
honourable kindj to gain the long-contested 
town* The dead bodies over which he had 
made his last assault, becoming putrid, generated 
dis6asesj and even the plague, in the camp. £mr 
ploying an Arabian dervise as a flag of truce, 
Berthier, in the name of the commander in chie^ 
"addressed a letter to Dgezzar, desiring a suspen- 
sion of arras till the dead could be buried, and 
the establishment of an exchange of prisoners 
effbdled. While this message was under con- 
sideration, and the flag of truce waited for the 
answer, Buonaparte, in defiance of all laws of 
justice and humanity, and to the everlasting dis* 
grace of the . name of soldier ^ commenced an as* 
sault, hoping to take tbie town bj surprise. For- 
tunately, however, the garrison was on its 
guard ; and this aA of desperate treachery met 
its due reward in defeat and disgrace. Sir Sid- 
ney Smith with difficulty rescued the den^se 
from the fury of those who considered him as a 
voluntary instrument in the treason which had 
been committed \ and gained a full and delicious 
revenge, by sending him back to Boonaparte 

witk 
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xvith. a letter of reproof tfhich overwhelmed HiA 
and his armf vrith shame *'./ 

Fofled 

* ' THB CBNBKAL IN CH^Ef. TO CHIBF •r .THE BTAT 

MAJOR CBNEIAL. 

' The Commander of the English Squadron before Acre haviot 
had the barbarity to embark on board a vessel which was infeded 
with the plague, the French prisoners made in the two tartasTiU- 
den with ammunition, which he took near Caiffa ; having bee* 
remarked at the head of the barbarians, in the sortie which tool^ 
place on the i8th, and the English flag having been at the saio« 
time flying over many towers in the place, the harbaroui condu^ 
which the besieged displayed in cutting oflP the heada of two v^^* 
lunteers which were killed, must be attributed to the English cot^^ 
mander, a conduA which is very opposite to the honours whi^^ 
have been paid to English omcers and soldiers found upon the fie 
of battle, and to the attentions which have been paid to the v^wm^^"^ 
ed and to prisoners. 

' The English being those who defend and provision Acre, th- 
horrible condud of Dgezzar, who caused, to be strangled an 
thrown into water, with their hands tied behind their backs, mor 
than two hundred Christians, inhabitants of this country, amon. 
whom was the secretary of a FreRch consul, muse be equally at 
tributed to this ofHcer, since, from circumstances, the Pacha founc 
himself entirely dependent upon him. 

' This officer having besides refused to execute any of the arti< 
cles ol exchange established between the two powers, and his 
posals in all the communications which have taken place, and hir? 
condu^l since the time that he has been cruising here, having heem 
those of a madman; my desire is, that you order the difllerenC 
commanders on the coast to give up all communication with the 
English fleet actually cruising in these seas. 

- (Signed) * BUONAPARTE.' 

Such 
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Foiled in :this foul and disgraceful attempt, 
Buonaparte found himself obliged to retreat, 

and> 

Such accusations many, perhaps, will think too contemptible 
to be noticed ;- but there are others who, infatuated wlth,Buona« 
parte, might find, in silence, ground for recrimination. I therefore 
shall briefly observe, first as to the massacre of the Christians, that 
Dgezzar Pacha, previous to the disembarkation of any individual 
Uom the English ships, caused thirty men in the French interest 
lb be strangled j foreseeing that resistance would be made to the a£t« 
if not perpetrated before Sir Sidney's landing; that the embarka* 
don of the prisoners in vessels infe&ed with the (^agne is a hidi* 
cram charge ; for would Sir Sidney, in that cas^, have placed an 
EogUth guard on board over them ? So contrary, however. Is the 
faA, that some French sick embarked afterwards at Jaffa, for Da* 
mietta, in eight or ten tartans, having heard of the kind treat* 
ment their comrades experienced, stood oUt to the Tigre, thea 
cruizing off*, and surrendered themselves. The charge about cut- 
ting off the heads of dead men is frivolous ; besides, how could 
Sir Sidney, in his situation, abolish the practice \ and it is urged^ 
with some effrontery, by the man who had a short time before 
butchered in cold blood near 4000 Turks. The abusive part is 
too low to be noticed ; but I will exalt the vi^orious advenary tf 
Buonaparte even higher than his chara^er has yet reached, by 
relating, that w^en Sir Sidney found the French had raised the 
siege of Acre, he instantly sailed for Jaffa, oflT which place he 
stood close in to the shore, and saw a body of the enemy filing into » 
the town* Immediately he cannonaded what he supposed was an 
enemy, and his shot evidently did considerable execution; at 
length, by his glass, he perceived that the column which he was 
attacking consisted only of wounded and sick men riding on ca« 
i^els, almost all of the soldiers having bandages on some of their 
limbs ; ^when he directly ordered the firing to cease, and allowed 
the whole convoy to pass on unmolested ; — a trait which must pro* 
cure for him the gratitude of FrenchmeDi an4 the love of his own 
couotrymca. 
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and, instead of returning as a conqueror, to re- 
tire lite a fugitive. His last efforts were worthy 
of him i they were dedicattJia revenge. No longer 
hoping to gain the town, he bravely tiestroytd 
the aquedii^, bombarded the principal buildings 
and used his utmost endeavours to reduce tbe 
palace of Dgczzar to a heap of ruins. After * 
siege from the 20tb of March to the 21st of May, 
conducted wiih treachery and atrocity without 
advantage, and conduced without honourj Buo— ^, 
napartc commenced his retreat. His artillery, 
the wounded whom he had not time to poison] 
were embarked in country vessels, to be con- 
veyed coastwise to Jaffa; but Sir Sidney Smith, 
placing himself between that place and Damli 
the crews, destitute of all necessaries, even 
provisions and water, steered dirciftly towards the 
British £eet, relying on the honour and huma- 
nity of the English commander, and execrating 
and deploring the want of those qualities in thetr 

Previous to his retreat, Buonnparte addressed 
to his troops a proclamation iilled with futile 
boasts, false assertions, and delusive consolations. 
He cBmpHmeiited them on having traversed the 
Desert which separates Asia from Africa, witit 
. more i-apidity than an army of Arabs ; destroyiJ 
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the army intended for the invasion 6( Egypt ;. 
frustrated ah intended attack on Alexandria | 
and thottgh hot a handful of men^ carried on the 
war for three months jfn the heart of Syria. 
•* You have taken," said he, •* forty field-pieces^ 
fifty^tandards, and six thousand prisoners; rsxid 
tiie fortifications of Gaza, lafia, Caiffii, andAcn. 
In a few dajs you might have htiped to take the 
Pacha in the midst of his palace ; but, at this 
reason, the capture of the castle of Acre is fto$ 
^tvortb the loss even of a few days; besides, the 
brave men whom I must lose iu the exploit are 
wanted for more essential operations." These 
boasts, with the vengeance of lurning villages and 
harvests, and shooting the Napiusians whom be 
-itok prisofun'Si were the only consolations of Buo- 
naparte during his march* Such was the close 
of an expedition, the success of which Buona- 
parte had anticipated with a profane threat^ that 
furnishes the world with a curious specimen of 
the piety of the most Christian Consul, Ali-Buo* 
napartc. The priests at Jerusalem told several 
British travellers, that Buonaparte had said, that 
■should he ever obtain possession of Jerusalem, 
be would plant the TREK of liberty on the spot 
on which' tl^ cross of Jesus stooJ^ and would 
'bury the first French Gkemadi£& who should 
VOL, u* o 
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ftU in the aUaci, in the TOMB of mr BLESS*" 
Saviour ! 1 ! 

His approach to Cairo was a moment of a>^ 
xiety and appreliensioi], — embarrassed as be v^^ 
with dangers which required atl his audacity C 
face, and all his cunning and fortune to averC- 
In a boastful letter, whidi was read in the Ii»— 
atitutc, he had used these expressions : " In threes 
days I shall be at Acre ; whin you tpeti this, k^ 
dsiired that Dgezzar Pacha is no mare." No— ^■■ 
thing was left for him but to veil his disgrae^^ 
under the appearance of triumph, and assume th^^ 
deportment, not of a leader returning discomfiui^ 
and disappointed, but of a real conqueror. Or— ■ 
ders were accordingly dispatched to the govern- 
ment at Cairo, to prepare illuminations, tri- 
umphal arches, and a festival for the Conquerors 
ef Syria and sf Dgezzar Pacha. The troops, who 
had despondingly anticipated a different recep- 
tion, whose murmurs against the man who had 
planned their expedition amounted to mutiny, 
whose expressions even menaced death to him, 
as an atonement for their seven thousand com- 
rades who had perished, saw with surprise the ho- 
nours paid to them j heard their chief and them- 
selves styled conquerors ; and, in the delirium 
of vanity, forgot tUcir injuries and defeats. The 
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next morning Buonaparte, assured of the inr 
toxication still continuing, assembled the renv* 
nants of his army' on parade, distributed rewards, 
then moved forward a battalion of grenadiers^ 
whom he upbraided with having refused to make 
another assault on Acre, and sentenced them to 
carry their arms slung behind till their charac- 
ters were retrieved. This extraordinary stroke 
of policy converted many of Buonaparte's de- 
traftors into admirers. They confessed his know- 
ledge of the nature and charafter of French 
slaves, when in a few hours he could so improve 
his situation, and re-assume his influence, as 
to disgrace those very men, who the day before 
would, with the applause of their comrades who 
now approved of their dishonour, had he ut- 
tered a word of censure, have instantly assassi- 
nated him. 

From this period, till the time when he added 
desertion to his other crimes, Dessaix continued 
viftorious in Upper Egypt, and Buonaparte him- 
self defeated 8000 Turks who had captured 
Aboukir, of whom, although 2000 were saved, 
with his usual veracity he declared, in his re- 
ports, the number of killed and drowned amount- 
ed to seventeen thousand men. This achieve- 
ment terminated the miliary exploits of Buo- 

i TCi.^"«\ft. 
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nsparte in Egypt. The eflfrontery and ascen- 
dancy of his ebarafler, the celebrity of his nimci 
and dextrous application of his talents to itc 
purpose of maintaining his authority, were in- 
sufficient to prevent the formation of a formi- 
dable party in his own army, who were dissa- 
tisfied at seeing the honour of France larnishei 
"by his wunton barbarities; while the troops 
seemed doomed to be sacrificed to the pursuit O* 
a conquest which would never be thoroughly 
achieved, since every new success led only tc 
the formation of more extravagant and diffusive^ 
designs. It has already been said, that on Buo-— 
naparte's return from Syria, the physician whc^ 
had refused to administer poison accused the ge- 
neral, in a .full assembly of the lustitute, of 
treason against the honour of France, her chil- 
dren, and humanity. The spirit of intpiry and 
resistance thus disclosed, and a conviction, de- 
rived from the conduit of the troops at Acre, 
that a time might come when liis commands 

, would not be sufficient to ensure general obe- 
dience, powerfully stimulated him to the ac- 

■ complishment of the wishes that he had alwajs 
entertained of returning to France. To these 
motives were added others arising from intelli- 
"eace that he had received, ot t\ve.-s\SXoT\.i 
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PVBS of the Allies in Italy, which totally do 

Mniyed ail hopes of succour from France for the 

wray in Egypt. When Buonaparte had fully 

resolved to quit his deluded comrades, whom he 

M often and so solemnly had promised never to 

we before he carried them back agMn to 

'"fance, he prepared for the execution of liis pro- i 

jefts with the utmost secrecy, knowing that the 

''iglitest suspicion of his design must have proved 

'stai to bim. He ordered Rear'admiral Gan- 

'Ixcaume to equip, and keep in readiness for lai]- 

'■•*»g, the frigates which remained in his possession, 

^tid to give notice the moment the combined Bri- 

ish and Turkish squadron should quit the coast* 

^l?he desired intelligence reached the General on 

^hclSth of August, at six o'clock iiithe evening: 

St nine he dispatclied orders to those who were 

^o share in the dishonour of his desertion, and 

to accompany his iiight, to hold themselves in - 

readiness to set out at midnight to attend him 

on a toar in Lower Egypt. They were to meet 

him on the bejch ; and each was furnished with 

sealed inslruftions, not to be opened till the 

moment of rendezvoiis. 

Gantheaume had stationed in the road, at the 
distance of a league from the shore, two frigates; 
and Buonaparte, having secured xVe tkJoswi 

o 3 ^^^ < 
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chest, and sealed orders for Genera! Kleber, tt^ 
paired on shipboard, attended by a few conriden- 
iial followers, leaving the army enraged, Eur- 
prized, nnd despondenr, to lament the miseries of 
(heir s!tuation,and the perfidy of their chief. His 
voyage vzs at first retarded by contrary winds, 
and was considerably lengthened by the necessitj 
of steering close to the coast of Africa, which 
Was considered as most likely to be out of the 
tracW of any European vessels, and least exposed 
to the dangers of pursuit. At length, however, 
they reached the port of Ajaccio, in Corsica ; 
and shortly afterwards Buonaparte landed near 
Frejus, in Provence. 

From the next events that attended Buonn- 
parte, it would seem as if Fortune, in the ut- 
most caprice of her reputed divinity, had endea- 
voured to exhibit to the world a splendid and ex- 
traordinary specimen of her power to elevate a 
guilty individual, in defiance of circumstances 
and in contempt of merit. It can scercely be 
lupposed possible, that a General abandoninj^ his 
army without even a pretext of orders, without 
the means of apprizing government of bis views, 
and without any strong party in the state formed 
to &vour hiin, should escape severe antmatlver- 
i or »void personal degradation, if not ^n- 
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nfshment i but at this period^ so abjeft was the 
domestic situation of France, that the govern- 
ment, possessing neither power, ability, virtue^ 
nor popularity, appeared to await with stupid re- 
signation the new revolution, which was to ter- 
minate its too protraAed existence^ while indi- 
viduals were endeavouring, with clumsy exer- 
tions, only to avert the weight of ruin froni 
themselves, and establish such a charaAer of 
Mmparative innocence, as would enaUe them to 
retread in safety from the aj^roaching storm. 
While the detestation of the Directory was ge- 
neral, accusations^ recrinunations, and denunci- 
ations, occupied much of the time and of the 
debates in the two Councils. Jacobin clubs 
mere already established at Fans and in many of 
fjbic departments. The blood-suckers and terror- 
ists of Robespierre and of his accomplices, com^ 
tag forward from their hiding-places, provoked 
laws of barbarous severity against seditious move* 
flients, and the tyrannical enforcement of decrees 
Ibr a forced loan and levy of conscripts. Th6 
torch of civil war was again lighted in many de- 
partmentsj particularly those in the southern and 
western parts of the French Republic. A sense 
of the inability of government to surmount these 
disasters was universally prevalent ^ and General 

4» ^Cra2L^'«Sii 
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Jourdan, a member of the Council of Five Huiikr 
dredj had aAually proposed a decree for deck- 
ing the country in danger, in the same manner 
us k had been decreed after the 10th of Au- 
gust, . 1 7Di2, and which had been the indireft 
cause and the direA excuse for all the crimes afid 
horrors committed during the reign of the Na- 
tional Convention. 

' One of the direAors, Sieyes, was labouring 

with endeavour! which coMld scarcely be termed 

covert, for cht overthrow of the gQvermnenti 

he was secretly assisted hf Talleyrand^ whom 

the Jacobins had lately forced to resign his place 

of Minister for the Foreign Department. The 

exaA views of these crafty intriguers cannot be 

developed; but it i» clear, thskt their past crimes^ 

with a hatred of the right heir to the crown, an 

the one hand; and 1 dread of the jacobins, whom 

they had mortaUy offended^ and therefore feared> 

i»n the other, would impel tkem to avoid the 

Te-estabUshnvHit of royalty, or the alteration erf" 

the existing system to a form favourable to the 

ferocious baiyl of republicans. Strength as well 

as firmness w^ evidently wanting to the execo* 

tive pOiwer '% and that could only be given by a 

di^kator, or a proteAorship residing in one indi- 

»idualj^ not emb^rassed by councils who had 
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^lewn that they knew neither how to use nor to 
restrain authority^ with whom fa£lion was every 
•thing, and virtue and liberty nothing *. 

Such is the true, though imperfe^ piAure of 
the internal situation of the French common 
wealth ; but if this was dreadful, the external 
adtions and transactions of the French govern* 
-xnent, and its generals and troops, were as con- 
temptible, dishonourable, and disastrous. The 
Congress at Rastadt had proved to all the world 
the bad faith, the dangerous pretensions, and the 
ambitious views of the Dire^ory ; and the vie- 
-tories of the Allies in Germany and' Italy were 
convincing evidences, of the weakness, disaffec- 
tion, or disorganization of the republican ar- 
mies. The people, therefore, when fortune 
landed Buonaparte in France,, far firom inquiring 
into the causes of his past condudl, were, happy 
to suppose that he, brought the means of termi« 
nating their present misfortunes and disgraces;, 
-they flattered themselves that their destinies were 
in his hands, and that the success which had for- 
merly attended his banner in Kaly would again 
be extended over the whole country. His arrival 
in Paris was therefore hailed as a great na- 
tional 

^ Sec Hifltoire du Dlre^irc Executif, and Dmdoiuurd's < .'utury^i 

S 
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txonal deliverance ; and he became the centre ^ 
those intrigues which seemed* to receive th^^^ 
final san£lion aiid guarantee from the addition ^ 
his name. The two Councils prostrated thenT^" 
selves at his feet, and gave a splendid and %0^ 
lemn banquet in honour of his return, in th ^ 
church of St. Sulpice, called, since the Revola — 
tion, the Temple of Viftory. At this fete th^ 
Direftbry and the members of both Councils at^ — -* 
tended; but, although the efforts of art and tast^^ 
were exhausted in rendering the scene illustri-^ 
oas and agreeable, and the fraternal banquer 
sumptuous and animating, the general aspeft o: 
the guests was replete with constraint and em- 
barrassment. Suspicions prevailed on all sides \ 
the machinations for the new overthrow of the 
Government and Constitution were ready to be 
carried into execution; Buonaparte appeared 
only for a moment in the hall, and retired ; im- 
pressed, perhaps, with the fear which was never 
afterwards absent from his mind, that in some 
morsel or some goblet, to be presented by the 
hand of treachery or vengeance, he might swal- 
low his death. 

At length, three days after this fete, which, 
to please a new-converted Mussulman, had pro- , 
^ed a Christian churchy and after many secret 
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interviews had taken place with Sieyes, Talley- 
rand, Fouche, Volney, Roedercr, and other .co9»« 
spivators, Buonaparte determined to bury the 
OireAorial Constitution amid the ruins of the 
four former ones, which, since the RevoIutioii» 
had made France wretched, and troubled Eui'ope; 
and to ercA from their rubbish K code of go- 
vemment, which his bayonets should proclaim^ 
his bayonets enforce, and his bayonets protect or 
change, according to his whim, passion^ or ca- 
price. To achieve this, it became indispensably 
necessary to remove the scene of adlion from 
Paris, where both the loyal adherents to mo- 
narchy and religion, and the guilty partisans of 
a Revolution which had annihilated the throne 
with the ^Itar, were still numerous and power- 
ful. The leading members of the Council of 
Ancients were therefore gained; and, to conceal 
the real plot, a suppositious one was feigned, in 
consequence of which the Legislature assembled 
at St. Cloud* An attempt was then made to 
seduce the Council of Five Hundred;. but as 
the majority proved refraftory, the Corsican 
Buonaparte, imitating the conduA of the Eng- 
lish Cromwell when he dissolved the Long 
Parliament, and overturned that commonwealth 
which he had sworn to preserve, recurred to vio-» 

6 \CBRfc^ 
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lence. The representatives of the French people 
"wrerc driven from their seats by the deluded sot 
difers of a foreigner ; three consuls were subsil- 
luted in the place of a direftory of five ; and a 
ridiculous Senate, an enslaved Legislative Body, 
and a mock Tribunate, succeeded the Councils 
■of Ancients and of Five Hundred. 

Before this usurpation was effected, he had as 
much flattered all parties, as he has since deceiv- ^ 
ed [hem. By lue kno'.v-n connexion with Sieyei -i 
and Volney, the republicans hoped foe what he^ ' 
the day hfotv l/.r Rc-uolutio/i, had so solemnly pro- *' 
raised, a' Republic founded on. true Ubcrty, on ii 
civil liberty, on equality, aiid on national repre- - 
scntation." His intimacy with Talleyrand and i 
RcedcrcF, and the hiats that he threw out, \ 
caused- the constitutional royaUsts to hope for a I 
revival- of a' constitutional monarchy; while his I 
past transaflionB at Toulon in I79a, and at i 
Paris in 1795, and liis present consultations with ' 
Fouche of Nantes, and other notorious terrorists, ] 
made the Ja£ol«ns believe in the re-establish- | 
ment of the anarchical conventional code of the 
year 2, and the return of the reign of terror. He ) 
therefore experienced but little resistance cyen 
from tbe Jacobins, wJio otherwise on all ocot- 



NAPOLEONS BUONAPARTK 301 

wnSf have exhibited more energy and determi* 
nation than the rebels of other factions. 
.' But if General Buonaparte had imposed upon 
them all^ the First Consul tried to reconcile them 
by an equal distribution of places and lucrative 
employments^ and by mixing in the same Senate 
and Councils^ the royalist and the demagogue^; 
.the aristocrat and the democrat $ the republican 
and the terrorist ; the moderate and passive ad-» 
jnirer of the Revolution, and the extravagant^ 
desperate, and a^ive jacobin. Sieyes has said 
XBore than once, that the whole revolution, or, 
rather> all the revolutions, have been nothing but 
continual change of places j and that ambition^ 
plots, and intrigues for places^ have been the first 
and only movers of French patriotism j the only 
wish and call for a liberty equally proscribed 
by all the heroes of the diiSerent revolutions for 
these last fourteen years. This heterogeneous 
composition, of chief intriguers and pretenders 
■forplaces» has therefore- already preserved the 
consular revolutionary constitution longer than 
any of the preceding ones. It has besides, hj 
preferring affluence to rank, and slavery to liberty 
and equality^ made the power of the usurper un* 
limited^, and the actions of the consular tyrant 

.un« 
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tincontfx>IIabIe ; so that alll^rench citizens^ whom 
neither placed 'caii make courtiers^ pensions can 
nilence, nor money bribe, t!w Temple, the miK» 
taxy commissions, the guilloKne, or Cayenne, 
remove out of the way, or bury their clamors, 
murmurs, disaffeAions, or complaints. 

Having united all the authorities, both civil 
and military, in his own person, it only remain- 
ed necessary to adapt the yoke to the necks 
Vhich were to bear it, to prevent discontent at 
first 5 and in the early use of power, to seem a 
benefa^or dispensing blessings, and not a tyrant 
imposing burthens. Yet the First Consul and 
his principal advisers, Talleyrand and Fouche, 
were not now to learn, that^ in order to retain 
uncontrolled ascendancy, it was necessary to 
Fetter the press. If the unlimited right of pub- 
lication remained, no permanent usurpation and 
(dominion could be expefted among a people 
prone to changes, disposed to cavil, and disgust- 
ed with upstart governors and governments. 

The Executive Direftory, from the moment of 
their establishment, had severely felt the embar- 
rassment arising from this circumstance: their 
utmost despotism had been exerted in tain ; 
presses had been seized, journals suppressed, and 
editors punished with exemplary rigour $ but 
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yet new jpresses, journals similar in scntimehl 
thou^ different in name, and editors of equal 
audacity and ability, daily arose. Buonaparte, 
however, at an early period of his sway, termi- 
nated this difficulty, by decreeing that only a 
certain number of newspapers, magazines, and 
reviews, should be tolerated ; and the new con- 
stitution contained not a syllable in favour of the 
rights of. printing or speaking. It is difficult, 
if not impossible, to find in the pages of histo- 
ry three guilty charafters, such as Buonaparte, 
Talleyrand, and Fouche, who had more to ap- 
prehend from a liberty of the press, which might 
alike expose the crimes of the barbarous poison- 
er, ofrfhe crafty unfeeling intriguer, and of the 
ferocious terrorist, drowner, and plunderer. That 
it has been their constant plan, therefore, to en- 
skve and fetter, in the same manner, the presses 
of the countries where French arms have pene- 
p-ated, or French intrigues prevailed, is neither 
surprising nor unexpected. 

Having thus paralysed one of the most formi- 
dable means of creating an opposition to a revo- 
lutionary government, and- knowing, as he did, ' 
that it was not his victories, but his pacifica- 
tions, not his valour and fosrtane in. t hie fields but 
his former negotiations and avowed professions 

is? 
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for a. peacej that had made him popular with the 
f rench nation (which now totally disregarded 
all laurels and trophies of triumph^ and only 
sighed and prayed for the termination of hosti- 
lities, and desired the olive-branch of peace to 
close the temple of Janus for ever), he detar-. 
mined to preserve his popularity by the same- 
hypocritical means by which he had obtained it, 
and to propose the cessation of war. He there- 
fore wrote letters to the Emperors of Germany 
and Russia, and to the King of Great Britain % 

€011- 

*^ Lettredu Mioistre drs relations E-xteriSures de France, % Lord 
Grenville, principal Secretaire d'Etat de sa Majeste Britanaique 
au departement des Affaires Htrangeres.. 

MILORD, • 

J'expediei par ordre du General Buonaparte, Premier Cooml 
-de la Republique Fran9aise, un Courier ^ Londres ; ii esc porteor 
d'une lettre du Premier Consul de la Repubiique pour sa Majestl- 
le Roi d'Angleterre. ]e yous prie de donoer des ordres necetw 
saires pour qu'il puisse la remettre sans intermediaire. Cette de- 
marche annonce d'eiie m^me I'importance de son objet. Recevez* 
lielilordy I'assurance de ma plus haute consideration. 

CH. MAU. TALLEYRAND. 
Farit^ 5 Nivote, ««. 8. 

Lettre de Buonaparte ^ sa Majest€ Britannique. 
Repoblique Frao9aise, Souverainete du Peuple* 

LIBtATS. KGALlTSl! 

Parity 5 Nivose, aa, 8« 
Apptli par le rceu'de la Naticn FrancaUe 5 occuper la premiere 
magistrature de U KcpubliquCi Je cmt convinable% en entrant en 

charsej 
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cdiUsdning the ustial bombastic expressions of 
the deceitful revolutionary cant, and declaring 
bh abhorrence of war ; though war alone had 
dragged him from bis obscurity^ and made him 
every thing. The first words in this letter 
which struck the eyes of lawful Sovereigns were^ 
LiBBHEtTT and Equality ! As this was the 
Accustomed etiquette of the former republican 

usurpers 

^^lArgea 4'en faire direSlement part \ votM Majesty. La guerre qui 
^epoia hnifant ravage les quatre partici du moDdCt doit clle etit 
^tcmelle ? N*est il aucun moyen de s'entendre 1 

. Comment les deux nations les plus eclaircs de PEorope, pu]f« 

'Sliitet et fortes phis que ne Texigent leur suretl ot lenr indepea* 

^ence, peuvent elles sacrifier & des id€cs de vaine grandeur* le bicn 

4u commerces la prosperity interieurct le konheur des families ^ 

Comment ne sentent-elles pas que la paix est le premier des lie* 

loins comme le premier des gloires i 

Ces sentimenu ne peuvent etre etrangers au coenr de'votre M«» 
iest6» qui gouveme une nation libre, et done le seui but* est de la 
reodre heureuse. 

Votre Majesty ne verra dans cctte oinrerture, que mom dtthe 
iOtcere de contribufr rfficaceme/itt four la iec§Mit foit^ \ la pad* 
fication generale par une demarche prompte, toute de confianct^ ct 
degagCt de ces formes, qui, necessaires pettt*etre pour deguioer b 
depepdance des etats faibles, ne decekot, des etats-ferts, que lu 
" desir mutuel de se tromper. 

La France, P Angle tcrre, par l*a6us de leur* forces^ peuvent long* 
tems ^Dcore, pour le malheur de tous les peuples, en ratardtr 
I'epuisement ; mais j'ose le dire, le sort de toutes les nations civt« 
lisees est atucbe ^ U fin d'une guerre, qui embHLse lejnonde en* 

tier. 

(Sign^j &UQNAPARTC. 
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usurpers in their correspondence with neiJrd 
Princes, it would not deserve any observation, 
h^d not the petty vain-glorious Buonapartei on 
all occasions, with the ferocity of a tiger united 
the vanity of a coquet ; and therefpre these 
words were neither written by chance nor bf 
custom, but to let all Europe know, that he 
pretended already to an equality with its fint 
monardis, though he had been only a fortnight 
ap usurper ; it proved to them what right and 
^fumlkyt\oxrf might expeA for the future, should 
fortune favour his vanity and pretensions, and 
jihat his intent and endeavour would be, not only 
to msnk and dishonour kings, but by snch aa 
equality to undermine and destroy monarchy it- 
self ; and as all possible power could never pro* 
'cure him the equal respeA due to legal princesy 
nor the equal regard customary between here- 
ditary Sovereigns^ his constant plans and plots 
would be to force them to descend to a level 
with him, a^ he can never ascend to an equal 
elevation, birth> and prerogative with them. 

By addressing this letter to our Eling himself, 
Buonaparte likewise deserted the regular forms 
of diplomatic proceedings : Lord Grcnville thcre^ 
fore very properly answered Talleyrand, by ob- 
serving, ** that the King> seeing^ no reason for 
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departirfg from the forms of transafting affairs 
bet>vcen foreign states, which prevailed through- 
out Europe, had direAed him to answer the pro- 
positions of the First Consul by a note to his 
minister.** He traced the conduft of France 
from the origin of the existing hostilities, and 
noticed the repeated assurances made by every 
succeeding government of pacific intentions^ 
whilst all their aBs were replete with aggressions* 
** The new government had given no proofs of 
a disposition to adopt a different system, nor 
could any certainty be given of its stability. 
The best assurances which Great Britain could 
receive of the formation of a regular government 
in France, would be the restoration of that race 
cf princes, which, for so many ages, had pre- 

^ served the Frenth nation in internal prospierity, 
and in consideration and respeA among foreign 
powers. But although such an event would ob^ 
Tiate every obstacle, his Majesty did not consi- 

' (dcr it indispensably necessary to the attainment 
of a safe and durable peace \ but whenever he 
should be of opinion that the security of his own 
dominions f and those of his AllieSy and the gehertd 
security of Europe ^ could be attained, he would 
eagerly seize the opportunity to concert with 
his Allies the means of an immediate and general 



i 
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pacification. Hitherto no such security existed t 
and nothing remained for him to do, but to pro* 
secutc, in conjunftion with the other powersi a 
just and defensive war." 

At the very period when Buonaparte held the 
language of peace to Great Britain, his ministers 
at Berlin, Stockholm, and Copenhagen, and his 
emissaries at Su Petersburgh, were proposing and 
preparing the plan for that Northern Coalitioa 
against the British empire, which twelve months 
afterwards was concluded^ and which Lord Nel* 
son's viftory dissolved. Our ministers, therefore^ 
judged rightly of the First Consul's sincerity in a 
negotiation o£fcred and undertaken only to shew 
his consequence abroad, to preserve his popula* 
rity at home, and to lull, if possible, England 
into a fatal security, or to lessen the vigorous ef- 
forts of the late ministers to crush to pieces the 
French revolutionary monster, as the only cer- 
tain means of terminating with honour,^ advan- 
tage, and safety, a war which it alone had pro- 
voked and commenced. 

The attention of Buonaparte was next occu- 
pied by the disturbances that had taken place in 
the western and southern departments, and which 
seemed to augur a renewal of the Vendean con^ 
BUk* Not satisfied with preparing an army to 

subdue 
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subdtie'ifixe insurgents^ his natural inclination^ 
so well corresponding with the cruel and Ma- 
diiavelian counsels of Fouche^ made him re- 
solve by tjribtt, threats, intrigues, and murder, 
to finish what ke called an impious tvar ; and by 
gaining Over or disuniting some of the royalist 
chiefs, he hoped to be enabled bravely to butcher 
the remainder without resistance, when either 
deserted or betrayed. Thus when d*Aotichamp, 
Bourmont, Chatillon, and Fourmontj received 
three hundred thousand livres each, the loyal 
smd incorruptible Frotte was betrayed and shot, 
though with a republican safe-cotiduB in his 
pocket*. If any doubt should remain of Buona- 
parte's humane, generous, and conciliating mea- 
sures in the insurgent departments, the following 
lines, extrafted^ from the mandates which he 
sent to his military commissioners and to his /tf- 
nfying generals, will dispel it : they were ordered 
•* to shoot every royalist tvho sl^ould he found tn 
armsy and also every person liable to suspicion y 
nmthoitt sparing vither age or sex ! — to strike 
those luho negotiate — to hill those who hesitate or re* 

list f I r' 

Having 

* The particulars of Frotte*3 capture are related in Fouche'9 
fife: as the author had it from the Tt¥uU\c%ivO«tkfi.tA^viis&:^^\V 
xnaj he dcpeaded nfoa* See rol. i. p^^it i^\« 



gio REVOLUTIONARY PLUTARCH. 

Having, in .s^ch a noble manner quieted or 
got rid of the internal enemies to his usyrpatioDi 
Buonaparte issued orders for the assembling of 
^n army of sixty thousand men near Dijon,. in 
Burgundy, called the Army of Reserye. To 
encourage young men to join and enlist in the 
different qorps composing this army, he issued an 
hypocritical proclamation, addressed to the pas- 
sions of the French youths, and not their rea- 
son, or to that of their parents : — 

" You are desirous of peace," says he : ** jww 
government desires it with still greater ardour f 
its most earnest wishes, its constant solicitude^ iS 
for that, and that alone. But the English mi- 
nistry, eager to debase France to the rank of d^ 
secondary ponver^ and anxious to keep all the con^ 
tinental states at variance, on purpose to seiz 
on their spoils, still reje<ft the idea. Tlie go-^ 
vernment, however, which was not afraid t$ 
fffer^ and even to solicit this blessing, is well 
aware that it belongs to you to coinwand it f zbd 
to command it, money, steel, and soldiers are 
necessary. 

" Let all, therefore, be eager to participate in 
the common defence. Let the young men fly 
to arms ; it is w^ ht\ger for the support of a fac- 

tiortf 
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ioHf it is m h^gtr for the choice of a tyrant, that 
dxey are called upon to take the field ; it is for 
tie safety of all that is dear to them »• it 'nfor the sa* 
trtd interests of humanity, for the suppwt of liberty, 
undfor, the ionour <f France J* 

As, however, many doubted the stability of 
Boonaparte's government, and his solicitude for 
peace, while hitherto his only passion and glory 
had been war ,• and were not quite sure that iii 
fighting for an usurper they should be taking the 
£eld for the liberty and honour of France ; the 
proclamation had not the desired eff€;£l : the usual 
revolutionary measures were therefore resorted 
to. All young men, under the appellation of 
conscripts, were again torn from their families 
in the most oppressive manner, and compelled 
to serve ; but as he could not entirely depend 
upon these volunteers, he united with them the 
veterans who had fought in La Vendee ; well 
knowing that soldiers who had not objeAed to 
stain their hands with the blood of their coun- 
trymen in- arms for the throne and the altar^ 
would have no repugnance to force others to 
fight for and defend the cause of usurpation and 
rebellion. 

Through the negleA« i^^norance^ or treachery 

of 
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6! Melits, it was wiih an army thus composed 
that Buonaparte was able to disorganize and eit* 
slave the European continent. 

The different columns which composed the 
Army of Reserve marched early in May 1800 
towards Geneva, and on the 12th of the same 
month were reviewed by the First Consul in the 
neighbourhood of Lausanne. They then com- 
tinued their march along the right bank of the 
Rhone, until they reached the confluence of the 
Durance, near to Martinack. Thus far the roads 
had been practicable; but before they could ar- 
rive at the valley of Aosta, it became necessary 
to traverse twenty Italian miles of the moun- 
tainous regions of the great St. Bernard, si- 
tuated between those of Simplon and Mount 
Blanc, nearly inaccessible to man, and over 
which a carriage had never passed. After some 
dangers and great fatigues, however, the army 
reached Aosta ; which, after a very slight resist- 
ance, opened its gates to the invader. ChatiJIon 
and the castle of Bard surrendered in a few 
days. Master of these places, and the Castle 
of Ivrea, Buonaparte had before him two roads 
by which he might march to the relief of Ge- 
noa, then closely pressed by the' Austrians, and 
' bravely defended by Massena ; the one by Chi- 
NasatH 
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niiOjTurin, Asti, and Alexaiidriaj and the other 
by Vercetti, Navarre, Milan, Lodi, and Placenza. 
The first was rather the shortest; but, in pre- 
ferring the other, Buonaparte avoided the neces- 
sity of passing under the cannon o£ Turin and 
Alexandria, and gained the advantage of seizing 
the principal magazines and stores formed and 
collcfted by the Austrians on the Tessino, the 
Addd, and the Oglio, and which the fatal secu- 
rity and neglijjcnce of Melas had left almost un- 
protefted. 

Notwithstanding the numerous army that 
^Donapartc carried with him into Italy, and 
jWhich was far superior to the Austrians, he or- 
llercd and received reinforcements from General 
W»reau of twenty-five thontand veterans, cora- 
^jnanded by General Moncey; and thus bis army 
amounted to eighty-five thousand men, while 
|hat of the enemy was only about forty-five 
^ousand. 

. Although, in a fortnight after his descent from 
the Alps, iiuonaparte was placed in the midst of 
_iiis former eontjucsts, yet he was with his whole 
Army perfeftly isolated, and it appeared certain 
^hat a.single reverse must expose liim to incvita- 
Mq destruAion ; trusting therefore to fortune^ 
las^ to the number of his troops, he was very d?- 
p sirous 
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sirous of bringing General Melas to a decisive 
cngagctneni-, he did not doabt but that the Em- 
Jieror -would send reinforcements ; and had the 
Iwo armies been equal in numbers, Buonaparte, 
probably, would not have had more reason to 
boast of his campaign In Italy in 1 SOO, than that 
luf Syria in 1799. 

Genoa had capitulated on the 4th of June, 
and the blockading army under General Ott ' 
joined the chitf corps under Melas on the 9th : 
preparations were made for a pitched battle, 
which on the part of the Austrian^ appeared 
Wily an ordinary encounter; whilst it was olni- 
ous, that upon the fate of this contest depended 
'the power, reputation, and, perhaps, the life of 
Buonaparte. 

At day-break on the 14lh of June, the Aus- 
trians divided into three columns, passed the 
Bormida upon an equal number of bridges; that 
of the right ascended along the bank ; while the 
tentre followed the great road leading to the 
village of Marengo, and the left advanced to- 
wards Castel Ceriolo. After an obstinate con- 
'test, which lasted six hours, the Austrians had 
■pitied possession of Marengo, and compelled 
'Generil Viflor, who commanded the left and 
the centre, to rtttcaf, and \ua nunetnent forced 
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La^nesy who - commanded th« right wing, to 
adopt the same measure. The vidtory appeared 
complete; the republicans, defeated in all direc- 
tions, retired in confusion to the plain of San 
Guilio, where Dessaix was placed with a chosen 
corps de reserve. With this corps Dessaix made 
a sudden and desperate charge on the pursuing 
army; the Austrians were broken in their turn; 
and, after a close engagement of thirteen hours, 
nftory remamed with the French.. The whole 
l^ory of this battle appertains to Dessaix, for 
the laurels of Buonaparte had that day withered 
on his brow ; the First Consul was defeated and 
in full retreat, when this General rushed for* 
ward and devoted himself for the preservation" of 
his cotntrymen, though, by the caprice of for- 
tune, the hdtiour and advantages of the viAory 
veniained with Buonaparte while the viftor 
Cessaix was killed on the field of battle. 

Complete as this viAory was, had not Melas 
been awed by the influence of circumstances, his 
judgment dazzled by the supposed ascendancy qf 
jBoonaparte, or his faculties enfeebled by the 
teaifK>niry failureof his troops, he would nevor 
liave consented to sign such a degrading, impoli- 
tiCj and dishonourable armistice as that concluded 

P 2 . w4 



Si6 REVOLUTIONARY PLITARCH. 

and agreed on two days after the battle of Ma- 
rengo : the Imperial troops were not dispirited; 
on the contrary, they called for the renewal of 
the encounter, becLiuie they would not allow 
that the incident which closed the day entitled 
their opponents to claim the honours of viflory. 
But the intrigues of Buonaparte were more suc- 
cessful than even his armies : the great and ex- 
pcriencAl General Mclas vanished from view, and 
nothing remained but an abje^ and dispirited 
individual, ready to yield to every terror, to pur- 
chase relaxation by every concession, forgetting 
alike his honour as a general, and his duty as a 
subjeft: influenced and blinded by a debasing 
panic alone, he gave up, in one evil hour, what 
had required years of viftories and rivers of blood 
to conquer; and in aiding so, he changed with 
a stroke of the pen the genera! aspeft of afiairs, 
in such a manner, that the court uf Vienna was 
unable to refuse the ratification of this inglorious 
and injudicious compact between weakness and 
audacity. 

From this brief account it is evident, that 
the subsequent disasters and humiliatioo of 
Austria, and the slavery of ihe continent,' ori- 
ginated not from the bwtle o€ Mitcn^, widcli 
the Jniperial commander Vosv tii Gcn«i T5t«^ 
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ssux; but from the convention of Alexandria, 
which Buonaparte swindled from the trembling 
Melas. 

Buonaparte was now again enabled to ravage 
wretched Italy; and that he did so, surprised 
nobody who had witnessed or suffered from his 
former dominion over that country ; but though 
'absent only three years, he had duriijg that pe- 
riod proclaimed himself an apostate, renounced 
his Saviour, and adored Mahomet. It astonished 
even his generals and the Italian patriots, there- 
fore, to see this arch-hypocrite, after the viftory 
of Marengo, sfibA once more to be a Christian, 
1)7 -ordering Te Deum to be sung at the Metro- 
politan Church at Milan,^ the happy deliverance 
cf Italy from heretics and infidels J and dare to pro^ 
nounce the name of his Redeemer, whom he, as 
a political Judas, had so frequently deserted. * 
' At once the sovereign disposer of the immense 
resources of fertile Italy, as .well as those of 
France, Switzerland, and Holland, Buonaparte 
cxpefted to diiState terms of submission to his 
continental enemy j and to dishonour him, b^ 
compelling him to desert his British ally before 
liis forces had been conquered by French arms. 
But had the Austrian army been as complete as 
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3lg KEVOLUTIONARY PLUTARCH. 

its fidelity and spirit were great ; and the First 
Consul, instead of Moreau, had commanded the 
republicans in Germany, where a young princCi 
and not an old woman, headed the brave Impe- 
rialists, the cowardly blunders of Italy -mighJ: 
have been repaired, and Europe been yet free \ 
because Moreau, though vastly superior to his 
opponents, gained the battle of Hohenlinden only 
by his brilliant and vigorous manoeuvre8» surpass^ 
ing> in the opinion of military men/ all that Buo- 
nap;irte ever achieved, or pretended to achieve, by 
force of numbers, perfidy, and blood. 

As the valour of. Dessaiz had procured Boo? 
naparte Italy^ so the successes of Moreau in Suap 
bia, Bavaria, and Austria,, made him powei?ful 
enough to oblige Austria, for the first timcj) to 
acknowle^e, in a formal treaty, the superiority 
of France^ and to resign to the French republi- 
cans the first place among continental states, 
w.hlch it had for centuries maintained and der 
fended* But the Treaty of Luneville, if it be a 
monument of the. weakened situation of Austria^ 
is at. the same time an. eternal reproach to an 
ungenerous,, fortunate foe, who by this pacifica- 
tion told all the world, that an universal repub- 
lic, founded upon universal plunder, corruption, 
and overthrow, is the constant plan and dctermi- 
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nation of the Corsican ruler over theFrench com- 
iQoiiwealth ; more ao t^an an univeral monarchy 
was formerly that of some of the lawful sove- 
reigxis during the French monarchy *• > 

£ngland being now. the only aAive enemy of 

the French RepuhUc^ Buonaparte employed all 

Us arts and influence in exciting such a spirit 

among his own subjeAs^ and establishing such^ 

a system among the other powers of Europe^ ast 

ironld promote His views (^ crushing, and, if 

possible, destroying the British nation. Every 

c^QD^motion in France^ every attempt of expir- 

igig £i&ionSt every crime didbited by political en>. 

tfuisiasm or personal vengeance, was imputed ta 

tjie sunt agency of the British administration y 

9pd enslaved as was the French press, andpreju-. 

4iccd and ignorant as were the people, it was 

not more difficult now, than during the former 

periods of the Revolution, to dupe their credu*^ 

lity and excite their passions by the grossest ab-, 

surdities. They easily believed, therefore, when. 

Buonaparte's countryman Arena, and several 

other jacobins, in revenge for being imposed 

upon by his revolutionary hypocrisy, conspired, 

or, rather, w^rt* accused of having conspired his 

destru(Slion.. 

♦ Sec thff Secret History of the b.ittle of Marengo, printed by 
Mercicr %i Paris, iSji,ot yearix. page 3,9, 3.i|and 32. 
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, dcstruflion, and when some enthusiastic anri- | 
i republicans endeavoured by their infernal I 
I chine to rid the earth of a rebel who had lon^db* 
honoured h by his crimes, before he oppresed 
it by his tyranny, that bath these plots vtK 
paid by British gold, and planned in British 
(ouncils. To confirm the French people in their 
belief, afabricaied narrativc,tbe produ6tion,and 
worthy of the genius, veracity, and hamanii)' of ; 
the regicide Fooche, was published, and made 
use of as a political instrument to inflame the re- 
publicans against the British Government and 
Nation, by imputing to them a design totally 
repugnant to the nature of Englishmen, that of 
assassinating an enemy. They willingly accre- 
dited every fiftion, however gross, and not only 
gave implicit faith to the tale suggested by the 
late transaftions, hut were eonviticed by the official 
consular Moniteur, that all the horrors and mur- 
ders which had disfigured France in the course 
of the Revolution were direfted and paid by th* 
British Government ; that Mirabeau and Brissot, 
Marat and Robespierre, Rewbel and Barras,had 
all obtained instru^ions and salaries from Pitt, to 
guillotinei to murder, to shoot, to drownj or to 
transport the virtuous French Citizens. 
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But while Great Britain maintained the indis* 
putable sovereignty of the ocean, the efieft of 
French or Corsican hatred was little to be zp* 
prehended. To countervail, therefore, the as« 
cendancy of the British naval power, Buonaparte 
availed himself of some jesDousies- and disputes 
between England and two of the Northern 
Powers; and by one of those strange turns of 
politics^ which often derange the best proje£b of 
hitaiaB wisdom and foresight, the Emperor of 
Russia, totally changing those noble principles 
which had enthled him to the greatest share of 
admiration, from a loyal defender of all thrones^ 
was become the zealous partizan of French usur- 
pation, and the soul of a league with Prussia> 
JSweden, and Denmark, fabricated under the au- 
spices of Buonaparte, for the ruin, as it was 
hoped* of Great Britain. As success gilded the 
banners of the Corsican, the eyes of the Emperor 
Paul became dazzled; and, seduced by French 
emissaries^ he panted to share his friendship. 
Buonaparte easily appreciated the charafter of 
this unfortunate prince ; and saw that he rather 
mdmired what was splendid, ^an pursued what 
was just; that he as often confounded fortune 
with merit, as caprice with reason r he therefore 
flattered the Emperor's vanity, and desire of 

H 5 ^rai^ 
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being thought a model of heroism and virtue, bj 
the most abjedt and incessant soothings; but 
%uch is the blasting curse of Buonaparte's friead- 
tibipi that the Russian monarch had not been six 
months connected with, or attached to this re<^ 
publican ruler, before a premature death broke 
those ties, which vidtorious crime had no inten« 
tion to respe£b any longer than interest demand- 
ed, or hyprocrisy continued to dupe capricious 
or imbecile power. Under these circumstances, 
the vidlor of the Nile^ gathering new laurels be* 
fore Copenhagen, again blighted. the hopes ctf 
Buonaparte, and dissolved in one day a confe- 
deracy which French emissaries and intriguers 
had been months preparing and concluding. 

Obtaining at the same time information of the 
vidlories and progress of the British arms in 
Egypt, Buonaparte determined to try to gain by ' 
the cunning, sophistry, and Machiavelism of his 
negotiators, those advantages for which his war* 
riors and those of his allies had in vain been com^ 
bating both in Europe and in A&ica, both in the- 
Sound and before Aboukh** For near six months 
Citizen Otto therefore corresponded, presented 
plans and counter-plans, for a pacification be* 
tween Great Britain and France^ but he did 

not 
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not sign the preliminaries before he had ascer- 
tained that no Frenchman commanded any longer 
in Egypt) by the surrender of Alexandria to 
Lord Hutchinson. 

As the perfidy of Buonaparte and his represent 
tative, in grving up Egypt only as a compensation 
for the restitution of the French colonies^ at a 
time when they were fully acquainted with the 
fail of Alexandria, has been doubted by many \ 
the author who, during the summer of 1801, vras 
a prisoner on parole at ^Marseilles, can affirm,. 
that on the 21st of September a vessel anchored 
in its neighbourhood from Alexandria, which it 
■ had left on the 1st of the same month, and 
brought the official account of the capitulation 
of General ^Icnou, concluded two days before, 
or August 30th. This capitulation was known 
upon the Exchange at Marseilles before three 
o'clock that day ; in the evening, at the play- 
l^ouse : both the prefect La Croix, and the Com- 
mander General Cervoni, made no secret of it, 
or that they had expedited couriers to Paris with 
information to government of this event. Orders 
were besides publicly sent tc) the commissary of 
marine and to the inspector of the quarantine^ 
to pr(!paire provisions, refreshments, &c. for the 
gwison .of Alexandria^ of lyhich four hundred 
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arrived on the die 1st of Oflober in the road of - 
Marseilles. The distance between this city and 
Paris is two hundred leagues, which a couritr 
may easily travel m four days and nights; no 
dtiubt therefore can remain, but that before the 
26th of September the surrender of Mcnou was 
known to Buonaparte, who, in consequence, or- 
dered Otto to conclnde a peace, which, though 
highly honourable to the good faith and sincerity 
df the British cabinet, treachery alone signed on 
the part of France. 

The impolitic eagerness to applaud Laiiriston, 
who brought over the preliminary treaty, and 
the honours (humiliating to all loyal Britons) ' 
which were shewn to this emissary of an usurper, 
caused Buojiaparte and his minister Talleyrand 
to believe that such was the want and desire of 
peace amongst all classes of Britons, that they 
might do, contrary to the interest of England, 
any thing that caprice, passion, or ambition 
should instigate or demand, to gratify humour, 
avarice, hatred, pretension, or vanity. A peace, 
or rather, a treaty of peace, was therefore swin- 
dled from the Sublime Porte, and an army sent 
(o St. Domingo. Buonaparte usurped the su- 
preme magistracy in Italy, and added Parraa, the 
island of £Iba, and tguisaivTi, w ^us wivw Ao.s. 

L 
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miTiions. All these indireft threats, to Great 
Britain, and real acquisitions for France> took 
pbce within six months after tlve preliminaries 
had been agreed to, and before the definitive 
treaty between England and France was signed ; 
and the very day after its signature, he insulted 
our country by another treaty with Holland, 
which deprived our aiicient ally, the Prince of 
Orange (the relative of our beloved Sovereign), 
of all his claims in the Batavian Republic. — 
These repeated and barefaced provocations made 
the most enlightened politicians, both in England 
and upon the Continent, conclude that Buona* 
parte had no intention to live in peace and amity 
with the British empire, and they, in conse- 
quence, anticipated a speedy renewal of hostili** 
tics. 

And, in faA, from the beginning to the end 
of this (for the happiness of the world) short- 
lived pea^ce, every aA of Buonaparte was as im- 
perious as unjust, as humiliating as vexatious to 
USX new Restraints were laid upon our com- 
merce, the dfbts due ta British sd]^£U were 
l^ver paid, and all British travellers (with some 
ie;w political or patriotic exceptions) were either 
vexed, insulted, plundered, or arrested \ the re- 
prcsentzdMC of pur tu^iou^ ^ v?t\^ ^ >^^ \sya^^\. 
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of its members, felt the cfFe£ls of Buonaparte's' 
unmanly and ungenerpus hatred toward this 
country; and, as if afraid that his audacity and 
ill-will should not be sufficiently known through- 
out Europe, the political monster, in his official 
Moniteur, continued to accuse and calumniate- 
Great Britain, and to didlate to its government 
in the manner that he was accustomed to com- 
mand the enslaved nations of Italy, Switzer- 
hdkdj and Holland. When at last, therefore^ 
the patience and moderation of our ministers 
were iexhausted, and we were permitted to caXt 
a man our enemy who had never been our friendi 
the unanimity was greater in favour of war, than 
the rejoicing had been for the cessation of hosti^ 
Uties. 

Short as the peace was, however, it had been 
useful, by exposing in i:s true light to all de- 
luded, factious, or seduced Britons, the real 
eharafter of a man, in favour of whom many had 
been so infatuated ; whose hypocrisy was as 
great as his cruelty ^ who o£fered freedom when 
he intended slavery ; and held out equality when 
all his aJHons and transaAions had proved^ thai 
he could no more endure an equal than a supe^ 
rior. 

Wherever Buonaparte was only known hf hk 
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fame as a fortunate general, he was adnllredj but 
people of all countpes and climates, in America 
as well as in Europe and Africa, when cursed by 
his presence, or the presence of his armed or dis- 
armed slaves, soon changed admiration into de-^ 
testation — the tyrant has been abhorred, and the 
Victor hated or despised. Under pretence of 
encouraging commerce, and extending his pom 
ternal proteAion to the colonies, he ^uped, ar-> 
rested, and murdered Toussaint L'Ouverturc, 
and violated the plighted honour of the nation to 
tlic unhappy negroes, who had by their arm$ 
preserved St. Domingo as a French colony \ but 
whom his treachery made ferocious, and whose 
Talour and despair, assisted by the diseases of an 
unhealthy atmosphere, have annihilated numbers 
of those veteran troops who had escaped the fire^ 
sword, and bayonets of the English, the German^ 
the Italian, the Turk, and the Mameluke. Buo- 
naparte could not trust in France, and therefore 
sent to perish in St. Domingo, near two*thirds of 
that ill-fated ann7> consisting of chosen men> 
who had fought and distinguished themselves 
under Generals Pichegru and Moreau, but were 
sospeAed by the Corsican, with whom trans^ 
portation or death always and immediately fo^ 
low suspicion. 
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Bj the religious Concordat, which he put the 
Pope in requisition to approve and sign, Baoiuh 
parte published his own disbelief in all religicuu, 
and that he was actuated only by policy and not 
by faith ; and therefore, instead of tranqailliziog 
the consciences of the timorous, he troubled 
those of the really devout Christians, who, seeing 
a murderer and a poisoner, an apostate and a 
blasphemcF, sacrilegiously usturp the right of 
proclaiming himself the restorer of the worship 
of our Saviour, began to doubt whether it was 
possible that a God could exist, and permit 
such outrages and unheard-of impiety and 
profanation, by suffering this cruel man to aug- 
ment the mass of his revolutionary crimes, and 
witK a revolutionary religion, to profane the al- 
tars of his God, as he had already done the throne 
pf his king. 

In creating a corps called the Legion of H<h 
tiour^ Buonaparte, in a republic of equality, has 
crefted a revolutionary nobiHty, with rank, pre- 
cedence, and privileges, far superior to those of 
all former nobles, either in France or in Europci 
What causes the French people to suffer so 
much the more from these novi homines, or 
republican and upstart patricians, is, that most 
of them are men sprung from the. very dregs o£ 



the revolutionary mobs, who within these last 
fifteen years have committed ihc most enormous ' 
trime* J possessing no more education, probity. 
Or patriotism, than honour, morjliiy, or reli- 
fiion i who are only slaves to the Corsican^ 
*bat they may, unpunished, tyrannize over their 
Countrymen. 

It is a curious faft, tiiat regularly every year, 
*:nce Buonaparte usurped the throne of the 
ftourbons, he has, by some clianpcs or other» 
vnce or oftener, violated that constitution which 
. made him a First Consul. In 16Q0, the rctura 
of the emigrants and of the proscribed clergy.} 
in 1801, the concordat with the Popej in 1802, 
the amnesty for the emigrants, and the consulate 
for life; in 1803, the legion of honour — are all 
despotical a£b, and institutions contrary to the 
«ry letter of the republican code, which he, in 
1799, had so solemnly sworn to rcspeft. Know- 
ing the changeable and unsteady French charac- 
ter, he has taken care to provide yearly some 
new subjects for the speculation and occupation 
of philosophers as well as of politicians, to 
encourage the hope of the royalists, without di- 
roinisliing the cxpeflation of the republicans, or 
the hope of the jacobins. He has promoteti and 
anpioyed men of all parties^ dcccHCltivtTi oCall 



r 



330 REVOLUTIONARY PLUTARCH. 

parties, and punished men of all pariies ; and 
itma, by malcing them by turns his accomplice], 
slaves, or viftims, he rules over them all, and 
has already reigned longer than any of hb revo- 
lutionary predecessors. 

With the same cunning, impudence, and au- 
dacity, that he allures, cheats, or oppresses French 
citizens, he undermines monarchy, and, in the 
persons of iheir representatives, insults and de- 
grades foreign mooarchs i shewing that he docs 
not intend to rcspedt the prerogative of lawful 
sovereigns more than the rights of free peopler 
the independence of state* more than the laws 
of nations or eliquetle of courts. The vulgar 
language of the corps des gardes, and the com- 
manding language of the camp, are oftener beard 
in the castles of the Thuillcries and St. Cloud, 
than the decorous conversation and dignified ad- 
dress of a chief magistrate and commander over 
one of tjie greatest and most civilized nations in 
xhe, vorld. At liuonapdrce's diplomatic audi* 
ences, at 'bis miiitary reviews or levees, at the 
court circle with his wife, the ambassadors of 
emperors and kings tremble and blush, not fbr 
themselves, but for the First Consul, who so 
often forgets his ranic, and stoops to a behaviour 
and conversation wliich his lowest valet stiotild. 
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be ashamrd to make use of among bis equals, ia 

the repubUcan servaiits'*Iiall or in the consulac 

kitchen* ■ Jt is true^ the Temple is no longer ix^ 

fashion^ to teach /rivi/f^^^ diplomatic agents tho 

revolatipnarjr laws of nations ^ but the Firsts 

Consuls, in the audience chamber at the Thuil-* 

kriesj is often more illiberal, unfeelingi and un-> 

geneitNiSi than was formerly the first jAiLif^a. 

Qyrer the official dungeons in the reputdicaa 

Temple-bastile. ^ . '; 

. Wheni in 1786, Louis XVI. went to Cher-L 

bourg» he was escorted by no more than Jorty tf, 

iU iiff^gtuards f when Buonaparte^ in ISOS^ vent 

tji Normandy and Brabant, his escort oonsistec| 

of twelve iumbvd boriemen. All the cxpenceff 

for the journey which Louis XIV. made, did 

aot amount to a million of livrss, or forty«twa 

thousand pounds ; the daily expences of Buona^ 

parte and his suite, during the late journey, were 

calculated by his minisiter Marbois at the rate ol 

six hundred thousand livres^ or twenty-five thou* 

sand pounds sterling. Such is the difierencebe^ii. 

tween the order and economy of a regular and 

paternal gOYernment, and the tyrannical one o£ 

an upstart and usurper ; 2ks extravagant Qow, as 

he was formerly poor and distressed. ? 

Boiurrienne, Buonaparte's confidential sitcrt^ 

tan[« 
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tary, was last autumn dismissed with disgrace, 
and disgraced with <■(■/«( .■ some indiscreet obser- 
vations, on what had come to his- knowledge 
during the seven years that he shared th« conii- 
'dence, and perhaps (he crimes, of Buonaparte, 
was the cause of a rupture, which many thought 
it impossible, because they believed it impoHtic oa 
the part of the Corsican, in hopes to regain 
fevour, or with a design to revenge wrongs, i 
Bourrienne published a pamphlet, called Tht 
Livre-Rouge af ibe Comutar Court, dedteatid i» 
the EcammistSi and other Modern Refirmtrs. I 

Before it could be offered to the public> the 
police at Paris seized it> and the author and \ 
printer were both sent to the Temple. With ] 
the exception of three copies, the whole was I 
destroyed : from one of these copies we shall ! 
present the public with an extract. I 

Bourrienne's preface to this pamphlet con- 
tains no less than twenty-four pages, intended to 
prove the near connexion between revolutionary 
governmeut and revolutionary finances i that the 
confusion of the one is inseparable from the 
anarchy of the other ; and a decree of the First 
Consul, or a Senatus Consultus of his slavish 
senate, may as well declare it against the honour < 
«f the Great Nation to have any natiohal deht. 



L 



KAPOLEONE BUONAPARTE. S3> 

as it has already decreed and declared it political 
to dishonour the Great Nation with a Corsican 
Consul for life. 

It is a faft, says Bourrienne, which Frencli* 
men and Foreigners have not sufficiently attend- 
ed to, that since our financial quacks, the econo* 
misCs^ began to put their absurd theories into 
pradHce^ we have no more order or regularity in 
our finances, than from praftising the no less 
absurd and dangerous theories of our political 
quacks, we have received the blessings of liberty 
for our persons and principles, or the happiness 
of security for our property and possessions. So 
long as France continues to have no stable go- 
vernment, it will continue to have no finances ; 
and the French government can never be called 
stable, whilst its stability depends upon the life 
of one individual, and that individual a foreigner^ 
or at least no Frenchman, but a cruel and vile 
Corsican intriguer. 

Mella jubes Hyblaea tibi vel Hymettia natci» 

£c thyma Cecropiae Conica ponii api. 

Mart* 
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Frmmcs*, 

The annual civil list establishment 

of the First Consul, .••..-^. ^.., 24,000,000 

His wardrobe, plate, china, the 

. crown jewels that he has appro- 

. priated to his use, those plundered 

or extorted in Italy, Spain, and 

. Portugal, .„^, — ^..».... 20,000,000 

The private jewels, plate, &c. of Ma- 
dame Buonaparte, ••.•...^..^.^•...^. 3,000,000 
Her pin-money, annually, «^.,,...,.. l^OOO,0CK) 
For the establishment of Joseph Buo- 
naparte, paid at once, •••— •^••— •-; 2^000/X>^ 

A yearly pension, ....^ ^.....<^. 1,200,00^ 

An annuity to four relations of Ma^ 

dame Joseph Buonaparte, •••..••—•• 200,00^^ 
Presents to Joseph Buonaparte for 
his negotiations at LuneviUe, 

Amiens, &c m«..««^**.....«. 1,500,000^ 

The establishment of Lucien Buo- 
naparte, M M. ^^... 2,000,00(> 

A yearly pension, .m^'. ^.,. 1,200^00<^ 

His wardrobe, china, plate, piftures, 
^nd the diamonds that he extort- 
ed from Spain and Portugal, •••m... 4,000,000 
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Franeu 

Annuities to the parents and rela- 
tions 6i his hte wife, slaughter 
of an inn-keeper at St. Maxi- 

'Debts paid in France and Spain, •••• 3,008^000 

The esttablishment of Louis Buona- 

* parte) ••••««•«• •^—•^•••.•••••..«. »*^. £,000,000 

A yearly perision, •••••••••— •...—•..m^.. 1^200,000 

Debt) paid at Berlin, and in other 
parts of Germany, in 1800, and 
1801, • .-..^•. -... 1,000,000 

At his marriage, ••«•••••••••••••••••••••••••«• 600,000 

Ditto to his wife. Mademoiselle 

Beauhamois, •••^•••••••••••••^•••••^••••a* 600,000 

At the birth of her child, •••- ^. 600,000 

For an hotel at Paris, and two 

' estates in the country, for the fu<» 
ture estaUIshment of Jerome Buo- 
' naparte, .•••.•.•^...••.•.•.••..••— ••.*•••.•„ 1,500^/)00 

A yearly pension until married, •••*•••• 600^000. 

Itf^ney deposited in foreign banks, 
in the name of Jerome Buona- 
parte, ..•- • M.. 1,000,000 
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THE FIRST consul's SISTERS* 

1» Madame Bacchiochij an establish- 

A yearly pension^ .*•» m^.m..— ••• 6OO|O00 

Presents in diamonds^ Sec. ..•—•••• 600flCO 
To several of her husband's rela^ 

tions> annuities, .•.«..m««->..m«.«o SOO^OOO 

2, Madame Santa Cruce> an esta- 

blishment, .^ .....•••^....f.i... IflOOfiOO 

A yearly pension, •««m«*......«..«»..«.. 600|00(F 

Presents in diamonds, &c. ••»..•••%• ' 600^000 
Annuities to two of her husband's 

relations, ^•«... 100^000 

3. Madame Murat, an establish- 

ment, .• ^ .•-. ^.., l,000/)00 

A yearly pension, ...^....•«^m......... 600^000 

Presents in diamonds, &c m*«« 600,000 

To five of her husband's relations, 

annuities, •••« • ^ ^. 200,000 

4h Madame Le Clerc, an establish* 

ment, » 1,000,000 

A yearly pension, 600,000 

Presents in diamonds, &c 600,000 

Ditto for going to St. Domingo, »• 500,000 
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Franct^ 

To some of her husband's rela* 

tionsy annuitiesj •••- •••••••• SOO^OOd 

To Madame Buonaparte, the Con- 
sul's mother^ an establishment, •«• 2,000,000 

A yearly pension, •«•• .m..*^ 1,000,000 

Presents, &c ^..••. —•••• ., 600,000 

(As she lives mostly with the Con- 
sul, she distributes her pension 
among her other children). 
The Consul's uncle, the Archbishop 

of Lyons, an annuity, 600^000 

For an establishment, •••.•••...••. 500,000 

To pay for a library, ^ 300,000 

To eight poor cousins, and twelve 
more distant relations of the Con- 
sul, annuities, ..;.• »•••••••-• ^ 500,000 

To a butcher, a second cousin of the 
Consul, paid at once on condi- . 
tion of his not leaving Corsica, •••• 300,000 
vAnnuities to his wife and children, 

on the same condition, 50,000 

To young Beauharnois, an annuity, 600,000 
A present at his sister's marriage, ...• 300,000 
An hotel and an estate for his fu- , 

ture establishment, ..•..,*^*^ 6,000,000 

Paid for his debts, ..... .. — 1,200,000 

VOL. II. Q, 
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Francr, 

To Madarilc La PagcHc (Madame 
Buoiiap2trte*s mother) foir an esta- 
blishment, M.,.. lyOOOflbO 

A yearly peii5i6n, w... ^. 600,000 

To SIX of her relations, -annuities, .... BOOiOOO 
To fifty private- Tspjes -of the First 

Consul, yearly, • 800,000 

Barrere's name is among them ; but 
he is, besides, in another part of 
the Livre Ronge, a Censor over 
the Presis, with a stipend of 12,000 
francs. Pensions to 406 other 
persons, either distant relations of 
the Buonaparte family, or favou- 
rites ; amongst others, Ruostan, 
the favourite Mameluke, of 24,000 
francs 5 six women ruined by Lu- 
cien, of 3000 francs each; Ma- 
dame Louis's dancing-master, of 

SOOO francs, &c. &c. 5,OOO;600 

Secret service money among t"he 
holisehold troops and in the in- 
terior of the castles of St. Cloud 
and the Thuilleries, annually...... 1,500,000 

l^he Second Consul, yearly, ...-..••••;•• 2,000,000 

To his relations^ ditto, ;..;i........M..... 200,000 



Francs » 

The Third-Comul,' yearly, ...^..^^^. 1,500,000 

vil;0,bis)phildr£a,. ditto,. . 300,00a 

(^^.odsy^relatiQnSt.iiitto, •^•.«..«...., ^00,000 

f: ^\r<.i;; . (WIIVATE,) • • 

^.x^. JE^RpT EXPENCBS OF THk J^RST X:QNSXTt^ 

YEAR VTTI. 

To the merpbers "of The Coftmcil 
of Ancients, in Brumaire, year 

vin/,... ..;..:..;.,... ^ •..;. 1, 500,000 

To ditto of tlie Council of Five Hun- 
dred, ditto, .,.^ o..^.,...^. 3,000,000 

To the DireaofialGuard, ditto, 1,000,000 

To General Le Fevre, for the mili- 
tary at and near Paris, '•."•^.; "2,500,000 

To the disposal of Fouche, 1,^00,000 

The Constitutional Committee^ ;, 2,t)00,000 

For accelerating the acceptation of 
the Constitution, with addresses, 

&c , 6,000,000 

The Army of the Wesrt, during 
the negotiation with the Royal- 

ists, ^ 3,500,000 

Tor thepacification of the Royalists, 2,400,000 

To the Army in Switzerland, 1,200,000 

To the Army in Germany, „,.,., 2^000^000 




i 



To the Army on the War, and in Li- 

guria, 1,000,000 

Ditto in Egypt (Vcntose) ~...... 1,500,000 

Ditto of Reserve (Germinal), .„ 600,000 

To Adjutant Duroc at Berlin, 2,000,000 

To Citizen Otto in England 1,000,000 

Ditto for the inspections over the 

Bourbons, - 100,000 

For ditto, ditto, in Poland and Hol- 

stein, 100,000 

For diltoditco and the Army of Con de, 200,01)0 
Remitted to Madame Bonceille, for 

secret services in Russia, 800,000 

To the different members of the Se- 
nate, 600,000 

Ditto of the Legislative Corps, ........ 600,000 I 

Ditto of the Tribunate, 500,000 | 

To twenty-five generals, 1,800,000 > 

Distributed at Brest 1,SOO,000 ^ 

Ditto at Toulon, .„ 600,000 | 

Remitted to private agent ai Vienna, I 

in Floreal and Fruftidor, 3,000,000 [ 

New remittances to the Army of 
Egypt, on account of some cap- 
tures by the English, 1,200,000 . 

To Generals Menou and D'Estaign, 1,000,000 , 
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TEAR IX. 

To Louis Buonaparte at Berlin (Fri- 

tadaiiw), .„„ 1,500,000 

pttto at Konigsbcrg and Dantzig, for 

Riutia, .,.„.„ 3,000,000 

For private information at the Armies 
'ofMorcauand Augereau, ...»»..». 1,200,000 

Ditto at the Army of Interior, 600,000 

Ditto at ditto against Portugal, ..<„,.. 300,000 
Ditto at ditto in Ital^^ Switzerland, 

''Utd Holland, „ 300,000 

To totat leading members of the Se- 

oatci ,..-,.-..-...„,.. 500,000 

Ditto of, the J.cgislative Body, .-.....-. 300,000 

Ditto of the Tribunate ..„»......„„... 200,000 

Remitted -'to Adjutant Lauriston at 
'''dJpenbagen ^Germinal), ..„.„„„. 600,000 
Ditto' to Adjutant Duroc at St. Pe- 
tersburg, in Prairial, ..._ 3,000,000 

Dittp to Citizen Otto in England, „.. 1,200,000 

Ditto to General Menou, ...„„„ „. 600,000 

For the inspe^ons over the Bour- 
: Tionsin Englanii, Poland, and Gcr- 

inany, 600,000 

Among the naval armies at Brest 
and Toulon, for secret infcM-mation, 300,000 
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Fruner. 

To sixteen generals, • : ^ - 800^000 

For secret influcnca at the military 

special tribunals^ •••••^^m— •••^..«*^ tMiJSM 






YEAR X* ■■-'-.,.>. 

For the return of sonic biabops auid 

The Consulta at L7ons>..^...^.,«-M«.* 4i(MK)^M0 

To some leading Members of the Se^ * • - . . i 

nate, on the motion of tbACoik* :. 

snlate^ for life^ •••««*«-*MM*«.».M*M.f m > ' 8DO|fiO0 

Ditto ef the Coimcil of State^ ditto^ 600,000 

Ditto of the liegislative Body> ditto, liOa,Q00 

Ditto of the Tribunate^ ditto, •••.-•«• £00,000 
To the diflFerent Prcfcfts, ditto, .^. 1^^000,000 

To fifty generals^ ditto, .m*...— »«.•«— 9^00,000 

To the different armies, ditto, •••— ..^ 8^000,000 
To the navy at Brest and Toulon, 

ditto,. .-..^•.....M..^«. 600^000 

For accelerating the votes and pro* 

posing addresses at - Paris, to 

Fouche and Dubois, •......•. 500,000 

Ditto in the departments 3,000,000 

For the ynspeftion over the Bour- 

bons> ••....•••••..o. M 600,000 

R^crvittcd 
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Francs, ^ 

Remitted to Citizen Otto, ^ 500,000 

For the private inspcftion over the 

ministers, and at their ofSces, .«» 100,000 
^mtmg the military at Paris, per 

General Junot, 100,000 

Ditio in tV departments, 4,000,000 

To prove with what indifftrence and- profu- 
sloti millions are squandered avray^ and with 
what contempt the squanilered millions are ac- 
counted for, the budget presented, to the Legislative 
B9d) at- its last meetings in February 1803, and, 
fttblislied in the official Moniteur, contains tb^ fol« 
lowing condse nanatioiiy how nearjy. three mil* 
Uoas> sterling have be^ caLpendcd^ 

-YEAR IX.' : 

S2 millions expended in negotiations (poujr.. 
frcs des negotiations). 

TPAEy. 
10 millions unforeseen expences (depences 
imprevues)* 

15,505,000 francs expended in negotiations 
(pour frais des neg6tiations). 

Let those who complain of the shew and pro- 
digality of princes, who libel the expences jt- 
tending monarchical governments, who praisa 

ft 4 the 
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the simplicity and economy of republican ad- 
ministrators^ who speak of the absurdity of he- 
reditary sovereignty, and of the advantage of 
clefting rulers — let them read the above authen- 
tic extradlj and then say what France has gained 
by exchanging '4n ancient monarchy for a £i^ 
shionable commonwealth, a Bourbon for a Buo- 
naparte*. ' ' 

People who have not resided for some time ill 
revolutionary France, can form no idea of the 
disorder that reigns in h^r finances, of the un- 
certainty and insecurity of property, of the total 
want of coxifidence, of the scarcity of monejy of 
the immorality and criio^ of her government, 
and of the vices and slavery of her inhabitants. 
Of France it may truly be said, for these last 
eleven years, that 

Her slaves are soldiers, and her soldiers slaves ! 
Her knaves are rulers, and her rulers knaves. 

And, in fafl, any upstart in place or in affluence, 
who is even notorioosly known to have com- 
mitted murders and assassinations, to have in- 
trigued 

• The Author seni this extraA of the Livre Rouge to the Editor 
•f those welUconduaed papers the British Press aiid the ClobCi 
audit appeared in them boih, August i3'.h, 1803. 
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trigued, robbed, betrayed or plundered ever so 
much, is respelied as an irreproachable charaSer. 
Many good and innocent persons have, besides^ 
since the Revolution, been suspefted, accused, 
judged and condemned by former fafttons as cri- 
minals } this has introduced a confusion in ideas, 
advantageous to those really guilty and descrv- 
•ing of punishment ; the public opinion is there- 
'fore always uncertain and hesitating about 'the 
innocence or guilt of the accused. But the im- 
moral indiflcrence and cowardly baseness of the 
French republicans would be incredible, were it 
not manifest, that notwithstanding they are con- 
vinced of the enormous crimes, both of the First 
Consul and of most of his senators, of his coun- 
lellors of Slate, &c. crimes that, under a regular 
■government, and in a country where honour, 
morality, and religion were revered, would long 
ago have forced them to descend from power, 
and to renounce their rank and riches for a gib- 
bet, the galleys, or a prison ; — they continue to 
submit to Buonaparte as they did to Robes- 
-pierre, and speak of the great virlua of the for- 
.mer in 1803, as they did of the unparalleled bit- 
■Kianifj of the latter in 1793. On all others, as 
veil as on Xhe present king of faftion, the pro- 
\ ''Etitiitioii of prajse, and every degree of cnco- 

I 
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anrastic veneration, have been bestowed. Terms 
.peculiar to the adoration and worship of the 
Supreme Being have been applied to Marat aod 
Robespierre, as well as to Buonaparte ; wretches 
■all, whom it was the reproach of hum^uiity to 
ARimber among men, and wliom nothing but 
-riches- and power, fear or meanness, prevented 
-thoEC wlio published. or proclaimed their deitira- 
libn from hunting into the toils of justice, a) 
ilistnTfaers of the peace of nations. 

In a pamphlet called " La Sainte Famille," 
the following calculation is made and puV)liithei]| 
■of the n\imber of persons who had perished by' 
the commands of Napolconc Buonaparte, before 
he was firmly seated upon tlie republican throne 
of France as a First ConsuL 

in December 1799, Brutus Buonaparte com- 
manded the cannons and bayonets which killed) 
.or rather muifdered, twelve hundred, men, vi>- 
men, and children, at Touion. In O^ober 
1195, eight thousand men, women, and children, 
were butchered in the streets of Paris, by Barras, 
■Buonaparte, and his satellites. During the eam- 
•paigns of 1796 and 1797, in Italy and Garinthia, 
■according to the official report in the war^iffiec, 
twenty-six thousand four hundred mid liMf 
French dtisuii 'ncic kilkd-b^-t^«<caan(T-an 

■eofc 
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the field? of .battle, and nine thousand tbrec. 
hundred and fifty-two perished m the hospkal$ ; 
9f whpm the author of the pamphlet supposes 
(^ least three thousand to have been strangled^ 
poisoned, or buried alive, by the orders of Buo- 
oapartCi after having been dangerously wounded 
m combating for this atrocious general. During 
tJjic same campaign, according to Berthier'?, and 
other generals' reports, upwards of forty-four 
thousand enemies in arms were killed, besides 
fourteen thousand two hundred disarmed inha* 
bitants. Men, women and children, who pe-; 
rished in cities, towns, and villages giveti up %o 
pillage, taken by storm, put under military exe- 
cution, or who were stabbed and shot, or burned 
^live as insurgents, as refraftory, or as fanatics. 

Buonaparte's expedition to Egypt and to 
Syria, and the battle of Aboukir, cost the liv.ps 
of twenty-two thousand Frenchmen, forty thou^ 
^and inhabitants in Egypt, and six thousand in 
Syria ; and, according to Menou's account, 
tliirty-six thousand Turks and English were 
killed by the, republicans or by the climate. 
(The pumber of Frenclunen poisoned in the.hos^ 
pit^ by the orders of Ali Buonaparte, Menpu 
^oes not mention). During the campaign of 
^00| in Italj^ Switzerland, and Germanjji and 

ft 6 \intf i 
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until the Feace of Luneville ensured Buona- 
parte's usurpation, twenty-six thousand eight 
hundred Frenchmen died on the field of battle, 
Or in the hospitals ; and, according to Morcau's, 
Berthier's, Massena's, and Macdonald's accounts, 
liiore than double that number of enemies pe- 
rished in the same campaigns. And thus up- 
wards of three hundred thousand lives have been 
sacrificed to procure Buonaparte a rank and a 
power, of which he makes no other use than to 
confer an organized misery and slavery on man- 
kind, by a continual oppression, plunder, and 
tyranny ; by bis religious and political hypo- 
crisy, as mu h as by his revolutionary plots, pre- 
(cnsionS) intrigues, and agitations. 

Thanks to the courageous, loyal, and able his* 
tWiati, Sir Robert Wilson, who relating in ii 
style eqUiiUy pure, nervous, ele\-ated, and clear, 
ibcbftiruvcriibk fafts, has exposed the hitherto 
unheard of, or disbeheved, atrocities of Napo- 
[eone Buonaparte, and made the world mn-e in- 
timately acquainted with the principles and con- 
duit of this fortunate, but misconceived manj 
and pi-oved, that neither command nor affluence, 
neither authority nor prosperity, neither a throne 
nor' popularity, " eali make n villain grral." Suc- 
■ has sometimes meliorated the sanguinary 
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cbarafters of fbrmer usurpers. The Emperor 
Abgusms was very different from the Triumvir 
O£bavios ; but the tyranny and ferocity of Bikk 
naparte increases with his prosperity; and the 
fortunate Ilrst Consul never ceases to exhibit 
the cruel charaAer of the adventurer and terrorist 
Brutus Buonaparte at Toulon- of 1793^ of the 
jacobin and murderer Barras Buonaparte at Paris 
of 1795) and of the poisoner and butcher^ Ali 
Buonaparte^ at Jaffa, of 1799. 
' Future ages, more happy, more independent^, 
and. more impartial, will do the British Nation 
that justice, and bestow on it that admiration^ 
which, terrified by revolutionary threats, and 
gained over by regicide indemnities, some cotem* 
poraries have refused j and draw an honourable 
conclusion concerning the spirit, patriotism, and 
morality of modern Britons, from the irrecon- 
cileable hatred with which they have been dis- 
tinguished by all French rebels and regicides, of 
all fa£lions, of all parties, and of all constitutions % 
by the Brissot, Danton, Marat, and Robespierre 
i»f the year one, as well as by the Talleyrand, 
Roederer, Fouche, and Buonaparte of the year 
twelve. 

As to ^apoleone Buonaparte, either consi- 
dered ds a powerful uiurper or Us a private citi- 
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zerij'either sis a warripr or as a piditkian^ k Juis 
before been justly said, ^ That .success maf i fiur 
inscrutably ipurpbseS) cpntinv^ to attend iuiiL<r9 
AbjeA sedates D;iay decree him a throne, lu: tke 
pantheon^ but history shall xeoder •dsjured ha« 
2iianity'just1<2e') affd an indignaat posterity in«:rjbg 
talus <QBotapl£: 

*' 'file venena Coktiict, 
' .ptsui(jLui4uiauAiDC9q«ipiturna|^ 

Traaavit."* 

*^ SomereUts^n^r^ifid^shavje^tely trynafys^ed N|i};^«>n« 
B.UPfaApAttc .uito An fEmperor of the French: and .next year we 

""■."■J*'. t -.*. *••- • »«-« 

•hall probably hear that these same criminals are building tem^ldi 
and ete^iag ftUari^ for 'their worthy idoU It 
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MABAME NAl>OL£ON^ BUONA£ART£. 



** Ijt Is the fall degrades her to a whore ; 

L«t Neatness own her» and she's mean no more.'*' 



JOSEPHINE LA PAGERIE was marriea 
at the age of twenty-two to Viscount Alexander 
'de Beauharnois^ then second major in a FegimenjL 
pf infimtsry; a rank which he owed, not to Ijtis mi- 
Jitary capacity, but to his assiduity at Versailles, 
in the acte-chambers of favourites and ministers^ 
and to his reputation^ among the courtiers, tof 
, ieing an agreeable and able dancer. The mar- 
riage of tlie rich Mademoiselle la Pagerie with 
the poor Viscount de Beauharnois, was concluded 
irpm lave aod afTedlion on one part, and from 
interest a;nd necessity on the others because de 
JBksafiJiarnpi^ wa^ both in debt, .and some years 
.younger than his -wife. Both -were born^^at 
JMtartinique, rand leducated ip Frwice ; and both 
.des(;ended from juoble but ,ol)8cure or reduced 
iu&i}k$> wlvo hitd tnim{il9^t&d«l4iemselves to the 
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West Indies, in cxpeftation of making in the 
colonies » fortune, of wlticli they bad neither 
a pro^K& nor a hope in their mother coun> 

Notwithstanding that Monsieur and Madame 
de Beauharnois were, soon after their marriage, 
introduced at court, and presented to the king 
and to the royal family, yet their usual society 
chiefly consisted of persons who, like themselves, 
possessed some propcrry, no claim to eminence, 
but great envy towards tliose who with riches 
united dis.inflion and favour. Both sexes of 
Ihis society were immoral citizens, ambitious and 
dangerous iiutiguers, and the principal though 
indireA plotters and conspirators both against 
the thi-one and the altar, against the privileges 
of the nobility and clergy, as well as against the 
happiness and tranquillity of- Frenchmen in ge- 
neral. Talleyrand, Charles and Alexander La 
Methe, Bcaumelz, La Tour Maubcuge, Sillery, 
and Flahauh, were some of the persons most 
visited by Madame de Beauharnois and her hus- 
band ; charafti:rs who have, with their ladies, 
more or less figured in the French rerorutionarjr 
annals, and prepared, by their atheistical, dis- 
aSccled, and seditious conversations and writ- 
iocs, the subversion o£ lUe mw.wtUi.'i'si. ^<ne«e- 



MADAUB NAP. BUONAPARTE. 353 

meut, and the wretcLcdness of France and £ih 
rope. They were known fmitdfurff as the Freoclk ■ 
called them; or, what is the same, sticklers 
against the go vemmcnt, without cause or reason, 
i well as without shame, gratitude, duly, or po- 
licy. Among these coteries of the jwnttd cbtsSf 
or petty nobility, vice walked barefaced, and the 
sacred ties of matrimony were less rcspeiied than 
in thf first class, otherwise reported, or rather ea^ 
hmniated, as the most debauched and unprin- 
Ctpled ; though a regard to their names, and to 
the known virtuous character of Louis X\'I. 
forced many of them at least to save the ap- 
pearance of virtue, or to be discreet in their 
vices, and to avoid all scandal and publiciiyi at 
the only means of preserving the good o[nmoii 
and favour of their prince. This was not the 
case with the fimUiar company of Monsieur and 
Madame de Beauharnois : burning with desire 
to become notorious, their constant and criminal 
emulation was to obtain an infamous applause* 
to be fasliionable in the immoral French capital, 
&nd to gain renown by making the public ac> 
quainted with their reciprocal intrigues, their 
mutual infidelities, and their equal relinenicnta 
in vice and debauchcrj'. The galUnts of Ma- 
dame dc Beauharnois were therefore as nuine- 
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TQuS as they were notorious } and her vanity «l 
no. doubt ilattered, at hearing that her sunoiffl 
were the common topic o£ conversation not ta/ij 
3f VeraaiUcs, but at Paris, io the iheatTes> u nU. 
utn the coffee-houses. la March 1189, at the 
l)Ot£l q£ the Cgimtess dc V — , (the ieuiu amii o£ 
TaUeyrand) iVIad^mc dc Beauhamois said, in the 
lai'ge circle of kdics and gcuikiiien assemUi;ti 
there, and in the presence of Mr. de Beaub>r- 
nots, that, of htr nveral prsgnancitiy ■ the caiid 
net reproach htr huibatid wtk any, tff^f^ the. 
firit, luhkh m^d in. a miicarriagt. TW* sally 
wai heard, comtncnded^ and enyied t>y '^U tl^ 
hdics prescotjand ttenev'.djy yniropeted.^lHpW 
Karji by the gentlemeiu, and laughed at oi; ad* 
fflircd every wiicra, A few days afterwardij 
when Madams dii Bcatihar^Jois appeared ip. hcc 
box at the opci-a, she was saluted with the xff 
pcued applauses ai the good and virtuout Pa- 
risiana, who then irere preparing the mora) 
■ regenwfiion o£ France, of Europe, and of Uis 
world*.. 

Air. de BeauhwuHA had about this period bfloi 

chof en, by the nobility of the bailiwick of filois* 

a de- 

: la, Cbronnin Scindileusri de I'tn. i]!g> clifi, Eairici.t 
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at 4cpiity to the States^General. Dazzled by this 
honour^ and by the flattery which bis friends paid, 
to .the chaOQA of his wife and to the good din>» 
Hen of her cook, ^nd^onyinced of his owi^ su^* 
periority in dancings he thought himself a maa 
. of CQtuequeQCG ; aad^ t^. prove himself sach,^ de- 
termlMdy with a degree of impudence, as disho* 
Uponble as ineSbAual, in gratitude for all the 
fcvOQIv.and bene£i£kion9 that he had received 
6om the genorousi bounty c^ Louis XVI. to de« 
dbilDi 9iid to declare his implacable enmity fo 
tluft Sovereign and to the Royal Family. But, ia 
the assembly of the States-Genen^, afterwards 
called the National Assembly, when he a&ce?i4c4 
#ifi tribunej he read his treach^roiia speeches 
wifek an ottentatlQn which his chilling and un^ 
feding voice made ridiculous; and theoratof 
was aS' contemptible as the traitor was detestable^ 
His accomplices^ La Fayette ^d La Mi^Ci 
however, caused him, notwithstanding his w^nt 
of abilities, to be eleAed, in June 1 79 1» president 
of this National Assembly i ^nd, as such^ he 
signed the proclamation addressed to the Frencl\ 
people, when Louis XIV. was arresttid a^ Va* 
renne$» In Of^lier of the san>c year, he mad^ 
his- peace with the court, was promoted to the 
rank of adjutant-general, and serred s^ such 
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General Biron, when the French troops, in 
April 1792, were rooted near Mons. 

Beauharnois was the friend of La Fayette as 
long OS be was popular; buc afterwards joined 
hts enemy and successor in populariry, Dunioit- 
/ier; and when the latter was proscribed, he 
courted Custine, whom, when proscribed aiso 
in his turn, he succeeded in the command over 
the Army of the Rhine; which place he, contrary 
to the wishes of the jacobins, desired to resign,' 
but was forced to occupy until August 1798, 
when the representatives of the people su^ 
pended him from all funftions, and ordered him' 
to retire above twenty leagues from the frontiers. 
He was soon afterwards, with his wife, arrested 
as suspefted persons ; and on the 23d of Joly, 
1794, he was sent to the guillotine, as an ac- 
complice in the imaginary conspiracy of the 
prisons. The day before bis execution he wrote 
a long letter to his wife, in which he recom- 
mended to her, in the true republican style, hr 
children ; and in partkulat Hot It rifgtt^ ts rr- 
tstahlish hii memory and reputatiimi iy proving 
*' that HIS WHOLE LJ>E had hern fonsfcratrd it 
Urw liberty atid equality'." This revolutionary 
hypo. 

• See Le Diflionniiire Biostuhiciut, ho\. V, mv. ^iiihitnoii. 
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Kypocrisf of a man wlio had been rtrcctj rears 
a comticry and oolj four a pairiot, vili not scan 
surprisiiigy when it is coasidered that at this 
tHDC libertj and equality were Tciy fashionaok 
. wotds m icpohlican FrancCy and Mr, de Bean- 
.'•haimois no dooht intended to die as he had livedo 
a fuhionaUe man. It is saidy however, that 
when he ascended the scafibid of the guillotine, 
he exclaimed, ** If I had served my King mtb 
the same zeal and JiJtl'.ty as I have cbne his mur^ 
derers^ he ^vculd have rewarded me in a dtfft'yent 
manner** It is a consolation to proscribed and 
suffering loyalty, and an evidence that Provi- 
dence does not always permit successful crime to 
remain unpunished, that "most of the ncMes who 
revolted against their lawful Sovercii;n, have 
either perished by the hands of iheir sovereign 
people, or what is worse, and more painful both 
to real patriots, and to patriotic intriguers, are 
forced to live the abject slaves of the vilest of all 
tyrants,' and to endure, under a foi'ci<:n usurper, 
a bondage as dishonourable as oppressive, after 
sacrificing the real liberty which tiicy enjoyed 
under the best of all the French kings*. 

During 

* See Le Recueil d'Anecdotei, pag. i ^ 9. 



During the revolutibhaiT^ i:al*ecr -of '^Gt^i^ 
Beauharnois, his wife lost many of ber former 

•friends; citlier by •emigratieny as the. twb .bro- 
thers La Mcthc ; by'pxv3sa4pi(i(^5i'aS*Tal4cyrtttfd 

- and La Fayette ; or by ith^ Jgnill^tbie, ^ 'Sar- 
nave^Stllery, and Flahaoit; i It wiis, thereto^, 

. 'wbtcn at Strdsbui^h in jbly I7d3, her intemim 
to emigrate; which her hbsband pre^wniedi 
however, by sending her back fo. Paris ; where, 

-soon after, she, like him,, was immured; but not 

. in the same prison. 

It has been said, and believed every where, 
that in 1 794, to save her life, Madame dc Beau- 
harnois threw herself into the arms of one of the 
indirccl murderers both of her husband and of 
her king; and that she had rio choice left but the 
impure embraces of the regicide Barras, or death 
from the republican guillotine. That it was not 
from necessity, however, but from a vicious ha- 
bit and scandalous perversity, that she began to 
intrigue with Barras, was at the time well known 
at Paris, and may easily be proved in London. 

. General Beauharnois was beheaded on the 23d 
of July 1794, five days before the death of Ro- 
bespierre, and six days before the guillotine 
ceased to kill ai masje. In the 25th number of 
Fouquier ThionviUe's printed lists (counting 
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'^ittc ddy" Which n-iaclc her a widow) Msldame de 

Bfcaiiharhbis's name was inscribed*; and had not 

' Rbbespiwrc' perished, she would certainly have 

-^asceiided =thc scaffold in her turn; and Bafras 

'WM -flic last of all the contentional regicides who 

"cdtild' Have saved her, being himself marked out 

trpbn an interior list, as one of Robespierre's 

first viftims. Besides, when Madame de Beau- 

'Ihirnois, on the 24th of Therm i dor, or 12th 

6f August, 1794, recovered her liberty, she 

• was released, not by Barras, but by the Pa- 
' risian butcher and representative of the French 

people, the fegicide Legendre, -who khicl/y pro- 
tested her for some time in his house, where 

• she inade acquaintance both with Madame Tal- 
lien and with Barras, who, to the great disap- 
pointment of Legendre, in September of the 
same year, caused the seals to be taken off her 

hoftse 

* After the death -of Robespierre, seals vntre put on all the 
f apers of the Revulutionary Tribunal, which were delivered to the 
Committee of Public Safety. Among these papers were found 36 
lists of persons who were arrested or suspected, -and,' in the 36 
. fol'oning days, were destined for the guillotine. Barras s name 
was upon the ninth list, and Madame de Beauharnois's name upon 
the twenty-fifth. Some of these lists contained 80 names, ethers 
^, 49, &c. but none less than 32 nam^s; th«y were all. signed 
Fouquier Thionville, public accuser, and printed during hit 
uial. 
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house in the Rue de Viftoires ; and to prettB her 
in his turn, he occupied an apartment in hfr 
house, until he exchanged it in O^ober 179^ 
for the Palace of Luxembourg, and procured 
her, in his accomplice Napoleone Buonaparte^ a 
husband to cover the embarrassed slate to which 
she was at that period reduced, by her intimacy 
and connexion with him as her lover *. 

All those ladies of noble families in Frafct) 
whose licentiousness got the better of their duty 
(luring the Revolution (and to the honour of the 
sex they are not many), have made tlieir pri- 
titided daTigcrs an apology for their real guilt. 
Danger was the excuse of Madame de Fontenay, 
for marrying the regicide Septembrizer TalUen; 
of the Duchess of Fleury, for divorcing herself 
to tnarry a gamester ; of the Marchioness of 
Bourdemont, for marrying her coachman \ and 
of Madame de Beauharnois, for living in adul- 
tery with the married jacobin Barras. But the 
revolutionary crimes of the revolutionary fac- 
tions are manifest, public, and numerous enough, 
without any augmentation from libertinism to 
extenuate private corruption ; and if those ladies 
who, like the Princess of Monaco, the Duchess 
of Biron, and the Marchioness de St. Luc, pre- 
ferred 
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lerred death to infamy, deserve the warmest ad- 
miration ; those who forget themselves, when 
surrounded by the examples of the martyrs of 
loyalty and religion, and with the scaffolds of 
virtue and innocence, and who, in those dread- 
ful days ^ve loose to their vile passions, de- 
M^e to be exhibited both as a shame to them- 
selves, and as a warning to others whom future 
revolutions may tempt to future imitation and 
degradation. 

While Ma4ame de Beauhamois thus, in com- 
pany with Barras, consoled herself for the loss 
jof her husband, Madame Tallien, a beautiful 
woman, but whose charafter is as depraved as, 
her form is perfcft, was the then fashionable idol 
of the gay, corrupt, and giddy Parisians. These 
two female friends of Barras soon became rivals 
in the Scandalous Chronicles, in which were 
recorded their mutual efforts to outshine eaclx 
other ; to make conquests, and to desert the 
conquered ; to change lovers, as they changed 
their clothes; and to exhibit at the tlieatres, in 
tKe public walks and assemblies, thefr new and 
motley suitors, as impudently as their more than 

lialf naked persons '*''• 

During 

* It is well known in Francei that the n^ked f^shioa waf in-' 
VOL. 11. U 
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During the years 1795 and 1796j Madame 
TalUen always bad the precedence in the Pari- 
sian {>opularity and favour, and was the most 
fashionable idol of those times. Madame Beau- 
harnois gained no applause or approbation when 
her second n^rriage was known. Her cioice, Na- 
poleone Buonaparte, was the detestation and ab- 
horrence of allParis, where he, two months before, 
had made so many widows and orphans; and even 
his brilliant campaign of 1796, in Italy, caused 
the Parisians to shudder at the very name of the 
vidlor Buonaparte, whom they always remem- 
bered and regarded as a murderer. 

By the peace of Campo Formio, or rather by 
the revolution of the 18th Fru<Stidor, or 4th of 
September, 1797, Buonaparte silenced, without 
reconciling, his enemies. The flatterers of his 

fortune, 

vented in I794» in consequence of the executioners custom of 
tearing off ladies* handkerchiefs and part of their gowns, in order 
to uncover their shoulders before they were guillotined ! Madame 
Napoleone and Madame TalUen were the first who, after the death 
of Robespierre, shewed themselves thus naked to the pvjylic, and 
who invented the red wigs, shawls, and handkerchiefs, in imitation 
of the red shirts with which the pretended conspirators against the 
republic of regicides were dressed when carried to execution. It 
is hardly possible to invent fashions from more atrocious or cruel 
occurrences. The head-dress, a la Titus, originated from the 
executioners' cutting off the hair of those coademned to be guillo- 
tiacd. 
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fbrtone, however^ caused his wife to share in his 
triamph, and forced Madame Taltien to re*' 
nonnce, or at least to admit a partner upotn, thd 
throne of fashion, which for two years she had 
occupied without any < rival; and though Ma« 
dame Napoleonef(^/4/<n^aii/ de BeauhsH-nois) Was 
advsinced in years, and never had been a beauty^ 
the Notre DaniedesiViAoires, as the military 
called hery was more the talk of the r day, than 
Notre Damelde Septeinbre^ as . the royi^litis h%d 
styled Madaine Tallien,; on accbunt of her mar-^ 
riage with a regicide, who ,was, besides, a'iSop* 
tembrizer. : 

When Buonaparte sailed for Egypt, in May 
1798, he left his wife in greater affluence than 
be had found her in 1795: in distress at that 
period himself, he had murried her for her pro- 
perty, and not from any attachment to her per* 
son. The amiable and insinuating manners of 
Madame Napoleone, however, made some im- 
pression upon the mind of an unfeeling, cruel, 
and ambitious man, who, no doubt, took that 
for love which could only be vanity or interest $ 
and he left his wife, if his own letters are to be 
believed, with regret^ or probably with fear that 
moce riches, more notoriety, and more means to 
attraA the attention of the public, would make 

B.2 
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^n already vain ami dissolute cliaraftcr still niOM 
criinit^al. Buonaparte was not mistaken. Ac* 
fording to the pamphlet called " La Sainte Fa- 
znjlle," his mother's letters overtook him at 
Malta, with informatioH, " that his wife, the 
?anie day that she received ihfurmation of his 
departure from Toulon, had left Paris for Gros- 
bois, and settled herself witli lier former protec- 
tor Barras ; who had caused great complaint, and 
Ittachcd great scandal to the other DirciStors, by 
having deserted his duty and thoLasembourg 
for hi! scenes of dehauchery at Groshois ; where, 
besides sever;d noted courtezans, were Madame 
TalGen, Madame Napoleone Buonaparte, Ma- 
dame Killmain, Madame Guidal, Madame Grand, 
General Verdier, Talleyrand, f;c. &c, all per- 
sons whose examples it was well known might 
ruin the morals of a republic even more vicious 
than the French'. It was in consequence of 
this maternal information) that Napoleoiie wrote, 
en the 25th of July, 1798, a letter from Cairo lo 
his brother Joseph : in which he said, " I have 
many domestic troubles and family vexations} 
the veil ts entirely withdrawn : you atone re- 
main to me upon earth 5 your fi-iendship is Tcry 
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dear to zne : nothing is wanting to make me a 
complete misanthrope^ but that I should lose you, 
or that you should betray me. Such is my me- 
lancholy situation I / possess all possible senti^ 
nients for this same person^ whilst another reigns 
in her heart! You understand what I mean." 
The tender-heartedi humane, unambitious Na* 
poleone to become a misanthrope, because his 
worthy wife intrigued with the same regicide with 
whom she lived in open adqltery at the time 
when he married her ! he, who with sang froid^ 
if not with, pleasure, had commanded the mur- 
. der, poisoning, &c. of so many thousand indi- 
. vidiials of both, sexes, of all ages ! this Corsican 
• hypocrisy probably, could not dupe even his so 
-partial Corsican brother. .A man at the head 
of forty thousand armed banditti^ employed in 
plundering the country and butchering the 
. subjects of a friendly and allied power, must 
imake a very novel and curious misanthrope 
•indeed I 

, After the issue of the battle of Aboukir be- 
came known in France, the policy of Barras got 
the better of his amoiir ; and, following the ex- 
ample and conduA of the other Direftors, Jierr:* 

ther shunned than courted the company of a lady 

< 
R 3 * . whos^ 
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vho9c husband, by his absurd imprudent orden 
to the French admiral, had caused the dcstrac- 
tion of more than half ihc remaining French navy: 
whicli great national loss excited a general cli- 
mour and discontent all over France. Even the 
son of the Director Rcwbcl, who had long been 
dying of love for MademoiseUe Fanny dc Beau< 
hamois (the daughter of Madame Napoleone 
during her £rst marriage), and to whom he was 
betrothed, broke off a match which Lord Nel- 
son's viftory had made ominous *. To augment 
Madame Napoleon e's chagrin and humiliation, 
her former defeated rival, Madame Tallien, 
again usurped and assumed the reign of fashion, 
was again followed at Tivoli, at Frescati, and in 
ether public walks or gardens j was again exclu- 
sively admired at the dircflorial and ministerial 
assemblies ; and was agam appbuded at the 
opera and in the Theatre de Feydeaux ; agaia 
her pitiures were exposed in the Palais Royal 
and in the Rue St. Honore-, and again her 
beauty was siUg in the Boulevards, and at the 
Theatre 

• Neither Madame nar litr Napoleone tan forgive Guni and 
* Rewlwl fbr llielr condyS i( thi) frmd ; neither or IheK fbniKr 
- king! of (iSioa weie thtrefsn tier able to pracmc a place in iha 
Coot u Jar Senate, thougViil^iWimevVecomnioiiKti'^OL^feiievwi 
lAini vile, vieioui, «itupi«d, »n4o=il"' 
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Theatre dc Vaudeville. To console herself for 
80 many misfortunes^ which the troublesome vi- 
sits of her own and her husband's creditors did 
^ot diminish) Madame Napoleone resigned the 
pleasures and delicious pretensions of her bou^ 
imrs^ for the deceitAiI golden prospeA of the 
g»njng tabk) and fer the petites soupees of the 
gamester^ where Burgundy and Champagne 
made her often forget, with herself, both Barras 
and Napoleoiie, and the roaleaus of Louis*d'ors 
tA which an unkind fortune had deprived her. 
In the spring of 1799, Madame Napoleone was 
reduced to such distress, that not only the dia- 
jnonds and jewels which her Napolecme had col- 
lected for her in Italy were in the hands of pawn- 
brokers and usurers, but an execution in her 
house was only prevented by the thm^ anonymous 
pecuniary assistance of General Morean. If the 
Scandalous Chronicle can be believed, and the 
reports in the Luxembourg ciirt^ wei^js true, 
Madame Napoleone tried all- sorts bf- expedients 
to extricate herself froift her diiiiculti^s ^ and 
even to raise succours for her present w^ts and 
extravagance, upon the ruins of her former at* 
tractive, but now faded charms \ 

■ » 

* See La Sainte Famille, page 40. 
& 4i 
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When the spoiled child of fortune, Napoleone 
Buonaparte, from an infamous deserter became 
a powerful First Consul ; and wlieo viflory and 
the peace of Luneville and of Amiens had re- 
spected the claims of bis usurpations, Madame 
Napoleone had not to fear any rival upon the 
throne of fashion, more than her husband had 
upon the republican throne of France. It was 
now, therefore, no longer a question about the 
petty intrigues of the petty boudoirs, of the petty 
cabals of the petty minor beauties, such as Ma- 
dame Tallien, Madame Reeamier, Madame Mar- 
mont; the first Consul had decreed, " that 
Madame Napoleone, in the castle of queens, in 
the apartments of queens, with the treasures of 
queens, and with vices and vanity above all 
queens, should play in a decf/it manner all the 
parts of a queen." To begin this task, all for- 
mer familiar acquaintances were to be set aside, 
thereby convincir^ the republican world, that at 
the age of forty-six, Madame Napoleone was 
bom to he a queen, to give splendour to the 
throne of a queen, and to do honour to the rank 
of a queen. Madame Tallien therefore received, 
through the prefefl of the palace, Duroc, orders 
not to appear any longer at the castle of the 
Thuillerics j Madame Napoleone not being able 
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endure the presence of a woman who had two 
duldren during her husband's absence*; any 
more than the First Consul, who had been a poi- 
soner and Septembrizer only at Jaffa, could suffer 
tbe fiatemity of his friend Tallien, who had been 
a regicide and Septembrizer only at Paris. 

All old debts and demands of money,, M an^ 
cant pretensions to £uniliarity, and all pdblie 
-compkunts for injury^ negledk, or ingratitude, 
were privately settled by Citizen Fouche, in the 
Temple at Paris, or by his satellites, in the wilds 
of Cayenne* 

This done, it yet remained for her to be in^ 
struAed in the etiquette of queens and of courts; 
for Madame Napoleone had only been four times 
in her life at the Court of Versailles, and not 
above an hour each time. Napoleone himself 
had now regular lessons from the aflor Talma, 
to declaim and talk like a king \ from Vestris, 
to salute and dance like a king ; from Benezeth, 

to 

• When Duroc deUvereil hfs message^ Madimt TalUeo aaid^ 
.** TtWyour mistress^ that if all Paris koowa that I bad two chil* 
dren duriug TalUen's absence in Egypt for near four years, her 
miscarriage during General Buonaparte's absence of only tikteen 
months, has been admired by all Paris as theiastefibrtl^f aaturf 
w an old ivanaxu"-- L0 Sainte Famiiit, page 44. 

E5 
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CD cat Mki drink Uke a kingi firom TaUqrrandf 
to confec and negouate like a khig | and firom 
Scgpr^ tD Hnflcy to sdcczc^ and to sneer like a 
king. To ]nttni& Madame Naqxdeancy after 
ksi^ co ri M hatio p with Mv^«ni? Gcnlis, and 
with Madamr Scael, all the former coort ladiet 
«1m> escaped the repeblican gaillotine were pat 
in a itale of requisition i hot to his great disap- 
pointment, hearing stt the Tfaoineries the con- 
tinuance of the language of the Rue des Vic« 
toircs, the First Consul discorered that those h^ 
dies had conspired to make his spouse a ridicu- 
lous gossip, instead of an amiaUe and elegant 
queen. After ordering these female conspirators 
thurtj leagues from the Thuilleries, the faithful 
servant of all work, Fouche, was again applied 
to, and, bj the aftivity of his agents of police, 
,aKaf spies, found out a lady, whose patriotism 
to serve the cause of the Revolution, or, what 
is the same, the cause of Buonaparte, could not 
be doubted. Madame Campan had, at the be« 
ginning of the Revolution, a place as chamber* 
maid to the late queen of France ; which she 
lost in June 1791, as a person more than sus« 
peded of having given La Fayette and his ac- 
complices information coxiccttdxi^ iha i^re^ara- 
« of Louis XVI. axid Ifiim^ Kiix»v3c«xx^ ^q 
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their unfortunate journey to Varennes. Since 
that period^ Madame Campan had resided at 
Versailles, ndiere she kept a republican board- 
ing-school, in which the Sunday of the Chris- 
tians had given way to the revolutionary decade ; 
and under her care Mademoiselle Fanny de 
Beauhambis had been educated for some time. 
The lessons of Madame Campan had a wonder- 
ful effeA upon the superannuated genius, man- 
ners, and alluremeixts of the superannuated per- 
son of Madame Napolcone, who, to the visible 
satisfadion of her Consular husband, was in a 
short time as accomplished a queen as he was a 
king*. 

In the French republic of equality^ to be pre* 
sen ted to this republican, queen, a certificate of 
presentation at the court of his own sovereign, 
was as indispensable for a foreigner^ as it was 
for him in the French republic of liberty^ if he 
wished to avoid imprisonment, or interruption 
on the high roads or ii^ the streets, to be always 
provided with a pa^s in his pocket* The. du^y^ 
discretion, and judgment . of the foreign. 4ipW 
Qiat^ agents. we|-^ never confided ii^.^; c^ificatei 

and. 

«. . * Sec La 8kiAteM«miIli, v^A%* 




and passes must Ije produced^ inspefted, revised, 
and approved at the office of Talleyrand, at the 
prcfedlure over the palace, as well as at the pre- 
fedlure over the police, before the drawing-rooia 
of Madame Napoleone could be entered. With 
such severity was this regulation enforced, that 
when the agents from the Imperial cities, Ham- 
burgh, Bremen, Lubeck, Frankfort, and Nu- 
remberg, demanded to bow before Madame Na- 
poleone, they were not admitted till a whole de- 
cade had passed in consultations and deliberations: 
an express was sent to Versailles for Madame 
Campan, and to the Theatre Fran^aisc for Ma- 
dame Raucourt ; the Court Scdlion of the Coun- 
til of State v/as convoked, and obUged to give 
their written decision, that " an exception for 
producing court certificates was adntissible iiidy 
iat the deputies of the Imperial cities, btctaut- 
their sweriigit eilaens had tig courtSf no khigt, and 
no queens*. 

It was after the peace of Amiens that Iltion»- 
parte first put in renuisitioH the Senate, Coun- 
cil of State, Cardinals, Bishops, Judges, Tri- 
buneSf Prefers, Legislators, and his whole pack 
of 
■ See Lit Nouxilti 1 l> Main, Thermit, an 
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of revolutionarj gentry, to praise the beauty, 
modesty, and virtue of his wife, as much as bis 
own humanity, greatness, and generosity* But 
it was between the preliminaries and th^.defini* 
tlve treaty with England, that the First Consul, 
in his noisdomy decreed the exhibition of his wifct 
to the best advantage, during his journies to the 
provinces \ he therefore dragged her with hi0>to 
the Italian Consulta, at Lyons, in January 1802, 
where she was officially complimented. It was, 
however, in his journey of the year 1803, on the 
coast, and in Brabant, that the most disgusting 
and fulsome, flattery and adulation were bestow* 
ed en masse upon the consular couple, and where 
revolutionary cardinals and bishops sacrilegiously 
blasphemed the Creator, by styling an atrocious 
usurper His Providence. They have scan- 
dalized all Europe, dishonoured their rank in 
the church, and debased their charafters as ci- 
tizens. They have tried to degrade the whole 
female sex, by repeatedly holding up Madame 
Napoleone as " the model of her sex, of 
matitters as simple as her morals ivere pure^ wit A 
innocence in her looks £^ virtue in her heart^C* 

Thos^ 

* These were the very wordiof the Bithops of Rouen, Amiens,. 
Gheo/^ Maliaes, Bruuels, ftc, te*. 
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Those, and other republican public funftion- 
*ries their cowardly imirators, must be consigned 
to infamy without vindication, for having de- 
serted the cause of rcHi^ion and virtue, and com- 
tniited, against full conviftion, the crime of ob- 
literating the distiniftion betweea good and evil, 
innocence and guilt ; and instead of opposing the 
encroachments of wickedness and vice, having 
incited their progress, and celebrated their con- 
quests. 

Though Madame Napoleonc disposes at pre- 
sent of thousands of Louis-d'ors, as she did for- 
merly of livres and shillings, she is, by her ex- 
travagance in dress, and by her gambling, seve- 
ral millions of livres in debt. Lately at Brus- 
sels, she lost in six days, at cards and dice, fifty 
thousand Louis-d'ors, paid for her by the minis- 
ter of the national treasury, Marbois. According 
to the periodical print, Les Noimelles i la Mairtt 
of Vendemiaire, year xii. or Oftober 1803, 
Madame Napoleone never puts on any plain 
gown twice, and she changes her dress four 
or six times every day. In the summer, she 
makes use of four dozen of silk stockings, 
and three dozen of gloves and shoes ; and in the 
winter three dozen of the best Etigllsh cotton 
, stockmgSy and two dmca oS Frmdi ^■Ks. ^.ta^L^ 
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mgSf tvtrj wvk. _ Sbc never vrzrs sst "yaffihrf 
stockii^s, nor puts on raice rh* sssse pnr of 
gloTCS (v shoes. All her cineiui ^rc of tiac 
finest cambric, with bonjcrs of lace that cost ten 
Lonis-d'on each. Six dozen cf chgniscs wkk 
lace are made op for her ererr siocrlu Etoj 
. three months she exchanges her dianxicds and 
jewels^ or has thcioi nevly set^ ^ccordhig to the 
xpreyalent fashion. Focr times in the year her 
plate, china, fbmiture, tapestnr, hangings, car- 
pets, &c. are changed according to the seasons. 
She has ordered, as her regular establishment^ 
two new carriages and twelve di^erent horses 
every month : and of the thirty-six horses in her 
private stable, her master of the horse has a 
power to dispose of twelve evoy three decadesy 
to be replaced by twelve others of a fashionable 
.colour. Twelve times in the year, all persons 
belonging to her household receive new accou- 
trements or livenes. Her own wardrobe is di- 
tided every thirty days between her maids of ho- 
nour. 

Madame Napoleone has four distinA esta- 
blished wardrobes, different diamonds, &c. for 
travelling, for the Thuilleries, for St. Cloud, 
and for Malmaison ; and though she can reside 
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but in one place at the same ^time^ yet in the 
ThuiUerieS) as well as at St. Cloud and Malmai- 
soUy four chaiiges of furniture^ &c. are always 
ordered for the same period. At St. Cloud, she 
has (at the expence of six thousand Louis-d'ors) 
improved the bathing cabinet of the late unfor- 
tunate queen. By touching certain springs, she 
can command what perfumes her caprice demands 
to mix with the water ; the reservoirs always 
containing, for fifty Louis-d'ors, the finest 
odours, and best perfumed waters. By touching 
other springs, she commands the appearance of 
drawings or pictures, elegant or voluptuous, gay 
or libertine, as her fincy desires. When she 
wishes to leave the bath, at the signal of a bell^ 
she IS, by a mechanical invention, lifted,, without 
•moving herself from the bathing machine, into 
an elegant moderately warm and perfumed bed, 
where she is dried in two minutes ; and from 
which she is again lifted and laid down upon a 
splendid elastic sofa, moved, without her stirring, 
by another piece of mechanism, into an ad- 
joining cabinet for her toilet, of which the fur- 
niture and decorations cost 100,000 livres. For 
the improvements only of her luxurious, though 
less expensive bathing cabinets, at the ThuiUeries 

and 
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and at Malmaison^ the French republic has paid 
200,000 Hvres. 

Td shew her pretensions to equality with 
empresses and queens, Madame Napolebne be* 
spoke at Brussels two magnificent lace gowns, 
made after the pattern of one presented by the 
consistent Belgians to the model of her sex, her 
Consular Majesty. One of these gowns was 
destined for the Empress of Russia^ and the other 
for the Queen of Prussia. The former, report 
says, has, to the great humiliation of Madame 
Napoleone, been declined ; the French republi* 
cans^ however, do not doubt but that the latter 
will be accepted, because they remember per- 
ic^Uy well, that the Queen of Prussia presented 
%t Berlin, in 1799, to Buonaparte's emissary Du« 
rod, ascarfof the Prussian "guairds; and her Ma-^ 
jesty cannot therefore refuse a' gown of honour 
offered from the amiable wife of Duroc's master. 

As no happiness is perfeA in this worlds Ma« 
dame Napoleone, though equally adosedby.her 
husband and .by the Fi'ench Republic, has nume- 
rous and serious family misfortunes to complain 
of. Her mother-in-law calumniates her innocent 
motives for not going regularly to confession ; 
and her brother-in-law, Lucien, calls her a hypo- 
crite when she talks of confessing. Her sl^er-in*^ 
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Jaw» Madame Muratj is a dangerous rival in ex- 
travagance and in the fashions of the day ; and 
uiother sister-in-law, the Princess Borghesc, a- 
</«vii>i^ Madame LeClerc, is an intolerable mimic 
of htT juvcn'de airs, gait, and dress, contr^ed 
with her antique wrinkles, plump person, and 
worn-out voice. Sometimes, in his moments of 
frenzy, when hedoubts of being soon proclaimed 
the English First Consul, even her Napoleone 
himseir does not use her in the most tender 
manner. But instead of imitating her mother- 
ia-law, who in her troubles calls her Gon£»- 
sor and conjurors to her assistance, Madame ' 
Napoleone sends for her cup-bearer, vulgarly 
called butler, to strengthen her nerves and invi- 
gorate her courage with his all-powerful cordials, 
with his delicious wines, and with his no less 
<leliciou5 liqueurs : and while one Madame Buo- 
naparte in her calamities looks up for relief lo 
heaven, the other, more timid, more modest, 
with her downcast regards, seeks for, and inir< 
plores the consolation of her ccUor aod of her 
buffet*. 

Of the children that Madame Napoleone had 
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EUGENIUS DE BEAUHARNOIS is a 

brutal^ unfeeling, debauched young man, whom 
neither brilliant regimentaJ^, the ra^k of his pa* 
rents, nor the endeavours of his tutors, could 
ever change, or prevent firom being considered 
(as Madame de F — said) ^' a real sans-culottesi 
with the ill-fitted mask of a gentleman ; possess* 
ing the vulgar manners of one of the sovereign 
xnob, with the pretensions to be respefted as a 
man of consequence/' At the age of twenty 
two, he modestly prides himself on keeping m 
more than six mistresses ; one of them. Made* 
moiselle Chameroy, an a£h*ess at the opera, was 
killed last year when in a state of pregnancy by 
his brutality. He boasts, that when his mother 
refuses to furnish money for his profusion and 
licentiousness, by threatening her with the deli" 
cate appellation la vieille p — (an old w — ), he 
can command whatever sums he wants. He 
lately presented Madame Clotilde, of the opera, 
with a watch set in diamonds, worth 80,000 
livres, to pass the night in her company^ only to 
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gratify the rM^ffih Tanry of disrpsKnsrsnf » 
Russian Prince^ ir^ arinr-dnii' i:. l^er jlKs«i^ 
vellcs a la Mam, frszi. nua. -rus: sa/sXime, a 
taken) had alreadj paic ner rwx, ium^r^r Ijs^x 
for the sune nigitt. is i9;#l le: wsar v?^i. u^ 
regiment throng!i BsaDi,-»L ^ axii ^ tut r^tr^ 
Natiande m dctofac^an ^3is 'ii» ^^e ooAs^am 
by her i»«iAaTi?<^ wk&y ac7 ^nra^ nrfi ^ kwuc 
horse-wh%ipin^ and raxnu^ 'ua ^.-m^ nir 
jewd-box, as a a e uicjif he i vifXiC tr -^v ^i^.^-^ 
jsand Louis-^i'ony psr&ici*:^ lun. it. *^.sfi^ vKs^ 
out broken Eicbi. Tjk jkxh c:^^ "ii^t uac<«fM(ii 
coUe£bir and dcpertxuaarjiL tr^aouf'sr >«iii«t tMs^ 
two thousand Ixrjh, aric r:ut ^**-ir*;*.i •**;«*: r^sr 
•stored. In this, vianuar ttit tiuf*ifrnk',u: f^*^^^ 
ment of the FrtncL JUyuuxf: Kitupi^Ax lin^: >Kit^ 
der of foreign naaociSy a&c tUe twjui:y rif^MiuA 
from the enslaved and be^ss^ yrtv:^ uiiZ/cu^, 



* See Lefi Xwrellti L u Mjk^c« hruautMj to. jui. Nfi. ir« f«^ ^, 
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FANTNY DE BEAUHARNOIS is the wy 
reverse of her parents and her brother : amiabki 
unassuming, loyal, and liberal. She was the | 
viAim of her mother's vanity and her father^! 
ambition, when she married the stupid libertiiief 
and ill*bred Louis Buonaparte. She had nume- 
rous suitors ; but her heart was ..betrothed to a 
chief of the royalists, who, if alive, endures 
wretchedness in the wilds of Cayenne, as a con- 
sular chastiseii^ent for this preference. Even 
Napoleone himself, if he ever loved a ivonum^ 
loved Fanny de Beauhamois, or at least proved 
more than once that he was sensible of her 
beauty, ingenuousness, and innocence ; but scan- 
dal, as busy in France as every where else, dared 
not only to investigate, but to attack her pru- 
dence. She is a royalist from principle, and has 
often told her father-in-law ho'w happy he \uouId 
make her by recalling Louis XVIIL and re* 
establishing him as king of France and Navarre s 
and the ferocious usurper has smiled at a sally 



from her, wbaA 

to anj one cb& Xsciesse 7^ raift 

intends in Ins wz^ «t cessans lusr ma ir iix^ 



€ift ganun^ tSie sEsocje mxui. ^ici. -v^'im^i itgt, 
first Consot uiljkjm:^ Iksv ^ut aU^rt ^stiu'i^^ 
to several di Uicwpf ivauiiKt mtb^ \f^ <u^ S'.^'^i*^ 
Intiaii, ^nd aiabaess&s ^kic ^am htt^-UK k<m,wm ^jv 
ef numbers of dcKr:.t^ csJ^ot^L:; v^i^V; ii*;^ i>3e«- 
•elf, hare bean mradr <rp]idait ii>r tv*: r«:)/afl^4ii» 
gaillotine. 

Madame FiiiJ^T <fe £«: ?ifiar»^it . or. dfc 5iK m 
commoDlj cill^ I'Sadsts'i*: Jy>uit iiu ,#ixit^^*.<> ii 
as modest in Lo^ drtifC TiX^i W i^xi^'^ii.Kf ^ vc»»ur 
tifid in her perton zod i^c<j»ciyjji^*sC ix. iitr flmo^ 
-ncTS ; and in s rldo'ii corrupted <:-:>i:i5trv> inbd 
at a still more T*claus acd corrvpttd cvurt^ €bt 
has the courage to rcmzm unpoUmtd acd j^urc, 
and not to be ashamed either of her virtue or 
her loyalty. 

According to the Uvre Rouge, by Bourrienne, 
Madame Napoleone has, besides payment of all 
the expences of her wardrobe, &c. one million 
of livres yearly in pin-money; and her jewels. 
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&c. are valued at only three millions, though it 
is well known they are of more than double that 
value. 

Eugenius de Beauhamois has an annuity of six 
hundred thousand livres* At the marriage of his 
sister he received a present of three hundred 
thousand livresi six hundred thousand livresfbr 
his future establishmenti and his debts were paid 
with one million two hundred thousand livres. 

Fanny de Beauharnois received at her marriage 
six hundred thousand livres ; at the birth of her 
child the same sum ; and the same sum is allows 
ed her as an annuity, besides presents from the 
First Consul, estimated, at leasts at one million 
of livres per annum*. 

* Many of the particulars mentioned in these Sketches of Ma- 
dame Napoleone, and of her son and daughter, are found in Le 
Didtkmnaire Biographique, in a pamphlet called La Sainte Fa* 
mille, in a periodical paper called Les Nouvelles \ la Main, and 
jn the pamphlet called Le Livre Rouge, by Bouriienae, formerly 
rrivatff Secretary to the First Consul. 
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royalty, whocikkt t'^i/c-.i-.j i.v «: -."-.i-c : r .-- 
novatiOD) aii:! TcZ.x. 2. r^ri-itvr- :'>*• •*' " . .. .*v.'. , r ,..% 
pretend thii '..J>erTtj li :^:..~:\'\r^'. ..: r-p-r-w. ■..:■; 
and moralirvir-d "In-* l--r,'i ..ji-'j.r. 1 j*v.:i.v.M\- 
wealthj id ^udr-ti:, :>.£ -v.. vjr./.v 3.-. -,:••: i.v:ic*i 
or tiic lixc or ^ xi^'.^'^z^^^mZ l '..v.^v «.. ^ ^'t/fv^ "•'.'• 
republic; sud :h^. 5^7 t.-^^; r-;i.v,i ..ij. ;.i.r.^-.'l 
by a rebeliioL. z^ziIm: i:.: Lc^u. .:;...■•.-: i;^-., a/.d ".// 
changing aa a:::.:r.: ::.st.^:': ;: :c» a n.il.ia// 

Lucien iiacnapirie, :'.ie r.e>:: y: ui.^cr b;-w;:hor 
to Napolcone, the F:r:: Coiii-'. of i"':-?.r.:c, wa"-, 
in 1790, bov-nd apprentice to a petty retail gn>- 
cer at li^stia : £br some piiicriiigs, ho was turn- 
ed away, and joined the Marscillois Krigands, 
who, en the lOth of August, 1702, took and 

TOL. II. 5 ^\»\visx>;>i 
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plundered the Castle of the Thuillerics, and raui* 
dcrcd the Swiss guards, after treason had forced 
the unfortunate Louis XVI. and his family to 
leave tteir habitations, and seek refuge in an as- 
sembly of rebels and regicides*. 

As a reward for those civic transai^ions, Ln. 
cien was admitted a member in the clubs of the 
jacobins and of the cordeliers ; and on the lid, 
3d, and 4tb of September following, assisicd 
Marat's and Danton's patriots (o purge the l^nl 
oftthert'j af those ariitocrats wi« •wire caiifim 
the different prisons in Paris. However young 
BS to years, he was already so old in crime, that 
on the 21st of Jamiary, 179a, he was one of 
Santerrc's chosen men, to guard the scafibld on 
which his King was butchered. He was no less 
a favourite with Santerrc's successor, Henriot, 
who had distingaished him at the plunders of the 
oristoeraticai grocers' shops in March 1793, and 
therefore enrolled him among those of Robes- 
pierre's sans-cuiottts, who forced the National 
Convention, on the 1st of June in the same ^var, 



■ See Li Saiotc t'lmiUt, pigt {i, and lUnicil d 
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to dacree the arrest of their rival rebels of the 
Brissot fa£Uon\ 

When the virtuous, the loyaly and religk)uS9 
were- confined in the dungeons of rq;icides and 
atheists, it was a profitable post for the vicious 
to jguard them, and see them to the scafibld* 
Henriot) therefore, made Lucien Buonaparte one 
. of the ge/is-iPanitei, who, during the reign of Ro» 
.bespierre, watqhed his imprisoned victims des- 
tined to destru^Uon, and who escorted them^ af- 
ter a mock trial, to the guillotine. At this time 
jLucien had married a strumpet of the corps call- 
ed the Furies of the Guillotine ; women who were 
'][>aid forty sous a^-day to frequent the galleries of 
the Convention, of the clu{)8j and of the Revo* 
lutionary Tribunal, to af^laud, hiss^ or hoot, as 
ordered by Robespiepi^ and his band of assassins ^ 
and finally, to f(^ow, abuse, and insult the per- 
sons sent every^day, en masse, firom the Concier^ 
gjtrii prison to be butchered on the Place de la 
Revolution. What has become of this Madame 
t'Ucieny is the family secret of the Buonapartes. 
Some say that she died in La Salpetricre (a 
bridewell) \ others, that she is there still in con* 

finement \ 



* See4he latt*iiiemioiie4 work* and Lti Amulet 
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Jincnent; and others, that she owed 3 prenu- 
tuK death to tlje irregularities of her ttebaucbed 
boAzad*. 

After the execution of Robespierre, JLuciai, 
heading a wclI-deserved punishment as one of 
his SDbahern accomplices, fled from Pans to 
iiice, where his -uwihy brother Napoleone was 
"vnder arrest as a terrorist. Here the Toaloo as- 
sassin and the Paris Sepiembrizcr fraternized to- 
gether, until the general amnesty of the Na- 
tional Conveniion for all revolutionary crimes 
permitted the two hopeful brothers to return' to 
Paris, the grand revolutionary theatre for ambi- 
tion, intrigue, and guilt, to plot, to plunder, and 
"to murder. 

Ever since the Revolution, amnesties have cn- 
conraged crimes by affording impunity, and new 
crimes have repeatedly made new amnesties ne- 
cessary i there Is not one of the Corsican sena- 
tors, counsellors, tribunes, and other rebd func- 
tionaries, who are not indebted for their lives 'to 
one amnesty or other; who have not been in 
■prison as criminals, denounced as plunderers, 

proscribed 

J ]<•■-■'■' 

• These ind other piniculin ire found in ■ pam^lel, ^ripted 
■ifPiriitil'DfcMnrte; T«f vii.hi«ragr<>ril(le/.i.f'f»7/«Bafa,M 
teujeuri limtmt. See bsddK, Ll Supn Femillt, pa^eu. 
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proscribed as assassins, or outlawed as conspi- 
rators, by their viAorious and factious accom-' 
plices. 

When Napoleone and Laden, in the spring of 
1795, went to Paris, such was their poverty, that 
they were obliged to make nearly the whole jour- 
0)sy from Nice to Paris, 700 miles, on foot ; and 
when at Paris, they occupied together a miserable 
garret in RUe de Mot^etarde^ i£or. fifty sous 
(twenty-five pence) per week. In revolutionary 
times,' and in revolutionary cbuntries, the dis- 
tance -is often the samefrom argarret to athrot^c; 
9S £rom a throne tO' a scaffold*. 

By Napoleone's revolutionary connexio^is with 
Barras, Tallien, and Freron, Lucien got a place, 
with an annual salary of 600 livres (35 pound8),r 
as clerk to a store-keeper at St. Maximia, in 
the South of France ; where he married, against 
the consent of her parents, the daughter of an 
innkeeper, with a fortune of one hundred Leuis^ 
d*ors\. 

For marrying the mistress of Barras, " Napo- 
leone had been promoted by him to the rank of 

General) 

f See La Sainte Ftmille, page (4. . ' 
f See the iasuncntioaed pamphUC a94 pacff* 

93 




General ; and for the murder of the Pari5ianson 
the 6th of Oflober, 1795, he got the command 
of the Army of llie Interior. Lucien vvas now 
appointed a war-commissary at Antwerp ; from 
I which place he wrote a letter to another comiui- 
I sary at Cleve (published as a nirksiCy in die 
Gazette de Bas Rhine, May 1796), containing I 
a most ridiculous account of Napoleone's fint 
victory in Piedmont. In this stupid pcrfbrin- 
ance the jargon is revolutionary, the principles 
lacoblnical, and the sense, spelling, and ortho- 
graphy, that of a saitS'Cahlfes, without educa- 
tion and without genius. How such a man cottld, 
in four years afterwards, be chosen a member 
' of the National Institute, w'ould be inexplica- 
ble, had not Frenchmen of letters, during the 
whole I'rench Revolution, been the first to de- 
grade learning by their base conduft, and to dis- 
honour literary societies by electing for associates 
I rebels, traitorsj regicides, and other ignorant and 
guilty upstarts. 

When the viflories of Njpolcone had made 

him powerful) and the pillage of Italy enriched 

him, he hy degrees dragged forward the diSerent 

members of his obscure, unknown, and despi- 

I cable family. In the winter of lV96i LucJen 

i for the first time appeartil In V^ik m <nKer com- _ 
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pany than that ^ smms'€tiMUs s boaty with a troe 
Cocsican iinpmlcmcy he soon cjhwcm hiinyll to 
be remarked for hbcztraTapnoes to be Doticcd 
as an onpriadpled gammer, and <i cs|iBed as a 
debauchee* Snch was, however, his known ig- 
norance, that, notwithstanding aK his presnmp* 
tion, -and all the services of Kapoleonc, the Di- 
reftany, in 1797, was under the necessitj of re- 
fusing him the place of secretary to the French 
embassy at the Coqgrcss at Rastadt*. 

The rerofaition of the 4th of Sqitember> 
1797t made the jacobin faAuHi s^gain powerful \ 
add by its infloence Lncien was, in 1798, dcA* 
cd a member of the Council of Five Hundred* 
JDuriiig the absence of Napoleooe in Egypt, Lu* 
cien associated only with jacobins, professed 
only their principles, and aAed in every things 
- and on all occasions, as one of their accomplices. 
He published an account of his revolutionary 
life, beginning with these words : Et mot, aussi 
ji sms jacobin^ ^ ^^ aussi fat fats mes prtuves 
cwnme Jacobin^ fotutne citojen saas^ttlottesfm His 

.absurd 

* Recueit d*Anecdotes, pagt 546-. 

f This ptmphlct, ** La Vie Revolutionaire du Cit. Lucien Buo* 
oaparte, public par Luimeme, ches le Kormtnti as vii." wai, 
after the usurpation of hit brother, boufht up by Ul€ polict sgCAtIb 
sc leited bf theiD» If nfiucd to bo mM. 
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absurd speoche9> as a deputy^ were as violent zs 
bis aKodates were vile; and when a new jacobin 
dub was instltotedy in the summer of 1 799, he 
was chosen one of its first presidents. 

The flight of Napoleone from Egypt) and his 
return to Francey neither changed Lucien's lan« 
guage nor his behaviour ; he was therefore nomi- 
nated presidedt of the Council of Five Hundred} 
aud at the Revolution of the 18tb of Bnunairei 
or 9th of November, 1799, 499»'-desefting the ja* 
cobinsy he added treachery M-hM other crim^* 
It is well known, tiai ih4 pruHii* •fmumi yJU> 
cten that day was^grfoier fhmt tki t^itragi rf Nih 
poleont : and that if Lucien had not called out 
to the grenadiers attending Napoleone, mi to 
desert] their General, the dagger of Arena, or a 
decree of outlawry, would have put a stop to 
the greatness and crimes of the Buonaparte 
family. 

When Napoleone had usurped the reins of 
government, he appointed Lucien minister for 
%he home department, and recalled Fontanes, 
who in 1797 had been condemned to transporta- 
tion, to be his secretary j and it was this Fon- 
tanes who wrote all his eloquent speeches and 
proclamations during his ministry. 

Lucien was now in his clement ^ ^ossc^ing 



\ lAJCJEN .BUPNAFA«m m 

the means of grztHfiRg aU -bis d^^r^^ing ^n4 
cruel passions. • Not a wpman whfmi^iiiask0fi (ss,^ 
posed to his view^ or cikprke: tp ]m .fy^Qfy,.zD4 
whom money, power, violence <irial^:!>^piie^ COliUl^ 
pro^re, but w^ii seduced> di$boi»9Hfiedy SftidfOJn- 
ed bj him : neither the. innp^e^ce of yioiil^i .tto 
misfortunes of beauty,. th^59ii4);it7, of m^i^fCj^ 

nor thesacredness-of consa^guit^tyyiw^isiekre^p^x 
ed by him« . In si)c lAopths, h^ •pt^r^gai^j fjf, 
more crimes th^n M thfi Princes of frh^ hou^;, of 
Bourbon have been accvised of in six centuries. 
At a ball in AprU 1800, at the hotel de Riche- 
lieu, where upwards of two hundred women 
of fashion were present (amongst others, /tp^ of 
his Q%iun sisterj*)f he often and loudly repeated) 
Here it not a Hvoman with ivhom I have tiot in-^ 
triguedi 

After the battle of Marengo, ambition, for 
some time, got the better of debauchery : Lu- 
clsn imagined, because his brother could di^iatc 
%a emperoYS, aod create kings, that he might 

aljTf marry; into some imperial or royal family % 

;and. 






'. ;: ..I 



"* General Murat always suspefled the incestuous profligacy of 
his. brother-in-law; and this is one of Buonaparte's teasons for 
keeping Murat in Italy. Murat has fought ami wounded Lucien 
in two duels. See Les Nouveiles i.U Main, Messjdori an yiiu 
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sind, ss his wife was an obstacle, he gave Iier 
■ome ic&cream, which she ate, and died ! — that 
she was poisoned, not only her relations, but all 
Paris, proclaimed*. 

Two days after his wife's death, five of Lu- 
cicn's armed spies carried a\Fay to his country- 
tiouse, against her consent, the beautiful wife of 
a rich banker ; she was confined there sererai 
days to consrfe him, not for the loss of hi? wife, 
but for llie refusal of his brother to marry him t» 
some German Princessf. 

Lucien had long intrigued to get Fouchc dis- 
graced, and to unite the ministry of the police with 
the home department ; but here he met with an 
equal, if not a superior, as welt in plots as in 
guilt. Fouche mformed Napoleone not only of 
Lucien's scandalous conduct, and of the public 
clamour against him; of his extravagant cxpences 
and of his numerous debts ; but also told him, 
that Lucien had spoken of him (Napoleone) 
with contempt, and dared his power, for which, 
lie said, Napoleone was indebted to him: the 
reports of Fouchc's spies proved his assertion^ 



* See L(i KouvelJct 1 la Main, Veudenuirc, an iiu N*.; 
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and Lucien was fbiWdden the presence of his 
consular brother^ and ordered to resign his mi^ 
nistry ; not for his vices and crimesy for thejF 
had been long known, bat because he had been 
indiscreet ) and, besides, by drccdating a pam« 
phlet, written under his ordaQby Fontanes, had 
4&coTered some family secrets ; and among the 
rest, the arriere pense of Napoleone, one day to 
assume die unperial crown of the Gauls. By 
the mediation of his> mother, and the advice of 
Talleyrand,, his disgrace was changed into a hi* 
crative embassy to Spain,, to sell Tuscany^ and to 
plunder Portugal*.. 

Lucien left Paris with* a debt of three milliona 
of livres ; which Napdeone promised to pay^ 
but which is yet unpaid. Some of his creditors 
have died after being ruined ; the Teniple and 
Cayenne have silenced the complaints of .the 
ethers "I**. 

In Spam, and dxiiefly at Madrid^ Lucien con* 
tinned his debauched and vicious life : his*prodi* 
gality there surprised every one ; his irregula- 
rity gave offimce^ and his impudence disgust*. 
He. treated the king and. royal family as hift 

equals^ 

'^tk Saints Ftmilk, ptge 5S. . 

t See page 59 of ihe lait<<meati9ned pamphlet*. 
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cqtidsi uftd dbe cmnisteri Ukd grandeefi as his aer- 
Vttntt I but such is tlK d^aded situation bf .the 
CodtiaeUt, ihe dejieA^d ar •abjeif): ^at^ of many 
of its tovtreignt, aild the weakiiess^'igpgir^inoqj 
CHT treacherjr df their taiBi^teni . ^&d cptmsellorsi 
that this revolution^ sam-iciihtte was not qnlj 
suffered) but bribed^- .entertained, and compli* 
mented.. ^ 

By his negotiations at Madrid and with Portu- 
gal^ Lucien added twenty miOions of limies >to 
the fortune of his brother, and ten to his own.; 
he degraded royalty by creating a kingdom in 
Tuscany, and insulted loyalty. :faf swindling a 
province of Portugal. • ' ' 

After the peace with England, when Lucien 
t^urned to Paris, he was made a Senator, and 
#nis of the grand officers of the Legion of 
Honour ; and he now shows away in a style to 
which the most extravagant manner of living of 
any modem prince, brotber.br son to any empe- 
ror or king,, cannot be compared : his jewels and 
diamonds are valued at upwards of three mil- 
lions of livres ; his cabinet of pi^bires cost him 
more than that sum; and his seraglio. and de- 
baucheries more than both these sums toge- 
ther. 
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tba^m Tfaermi^idiis .that be c^riod v^ith 
feom Spamoand Porhigaiaoc cxpeuicdi^Jxi^nQt'* 
iritlistandiiig that hit tirothrr aliows^ hiia! sta an^ 
twbsf of 'ifiOOfiOO y vces; J>esides 4Phat be tc^ 
ceiYes-fhbm his lucrative places h^ii^ skid to be^ 
four millions in debtf. 

Lucien is as insolent ^nd- despotic in his 
present elevation, as he was formerly vile 
and cruel : illiberal, ungenerous and unfeeling^ 
lie uses his mistresses as if they were his slaves— 
and his friends as his mistresses ,• he is a tyrant to 
his domestics, and a terror to all who approach 
him., 

The glitter of a£3uence may dkzzle the ttn« 

thinking^ 

* To vice Lucien refuses nothing: he, bought of Madame de 
C— , an emigrant lady, her only daughter, a girl of fourteen, for 
300,000 livres, or 12,000/. sterling. The girl died in three weeks 
ihe vi^im of his brutal cruelties : her mother's infamy was the 
consequence of misery and distress, caused by the revolution which 
seated Napoleone Buonaparte on the throne of the Bourbons. 

f In 1 late publication translated from the German, called 
" Buonaparte and the French People under his Consulate," it is 
said, page 71, that Lucien returned from Spain in 1801 withaca- 
pital of thirteen millions of livres. In Les Nouvelles \ la Nflln 
Ventose, an xii. No xvii. page 16, it is said that he possessed a 
fortune of forty millions of livres. He has been lately exiled to 
Rome by Napoleonci and is not yet a revolutionary imperial 
highnessi having qnsureUed with his elder brother. 
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tkinking, and the renown of prosperity pozds 
the weak; but Lucien's greatness^ can neither 
eover the infamy of the gnilty» nor tihe guih.of 
the infamous ; and hit rank is unable to conceal 
die ignoble and base sentiments of a base and 
Ignoble mind. - 
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LOUIS BUONAPARTE. 



£t Ton voit des commis 

mis 
Comme des princes 
Qui d*hier tont venus 

9US 
De leurs provinces. 

WHEN, in 1795, through a medley of sue-* 
cessful crimes, and of foul forgotten deeds, For- 
tune was wantonly pleased to raise Napoleone 
Buonaparte from the dregs of obscurity; his 
brother Louts was a petty clerk, with a salary of 
twenty poimds a year, at the petty police com- 
missary Pierre Pierre"^ office at Marseilles; a no- 
torious terrorist, married to the daughter of ant 
innkeeper, and bcother-in>»Iaw to Lucicn Buona- 
parte ; who^ when a mimster of the home de^ 
partment, promoted him to the lucrative office 
of general-commissary of police at Bourdeaux*. 
In the autumn of 1796^ Louis left Marseilles 

for 

■ • ▼ 
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for Italy, and began his military career at the 
age of eighteen, as a chief of battalion, or lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and aid-de-camp to his brother 
Napoleone. In ihk capacity he followed him. to 
Egypt in 1798; but suffering in Africa the con- 
sequences of his dcbandieries in Europe, his 
stay there was but short ; and h6 returned to 
France in Oftobcr of the same year, with dis- 
patches from General Buonaparte for the Direc- 
tory. 

Of all the Buonapartes (not excepting either 
Joseph the negotiator, or Napoleone the war- 
rior) Louts is the- only cryc who can correAly 
vgrite and spell the I rexkch language. A letter 
of his to his broyther Joseph, dated Alexandria, 
July 6Lh, .I7a8, was intercepted by our cruizers, 
and cantons ^ome accounts of th/e operations of 
the French Army of the East, and some remarks 
Qxx the inhabitants of Egypt. In speaking of the 
Bedouin Arabs, he says — ** They arc an imnnci^ 
ile peopk) inhabiting a burning desert^ mounted 
pj) the fif e4,es]t hpr^^ i^ the ^oi4d> ^and fuU of* 
courage^ . ff\e. have frfated iifeft} dif^dly, -T^ie; 
liwre , with their wives ^fid- children ;ii^ -flying 
CsaxifSp^ftf/jic^ 4re nev^r fitcff^d jtfuf nights tcgaihn 
4tt^ the same place. They are horrible savages^ and 
yet they have some notign of: gold and silver ! a 
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small quantity of it wncB to excite their admi- 
ration.. YeS) my. dear brother, they lovi gold 
(not more than the French)^ they pasj thtir lives 
in extorting it from such European? as fall into 
their hands : and for what purpose ? for conti- 
nuing the course of life which I have described, 
and for teaching it to their children. O, Jean 
Jacqtes ( (Rousseau )| why was it not thy fate 
to see these men> whom thou callest ^^ the men 
of nature ? thou wouldst sink with shame, thoa 
wouldst startle with horror» at the thought of 
having onice adnured themi'' Speaking of the 
city of Alexandria)' he continues, <* The remark- 
able objeAs iS^rv, are Pompe/s column, the obe- 
lisks of Cleopatra, the spot where her baths once 
stood) a number of ruins, a subterraneous tem- 
{de, some catacombs, mosques, and a few 
churches* But that which is still more remark- 
able, is the character and manners of the inhabi- 
tants* They arc of a sang-froid absoluUly asto- 
nishing. Nothing agitates them; and death is 
to item what a vofage to America is to tie English^ 
Their interior is imposing. The most marked 
|ribysiognomies amongst us are mere children's 
countenances, compared to theirs." He finishes 
, his. letter with an observation that shews both 
the difiiculty and honour of the conquest of 
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1. ^{>7P^ '^y General Euanapar(e,and of Iiisboa&teii 
viftorjes ; " Tbcir /arts (says Louis) and then 

I mrtiilery ere the molt ridiculaut things in nature; 

i they have not even a lock nor a window to their 
liouses i in a word> they are itill invs/ved in tit 
itindriejs of the earliest ages." 

Lucien Buonaparte often repeats, that liis bro- 
ther Louis est le seul bete de lajamilie (tbc ODlf 
fool of the family) : but whea at the age of 
tventy be was able to make such observatioas u 
those contained in this letter, his sense was cer- 
tainly as good, and his itistruAion and judgment 
better, than that of Lucien hiinself> who, not 
long ago, luhen minister of the home deparlamUt 
wrote to Citizen Lalande, " to step the eclipst of 
the mean until hii arrival*." It Is true, (bat since 
1798 an immoderate use of mercury has rather 
impaired Louis's intellciits, and prevented his 
advancement to the rank of a general, and per- 
haps to that of a constable of Franccf i but 
though a libertine, in common witb his brothers 
and sisters, he has neither the crimes of Nnpo- 
leone and Lucien, nor the treachery of Joseph, 
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to reproach himself with, and is therefore less 
disliked in France than either of them, 

111 December 1799, after Napoleone had pro- 
claimed himself the First Consul of France, 
Louis was nominated colonel of a regiment of 
dragoons; and in Odlober 1800 was entrusted 
with a political mission to the courts of Berlin 
and St. Petersburg. His reception at the for- 
mer was brilliant, and he was honoured by the 
condescension of the King and Queen to frater- 
nize with him, as if he had been the brother of 
a lawful King of France ; so much so, that it 
was not only a real scandal to a number of loyal 
foreigners who passed that winter at Berlin, but 
even to those Prussian generals, princes, and 

, courtiers, who had witnessed the etiquette at 
the courts of former kings and queens. The 
impertinent and unbecoming familiarity of the 
ill-bred Louis Buonaparte, was only surpassed by 
the impolitic, but patient endurance of the royal 
family ; from which this sans-cuhtle brother o£ 
a guilty sati^'Ctifotle usurper, took the opportu- 

. nity to insult, if not to degrade monarchy, by his 
ridiculous, vulgar, and audacious conversation at 
the table of a monarch; and by his too familiar, 

- if not indecent behaviour before the public when 
in the King's box at the opera -, where he pub- 
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Udy aiwl boldly tlaved to converse with the yoong 
and beautiful Queen, as if he liad been with the 
old painted wife of the First ConsuL Infcftcd 
by a imw/i infamous disease, which kept hin: 
Iw weeks in his lodgings at the Hotel de Paris, 
be fortunately did not often repeat those scenes, 
which excited so much the astonishment, ; 
iDadversion, and complaint of birth, rank, and 
Jpyalty. Many persons are yet of opinion, that 
nothing; can ever iademnify legal and hereditary 
sovereignty for the luSirrajicc of so many hauii- 
liationE. 

Before fac left Berlin for the Russian frontiers^ 
IfOuis was irifi/rmiH by the Russian ambassador, 
Baron Krudner, that he had not yet obtained 
any orders from his Sovereign to iiiviu the con- 
sular brother to St. Petersburg. The Emperor 
Faul, ihotigb seduced by French intriguers, dax- 
zied by the vtiftories of the First Consul, offended 
'ith Austria, and embroiled with England, did 
Hot forget what he owed to himself, to his rank, 
to his family, to his country, or to his subjects. 
Louis Buonaparte's purposed joiirney to Russia 
[there:#}re ended at Ivuenigsberg in IVussia, only 
'K the Russian frontiers} from which pLtce he 
pedited remittances and smuggled iostruc- 
>i)s to the eniissurics of Napoleone at St. 
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Petersburg ; And, to the great satis&fUon of aH 
loyal men, ^hc returned to Berlin without being 
*able to dishonour another sovereign. 

After a few more weeks residence in the capl- 
•tiA of Prussia, he was recalled to France by Na- 
poleone, and sent to Montpcllier, as Lucien said^ 
^oli a Mercuria!{zndfiot on a political or military) 
miSsioii, preparatory to receiving the hand of 
•the lovely Panny de Beauharnois. His marriage 
v^h this lady is. a convincing proof that he is a 
greater favourite with the First Consul than 
Lucien, who was one of the pretenders to this 
accomplished beauty. The declared promise of 
Napoleone to bequeath to the son of Louis his 
Consulate, and the sovereignty over the French 
Republic, has displeased all the other members 
of the Buonaparte family ; and his numerous ^nd 
valuable presents, both to Madame Louis and 
her husband, have ^cited the envy of all the 
Corsican relatives, who are plotting to diminish 
the increasing consideration of this younger bro- 
ther, or rather the repeated donations to his wife. 
Surrounded by every thing that can make 
existence desirable, Louis is an invalid at the age 
of twenty-three ; and with ruined health, and a 
broken constitution, he cannot enjoy the bless- 
ings which Providence has so liberally poured 
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down upon himj he suffers, therefore, in the 
midst of his prosperity, pains and pangs unknown 
«ven to wretchedness itself when accompanied 
.with innocence and virtue* 

According to the Livre Rouge, by Bourrienne, 
Zx>uis BucMiaparte received as an establishment 
two millions of livres ^ he has a yearly pension 
of one million two hundred thousand livres. One 
million of debts were paid for him in 1800 and 
1801 J at Berlin and in Germany ; atliis marriage 
Napoleone presented iiim with six hundred thou- 
sand livres, and the same sum at the birth of his 
son*. 

* See Livre Rouge, by Bourrienne ; La Saince Famille, and Les 
Kouvelles & la iMain. As to the particulan of his residence at Ber* 
lin, the author was there, and lodged in the same hotel with him, 
in December j8oo. 

' Louis has lately been, by the rebels and regicides of the French 
Senate, saluted an imperial highness, and by his ferocious brother 
Napoleone made a Constable of the French empire. Wkat a £pn» 
ttabie I what an empire ! aiid what an emperor ! 



^^'^JC^^te 



407 



JEROME BUONAPARTE. 



II tire 4t la pootstere 
Ua^ race d'afiircia Wipodt, 
D*eschYet sans honneur, et de cniels tynns,) 
Plus mechante que lea Robespierre* 

■J 

.rr is a disgrace to France in particular^ 
and to Europe in general, to be condemned to 
knoW) that such low, insignificant personages as 
the different petty members of the petty Buona- 
parte family, are really in exbtence ; but such, 
unfortunately, is the present degraded situation 
of the civilized world, that every thing con- 
cerning the race of the Corsican usurper is in- 
quired after with an impolitic curiosity, and read 
with an avidity almost culpable. The disgusting 
task, therefore, of exposing the tiative infamy 
of the Buonapartes, from the eldest of them 
down to the youngest, must be undertaken by 
loyalty, to prevent disafieAi(m from profiting 
by a fashionable inquisitiveness, and augmenting 
the number of its former misrepresentations, 
concerning the many guilty upstarts whom the 
French rebellion has brought into an atrocious 
notoriety. 

Je rome 
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Jerome Buonaparte) the younger brother of 
the First Consul, was bora .in I?85. When, 
in 1795, Napoleone's crimes were rewarded with 
rank and riches, Jerome was an errand-boy in 
a small inn frequented by waggQuers,. at Mar- 
seilles ; and such was the poverty of his mother 
and family, that she was unable to pay for his 
instruflion, and at the age of ten he could nei- 
ther write nor read. In 1796, when success 
crowned the undertakings of the numerous army 
commanded by General Buonaparte in Italy, he 
ordered Jerome to be sent, at his cxpence, to a 
public school at Basle, in Switzerland, under the 
care of his sister and brother-in-law, Eacchioci, 
then settled in that city in a petty chocolate niu- 
nufafture *. 

"When seated upon the throne of the Bour- 
bons, Napoleone, having made one of his bro- 
thers a negotiator, another a minister, and a 
third a colonel, determined that Jerome should 
be advanced in the navy, the only department 
wherein none of his relatives could yet pretend 
to shine, or to govern. Jerome was therefore 
put under the particular care of Admiral Gan- 
thcaume, who considered himself greatly hc^ 

mureJ 

♦ Sec La Saiiue Famillc, page 171, . 
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ftHired by htm^ profnoted to the tutorship of such 
a. hopeful and distinguished youth. Jerome ac- 
companied this admiral during his Toyage from 
Brest to Toulon in the spring of 1801, and in his 
attempt during the summer of fhe same year to 
land some troops on the African shore, as suc- 
cours to General Menou in Egypt. Not being 
able to glorify himself with any success in this 
. imdertaking, Gantheaume tried, by showering 
flattery en one brother, to extenuate his owa 
fault or misfortune, and to lessen the consular 
anger of another brother. In his dispatches, the 
illustrwus pupil, Jerome Buonaparte, was men- 
tioned " as a young sea ojEcer who protnised to 
be an orftanunt to his profession, and whose gnat 
Clients and undaunted courage would refleft great 
honour on the French navy." 

To the shame of this republican courtier, it is 
to be mentioned, as a faft known in 1601, at 
Toulon, as well as at Marseilles, that, during 
Qantheaume's criiize this year in the Mediter- 
ranean, the boy Jerome Buonaparte underwent 
an operation' rendered necessary by an infamous 
disease, and which probably will prevent his 
progeny from being first consuls or admirals in 
France. At the early age of 16, Jerome was 
plunged into vice, and exhibited ignominious 
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proofs of early depravity ; and this Corsican or- 
futment to his professkn shewed his utidauuttd cou- 
ragey by bra^uely keeping his bed during the 
whole voyage. 

Wh^n, after tlie, preliminaries with England 
had been signed, Admiral Villaret-Joyeuse was 
scnt^with a fleet and an army to St. Domingo, 
Jrerome, then promoted to the rank of a lieu- 
tenant, accompanied him as one of his aid-de* 
camps. When safely arrived at his destination, 
this republican admiral, to outdo even Gan- 
theaume in meanness, sent his first dispatches 
from St. Domingo to France, by this boy Jerome 
Buonaparte, "to whose uncommon skill y both as 
a naval and military officery he confidently re- 
ferred for whatever the government (Napoleone) 
should think proper,to know concerning the ex- 
pedition to St. Domingo." By such absurd bom- 
bast, and by such dishonourable debasement, did 
this admiral please the First Consul so much, that 
he obtained the appointment of captain-general 
of Martinique. 

After a short stay in France, Jerome, now 
made a captain, obtained the command of a cor- 
vette, and was sent again with confidential dis- 
patches to his brother-in-law, General Le Clerc, 
at Cape Francois. He had now an opportunity 
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to demonstrate his natural fraternity to a Nipis 
leone and a Lucien Buonaparte. On his irrival 
at the Cape, daily torments aivd executions of 
the unfortunate negroes were the orders' of the 
day ; and he found so much deKght in the im* 
provements invented by the hellish genius of a 
republican officer, Grenier, to prolong their suf- 
ferings, that he presented him with a ring worth 
twelve thousand livres ; while he sent to pfisoii 
another officer, who forgot to call him up one 
morning when 262 of the negroes were half 
burnt before they were sawed to pieces. ' On his 
arrival, his virtuous sister, Madame Lc' Clerc^ 
had presented him with a beautifui mulatto wo^ 
man for a mistress, to keep him sage, as she said: 
this girl was descended fJroin respectable parents, 
and had received a better education than was 
common in St. Domingo siAcc the Revolution; 
One afternoon,- in a fif of jealousy, Jerome or^ 
dered her to be devoured aliv« bysome famished 
blood-hounds, which he; always kept for hrs eri^ 
tcrtainment, and was'^rdsent fo see his atrocious 
orders executed'!!'! 'I^his alfbmination surprised 
even Madame Le Clefc," wK6,' ax d punhlmtm^ 
did not admit her brother to her Hdoleihe da^ foU 
hivhig. A brother of this unfbrtirftitfe'girl, a 
Ikutaunt in the repubVic^tv ^tiNvc^^ \i€\\v^ ^t.- 
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iiised the satUfad'tion tliat he JenianJcd for -tliU 
crime, in despair deserted to the Blacks ; but 
"Was recaptured, and condcmued by General Lc 
Clerc to be shot from the mouth a cannon. — 
Every tiling that tlic fancy or passion of Jerome 
fixed upon, he put into re(|uisitioii for his use;. 
The day after the murder of one mistress, he 
sent orders to the daughter of a white planter it 
Jill up the vacant places she, however, preferred 
poison to the embraces of such a young monsterj 
but by disappointing his vile passionj she caused 
the death of her father, and the ruin of her fa- 
mily } the former being shot upon the denun- 
ciation of Jerome, who accused him of corre- 
sponding with the negroes ; .and his property was 
confiscated for the use of the Republic, or rather 
of the Buonaparte Eimily- Another day, ivhen 
he observed an American merchant in -.m ele- 
gant English phaeton, drawn by four F.ngliili 
borseSf be ordered him to descend ; and when 
he refused, four of General Le Qerc's guides 
dragged the American from his carriage, which 
Jerome afterwards appropriated to his own use. 
After the war with England, when Jerome 
bravely deserted over to the American conti- 
nent, this merchant cited him before the Anie- 
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;Cican tribunals, to be paid for his plundered pro- 
perty*. 

Jerome Buonaparte now resides at Baltinaorcj 
with an- American named Joshua Barney, who* 
by piracy and plunder under the famous Santho- 
nax, has accumulated several millions of livres. 
This is the same Barney who commanded, dur- 
ing the last war, an American ship called the 
iSampson, with which he privateered without any 
commission, and for which he was tried and con« 
demned at Jamaica as a pirate, but escaped the 
gallows by flight. He was afterwards made a 
commodore in the French service ; and kept at 
Paris, as a mistress, a cousin of Madame Buo- 
naparte, by whom he had two children, but 
whom he afterwards left in distress, which caused 
him to be dismissed from the French navy. It 
is therefore hardly possible that Jerome can be 
in more suitable company than that of Citizen 
Barney. 

The official Moniteur lately published the 

official 

*i Soxneof thf particulars of Jerome's condufl at St. Domingo, 
t!»c Author has from a respc£kablc American gearlcman, who was 
was j» o'e ^'fneu to what is related, and which he said had aU 
ready been published in the American Papers. For Jerome's ear- 
lier fe/fc'fu ////«, sec La Sainie Famille ; and for hit sea expeiition, 
&ee Les Nouvelies aia Main, and the Moniteur. 

T S 
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official republican trttthyt}x2itC\\iz^Xi Jerome, in his 
retreat to America, sunk an English ship of su- 
perior force. Many think it very modest of the 
editor not to let this tiobt'e youth sink a whole 
English squadron in theMoniteur ; which might 
have procured the First Consul an occasion of 
appointing his worthy brother, at once, a lord 
high admiral: of the French Republic* 

According to the Livre Rouge, Jcron^e has a 
yearly pension, until married^ of six hundred 
thousand livrcs \ for an hotel and two estates in 
the tiountry, at his future estabUshment^ one mLU 
lion and a half are allotted ; and one miUion is 
(If posited in foreign banks for his use. Of what 
value the presents are which he receives from 
his consular brother, may be concluded from the 
known anecdote, of his having shewn an English 
officer at Jamaica a watch set with jewels, which 
he^ with true Corsican impudence ^ said, cost the 
bagatelle often thousand Louis-d'ors ^///y*. 

MAD* 



* Having married into a respc^able American family, Jerome 
h.is ihe honour of being disgraced with his brother N.ipoIcone, and 
h, therefore, not yet a revolutionary highness. A Scnalus Cor- 
suitus may , however, easily make him one, should he, by dispatch- 
ing his republican wife, prove himself stiil worthy to fraternise with 
a Napoleonc Buonai arte. Letters fjom America stale, that Napo- 
leone is suspeded t^f an intent of i^rocbimlug lerome a grand Uicx 
he AmtiicaTi Continent. 
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MAD. BACCHIOCHI, or BACIOCHL 



TrtIS eldest 8ktc# of the FiiTst Goftinl mW- 
ried in 1788 a cotifttrymafi oihtt% Bacchi6<*hi> 
who> with a capitftl t>{ twelve thousand livr^ 
(500/. sterliifigX h^d esfttbUahed hiiniself as ^ ttik^ 
Auf^dttirer of cIio6^a«§ M Ka^ -k^ l^^itater kiHiw 
Tbe match was 6t tiM peitiai i^titdM Wk hXIt 
toiiAtry as ^ briUkbl Me fbr ihn f&£tf mi pMt 
Buonaparte family. Befos^e kck tttK^hg^ iibt 
bad done all the drodgerf of si dAity^^M at ihi 
<mall farm rented by her p«reilt9 near Ajactio, 
in Corsica*. 

Mr. BacchiocM is a gbod hmt$t ftlSh^ tMit 
£t to head the mechanics of a itt^mifeftory, f hai 
to shine in the revo!ntioh*ry tttiortfiStorj gei^- 
verned bfNaptjkone. Buonaparte j atid as he Ir& 
hitherto committed nb eritne to vtcqaift celt!^ 
brity, he is dc^pfeed by all the Boonapttrtes, 
even his own wife iioc excepted ; and it 9m^< 

prises 
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prises all France, that a dose of (he same prepa 
ration which made Lucien in 1800 a widower, 
has not before now made Madame BacchiocH a 
widow and a princess*. 

Madame Bucchioclii's charafter bears great 
resemblance to that of her mother ; she is both 
superstitious and devout; both licentious and 
religious; she intrigues and confesses, wears the 
hair of her lovers, and the relics of saints ; she 
tneels before the holy pifture of St. FranciSt 
and ogles the profane portrait of her lover on her 
bosom j all her appointments are in chorchesi 
where, in adoring her Creator, she gazes and 
smiles at her admirer. Her love-letters are the 
common talk of Paris, because she preaches to 
the sinner, when she intends to flatter the lover. 

Before the fortune and grandeur of Napoleone 
turned her head, she was the best of daughter^ 
sisters, wives, and mothers ; and she still fulfils 
these several duties better than any of her sis- 
ters ; and in Corsica she is respe^cd a$ the mo&t 
Tirtuous of them all, because, like her mother, 
she had only ane child before her marriage. 

According to the Livre Rouge, by Bourrienncj 

she has received from the First Consul, as au 

cstablub* 
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establishment, one million of livxes, jewels, &c. 
to the amount of six hundred thousand llvres, 
two hundred thousand livres in annuities for 
several of her husband's relations j and she en- 
joys besides a yearly pension of six hundred 
thousand livres *. 



* See La Sainte FamUle, and Les Nt>uvelles a h Main, with 
the Livre Rouge, by Bourfi^nne. 



T S '\^^ 



419 



THE PRINCESS SANTA CRUCE. 



/WHEN, in 1796, success crowned Birona* 
parte's army in Italy, the Princess Santa Crucc 
was an assistant to Madame Rambaud, a man- 
tua-makcr at Marseilles (with whom she had for 
six years been an apprentice), and at the same 
time in the keeping of a soap-man ufa£lurer, ft 
married man, in that city, of the name of Julien, 
by whom she had two children. In 1797, she 
and the present Madame Murat accompanied 
their brother Joseph to Rome, where he was ap- 
pointed by the Directory ambassador of the French 
Republic. The irresistible arms of Napoleone 
convinced the patriotic Roman prince, Santa 
Cruce, of the all-subduing and irresistible attrac- 
tions of his sister; and she was made a prin- 
cess within twelve months after she had been a 
mantua-maker, and commanded in an elegant 
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hotel in a short time after she had left oWxrnng 
in a shop*. 

- Married into this revoliitioiiarT familj, the 
Prince Santa Cmce tried to become a rcvrfu- 
tionary hero : and when the plots and intrignes 
of Joseph Buonaparte had effected a rercdotioD 
at Rome in 1798, he was made a Roman ge« 
neral, and commander of the Roman N ati o n a l 
Guard ; but in fighting against the Ne apoli tanf 
troops under General Mack, in 179^, he had 
his leg shot off. This weak and rebelHoitf 
prince is as ignorant as he is dbloyal ; and not'^ 
withstanding his name and his nches, hi% crowned 
head and his wooden leg, his rank and patriot- 
ism, he is the continual object of the jokes of the 
consular courtiers, of the epigrams of the repub- 
lican wits, and is as much despised as he is really 
despicable. 

Madame Santa Cruce, when she is in health, 
laughs at her mother's devotion; but on the 
least symptom of illness she sends sooner for 
her mother's .confessor than for her husband's 
physician : when well, her conversation is blas- 
phemous ; when ill, edifying : prosperity makes 
her an atheist; wretchedness would probably 

make 

* Set La Saintc FannUe, f*ft \^1 « 
T6 
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make her a Chrisdaoj if not a saint. Her mo« 
ther often repeats, that the Princese Santa Cruce 
will neirer be sa^ed if she does not die in an hos- 
pital*. 

Bourrienne, in the Livre Rouge, says, that 
Madame Santa Cruce has ob^aiQed^ as an csta-^ 
blishment, from her brother Napoleone, one mil- 
Hotk of livre% presents in jewels. Sec. worth six 
hundred thousand livres, one hundred thousand 
livres as annuities to two of her husband's rela-^ 
tions ; and that she has besides a yearly pension 
of six hundred thousand livres. 

* Ste the lasMncntiQned Publication and page. 
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MADxVME MUKAT. 



WHEN, in December 1797, the honest man 
of the Corsif an family y Joseph Buonaparte, had in- 
tegrity and loyalty enough to cause General Du- 
phot to be murdered, in order to furnish a pre- 
text for the pillage of Rome, and for the subver- 
sipn of the Papal government, his sister, the pre- 
sent Madame Murat, was betrothed to this ge- 
neral, then one of the most frantic jacobins, and 
the confidential friend of Napoleone. 

Madame Murat had been an apprentice to the 
mantua-maker Madame Rambaud at Marseilles, 
as well as her sister the Princes Santa Cruce 5 
but, in 1794, she left that city with an after 
from Paris, Baptist, who, not being able to pvo- 
vide for her wants, recommended her to a 
mantua-maker in the Rue de Montmartre. She 
hsid hy this aftor two chUdrta^ oC ^W^vsl <^im^ vi 



1 
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yet alive, and educated by the father, formerly 
an intimate friend of Napoleone*. 

In 1800 the First -Consul presented the hand 
of this his tnodest sister to the virtuotis General 
Murat, who had accompanied him ta Egypt, de- 
serted with him from Egypt, assisted him to de- 
throne his benefaflors the direftors, and com- 

% 

manded his guard when a consuL 

During Buonaparte's campaign in Egypt, the 
Scandalous Chronicle of Paris said, that the pre- 
sent Madame Murat cohabited with her brother 
Lucien, and had a child by him ^ and as the 
depraved Lucien had himself publicly boasted of 
this infamy, he has been three times cliallengcd 
by General Murat,. and twice wounded by him, 
without disavowing or apologizing for his crimer 
. Madame Murat is vanity and afFeftation it- 
self- All rebels of all countries are her heroes ; 
and a republic her wishes during the day, and 
her dreams in the night. Liberty is in her 
mouth, equality in her heart, and fraternity on 
her garters. A cap of liberty decorates her 
hotel, and a tree of liberty her court-yard. In 
her drawing-room are the busts of Gracchus^ 
]@rutus, Cato, Brissot, Marat, and Robespierre.- 

In 

♦ Sec La Saintt YamA\t» ^^t \s^ 
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In her bed-room those of Machiavel, Cromwell^ 
and Napoleonc. While talking of liberty and 
equality, however, she is a despot in her house ; 
she is arrogant with her friends, overbearing 
with her companions^ and a tyrant over her lo- 
vers. In her dress,^ manners, and pretensions, 
she is an aristocrat, and often a successful rival 
to her sister-in-law Madame Napoteone» 

To prevent the probably fatal consequence^' 
of the jealousy of General Murat against his^ , 
b^other-in-l^w Lucien, Napokone sent Madame 
Murat to* reside with her husband at Milan ^ 
where, notwithstanding the great honours shew^ 
her by the Italians, she regretted Paris, and con* 
sidered herself, as she wrote to the First Consul^ 
*^ as transported te tk^: European Cayenney^ and 
therefore tormented him with her letters until 
he recalled her, " to her deary dear ParisJ^ As 
Qeneral Murat does not inspeA his wife's con^ 
duft so much as formerly, many think that in- 
difference has succeeded to jealousy, and that he 
properly appreciates the real value of her pre- 
cious person and honourable sentiment!. ' Heif 
suitors are now very numerous v and in their 
number the most ridiculous of all is the old de- 
bauched senator Roederer, who, according to 
hcs Nouvelles a la Main> by turns^ si^hs and 
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laughS; sings and cries, writes love letters, ani 
prints tender or flattering verses*. 

In his Journal de Paris of the 31st of Oftober, 
1803, Roedercr, w despair^ wrole the following 
quatrain, addressed to her husband r 

VIRS ADRK8SES AU C K N £ II A L MU R AT . 

Adore Caroline f » ct regne sur son coeur 
Ju*j§mour avec orgueil peuf dire i la vi£loire, 

Qu'il sur fairc gout top honbcur 

Autant ^u'cUe fit gout ta gloircb 

Besides a thousand Louis-d%rs pin-money aT- 
k>wed her per months by Jier husband^ or rather 
hy the Italian Republic^ she hasy according to 
Bourrienne's Livre Roage, received for aa esta- 
Ukhment, one miitiQn of Uvres y ki presents, 
jewels, &c. six hundred thousand livres ; annui- 
ties to five of her husband's relations, two hun- 
dred thousand livres ; and she enjoys besides,, a 
yearly pension of six hundted thousand livres if. 

• See Les Nouvelles ^ la Main, Brumaire, an xii. No. iv. page 4. 

* Carolina is the name of Madame Murat. 

X ^ee La Sainte Famille, Les Nouvelles ^ la Main,, «ad thfr 
Livxc Rouge, by BoMrriennc. 
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THE PRINCESS BOKGHESE, 

CI-DRVANT MADAME LE CLEKC^ 



K eJisonne r eft I'cmploi de toute Icur maison, 

l^t le raisonnement en bannit la r<iison. Mat < c r K. 



'* I DO not want a God more than a God 
wants me :" these blasphemous words are often 
in the pretty mouth of the present Princess Bor- 
ghese, the youngest sister of the First ConsuL 
Instead of acknowledging with gratitude the un« 
deserved goodness of a Providence^ whidi from 
a prostitute has made her a princess^ and upon 
the pinnacle of fortune's temple> remembering 
with repentance and shame the misery of th^ 
night-cellar ^ alike vicious, impious, and scan- 
dalizing in affluence as in wretchedness, she bids 
defiance to the power of her Creator i she in- 
sults the hope of the religious, as well as the 
consolation of the moralist ; and augments the 
afflictions of suffering innocence, by encouraging 
or extenuating the infamy of prosperous crime* 
Hypocrisy of every kind is bad ; but the hy? 
pocrisy of Napolconc's atheism is monstrous^ 
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because it adds cowardice to guilt. It is difficult, 
liowever, to say which ia the most dangerous in 
a corrupt nation, an atheist upon an usurped 
throne preaching Christianity ; or an amiable, 
fashionable^ and popular woman, spreading about, 
almost by his side, the desolating and dangerous 
tenets of atheism, particularly as this woman is 
known to be Yn^ favourite sister. 

At the age of fourteeni the Princess Borghesc, 
liken PatiHne Baonaparte» ran away from hcf 
tiiother's house with a Sardinian corporal and 
deserter^ Cervont ; ami, until Napoleone's usur* 
pation, in 1799^ when she' (according to the 
pamphlet La Saint Famille) was found, covered 
with rags and disease, in a house of ill fame in 
the Rue St. Honore, her relations were entirely 
ignorant of what was become of her*. To 
l*eward the patriotic services of an accomplice at 
Toulon, as well as in Italy and at Jaffa, Napo- 
leone permitted the notorious terrorist General 
Le Clerc, son of a miller, to marry this worthy 
princess of ins blood* Le Clcrc, besides the usual 
sums of money allotted to each consular sister, 
received as a portion, first the comniand over 
the army in Portugal, and the phinder of that 
kingdom, and afterwards the command of the 

expedition 

« Sec La^Sivntt ^^itwWtv^t^ \«^% 
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cxpemtion to St» Domingo, and a colony to pil- 
lage, enslave, and ruin. 

In December 1801, Madame Le Clerc sailed 
with her husband for St. Domingo, and wit- 
nessed all the atrocities of that republicaa pro- 
consuL Though she possessed an oncommoD 
influence over this ferocious charafter, neither 
his treason against the unfortunate Toussaint^ 
nor the shocking torments and punishments 
which he inSifted on those negroes whom hif 
conduct had made desperate, were prevented by 
her I on the contrary, if the already-quoted panv* 
phlet be to be believed, she often enjoyed^ anifi 
even commanded as an am^i semen t, the disguslip^ 
ing sight of mutilated blacks roasted alive, or 
devoured alive by her husband's faithful allies^ 
the Spanish blood-hotmds. Her oi4y occupy* 
tion besides, was to gather and heap tap neir 
treasures, from the daily, if not hourly extor- 
tions, requisitions, and confiscations of her bu9* 
band *, and after his death, she accompanied her 
ill-gotten riches to France., During her voyage, 
she condescended to accept the consolation of 
a colonel, for the loss of a general j and to pct'^ 
mit the continuance of the services of one oT 
Le Clerc's former aids-de-camp^ which oblige^^ 
her to put off for near six xnontki her nuptiak; 
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with the patriotic Roman Prince Borghcsc^ 
who, no doubt, obtained her chaste hand frora 
the First Consul Puonaparte in France, as an 
indemnity for the property which the Borghesc 
family had lost by the plunder of General Buo»- 
naparte m Italy. 

Though the German Princes are more n\imc»- 
rous, less rich, and as selfish a^ the Italian j yet 
their pride has got the Better of their egotistn^ 
and they have not dishonoured their rank by 
courting or marrying the vicious sisters of a 
beggarly usurper. Prince Borghese^ like his 
countryman the Prince Santa Cruce, had n* 
reason to be so nice, because he had proclaimed 
his patriotic treachery before the banns of his 
sans-culotte marriage were published. He was-, 
in 1798 and 1799, an aftive citizen under the 
short-lived Roman republic 5 and to prove his 
principles of equality, condescended, with the 
Prince Colonna, the Duke di MonteHbretta, 
and other Roman nobles, " to serve as a coni*- 
mon soldier in a corps, of which the captain 
was a man who sold ti*ipe and dog*s meat in the 
streets." He was, in 1798, a member of a 
jacobin c!uh, which the French conferred upon 
the Romans in compensation for the loss of 
their liberty, religion, and property. This club 
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vas establisl^cd in the palace of the Duke of 
Ahcmps, where, as in France, the sons de- 
nounced their parents : noyades were recom- 
mended, priests proscribed, and a proposition 
made, " to begin the regeneration of Rome by 
putting to death all people aged above sixty ^ as in- 
capable, through the obstinacy of old age, of 
renouncing their ancient prgudices,** 

Persons -who were present at the nuptials of 
tlie Prince Borghese and Madame Le Clerc^ 
afSrm, that their behaviour during the religU 
oiis ceremony,* when Cardinal Caprara gave 
the marriage blessing, was such as to cause 
even this tool of Napoleonc to blush, notwith- 
standing all the former hypocritical and sacri- 
legious scenes which he had witnessed, since 
he began to assist the First Consul in organizing 
a revolutionary religion in the French conmion- 
wealth. 

In Les Nouvelles a la Main, cf Brumaire, year 
xii. it is said, that the First Consul declared, in 
public^ that considering the situation of the repub- 
lican treasury, he could not do what he wished 
for the dearest of his sisters ; to whom, and to 
whose husband, when surrounded by courtiers 
in the drawing-room, he oflFered presents of lit- 
tle value 'y hut in secret, when enjiamille, the new 
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married couple received from him in drafts upofl 
Spain and Portagal, in jewels, &c. to the amount 
of four millions of Kvres, besides an rm//, or 
jewel box, .presented by Madame Napoleone, 
containing jewels worth half a million. The for- 
tune which General Le Clerc left his widow was 
calculated to be at least six millions; so that this 
daughter of a sans-culottc brought her princdijr 
husband a princely fortune. 

At her former marriage, according to the 
Liyre Rouge by Bourriennc, the now Princess 
Borghese obtained one million of livres for an 
establishment, half a million for going to St. 
Domingo, three hundred thousand livres as 
annuities for some of her husband's relations, 
presents, jewels, &c, for six hundred thousand 
livres 5 and she enjoys the same sum of six hun- 
dred thousand livres as a yearly pension during 
her life *. 

• Sec La Sainte Famillc ; Les Crimes des Rcpub'.icains en I Julie • 
Les Nouvelles ^ la Main, and Le Livre Rouge by Bourrienne. 
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